
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

ABL 2017 PLAYOFFS 

10/11/17 

 
BIG STORY:  Third year of the wild card and a one game showdown tossed in for good measure.  La 
Jolla won a dramatic one game playoff on a Solarte solo bomb in the 7th inning and continued to the 
heroics in the American Division wild card game.  Down by a run in the 9th inning, future ABL Hall of 
Famer Albert Pujols went yard as the Juggs came from behind to defeat Albany to advance to their second 
straight American Division Finals.   La Jolla draws the division champion Ocracoke Blackbeards as both 
clubs are searching for their first “Bambino Cup” championship appearance.  In the National Division 
Wild Game, the Perfectos launched three jacks and the bullpen pitched four plus innings of one run ball to 
get past the Tallahassee Terriers.  For Titusville’s efforts they will draw the two-time defending 
champions Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats in a rematch of the 2014 National Final.  In 2014, the Perfectos 
dominated the Cats winning the series four games to one as they cruised to their second championship in 
history.  Two teams in the final four haven’t won a championship and are three wins away from playing 
for the league’s top prize.  The quest for the Bambino Cup continues as we head into October!    
 

 

NATIONAL FINALS     
Titusville vs. Chesapeake Bay    
(Series 0-0)      

GM 1   Thursday Night 7 p.m.      
GM 2        
GM 3       
GM 4     
GM 5   

 
AMERICAN FINALS     
La Jolla vs. Ocracoke    
(Series 0-0)      

GM 1         
GM 2            
GM 3       
GM 4     
GM 5   

 



NATIONAL WILD CARD     
Tallahassee at Titusville    
(Titusville won series 1-0)      

GM 1  TV  6 TA  4       

 
AMERICAN WILD CARD 

La Jolla at Albany 
(La Jolla won series 1-0) 
GM 1  LJ  7  ALB  6         
 

AMERICAN ONE GAME SHOWDOWN 

Syracuse at La Jolla 
(La Jolla won series 1-0) 
GM 1  LJ  1  SYR  0        
 
 
2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 
National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 
ABL 2017 IP’S 
Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Albany   14 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
La Jolla   13 
Syracuse  12 
Ocracoke  12 
Orlando  7 
 
 



 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Ballpark Effects (Home Field Advantage) Chart:  A 1B-gcf is rolled and the pitcher has an “F’ symbol 

for the first batter.  Does the “F” symbol cause a range play?    

  

ANSWER:  No.  Symbols do not affect the Ballpark Effects (Home Field Advantage) Chart.  

 
 

 
 
ABL PLAYOFF PITCHING AND INJURY RULES: 
The break between the regular season and playoffs will count for two games.  That includes injuries, rest 

requirements, and games missed for any reason (i.e. birth, death,) except suspensions.  All suspensions 

must serve “actual” games played.   
 
Each change of venue includes one day of rest in a five and seven game series.  Seven Game Series 
Example:  1, 2, Rest, 3, 4, 5, Rest, 6, 7, Rest.  Five Game Series Example:  1, 2, Rest, 3, 4, Rest, 5, Rest.  
Wild Card Game Example: 1, Rest.  One game showdowns do not get any extra rest after the game.   
 
One game showdowns and wild card games are considered the start of the post season in the ABL.  
Pitching will carry from series to series for rest requirements.  Each playoff series will count as the 

maximum games for injury, pitching purposes, and games missed for any reason except suspensions 

regardless of how many actual games are played.  For example, a seven game series will count as ten 

total games including the three off days for injuries, rest requirements, and etc.  Five game series count 
as eight total games, wild card game counts as two total games, and one game showdowns count as one 
total game.  All suspensions must serve “actual” games played.  Playoff teams must set up rotations 
accordingly.  If a starting pitcher is injured during a playoff series and no starting pitcher is rested on the 
playoff roster.  Refer to the Diamond Chart and running out of players section. 
 
Teams may make one injury or suspension roster move from their taxi team to the active roster during 

each playoff series.  The roster transaction must happen between games.  The player that is replaced can’t 
play in the next playoff series.   
 
 
ABL PLAYOFF WEATHER:   
In the playoffs, all games are night games. 
 



 

 
 
TEAM NEWS: 
If any manager plans on not participating in the ABL next season please let the Commish know as soon as 
possible for planning purposes.  Please leave the league in good standing so you may return in the future 
if you desire to do so.   
 
If a former manager is considering returning to the ABL for next season, please request an expansion 
application to reactivate your franchise before November 15th.  Your franchise will officially be re-
activated once the league fee is paid in full. 
 

 

ABL 2017 WINTER MEETINGS:   
The 2017 ABL Winter Meetings will take place Sunday November 19th at 6:30 p.m. eastern at the ABL 
League Office.  Mark your calendar and plan to attend or call in for the 2017 ABL Winter Meetings.   
 
 
VOTING: 
Each manager is required to vote on league issues.  This is a fun league and voting is one of the vehicles 
for getting changes into the rulebook.  You may vote for one of the options presented (i.e. A, B, C, or D) 
or abstain.  Not voting is unacceptable and Incentive Points will be lost.  At the annual off-season Winter 
Meetings, only managers in attendance either in person or via Skype will be allowed to comment during 
the voting process.  Managers not in attendance will submit their votes only. 
 
 
ABL 2018 FEE: 
The 2018 ABL fee will stay the same as 2017 at $60.  If you finish with 15 IP’s, you can get it lowered 
down to $50.  Win the title and it’s on the ABL’s nickel. 
 
Each manager must pay the $60 operational fee for the American Baseball League Season by October 
15th for the next season.  If it isn’t paid in full by the ABL Winter Meetings, the ABL will fold your team 
for that upcoming season unless other arrangements have been made with the league.  The fees help with 
expenses to run the league.  You may now pay by paypal using e-mail:  sallen1@stny.rr.com.     
 
Remember the 2018 fee is due October 15th.  Please pay the fee on time if you want to play ball in 2018.  
If cash flow is a problem, let the Commish know and something can be worked out.  You have plenty of 
notice to make sure the fee is paid on time.   
 
If an Expansion Team Fee is paid by November 15th, the new manager will be able to vote in the 
November Off-Season voting session.  The first expansion team to pay their fee in full will get the highest 



pick in the expansion draft.  The second team to pay their fee in full will get the 2nd pick in the expansion 
draft and so on.  There is no extra cost for Expansion teams in 2018. 
Fees Currently Paid: 
Chesapeake Bay Commish Fee 
Titusville  Recruitment Fee 
Crown Heights  $60.00  
East Bay  $60.00  
 
Fees Due:  (Fee could change by lost IP’s or championship) 
Albany   $60.00 
Ocracoke  $60.00 
Orlando  $60.00 
Long Beach Island $30.00 
Syracuse  $60.00 
Mudville  $50.00 
La Jolla   $60.00 
Tallahassee  $30.00 
Expansion Team $60.00  
 
 
ABL 2018 EXPANSION TEAM APPLICATIONS:   
All possible new 2018 ABL managers must fill out an ABL Expansion Team Application.  The 
Application will be reviewed and acceptance won’t be final until the expansion fee has been paid in full.   
Remember all new perspective managers must complete the new ABL Development Plan for new 
managers.  Tell a friend or co-worker about the fun of managing in the ABL. 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR 2018 EXPANSION TEAMS:   
November 15th is the deadline for any new expansion team or re-activated team to enter the ABL for the 
2018 season.  Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis till the cards arrive.  If you have someone 
possibly interested, let the Commish know so they can fill out the Expansion Team Application. 
 
 
ABL 2018 STADIUM/NAME CHANGES:  All current teams must notify the league office by 
November 15th if they plan on switching ball parks for the upcoming 2018 season.  Stadiums are on a 
first come basis.  Teams must stay in the same stadium for duration of three seasons before requesting a 
move.  Teams must also let the ABL office know about any team name changes by November 15th also. 
 
 
ABL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 
MLB Rosters frozen for the ABL   Oct 1st 
Fee Deadline      Oct 15th  
Expansion Team Deadline    Nov 15th 
Expansion Team Draft     Nov 19th 
Franchise Players Deadline    Dec 1st 
Triple Play Cards Arrive    Jan 1st     
Spring Training Games Begin    TBD  
Existing Teams Drop Deadline    TBD  
Expansion Teams Drop Deadline   TBD 
Free Agent Draft Day     Jan 28th 
Spring Training Games Deadline    Jan 31st 



Taxi Teams Deadline     Jan 31st 
Regular Season Begins     Feb 2nd 
 
 

 
 
ABL 2017 YEARBOOK:   
I'm beginning to work on the ABL Yearbook for 2017.  I'm again looking for articles from fellow ABL 
managers and fellow tabletop baseball fans to spice up the Yearbook.  It can be a statistical 
analysis(Lenny) or a story about a day playing wiffleball as a kid.  A story about a particular series or fun 
baseball excursion you took recently or while growing up.  Anything related to baseball or tabletop 
baseball. 
  
Please have all articles in by Friday November 10th.... 
  
You can check out last year's yearbook here in case you missed it: 
http://www.lulu.com/shop/scott-allen/abl-2016-yearbook-ebook/ebook/product-22959209.html 
 
 

 
 
 
ABL 2017-2018 OFF-SEASON VOTING:   
Send in your proposals for rule changes to be voted on in the off-season.  Please remember the process for 
adding new rule ideas to the voting agenda. 
 
Each manager may petition for rule changes or additions as amendments to this rulebook by submitting 

proposals to the Commish.   

 

1. The Commish will decide to add the proposal to the agenda as a Commish sponsored proposal.  

2. Reject the proposal based on the best interest of the league clause  

3. Send the proposal to the review board (Greg Dietzen, Casey Allen, and Len Saaf) for majority 

approval.   

 

All submitted proposals must be submitted by October 15th at 8 p.m. est. 



 

 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 
9/7 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Jackie Bradley and called up Jake Barrett. 
 
9/25 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Dan Straily and called up Marcus Semien. 
 
9/26 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Hisashi Iwakuma, Chris Sale, Marco Estrada and called up 
Jackie Bradley, Bryce Harper, Fernando Abad. 
 
10/6 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Kenta Maeda, Ryan Dull and called up Brett Eibner, Ryan 
Rua. 



 
10/8 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Jake Barrett, Bryce Harper, Fernando Abad and called up 
Hisashi Iwakuma, Chris Sale, Marco Estrada. 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Robbie Ross and called up Jeremy Hazelbaker. 
 
10/9 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Matt Andriese, A.J. Griffin and called up Anthony 
DeSclafani, Matt Szczur. 
 
 

 
 
INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 
PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 
None 
 
 

 
 
RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 
American One Game Showdown 
Syracuse at La Jolla 
Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of the faithful.  

Fresh off a sweep of the home guys, Syracuse had to like their chances with Max, I am studly, Scherzer.  

We may have set a record for fastest payoff game.  

Kershaw and Scherzer, the rematch. It was like it should be. 2 dominate pitchers dealing like no other. 

Well Scherzer was dealing like no other. He had given up one hit via a range play through 6 and allowed 

one walk. Juggernaut hitters were mumbling to themselves. Not sure if they would ever solve the Max 

riddle. Meanwhile Kershaw was getting key strikeouts while allowing no extra base hits and 5 singles 

through 7. After the 7th inning stretch which was about 15 minutes of dice rolling, Solarte changed bats (I 

changed dice). He had tried to get Scherzer on a deep earlier but to no avail. This time he did not leave it 

to chance and hit a solo shot giving La Jolla the 1 to 0 lead. Kershaw would make that stand up and La 

Jolla survives to play again. A couple of things to note. Kersaw’s R symbol got rid of two potential 

homeruns by Syracuse. One of them coming in the top of the 9th with no outs. Scherzer allowed only 4 



base runners outside of the HR. Mad Max would sit down 13 in 8. Kershaw did manage to strikeout 12. 

All in all game time was less than 30 minutes. That was only the second run Scherzer has given up since 

coming over to Syracuse. One could say that was Scherzer being Scherzer and Kershaw being Kershaw. It 

has probably taken longer to do the write up and copy the score sheet than to play the game.  

                                                  R H  E  LOB 

Hazard         0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0  6   0     6 

Juggernaut  0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0     1  3   0     4 

Pitching 

Hazard 

L Scherzer 8 

Injuries 

None 

Pitching 

Juggernaut 

W Kershaw 9 

Injuries 

None 

Thanks for the game Coop. Glad you could find the place in the dark.    

 
National Wild Card 
Tallahassee at Titusville 
 
Titusville 6 Tallahassee 4 
 
The National Division Wild Card Game was a tense chess match during which the 36 players fielded 
combined for only 11 hits. Four of those eleven hits left the yard, and the 3-1 homer advantage for the 
Perfectos led them to victory against the visiting Terriers. The staff aces—Kyle Hendricks for Titusville 
and Rick Porcello for Tally—were closely matched, and each allowed two runs through four innings. The 
Terriers scored theirs in the first with a Rizzo solo bomb and a Brandon Moss RBI single, all with two 
outs. Hendricks then settled down and retired the next ten Terriers in a row. Porcello held the Perfectos to 
one baserunner through three, but a walk in the fourth was followed by a Machado tater to tie the game at 
2-2. The fifth inning was pivotal. Tallahassee took the lead in the top of the frame via a leadoff walk and 
a pinch-hit triple from Jake Lamb. Hendricks retired the next two with the infield drawn in, then Fernando 
Abad was called on to face Rizzo. Some in the press box were surprised when Rizzo was called back 
from the on-deck circle. Abad completed his only appearance to date all season by not throwing a single 
pitch, as the pinch hitter Frazier was intentionally walked. Gregerson came on to strike out Kris Davis to 
end the threat. Lefty Jake Diekman came on to pitch the bottom of the fifth for Tally. Diekman retired 
two, but left two men on, when Ben Zobrist was called on to pinch hit for Evan Longoria. The Terriers 
countered with Joe Blanton. Zorilla came through with a long ball off the batter’s card to plate three and 



give T-Ville a 5-3 lead. Each side scored one in the sixth, but then the bullpens locked it down. Derek 
Law retired nine of ten Perfectos faced over the final three innings. Harris, Barrett, and Thornburg did the 
same in their last three frames. The top of the ninth was tense. Jedd Gyorko led off with a walk, which 
would have been negated by Thornburg’s L symbol, had Thornburg been a closer rather than a short. The 
next two batters sent range chances to left field, where Cespedes (VG) was able to make both plays. Josh 
Reddick struck out to end the game and send Titusville on to the Championship Series versus Chesapeake 
Bay. 
 

                 R  H  E LOB 
TAL 200 011 000  4  6  0  6 

TV  000 231 00x  6  5  0  1 
  

TV PITCHING 
Hendricks 4.2 
Abad 0 
Gregerson 0.1 
Harris 2 
Barrett 1 (WIN) 
Thornburg (SAVE) 
 
TAL PITCHING 
Porcello 4 
Diekman 0.2 (LOSS) 
Blanton 0.1 
Law 3 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
 
Thanks, Don, for a compelling contest. Hope you had a peaceful Friday. Talk to you at the Winter 
Meetings. 
 
 
American Wild Card 
La Jolla at Albany 
Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of the faithful.  

They came by plane, boat, car, train and bicycle to cheer on their team. Albany and La Jolla have become 

a friendly rivalry. 

Come backs and Pujols.  

It is a warm clear night and a rematch of last years wild card participants. We also have the same two 

starting pitchers facing off. Cueto vs. Syndegaard. The first 2 innings saw both pitchers strut there stuff. 

Top of the 3rd and the visitors get to Thor. Jay, Gordon and Bogearts would get back to back to back hits 

and Gattis and his mighty beard would take a Thor offering for a ride and give La Jolla a 4 to 0 lead. 

LoSox are getting a sense that they have seen this before. Top of 5 and Betran would get an RBI single 

scoring Gattis putting the visitors up 5 to 0. Bottom of the inning and the home team bats come alive. 

Starting with the mysterious David Dahl, Albany would get 4 consecutive singles and a hit by pitch 

before Votto gets out with an RBI slow grounder. Arenado would single and tie the game. Albany once 



again showing how dangerous they can be. They did not need to the long ball te get back in the game. It is 

now 5 to 5. The Eradicator made the decision to let Cueto and his corn rows to go one more inning 

hoping to get 6 out of him. Cueto does just that. Meanwhile The Albany bullpen was handling things on 

their end. Allowing a few hits but no more runs. Oh comes in and strikesout the side. Top of the 8th after 

Jay singles Gordon hist a drive to right field that Gonzalez can’yt get to and is injured on the play. With 

runners at 2nd and 3rd and one out Bedrosian gets Bogearts looking and Solarte hits the ball real hard right 

at Story. Bottom of the 8th and Story gets a one out double. The only extra base hit by Albany. The 

mysterious one then hits a single past Oh to plate Dahl and give the home team a 6 to 5 lead. The come 

back was complete and now they have taken the lead. The faithful was quiet and some had even started to 

pack up and go to beat the traffic out. Top of 9 Melancon on the mound. Gattis and his magic beard 

singles. Pujols the much maligned one that loves to hit into raly killing double plays has a flash back to 

his Las Machina days and hits a two run bomb giving Juggernaut a one run lead. There was stunned 

silence as he rounded the bases. Beltran, Abreu and Span could do no more damage. Jansen comes in to 

nail down the 9th and La Jolla comes away with win. 7 to 6. Some notes: Albany’s powerful lineup could 

not muster more than one extra base hit. Pujols and Gattis went 7 for 10 with 4 runs and 4 RBI’s. Both 

teams combined for 28 hits. There was only one walk. Oh got 5 K’s out of 6 outs.  

                                                   R H  E  LOB 

Juggernaut  0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 2    7  16   0  10 

LoSox           0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 0    6  12   0    7 

Pitching 

La Jolla 

Cueto 6 

W Oh 2 

S Jansen 1 

Injuries 

None 

Pitching 

Albany 

Syndegaard 4 

Reyes 1 

Ramos 1 

Barraclough 1 

Bedrosian 1 

L Melancon 1 



Injuries 

Gonzalez for the game 

Great game Mike. Looking forward to continuing the “rivalry” next year.   

 
 

 
 
ABL PITCHING STATUS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Darvish  Rested 
Greinke  Rested 
Guerra  Rested 
Strasburg Rested  
Lester  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
Titusville 
Hendricks Rest 3 games 
Sale  Rested 
Estrada  Rested 
Wright  Rested 
Iwakuma Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
Ocracoke 
DeSclafani Rested 
deGrom Rested 
Bumgarner Rested 
Lewis  Rested  
Maeda  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 2 games 
Cueto  Rest 3 games 
Hill  Rested  
Shoemaker Rested 
Hellickson Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 



 
 
 

 
 
A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 
 
ABL 2017 PLAYOFF SCHEDULE AND MATCH UPS: 
Note:  Series winners are responsible for Recap and Score sheets. 

 
Round 2(Best of Five 2:2:1) 
National Division Championship 
Titusville vs.  Chesapeake Bay  
 
American Division Championship 
La Jolla vs. Ocracoke 
 
Deadlines: 
Series begins by October 13th 
Series completed by October 22nd 
Recap and Score sheets are due Monday October 23rd at 8 p.m. eastern 
 
Round 3(Best of Seven 2:3:2) 
Division Champions meet in “Bambino Cup” Finals 
 
Deadlines: 
Series begins by October 27th 
Series completed by November 5th 
Recap and Score sheets are due Monday November 6th at 8 p.m. eastern 
 
 

Championship Series Previews - 2017 Edition 

 

We are moving right along towards the Bambino Cup.  What we have left in the NL are two 

teams that have been dominant in the ABL circles for quite some time now.  In the AL we have 



two teams that are going to make their first finals appearance.  This is going to be an exciting 

time with many interesting storylines.  Can the Perfectos keep the Channel Cats from a possible 

three-peat?  Will Ocracoke make it to their first ABL finals after a long time time in the ABL, or 

will <tbd> make an early finals appearance in their team history?  It’s an exciting time of the 

year!  What will happen?  I DON’T KNOW, but I’m gonna talk about it anyway!! 

 

National Division Championship - Titusville Perfectos vs. Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats 

 

These guys are plenty aware of each other’s existence at this point.  The Perfectos led the NL 

most of the season, only to have it swiped away late.  The last time these teams faced off, the 

Perfectos took 3 out of 4 at SummerSlam.  Think that’s fresh in the minds of the Channel Cats 

and their fans?  I’d be willing to bet it is.  This is what makes playoff baseball exciting.  A rivalry 

between friends and competitors that finished the season with similar records but different 

managing styles, or at least different ways of getting results this year, and they made it this far.   

 

Titusville→ Took an extra game played, but you’re here in the NDCS.  Some well timed base 

runners and bombs were the difference in your Wild Card matchup.  Also in your favor, the last 

time you faced off against the ‘Cats you won the series 3-1.  So there are some that may say 

the Perfectos could be the favorites, despite the seeding saying otherwise.   

 

Kyle Hendricks didn’t break the 5 inning threshold in the Wild Card, so he could come back on 

early rest.  With the strength of the bullpen, and anything goes in the playoffs, it is certainly an 

option.  Whether this was the plan all along or a happy little accident, that’s up for you to decide.  

Sale, Estrada, and the rest of the gang will be rested and ready to face off against the division 

rivals.   

 

Yo brought the glove late in the Wild Card game, and defensively it doesn’t get much better than 

Kevin Kiermaier roaming center field.  I’d bet he’d catch more fly balls at a HR derby then those 

damn kids they got running around.   

 

Nobody has the top to bottom gauntlet to face than the Perfectos.  It’s hard to pick which batters 

to hold your breathe against and physically impossible to do it for each of them.  When the 

dizziness sets in better get some air!!  As it has been noted previously, they set the regular 

season record (that will last approx. one season).  The long ball has been the key, and certainly 

helped in the Wild Card round against the Terriers.  This will likely come into play before this 

season ends. 

 

Chesapeake Bay → The ‘Cats finished the year strong.  Strong enough to win another division 

title and put themselves with home field throughout the playoffs.  This was quite the bounce 

back after losing slam to their playoff opponent.  The first round bye gave them plenty of time to 

think strategy for their opponent.  I’ll never divulge their secrets though.  Because, spoiler alert, I 

have no clue.   

 



The ‘Cats come in well rested, not having to play in the Wild Card game allows a team to set 

their rotation up pretty much however they please (within the rules of course) and gives a little 

extra prep time going into the series.  I don’t have magical insight into how the rotation will 

shape up, but I would be certain that, much like MLB managers, the hope is going to be 5ish 

close innings, then onto the bullpen, which is a strength of both teams.  How they manage 

certain matchups throughout will go a long way towards deciding this series.   

 

The Channel Cats tried to build their rotation and bullpen around the potential of facing this 

lineup.  There were some R symbols acquired and they will likely get tested often in this series, 

as the Perfectos can get on base (3rd in walks this season).  This will be one series the ‘Cats 

are gonna hold on tight for from start to finish.   

 

C-Bay is no slouch in the power department (61 bombs good for 4th in the league) and they 

drew more free passes than anyone in the league.  Stanton has among the scarier cards in the 

league, and 8 players had 15 RBIs or more.  By my math, if you play in the NL, and have 8 

dudes with that many RBI, minus the pitcher...and by god you have a whole dangerous lineup! 

 

Series Thoughts → These are two teams intimately aware of each other’s tendencies and 

have had some hard fought battles.  Titusville would like to make it back to the finals for the first 

time in a few years.  C-Bay has been there the last two seasons and hasn’t lost a finals game in 

a while.  I, sadly, am very aware of that.  That being said, you have to get there first, and since 

both of these teams cannot get to the finals, only one of these things can be true in a little over a 

week. 

 

It’s no secret that the easiest way to score runs is via the long ball.  Both of these teams also 

pitched very well in the regular season, 1st and 3rd in ERA respectively.  Looking a little deeper, 

the ‘Cats did give up more long balls over the season, but through trades improved that by 21 

homers allowed not being on the team anymore.  Is that going to make a difference now?  Well, 

the team that lost 3 of 4 at slam is intact since that was after the deadline, so it may not.  I’m 

sure some lessons were learned, but lessons learned doesn’t help the dice rolls! 

 

I know this will be a tough series.  And while both rotations and bullpens are very good, I am 

going to give ever the slightest edge to the Channel Cats, based on bullpen strength.  I do think 

this series goes the distance, so I definitely think it will be a close series, and will not be 

surprised in the least if I’m completely wrong in my prediction. 

 

American Division Championship - La Jolla Juggernaut vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards 

 

On the other side of the league, we’ve got two managers who are facing off to make their first 

ever trip to the finals.  Think they’re feeling the pressure yet?  I’ve been to the playoffs a few 

times.  I can tell you how each of my series went the year I won the title.  It’s like they’re etched 

in there.  And I know it will be the same for each of these guys if they make it to the finals and 

represent the AL and win the title.  I just made it sound so easy.  First, one of these teams 

needs to beat the snot out of the other.  Not physically of course.  Just with dice on the roller.   



 

La Jolla → What a long, strange trip it has been.  Having to win a one game playoff, to have the 

right to play in the Wild Card game, another one game playoff.  Won that, and now here we are.  

Second straight trip to the ADCS.  When the JUGGERNAUT faces a new challenge once, they 

learn from it, and improve for the next time.  Well since this is the second ADCS, they should be 

in decent shape coming into this series.  I know once you’re in the playoffs everything else is 

just gravy on the cake, but who doesn’t want to win it all?   

 

The JUGGERNAUT get the benefit of rolling out two of the games best starters, in Kershaw and 

Cueto.  Kershaw always has a chance to dominate and Cueto could be in the running for 

Pitcher of the Year.  It does take a bit of a drop off, unless the bad luck kid Rich Hill can turn 

things around.  The bullpen is always tough in La Jolla, and this year is no exception.  The 

longer the starters can go, the more effective that back end of the bullpen can be and once it 

gets to Jansen, fuhgetaboutit.   

 

The Jugs feature some exciting young players, and some veterans that can help fill in the gaps.  

They hit for a very good average all year but at times had issues with stranding some runners.  

Pujols was clutch in the Wild Card game, and the team was good enough to have a 1-0 game 

hold up against Syracuse.  They can score in a variety of ways, and the top of the lineup is very 

dangerous.  Particularly Dee Gordon.  What is it about speedy second basemen that get me all 

year long?? 

 

Defensively they shut the run game down out of the game with El Oso Blanco behind the dish.  

So it’ll be station to station, or hope for a bloop and a blast for the Blackbeards.  The rest of the 

defense can be a little pedestrian, but they have gotten the job done thus far, and it’s not like 

Kershaw allows a ton of range plays anyway.  Those are outs.  I promise. 

 

Ocracoke —> The Beards are enjoying their first division title by not having to go through the 

nonsense that La Jolla did to get here.  I hope it’s been a relaxing week or two off from game 

action, but it’s time to ramp up and get the job done!  No team was as active on the trade 

market trying to improve their team, and all of those moves finally paid off.  Here we are, a few 

games away from a first ever finals appearance.   

 

The rotation certainly looks different than it did on opening day.  The trades have paid off and 

the rotation has improved and the bullpen has too.  Kimbrel has locked down the 9th all year 

and the additions of Reed and Wilson help bridge the gap pretty well.  They certainly have the 

look of a dangerous pitching staff.   

 

Offensively, when you look at the Blackbeards, they appear sneaky good.  It’s not a gauntlet in 

the same way that the Perfectos come at you with 5/5 power top to bottom, but the ‘beards just 

straight up rake.  Cesar Hernandez at the top of the lineup just starts the offense on the right 

foot and the rest of the boys respond in kind with bat to ball contact and some innings against 

them feel really long.  Add in the Hazard reject Big Papi and the lineup is just a little scarier and 

after getting my butt whooped at slam I can tell you, the offense for real yo! 



 

I know Buck made a big deal about his infield defense, but Ocracoke has a similar setup.  I 

swear if he said “oh he’s superior” one more time at slam I may have wanted to come through 

the phone and get my butt whooped.  They will have to be aware of the threat that Gordon faces 

on the base paths, and might have to gameplan a little bit for that.   

 

Series Thoughts —> This is a very exciting time for both franchises.  At stake, their first trip to 

the ABL finals, and first shot at the Bambino Cup.  One team has waited longer for their shot, 

but does not make them any less deserving.  I’d be interested to know, after the fact of course, 

how each team got ready for their series.   

 

There’s less history between these teams, but they are quite similar.  The top end of the rotation 

is great.  The back end of the bullpens are fantastic.  Both teams can rake hard.  They each hit 

for about the same number of home runs, both have dynamic lead off hitters.  It’s a very 

interesting matchup from top to bottom.   

 

I just had the smartass “whoever scores more runs will win this series” thought when selecting 

who I believe will win the series.  While that is true, it is far less interesting when put into play.  

The biggest difference I see in these teams is in their ability to draw walks.  Ocracoke doubled 

the amount of walks drawn of the Jugs.  That being said, the Jugs don’t allow a lot of free 

passes, but the potential is there.  And that can lead to the extra baserunners the Blackbeards 

need to score the runs they need to take the series.   

 

Again, I think it goes the distance, and while I truly believe La Jolla will keep things close, I think 

they will be walkin’ the plank and the Blackbeards will be sailing off to the finals in style. 

 

In Closing —> Best of luck to everyone in the Championship Series round.  Enjoy the games, 

have some fun, play fair, no punches below the belt, and remember you’re just a few wins from 

playing for the Bambino Cup!! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Rogers 
Belt 
Polanco 
Upton 
Ross 
Broxton 
Lugo 



 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Abad 
Gonzalez 
Nunez 
Santana 
Barrett 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 
Dull 
Cron 
Griffin 
Maeda 
Andriese 
Arcia 
 
La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 
Enjoy the Great Game of Playoff Baseball  
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


