
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

ABL 2017 PLAYOFFS 

10/23/17 

 
BIG STORY:  Titusville returns to the finals for the first time since 2014 after sweeping past the two-
time defending champions C-Bay Channel Cats.  The Perfectos once again took the long road back 
defeating Tallahassee in the wild card round and then disposing of the division champions to reach their 
3rd finals in history.  For the Perfectos, they took that same exact path in 2014 against the same teams to 
capture their 2nd championship.  Titusville is a perfect 2-0 in finals appearances with titles in 2010 and 
2014.  The opponents are the American Division Champion Ocracoke Blackbeards who edged their way 
past the 3rd year Juggernaut winning the best of five series three games to one.  The Blackbeards are 
making their first trip to the finals in franchise history after managing ten seasons in the league.  In fact, 
their division series win over La Jolla was the first post season playoff win for the franchise.  An 
interesting series awaits as the Perfectos set an ABL record for home runs in a season with 76 dingers 
against a team that won the division with a negative ten run differential and both teams are completely 
healthy heading into the series.  Only one team will be crowned champion as the rest of the field 
managers get ready for next year.  Remember Legends are born in October!        
 
 

“BAMBINO CUP” FINALS 
Titusville vs. Ocracoke      
(Series 0-0) 
GM 1  At Ocracoke         
GM 2        
GM 3        
GM 4   
GM 5 
GM 6 
GM 7 
 

NATIONAL FINALS     
Titusville vs. Chesapeake Bay    
(Titusville won series 3-0)      

GM 1  TV  9  CB  5         
GM 2  TV  4  CB  2        
GM 3  TV  4  CB  3       

 



AMERICAN FINALS     
La Jolla vs. Ocracoke    
(Ocracoke won series 3-1)      

GM 1  OC  5  LJ  0         
GM 2  OC  8  LJ  4            
GM 3  LJ  2  OC  1       
GM 4  OC  3  LJ  1     

 
NATIONAL WILD CARD     
Tallahassee at Titusville    
(Titusville won series 1-0)      

GM 1  TV  6 TA  4       

 
AMERICAN WILD CARD 

La Jolla at Albany 
(La Jolla won series 1-0) 
GM 1  LJ  7  ALB  6         
 

AMERICAN ONE GAME SHOWDOWN 

Syracuse at La Jolla 
(La Jolla won series 1-0) 
GM 1  LJ  1  SYR  0        
 
 
2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 
National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 
ABL 2017 IP’S 
Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Albany   14 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
La Jolla   13 
Syracuse  12 



Ocracoke  12 
Orlando  7 
 
 

 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Does the Pitcher Symbol “F” apply to every first batter in each inning?    

  

ANSWER:  No.  The “F” symbol should only get applied for the first batter faced.  

 
 

 
 
ABL PLAYOFF PITCHING AND INJURY RULES: 
The break between the regular season and playoffs will count for two games.  That includes injuries, rest 

requirements, and games missed for any reason (i.e. birth, death,) except suspensions.  All suspensions 

must serve “actual” games played.   
 
Each change of venue includes one day of rest in a five and seven game series.  Seven Game Series 
Example:  1, 2, Rest, 3, 4, 5, Rest, 6, 7, Rest.  Five Game Series Example:  1, 2, Rest, 3, 4, Rest, 5, Rest.  
Wild Card Game Example: 1, Rest.  One game showdowns do not get any extra rest after the game.   
 
One game showdowns and wild card games are considered the start of the post season in the ABL.  
Pitching will carry from series to series for rest requirements.  Each playoff series will count as the 

maximum games for injury, pitching purposes, and games missed for any reason except suspensions 

regardless of how many actual games are played.  For example, a seven game series will count as ten 

total games including the three off days for injuries, rest requirements, and etc.  Five game series count 
as eight total games, wild card game counts as two total games, and one game showdowns count as one 
total game.  All suspensions must serve “actual” games played.  Playoff teams must set up rotations 
accordingly.  If a starting pitcher is injured during a playoff series and no starting pitcher is rested on the 
playoff roster.  Refer to the Diamond Chart and running out of players section. 
 
Teams may make one injury or suspension roster move from their taxi team to the active roster during 

each playoff series.  The roster transaction must happen between games.  The player that is replaced can’t 
play in the next playoff series.   
 
 



ABL PLAYOFF WEATHER:   
In the playoffs, all games are night games. 
 
 

 
 
TEAM NEWS: 
If any manager plans on not participating in the ABL next season please let the Commish know as soon as 
possible for planning purposes.  Please leave the league in good standing so you may return in the future 
if you desire to do so.   
 
If a former manager is considering returning to the ABL for next season, please request an expansion 
application to reactivate your franchise before November 15th.  Your franchise will officially be re-
activated once the league fee is paid in full. 
 

 

ABL 2017 WINTER MEETINGS:   
The 2017 ABL Winter Meetings will take place Sunday November 19th at 6:30 p.m. eastern at the ABL 
League Office.  Mark your calendar and plan to attend or call in for the 2017 ABL Winter Meetings.   
 
 
VOTING: 
Each manager is required to vote on league issues.  This is a fun league and voting is one of the vehicles 
for getting changes into the rulebook.  You may vote for one of the options presented (i.e. A, B, C, or D) 
or abstain.  Not voting is unacceptable and Incentive Points will be lost.  At the annual off-season Winter 
Meetings, only managers in attendance either in person or via Skype will be allowed to comment during 
the voting process.  Managers not in attendance will submit their votes only. 
 
 
ABL 2018 FEE: 
The 2018 ABL fee will stay the same as 2017 at $60.  If you finish with 15 IP’s, you can get it lowered 
down to $50.  Win the title and it’s on the ABL’s nickel. 
 
Each manager must pay the $60 operational fee for the American Baseball League Season by October 
15th for the next season.  If it isn’t paid in full by the ABL Winter Meetings, the ABL will fold your team 
for that upcoming season unless other arrangements have been made with the league.  The fees help with 
expenses to run the league.  You may now pay by paypal using e-mail:  sallen1@stny.rr.com.     
 
Remember the 2018 fee is due October 15th.  Please pay the fee on time if you want to play ball in 2018.  
If cash flow is a problem, let the Commish know and something can be worked out.  You have plenty of 
notice to make sure the fee is paid on time.   



 
If an Expansion Team Fee is paid by November 15th, the new manager will be able to vote in the 
November Off-Season voting session.  The first expansion team to pay their fee in full will get the highest 
pick in the expansion draft.  The second team to pay their fee in full will get the 2nd pick in the expansion 
draft and so on.  There is no extra cost for Expansion teams in 2018. 
Fees Currently Paid: 
Chesapeake Bay Commish Fee 
Titusville  Recruitment Fee 
Crown Heights  $60.00  
East Bay  $60.00  
Albany   $60.00 
 
Fees Due:  (Fee could change by lost IP’s or championship) 
Ocracoke  $60.00 
Orlando  $60.00 
Long Beach Island $30.00 
Syracuse  $60.00 
Mudville  $50.00 
La Jolla   $60.00 
Tallahassee  $30.00 
Expansion Team $60.00  
 
 
ABL 2018 EXPANSION TEAM APPLICATIONS:   
All possible new 2018 ABL managers must fill out an ABL Expansion Team Application.  The 
Application will be reviewed and acceptance won’t be final until the expansion fee has been paid in full.   
Remember all new perspective managers must complete the new ABL Development Plan for new 
managers.  Tell a friend or co-worker about the fun of managing in the ABL. 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR 2018 EXPANSION TEAMS:   
November 15th is the deadline for any new expansion team or re-activated team to enter the ABL for the 
2018 season.  Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis till the cards arrive.  If you have someone 
possibly interested, let the Commish know so they can fill out the Expansion Team Application. 
 
 
ABL 2018 STADIUM/NAME CHANGES:  All current teams must notify the league office by 
November 15th if they plan on switching ball parks for the upcoming 2018 season.  Stadiums are on a 
first come basis.  Teams must stay in the same stadium for duration of three seasons before requesting a 
move.  Teams must also let the ABL office know about any team name changes by November 15th also. 
 
 
ABL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 
MLB Rosters frozen for the ABL   Oct 1st 
Fee Deadline      Oct 15th  
Expansion Team Deadline    Nov 15th 
Expansion Team Draft     Nov 19th 
Franchise Players Deadline    Dec 1st 
Triple Play Cards Arrive    Jan 1st     
Spring Training Games Begin    TBD  
Existing Teams Drop Deadline    TBD  



Expansion Teams Drop Deadline   TBD 
Free Agent Draft Day     Jan 28th 
Spring Training Games Deadline    Jan 31st 
Taxi Teams Deadline     Jan 31st 
Regular Season Begins     Feb 2nd 
 
 

 
 
ABL 2017 YEARBOOK:   
I'm beginning to work on the ABL Yearbook for 2017.  I'm again looking for articles from fellow ABL 
managers and fellow tabletop baseball fans to spice up the Yearbook.  It can be a statistical 
analysis(Lenny) or a story about a day playing wiffleball as a kid.  A story about a particular series or fun 
baseball excursion you took recently or while growing up.  Anything related to baseball or tabletop 
baseball. 
  
Please have all articles in by Friday November 10th.... 
  
You can check out last year's yearbook here in case you missed it: 
http://www.lulu.com/shop/scott-allen/abl-2016-yearbook-ebook/ebook/product-22959209.html 
 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 



start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 
10/9 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Matt Andriese, A.J. Griffin and called up Anthony 
DeSclafani, Matt Szczur. 
 
10/20 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Kyle Ryan, Brett Eibner and called up C.J. Cron, Orlando 
Arcia. 
 
10/22 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Hisashi Iwakuma, Jackie Bradley and called up 
Jake Barrett, Fernando Abad. 
 
 

 
 
INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 
PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 
None 
 
 



 
 
RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 
National Division Finals 
Titusville vs. Chesapeake Bay 
National Division Finals, Game One 
Titusville 9 Chesapeake Bay 5 
The friendly rivals met to kick off the National Division Finals on a cool night in Chesapeake Bay. Ace 
Yu Darvish started for the home team, and he faced Titusville knuckleballer Steven Wright. Lead changes 
were the order of business early on. The Perfectos led off the top of the first with two hits, then plated one 
run on a Machado groundout. C-Bay erased the deficit and took the lead in the bottom of the frame with a 
two-run dinger by Cano off the Deep! chart. T-Ville flipped it again in the third with two solo shots from 
Longoria and Zobrist to give the Perfectos a 3-2 lead. The lead would persist as the Perfectos continued to 
rack up runs in the later innings. Another solo homer from Encarnacion in the sixth was followed by a 
three-spot in the seventh and two in the eighth. The Channel Cat pitchers tallied 13 strikeouts, but gave up 
an equal number of hits. After Chris Sale pitched some effective middle relief, the Cats were able to score 
three against the righties in the Titusville pen, but it was not enough, and the Perfectos took the opener by 
a four-run margin. 
 
                  R  H  E LOB 
TVL  102 001 320  9 13  1  7  

CBY  200 000 102  5  6  0  7 
  

CBY PITCHING 
Darvish 6.2 (LOSS) 
Bowman 1 
Phelps 1 
Tazawa 0.1 
 
TV PITCHING 
Wright 4.1 
Sale 1.2 (WIN) 
Gregerson 1 
Kontos 1 
Thornburg 1 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
 

National Division Finals, Game Two 
Titusville 4 Chesapeake Bay 2 
In eight innings the five C-Bay pitchers allowed zero runs and only two hits. But there was one more 
inning—the fourth—and that was the Cats’ undoing. After hurling a perfect three innings to start the 
game, Zack Greinke surrendered two hits followed by an Edwin Encarnacion three-run tater. Corey 



Dickerson added a solo home run in the frame to give the Perfectos a 4-0 lead. Hisashi Iwakuma got the 
start for Titusville and pitched four innings of scoreless ball. Chris Sale came on in relief again and gave 
up a run on a Tyler Saladino pinch-hit single. C-Bay added a run—unearned—in the seventh after 
Hazelbaker reached on a Machado error and was driven in by Dexter Fowler. Thornburg retired the Cats 
1-2-3 in the ninth to preserve a two-run lead, earn the save, and give Titusville a commanding 2-0 lead in 
the best-of-five series. 
 
                  R  H  E LOB 
TVL  000 400 000  4  6  1  4 

CBY  000 001 100  2  6  0  7 
  

CBY PITCHING 
Greinke 5 (LOSS) 
Bowman 1 
Tazawa 1 
Bush 1 
Chapman 1 
 
TV PITCHING 
Iwakuma 4 
Sale 1.2  
Gregerson 2 (WIN) 
Harris 0.1 
Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 
 
INJURIES: none 
 

 
National Division Finals, Game Three 
Titusville 4 Chesapeake Bay 3 
The series moved south to Titusville with Chesapeake Bay facing elimination. After pitching the 
Perfectos to victory in the Wild Card Game, their ace Kyle Hendricks was rested for Game Three. 
Although he struck out the side in the top of the first, two Crazy Plays were rolled, one of which sidelined 
T-Ville’s catcher Grandal for four games when a foul tip rang his bell. The Perfectos jumped out to a 3-0 
lead against C-Bay’s Stephen Strasburg via back-to-back doubles in the first inning and a solo round-
tripper from Ben Zobrist in the second. The Cats leveled the score in the top of the fourth when a HBP 
and a single was followed by a Victor Martinez cannon blast. (Four Channel Cats were plunked by 
Titusville pitchers in the series; the Perfectos escaped unscathed.) Yo Cespedes led off the bottom of the 
sixth with a home run against reliever David Phelps. The Perfectos proceeded to load the bases against 
Jon Lester, but left them loaded to leave Titusville ahead by only one run. Kyle Hendricks completed his 
night with a scoreless seventh, then Will Harris and Tyler Thornburg retired the final six Channel Cats in 
order to notch the close win and complete an improbable sweep against the Division Champions. 
 
                  R  H  E LOB 
CBY  000 300 000  3  6  1  2 

TVL  210 001 00x  4  7  0  7 
  

TV PITCHING 
Hendricks 7 (WIN) 
Harris 1 
Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 



 
CBY PITCHING 
Strasburg 4.1 
Phelps 0.2 (LOSS) 
Lester 1 
Bush 1 
Bowman 1 
 
INJURIES: Grandal 4 games (Crazy Play) 
 

 
Scott, as always enjoyed the games and the discussions.  
 
 
American Division Finals 
La Jolla vs. Ocracoke 
LEWIS STARTS THE SERIES OFF WITH A CG PITCHING GEM 
Gm1 
Hill vs Lewis 
Not much is going on in this game until the 6th and 8th as a pitchers duel is engaged. Evan Gattis would 
get the only hit and base runner for the Juggernauts in the 5th off Lewis ruining his bid for a no hitter and 
perfect game at the same time. Rich Hill on the other side would make it to the 6th before surrendering a 
run. Cesar Hernadez would single and go for the steal on Gattis -3 throw. Cesar would collide with 
Bogaerts and knock the ball lose to be safe. Bogaerts would be alright but Cesar would call it a day and 
make way for Elvis Andrus to play second thanks to Schimpfs limit against lefties. Next batter Eaton 
would single in Andrus for a 1-0 beards lead. Hill makes it to the 8th but leaves before getting an out after 
giving up a hit, two walks to load the bases and a RBI single to Andrus. Blevins would come in and not 
fare any better. Ortiz would get a RBI single, then Cabrera draws a bases loaded walk before Kendrick 
hits a RBI single. Beards lead 5-0 after 8th and that's all the scoring. Colby Lewis threw 9inn of one hit 
ball with 12 strikeouts.  Final LJ 0 OC 5 
 
Pitching 
La Jolla 
L- Hill 7 inn 
Blevins 1 inn 
 
Ocracoke 
W- Lewis 9 inn 
 
Injuries 
LJ none 
OC Hernadez for one game on SB collision 
 
BUMGARNER MASTERFULLY STRANDS SOME JUGGERNAUTS AND LEADS BEARDS TO 
2-0 SERIES LEAD 
GM2 
Shoemaker vs Bumgarner  
Offense starts early in this one as Big Papi gets an RBI on the fielders choice with runners on corners. In 
the second the beards make it 3-0 with RBI doubles from Schimpf and Posey. Top 3rd and the 
Juggernauts strike right back with Beltran and Kemp showing some power with back to back jacks. In the 
bottom 4th, OC would plate 3 off Posey, Hernadez and Trumbo RBI singles. Top 5th and that Juggernaut 



power comes back in the form of a Bogaerts two run dinger. 6-4 mid 5th. In the bottom half, beards get 
those two runs right back from a Schimpf RBI double and Hernandez RBI single for the 8-4 lead. 
MadBum would shut the door down from there allowing three more hits. MadBum would finish the game 
allowing 13 hits and striking out 15. 
Final LJ 4 OC 8 
 
Pitching 
La Jolla 
L- Shoemaker 4 2/3 inn 
Blevins 1/3 inn 
Neris 2 inn 
Oh 1 inn 
 
Ocracoke 
W- Bumgarner 9 inn 
 
No injuries 
 
 
Everyone hops on a plane for La Jolla 
 
KERSHAW BEING KERSHAW 
GM3 
Degrom vs Kershaw 
The juggernaut strike first in the first with a puljos bases loaded RBI single. Beards get that back in the 
fourth after a double by posey, a kershaw curveball bounces on Gattis for the WP and then Kendrick 
smacks a RBI single. Bottom 6th and Gattis gets drilled leading to D'Arnaud getting in the game (key 
play for later). Bottom 8th and solarte leads off with a single. D'Arnaud comes up and rolls for the 
outfield range chart to RF with Eaton and his superior defense meaning a 92 or higher needs to be rolled. 
D'Arnaud rolls somewhere around a 98 and gets the ball past Eaton on the batter doubles all runners score 
result. Juggernaut take 2-1 lead into the 9th. Kershaw would let Ortiz and Kendrick reach with two outs 
and unsung hero/roy candidate Thompson at the plate. Kershaw would send him down on strikes to end 
the game. 
Final Score OC 1 LJ 2 
 
Pitching 
Ocracoke 
L- Degrom 7 1/3 inn 
Watson 2/3 inn 
 
La Jolla  
W- Kershaw 9 inn 
 
Injuries 
OC none 
 
LJ  
Gattis HBP (1gm) 
 
CRAZY FINISH SENDS BEARDS TO FIRST CUP FINALS APPEARANCE  
GM4 



Descalfini vs Cueto 
This entire game is marred by HBP. Top 2nd, Trumbo leads off double, Szczur gets drilled and gives way 
to Thompson. Cabrera, Hernandez and Eaton hit RBI singles for 3-0 lead. Bottom 3rd and Abreu gets 
drilled on payback from Descalfini but he is okay. Bottom 7th and Solarte leads off with a double before 
Beltran brings him home on a RBI single. Top 9th and Hernandez  gets drilled but shakes it off. Bottom 
9th with a 3-1 lead and in comes Kimbrel. Kimbrel walks out the bullpen and all of a sudden the lights go 
out as the beards manager loses power. Some quick thinking allowed Solarte to lead off the 9th with a 
double as the beards manager uses some candle light and cell phone data before power is restored. Now 
we have the wifi delay as the managers await for it to boot up. Kimbrel meanwhile isn't feeling very 
loose. Next batter Gattis goes down on strikes. The beards managers then with first base open, issues the 
intentional walk to Puljos. Beltran goes down on strikes for out number two. The Juggernaut season 
hangs on Abreu who rolls for the old crazy play. Everyone's favorite play happens as Kimbrel still feeling 
the effects of the delay drills Abreu. Abreu pissed off with having been the scapegoat earlier doesn't take 
too kindly to it. Abreu and Kimbrel jaw at each other while while Abreu walks down to the first base 
being held back by Buster. Kimbrel says something that ticks off Abreu who pushes Posey out the way 
and charges Kimbrel. They engage in a little scuffle while the dugouts and bullpens empty into an all out 
brawl. The umps finally restore some order but didn't see any other punches thrown clearly. The umps 
agree on sending Kimbrel and Abreu to the showers but no one else. Both managers are warned about the 
next hit by pitch. So after all this Addison Reed who was warming up in the pen, comes into the game 
with the bases loaded and two outs. Span is at the plate for the Juggernauts with the season on the line. 
The roll is a 208 and Span sends a short fly to center field. If you look at Span card, the numbers were 
dangerously close for a grand slam walk off and to force to game 5 but he comes up short barely. The 
beards are on their way to face the Perfectos in the final 
Final Score OC 3 LJ 1 
 
Pitching 
Ocracoke 
W- Descalfini 8 inn 
Kimbrel 2/3 inn 
S- Reed 1/3 inn 
 
La Jolla  
L- Cueto 6 inn 
Oh 2 inn 
Jansen 1 inn 
 
Injuries 
OC  
Szczur HBP out for game 
 
La Jolla  
None 
 
Ejections 
OC 
Kimbrel for HBP igniting brawl 
 
La Jolla 
Abreu for receiving HBP and charging mound 
 
Blackbeards take series 3 games to 1. 



 
Thanks for rolling Kevin, especially that crazy game 4. Talk to you at winter meetings.  Duran 

 
 

 
 
ABL PITCHING STATUS: 
Titusville 
Hendricks Rested 
Sale  Rested 
Estrada  Rested 
Wright  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
Ocracoke 
DeSclafani Rest 1 game 
deGrom Rested 
Bumgarner Rested 
Lewis  Rested  
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
 
 

 
 
A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 
 
ABL 2017 PLAYOFF SCHEDULE AND MATCH UPS: 



Note:  Series winners are responsible for Recap and Score sheets. 

 
Round 3(Best of Seven 2:3:2) 
Division Champions meet in “Bambino Cup” Finals 
 
Deadlines: 
Series begins by October 27th 
Series completed by November 5th 
Recap and Score sheets are due Monday November 6th at 8 p.m. eastern 
 
 

2017 Bambino Cup Finals Preview 

 

Ladies and gentlemen!  Girls and boys!  Coop!  I bring to you the 2017 Bambino Cup Finals 

Preview.  This is the culmination of months of draft prep, 18 weeks of matchups, a few playoff 

series, and now here we are.  We’ve gone from ten contenders to two.  I’m sure most would 

agree it was a fun and exciting season, and the finals should be no different.  Before we get into 

the preview of this year’s Bambino Cup finals, let us reflect on the history of the finals. 

 

History Lesson!!! 

● The first Bambino Cup was won by none other than the Commish, Scott Allen, back in 

1990.  So that means...we’re all old because that was a long time ago. 

● There has been an “Allen” in the finals every year since 2010, when the Titusville 

Perfectos of Lenny Saaf faced off against the LBI Starfish of Skibby Bomysoad.   

● 17 of 27 Bambino Cups have been won by an “Allen”.  Scott has 7, Don Jr. has 5, Mike 

has 3, and Don Sr. has 2.   

● Shawn Fitzpatrick has the most “Non-Allen” Bambino Cups with 4.   

● The last team to have their first finals appearance was in 2013 with the Syracuse 

Hazard.  They won the title that year. 

● They were also the last AL team to win the title.  The NL has won the last three, and 7 of 

the last 8. 

● The AL hasn’t won a Bambino Cup game since 2014, as Chesapeake Bay swept the last 

two finals. 

 

Time To Talk About This Year’s Series… 

American Division Champs - Ocracoke Blackbeards (3-1 in the postseason) vs. 

National Division Champs - Titusville Perfectos (4-0 in the postseason) 

 

This is what we all play for.  The right and privilege to play in this best of 7 series.  Potentially 7 

more games to decide who gets to play for free and get their team name on Bambino Cup.  One 

of these teams has been here before.  Twice to be exact.  The other team just won their first 

ever playoff series.  Both teams had great regular seasons and have been near flawless in the 

postseason.  This is going to be a potentially exciting matchup and I am intrigued to see how the 

Blackbeards handle their first trip to the ABL Finals.  So enough of the BS intro.  Let us get into 

each of these teams and see how this thing might go down. 

 



Ocracoke Blackbeards - 21-15 regular season, 3-1 postseason 

 

This will be the first trip to the ABL Finals for the Blackbeards, and it’s a long time coming.  Oft 

criticized for making a lot of trades, this is the year that it all fell together.  Playing from the back 

of the pack in other years, the ‘Beards hung around in the ultra competitive American Division, 

and turned a 3-1 Summer Slam into a good run and their first division title.  The division title 

worked in their favor as their ADCS opponent had to play two games before even reaching the 

‘beards and the ‘beards came in well rested and ready to go.   

 

Acquired during the trading period, Colby Lewis leads the new look rotation that if memory 

serves was not in place week one.  Lewis came from Mudville, Bumgarner from Tallahassee, 

deGrom from C-Bay, and deSclafani came over from Syracuse.  Despite their late arrival to 

Ocracoke, they allowed less than 2 runs per game so far in the playoffs, with Lewis leading with 

a 1 hit shutout gem to set the tone against the Juggernaut.  Lewis is now 3-0 including the 

playoffs since arriving in Ocracoke.  He’s likely the ace entering this series.  How the rest of the 

rotation shakes out comes into question, but Bumgarner, deGrom, and deSclafani rounded it out 

in the ACDS.   

 

The bullpen did not factor much into the ACDS, but we know it’s backed by the power arms of 

Addison Reed and Craig Kimbrel in the setup and closer roles respectively.  Alex Wilson and 

Kyle Ryan were each acquired at the deadline for their “R” symbols, and they may get tested in 

this series against the powerful Titusville offense.  The Blackbeards relied on the bullpen often 

in the regular season as they only had two complete games all season, but have already had 

two in the playoffs, so if a guy has a gem going they won’t mess around too much with the 

pitching.  Don’t want to break a guy’s rhythm in the playoffs.  Right?  Riiiiiiight. 

 

Offensively the ‘beards have a lot of dudes that do things very well.  Leading the way in that 

regard, it all flows through Cesar Hernandez, arguably the team MVP and possible Player of the 

Year candidate.  Acquired pre-draft, and might be the best pick up the ‘beards made all year.  In 

the power department all year they’ve been powered by Trumbombs, Joc-Jams, and Rookie of 

the Year/Unsung Hero candidate Trayce Thompson.  Before the deadline they added OF Adam 

Eaton and DH David Ortiz to that mix.  A good offense got a lot more dangerous, and Eaton 

adds some spectacular defense to the mix.  The wild card to all of this is extra base hit 

machine/three true outcome king Ryan Schimpf.  Can he add enough offense in the NL ballpark 

to make up for Papi having to ride the pine for 90% of those games? 

 

This is certainly not the same team the Blackbeards started the year with.  As the year moved 

on, they steadily made the moves that they needed to in order to make it to where they are 

today.  This is the most competitive, hitterish team that I believe this franchise has put together, 

and I’d say after some of our matchups I’m pretty familiar with their teams historically.  This is 

the best team they’ve ever assembled. 

 

Titusville Perfectos - 23-13 Regular Season, 4-0 Postseason 

 



This marks ABL Finals trip number three for the Perfectos.  It seems like they are always a 

threat to get here, and they rode the pitching staff and the home run power all the way to the 

finals.  The Perfectos are a perfect 2-0 in finals trips, and those Titusville fans are hoping the 

team keeps it that way.  It will be an interesting road, with home field advantage, and always 

one to take advantage of a matchup, the Perfectos are one of the toughest managerial draws in 

the league. 

 

The Perfectos led the league in ERA this season, in large part to the starting pitching getting 

better results than in previous years.  Kyle Hendricks is a stud, Chris Sale is the horse, Steven 

Wright can frustrate hitters with his knuckleball.  The newly acquired Marco Estrada has 

performed for the Perfectos much like Colby Lewis has for the Blackbeards.  Came over from, 

maybe ironically, the same team in Mudville.  Funny how that works out, isn’t it?   

 

The Perfectos did something unconventional against the Channel Cats and that was shifting 

Chris Sale to the bullpen.  Much has been talked about the backend of the Perfectos bullpen, 

with Will Harris and Tyler Thornburg handling the back end duties.  Throw veteran Luke 

Gregerson, who likely led the ABL in appearances this year, and it’s a great bullpen that can 

overpower most teams.  The options are plentiful and unrelenting, and the Perfectos usually 

execute their plan to success, which can be frustrating to opposing managers. 

 

This is what we come to Titusville to talk about: home run balls.  No one hits more.  I know, I talk 

about this a lot, but when you break the single season home run record, and have the ability to 

go yard 1-8 in the lineup, and when the pinch hitters come in that just adds more nonsense to 

the mix.  Manny Machado is a stud who hit 10 doubles, 10 bombs, and 23 each in runs and 

RBIs.  This will be one of those guys that Ocracoke needs to have a plan for.  15 dudes hit at 

least 1 home run.  Two dudes (Machado and Cespedes) broke double digits in bombs.  The 

Perfectos have a dangerous combination of on base ability, as only two teams drew more 

walks, and they lead the league in slugging percentage.   

 

By the way, one of the two teams that drew more walks?  The Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats, 

who the Perfectos swept in the NDCS. 

 

The other team?  The Ocracoke Blackbeards.  :thinking emoji: 

 

The Wrap Up 

 

If this matchup comes down to station to station baseball, the advantage goes to the 

Blackbeards, as Hail Cesar has been one of the best at getting on base this season. 

 

A straight up slugfest and the Blackbeards may find it difficult to keep up with the Perfectos 

power hitters, as they can generate plenty of power up and down the lineup.   

 



That’s not to say that Titusville doesn’t have some dudes who can rake, or that Ocracoke can’t 

hit bombs, because if that was the case they wouldn’t have made it this far.  But that isn’t what 

each of these teams is known for around the league.   

 

I really want to make a prediction.  I did it last round, and I was 50% right.  I picked against the 

Perfectos once, and C-Bay paid the price.  So I will close this out like this… 

 

I want a good clean fight.  No punches below the belt.  No drilling anyone in the head.  May all 

the long balls be no doubters that chicks dig, may your fastball velocity top out, and your 

curveball buckle some knees. 

 

Skibby out, for the last time in 2017.  Game on, enjoy the finals boys, and may the best team 

win! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Iwakuma 
Gonzalez 
Nunez 
Santana 
Bradley 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 
Dull 
Eibner 
Griffin 
Maeda 
Andriese 
Ryan 
 
Enjoy the Great Game of Playoff Baseball  
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


