
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 7 

5/11/17 
 

BIG STORY:  This past play week is unofficially referred to as “Spring Slam” as its one of two times on 
the schedule managers roll a crucial four game series vs. the usual two game sets.  Sometimes there is 
some movement in the standings and sometimes it stays the status quo.  With three out of the five series 
resulting in three games to one victory there was some movement.  La Jolla won the final three against the 
two-time defending champion Channel Cats with a thrilling Denard Span walk off homer in the 11th to 
take sole possession of first place in the American Division.  Titusville took three of four in the National 
Division in a matchups of the league’s top offensive clubs to extend their division lead to three games 
with a league’s best 12-4 record.  The team that had the most exciting slam week hails from Florida as the 
Tallahassee Terriers took three of four from Ocracoke including a wild win in game four 7-6 in 13 
innings.  Tallahassee was down 6-1 with one out in the bottom of the 9th inning and scored five runs 
including a Jedd Gyorko Grand Slam to force extra innings.  The Terriers won the game in the 13th inning 
when Kris David hit his 4th home run in as many games to send the Terrier’s faithful into bedlam.  This 
series truly embraces the fact, “It’s never over till its over!”  Four games of the twenty played needed 
extra innings to decide the outcome.  The 13 inning Ocracoke/Tallahassee game was the longest of the 
pack but a long way from the 20 innings that Las Vegas and Chesapeake Bay rolled back in the summer 
of 1999.  The shock of four game set is behind us as the teams play two more before the Stars arrive at 
Ocracoke’s Nationals Park. 
 

   
2017 ABL STANDINGS 

 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  12 4 -- .750 94 59 4-0 8-4 7-1 5-3 

Chesapeake Bay 9 7 3 .563 87 80 5-5 4-2 6-2 3-5 

Tallahassee 7 9 5 .438 79 85 2-4 5-5 2-4 5-5 

Orlando  6 10 6 .375 64 87 5-5 1-5 3-7 3-3 

Mudville  4 12 8 .250 65 104 2-6 2-6 2-6 2-6 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

La Jolla  10 6 -- .625 79 83 4-4 6-2 5-3 5-3 

Long Beach  9 7 1 .563 94 73 3-3 6-4 5-3 4-4 

Ocracoke  8 8 2 .500 89 91 5-7 3-1 5-3 3-5 

Albany  8 8 2 .500 71 72 2-4 6-4 3-5 5-3 

Syracuse  7 9 3 .438 93 81 3-7 4-2 2-6 5-3 



 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins May 12th 

Recap and Score Sheets due May 22nd 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

TA  9  OC  2 

TA  13  OC  10 

OC  5  TA  2 

TA  7  OC  6  13 Inn. 

MUD  8  LBI  7  10 Inn. 

MUD  4  LBI  2 

LBI  4  MUD  3 

LBI  15  MUD  0 

TV  5 SYR  4 

TV  1  SYR  0 

SYR  11  TV  8 

TV  3  SYR  1 

CB  10  LJ  5 

LJ  3  CB  1 

LJ  9  CB  4 

LJ  6  CB  5  11 Inn. 

ALB  8  ORL  5 

ORL  3  ALB  2 

ORL  ALB  3  11 Inn. 

ALB  2  ORL  1 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 

ABL 2017 IP’S 
Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 



Syracuse  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Ocracoke  15 
Chesapeake Bay 15 
La Jolla   15 
Albany   15 
Orlando  15 
 

 

 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 
1.  Steal attempt and the runner holds, can a manager then bunt? 

 
ANSWER:  No. This is covered in the Diamond Chart that states only one move per at bat after a failed 

stealing attempt.   

 
2.  Bunt Chart:  Tough Play and ball is hit to the catcher.  Catcher is assumed to be playing in and bunt 

rating is reduced down by one.  On the tough play chart, does the catcher playing “in” also get the 

infielder in adjustment of 2 grades on grass? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  The pitcher and catcher both are assumed to be playing “in” on the bunt chart and both 

get this additional adjustment on the tough play chart. 

 
3.  Does the pitcher lose their symbols if they are fatigued (exhausted)? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  All the special pitcher symbols are negated if the pitcher is exhausted.  This reminder is 

located on the back of the Special Pitcher Cards. 

 
 

 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 



There has been a buzz in 2017 when the cards came out that offense was going to be huge with some 
softball like scores.  Through the first 16 games of the season in 2017 the average runs scored per team is 
81.5.  Which option below represents the number from the previous season at the exact same time the 
schedule?  Do you think the runs scored were much less in 2016 compared to 2017?  Is it possible they 
were averaging more runs per game last season? 
   

A) 79 Runs 
B) 69 Runs 
C) 88 Runs 
D) 74.5 Runs 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 
 

       
 
ABL ALL-STAR GAME VOTING: 

Since it was so popular, once again ABL managers will have a say on who plays in the ABL All-Star 
Game.  Nominate a player for each position unless noted using the ABL Stats file and Leaderboard.  The 
Commish will break all ties and select backups where needed to ensure every team is represented.  You 
may vote for one division, both divisions, or only one position.  Your choice.  Any questions, please let 
me know.  Please have all ballots in by Friday May 19th at 8 p.m. eastern for your votes to count 
towards selecting the teams. 
 
 

 
 
SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 
 

Skibby’s Spotlight - Week 8 Edition 

 

Well Spring Slam has come and gone, and now we look forward to one more week before the 

all-star festivities.  Before we get there, I’ll share some first half thoughts, along with some MLB 

stuff, and maybe even vent some frustration along the way.  So sit back, relax, and enjoy this 

week’s nonsense! 

 



Spring Slam - has come and gone, and the NL beat the AL this time.  Two series split, and 

three series finished 3-1, with Titusville, Tallahassee, and La Jolla winning their respective 

series.  So here’s what we know going into the last week before the all-star break. 

- The JUGGERNAUT may just be for real real, not for play play.  With one week 

remaining before the break, they have already met last season’s goal of 10 wins.  I 

would say that it is HIGHLY unlikely the Jugs don’t win another one from here on out. 

- Where the Jugs succeeded, the Channel Cats took a little slide, not in the 

standings as they hold the 2nd spot in the NL standings down, and still are over .500, 

they lost some valuable ground in the standings, and face off against the defending AL 

champs right before the all-star break. 

- Panic City in the Salt City.  The Hazard make an in-week trade that will now take 

effect, landing that ace that they wanted.  Unfortunately it seems the offense has dried 

up, and after losing 3 of 4, sit at the bottom looking up, rather than where the 

JUGGERNAUT sit lording over the AL. 

- The Perfectos look like they may run away with the NL title.  Obviously nothing is 

cast in stone yet, as we aren’t quite halfway through the season, but they are sitting 

comfortably atop the NL, and took out the preseason favorites 3 games to 1.  

#numberslie 

- A look at the standings in the AL before slam showed 3 teams tied for first, 2 

teams tied for last.  Now we sit with a clear leader, a clear follower, and 1 game 

separating each team.  Time to see what it will look like going into the break. 

- Will the Terriers swap of Madison Bumgarner for Javy Guerra work out as they 

positioned themselves well for that 3rd playoff spot going into the break. 

 

When Someone Can’t Catch A Break - It feels like it has been an eternity since Jameson 

Taillon was supposed to burst on to the scene.  About a year behind Gerrit Cole was the Pirates 

organizational plan. Then his body betrayed him, not able to handle the fire that can come from 

his arm.  Then a sports hernia issue.  Then a liner to the dome.   

 

Now a potential cancer diagnosis.  Crack all the nut cancer jokes you want, this kid has faced 

adversity.  It makes me want to see him succeed even more.  Not purely for baseball fan 

reasons.  This kid’s #rig has got to be off the charts.  So regardless of your fanhood, it makes it 

hard not to root for Taillon and his “manhood” (hahaha nut joke that rhymed!) to bounce back as 

quickly as he can and get back on the mound.   

 

When You Don’t Show Up To Work - Almost every job on the planet has some sort of 

attendance policy.  When you violate that, bad things happen.  Now I don’t know if he really had 

a headache, or if some sort of dildo party was involved (Twitter rumors are wild!) but when you 

play in the largest media market in the league, and you get suspended for three games, starting 

on a day you’re due to start, people take notice.   

 

What actually happened with the Matt Harvey situation is something I am not sure of.  The most 

normal explanation I have heard was he went golfing Saturday morning, developed a migraine, 

and communicated (or not) to the team that he wasn’t going to make it to the ballpark.  Since he 



got suspended, the team may not have taken kindly to his actions.  This is about to spawn two 

rants. 

 

Rant #1 - This is not the first incident where Harvey’s dedication to the team has been 

questioned.  He seems like enjoy the limelight and the big moment, but at times effort and 

consideration have been questioned.  The problem is that his talent has rarely been questioned.  

When he has been healthy he has been phenomenal.  The issue has been he hasn’t been 

healthy nearly often enough it seems.  The playoff innings limit/Scott Boras issue of 2015 still 

resonates with Mets fans.  So I will say what many others may (or may not) be thinking. 

 

The Mets need to move on.   

 

The Mets have a wealth of issues (more on that later).  Yes, the pitching depth of the Mets is 

paper thin.  Jacob deGrom is doing everything he can to keep the Mets afloat while Thor heals.  

Wheeler is still bouncing back, Gsellman has been inconsistent, and can Matz get healthy for 

fucks sake? 

 

All that said, the Mets don’t need another distraction.  While the talent is undeniable, it may be 

time to let that talent develop elsewhere.  He’s going to keep getting more expensive through 

arbitration, and will almost certainly not stay after he hits the free agent market.  I’m no fan of 

selling low, but with pitching being at a premium, I would imagine someone would be more than 

happy to take Harvey off of our hands.  This may not be a popular opinion, but it’s mine damn it.  

Bartolo for Harvey straight up.  Get it done Sandy! 

 

Rant #2 - Holy shit are the Mets a mess right now.  They have 3 starting capable pitchers on the 

mend.  Their biggest signing in the offseason (Yo) is on the mend.  Again.  After sitting a few 

days hurt.  Asdrubal Cabrera is the walking wounded.  Lucas Duda has been out again.  Travis 

d’Arnaud is hurt again.  And there hasn’t been a David Wright signing in a while.   

 

Neil Walker has been bad.  Curtis Granderson has been worse.  Jose Reyes had a terrible start 

but seems to be turning it around.  Bench players Wilmer Flores and Juan Lagares have been 

pretty awful as well.   

 

That’s not to say that they are without bright spots.  With Yo being hurt and Grandy being awful, 

Conforto has been playing every day and showing he belongs.  Jay Bruce found a new part time 

home at first base and has been slugging at a great rate.  Super sub TJ Rivera has filled in 

adequately for Duda.  The bullpen has largely been really good.   

 

I don’t know if that’s enough to compete in the wild card race, let alone catch the Nationals who 

look really tough.  We took 2 of 3 from them recently, but that 1...holy shit.  Just bad.   

 

I wish I had a magic fix for the Mets.  I don’t think Terry Collins is necessarily the problem, but if 

he benches Conforto once Yo returns that opinion will change very quickly.  I don’t think Sandy 

Alderson is the problem.  I do think they need a new training staff.  And maybe a research 



facility into what the hell is wrong with them medically when all they did was move across a 

parking lot to Citi Field.  Did they hide kryptonite in the pillars?  That wouldn’t take out Capt. 

America but I don’t know what his weakness is.  Apparently an aging spine.   

 

It’s not all doom and gloom or panic city yet, but it doesn’t feel like things are great in Mets land. 

 

Shit Stevo Says… - Yes it’s been a while since Stevo has landed on the pages of the Spotlight, 

but here he is again, in all his glory!  (Warning, there’s some topical/potentially offensive humor 

and naughty language!) 

 

Skibby - “Even on an off day, Mets players are diagnosed with issues.” 

Stevo - “Yeah.  Now Familia can star in a Xarelto commercial with Kevin Nealon and the ghost 

of Arnold Palmer.” 

Skibby - “Can Familia even speak English?” 

Stevo - “Shit, Xarelto isn’t a work in any language.  ‘Sall good.  ‘Warning: Latin American wife 

beaters could be susceptible to massive bruising if the bitch hits back while taking Xarelto.” 

 

It’s May And… - Here’s a list of surprises from the first month of the season. 

- The Baby Bombers are in first place.  And show no signs of slowing down. 

- The Twins, White Sox, and Reds are a combined 3 games out of first place.   

- Aaron Judge is a big bad man, and so far the home run leader, tied with Ryan 

Zimmerman (more on him next) with 13 long balls for the year. 

- Ryan Zimmerman is currently batting .420.  Blaze it. 

- Eugenio Suarez is leading the NL in WAR.  FLAWED STAT!  Sabermetrics suck! 

- Jason Vargas is leading the AL in ERA.  FLAWED STAT! Pitching stats suck! 

- The Red Sox had 10 home runs in April.  They have 17 in May so far.  Because 

baseball. 

- The three starting pitchers LBI hoped to have for the future are currently ranked 

92-94 in WHIP.  Out of 95.  Awesome. 

- Ivan Nova has more complete games (5) than walks allowed (4) since arriving in 

Pittsburgh from NY.   

 

It’s Still May And… - Things are changing here at the Spotlight.  No, I’m not going anywhere.  

Well, I’m going places, but you will still get to read my ramblings every other week.   

 

My first final is tonight.  My final presentation is Saturday.  My final final is next Wednesday.  

And then I’m done.  My college experience at BU, at least for undergrad, will be complete.  It’s a 

strange feeling, and I’m sure May 20th will be a little emotional, but I’ve looked forward to this 

day for a long time, and it’s finally here.   

 

So this week’s spotlight is a little short, because I have...about 6 hours to learn French before 

my test.  So that’s all for this week.  Previews up next.  No, they will not be written in French! 

 

 



 
 
RULES OF THE GAME: 

This week I’m going to look at some ideas on to handle the ABL’s taxi teams moving forward in 2018.   
 
One idea I’ve been considering as a possible Commish change to the rulebook or a possible amendment 
to be voted on by the league in the off-season is minimum roster requirements.  Some teams were very 
keen on starting the season with only two starting pitchers or in other examples sending down an 
unneeded starter before a four-game series.  The idea below states a minimum that is needed on the active 
roster during the regular season. 
 
Each team must have five starting pitchers and five relief pitchers on the active roster during the 

regular season.  During the playoffs, teams have no minimum pitching roster requirements.  Pitchers 

that both start and relief can’t count against both categories. 

 

In addition to this change, I’m planning to remove the clause that allows a team to send down a starter 

that needs rest prior to a four-game series.   

 
Another practice managers have been using a lot in 2017 with the change this past off-season to 
unrestricted movement of the players on the taxi team is moving players up and down based on match 
ups.  Is that realistic?  What that the intent of the taxi team when it was devised?  To answer the second 
question, the taxi team was devised when injures happened to avoid managers from having to sign a free 
agent every time a player was injured or suspended.   
 
The smart managers in the league have recently utilized the taxi team as an extension of the roster and 
shuffle players, relievers, and even starters depending on who they are rolling in a given week.  Would 
the Yankees send down Brent Gardner to Triple A because two lefty starters are facing the yanks?  How 
about their “ace” Tanaka if the opponent is starting seven lefties in the lineup?  Pack it up Tanaka, see 
you next time your come up in the rotation.  The fun part the unlimited taxi moves does allow is for 
managers to use a larger roster and make changes based on those matchups.  This is an idea actually that 
has been floated in MLB to handle September callups instead of expanding to 40 players.  The idea is to 
have an active roster and use guys as needed off a taxi team type scenario.  There is always going to be 
the balance on what is fun for managers and realism.  I’m starting to feel since the Commish’s office is 
the one that keeps track of all these moves is the rule is now being over utilized a bit with unintended 
consequences.  My idea to make it more realistic again is to go back to the old rule and also add it for 
players.  You can still make some strategic moves that don’t involve injuries, trades, etc but it’s not 
unlimited.  Instead teams are limited to four pitcher and four player moves per season. 
 
Teams are limited to only four pitcher and four player taxi team transactions per regular season.  No 

limitations in playoffs since rosters are set on a per series basis.  Exceptions:  Bringing up a 

pitcher/player after a trade, injury, or suspension.  Another exception is when a team is below 25 active 

players on their roster.  The transaction must take place before the next series to not count against the 



limitation.  Also, teams must call up a pitcher/player by the next series after the pitcher/player comes 

off the injury/suspension list to not count against the limitation.   
 
The final idea is the size of the taxi team.  The taxi team was increased prior to the 2017 season from five 
to seven since there was concern more injuries could take place with a new injury chart.  The opposite has 
happened as injuries have severely decreased and rarely is a player summoned from the taxi team due to 
injury.  Even if the injury chart was updated to revert back to more injuries, teams are using the taxi team 
to stash players from the future.  This has a negative impact on the draft the next season and once again 
undermines the purpose of the taxi team went it was created by ABL Hall of Famer Don Allen Sr.  A 
simple solution is to revert back to the 30-player roster and five player taxi team.  Since the number was 
increased to seven, several players on the taxi team never leave the taxi team all season.  In added bonus 
its twenty less players the Commish has to keep track of. 
 
Each team will be able to place a maximum of five players on their taxi team.  These players will make 

up the team’s taxi squad they can go to and bring up players in case of injuries and trades.   
 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
4. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
5. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 



 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

4/25 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Rougned Odor and called up Jackie Bradley. 
 
4/28 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Michael Conforto and called up Ken Giles. 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Jeff Samardzija, Max Kepler and called up Raisel Iglesias, 
Xavier Cedeno. 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Stephen Strasburg and called up Santiago Casilla. 
 
5/1 TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Taylor Rogers and called up Melky Cabrera. 
 

TRADE:  To Tallahassee:  George Springer. 
To Ocracoke:  Madison Bumgarner. 

 
5/2 TRADE:  To Tallahassee:  Junior Guerra. 

To Mudville:  George Springer. 
 
5/3 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Ken Giles and called up Robbie Grossman. 
 
5/7 TRADE:  To Syracuse:  Justin Verlander, Cameron Maybin, Jefry Marte. 

To Orlando:  Drew Pomeranz, Kyle Seager, Gregory Polanco. 
 
TAXI TEAM:  Syracuse sent down Cameron Maybin. 
 
FREE AGENT:  Orlando picked up Miguel Montero(C) and dropped Jarrod Saltalamacchia(C). 
 
TAXI TEAM:  Orlando sent down Trevor May, Ian Kinsler, Logan Morrison and called up 

Deolis Guerra, Matt Adams, Hernan Perez. 
 
5/9 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Chris Sale and called up Miguel Gonzalez. 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Melky Cabrera and called up Stephen Strasburg. 
 
 

 
 



INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

J. Reddick  MUD  4  GM-95   9 
 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Ocracoke at Tallahassee 

TALLAHASSEE POUNDS OUT 4 HOME RUNS IN GAME 1 VICTORY. 
GM1 
This game started out weird as a little copy catting was going on. 1st inning 2nd batter Springer 
get plunked. Bottom half of the inning 2nd batter Segura got plunked. In the 2nd lead off hitter 
and #5 hitter in the order Pederson touches them all for a solo shot. Bottom of the inning same 
thing leadoff man #5 hitter Walker goes yard. Top of the 3rd leadoff man and #1 hitter 
Hernandez walks and eventually would score. Bottom half leadoff man and #1 hitter in the order 
Herrera walks and would score. The copy catting stopped their. Tallahassee would hit 3 HR in 
the 3rd from Segura, Davis and Moss 6-2 Tallahassee added a couple more runs in the 4th and 
7th onto a 9-2 win. Straily pitched 7 solid innings and may have earned himself a spot in the 
rotation. 4 Batters were HBP in the game two for each team. Final 9-2 
 
Orcacoke Pitchers 
Maeda 5 ip Loss 
Iglesias 1ip 
Lugo 1ip 
Watson 1ip 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Straily 7ip Win 
Cervenka 1ip 
Colome 1ip 
 
HR 
Pederson, Walker, Segura, Davis and Moss 
 
No Injuries 
 
SLOW PITCH BASEBALL IN GAME 2 IN FAVOR OF TERRIERS 
GM2 
Wild game 2 as both offenses were on fire early but then cooled off late. Orcacoke start the 
scoring in the 1st Thompson getting the RBI with a 2 out double. Tallahassee answers back with 
one as Rizzo continues the hot hitting going yard 1-1. 2nd inning Blackbeards score 2 runs as 
Springer picked up a RBI double and scored on a Fernandez throwing error. Terriers answer 
back in the bottom half for 4 runs a solo shot by Gyorko Fernandez would double and score with 



a Segura gcf single. Rizzo would then hit his 2nd of the game 5-3. Tallahassee makes it 8-3 in 
the 3rd as Gyorko would send one over the wall for a 2 run HR his 2nd of the game. Fernandez 
would double again and score on a Herrera gcf single. Orcacoke would pick one up in the 4th to 
make it 8-4 then take the lead in the 5th scoring 6 runs on 7 hits. Trumbo, Thompson picking up 
2 RBI's each form doubles. Bottom of the inning Talahassee answers with a 5 run inning and a 
13-10 lead on 4 hits and 2 HBP big blow was a Davis 2 run HR. After that the batters were 
either exhausted or the pitchers started pitching. From the 6th inning on Tallahassee went 1,2,3 
and the Blackbeards managed 2 walks and one single. Final 13-10 
 
Orcacoke Pitchers 
Odorizzi 4 2/3ip Loss 
Dull 1/3ip 
Iglesis 1ip 
Uehara 1ip 
Andriese 1ip 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Fernandez 4 2/3ip  
Diekman 1/3ip 
Torress 2ip Win 
Law 1ip 
Colome 1ip Save 
 
HR 
Rizzo(2), Davis, Gyorko (2) 
 
Injuries 
Gyorko collided with Trumbo in the 6th out for the game and the next one. 
Pederson HBP in the 1st out for the game. 
 
 
BLACKBEARDS EXPLODE INTHE 1ST INNING OF GAME 3 AND GET 9 SOLID INNINGS 
FROM GRIFFIN AND COMPANY. 
gm3 
Orcacoke shows some muscle in the 1st inning of game 3. Getting 2 2-run HR from Schimpf 
and Pederson for a 4-0 lead. Tallahassee picked one up in the 2nd when Davis hit his 3rd HR of 
the series and 3rd straight game. After that Griffin allowed only 2 more hits pitching 5 innings. 
Archer settled down after the 1st going 6 innings given up 5 hits but walking 5 as well. Walker 
tried scoring in the 5th on a Moss double but was gunned down by Pederson. Walker would 
leave the game. In the 7th Orcacoke added an insurance run as Cabrera picked up the RBI 5-1. 
In the 9th Lugo would give up a leadoff triple to Herrera then a double to Segura he would IBB 
Rizzo to bring to the plate the tying run. In comes Kimbrel and he would strikeout Davis and 
Semien and Moss would send a lazy fly ball to center to end the game. Final 5-2 
 
Orcacoke Pitchers 
Griffin 5ip Win 
Watson 1ip 
Dull 1ip 
Lugo 1ip 
Kimbrel 1ip Save 
 



Tallahassee Pitchers 
Archer 6ip Loss 
Cervenka 2ip 
Diekman 1ip 
 
HR 
Schimpf, Pederson, Davis 
 
Injuries Walker for the game 
 
DAVIS GOES YARD FOR THE 4TH STRAIGHT GAME IN WALK OFF FASHION IN EXTRA. 
gm4 
Moss would start the scoring in game 4 in the 2nd inning with a solo blast. Orcacoke got it going 
against Porcello in the 4th. They would score 5 runs sending 9 men to the plate. Martinez, 
Buster, Darvish would pick up RBI's and Hernandez getting 2 from a double. Martinez would 
make it 6-1 in the 5th getting his 2nd RBI of the game. Darvish was mowing them down allowing 
only 2 singles after the 2nd inning HR.. To the 9th with 1 out and Darvish still in the game things 
began to fall apart for Darvish, A walk to Rizzo would fatigue him but the Blackbeard manager 
decides to let him go with the 5 run lead. Davis would then follow with a single followed by a 
walk to Walker. Darvish would be lifted for Andriese. Moss would walk bringing in one run. Then 
Gyorko would send on to center field on the range play and go over the head of Pederson. 
Gyorko would come all the way around for the game tying inside the park HR. This game would 
head to extra innings and in the 10th Schimpf would hit a 2out triple but he would be left 
stranded. In the 12th with Law in the game PH Springer would single then a FC to by 
Hernandez. Thompson would move him to 2nd with a single. Schimpf would hit a slow roller 
moving the runners to 2nd and 3rd. Tallahassee decides to load the bases by IBB Broxton. 
Diekman would get out the jam with a fly ball to center by PH Kenderick. Then in the 13th Iglesis 
would come in and throw one pitch to Davis and it would leave the ball park for a game winning 
walk off HR. Final 7-6 
 
Orcacoke Pitchers 
Darvish 8 1/3ip  
Andriese 2 2/3ip 
Uehara 1ip 
Iglesis 0ip Loss 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Porcello 7 ip 
Torres 1ip 
Colome 1ip 
Law 2 1/3ip 
Diekman 1 2/3ip Win 
 
HR 
Davis, Moss, Gyorko 
 
Injuries 
none 
 
Great time talking baseball and Rangers playoff hockey Duran. Talk to you in the 2nd half.  
legend  



 
 
Mudville at Long Beach Island 
Mudville comes into slam struggling thus far, while LBI looks to stay close to the top spot in the AL. 

Game 1 - Lewis vs. Nolasco - Both starters have a clean start, sitting the boys down in order through the 
first two innings.  Mudville would break it open with a 2 RBI single from Realmuto and a 2 RBI double 
from Trout in the 3rd to take an early 4-0 lead.  LBI would answer back with 5 in the 4th, highlighted by 
back to back one out doubles from Murphy and Healy followed by a Gonzo bomb.  Mudville would tie it 
in the 5th with a two out Trout double and Bour single, then retake the lead in the 6th after a 2 out wild 
pitch and Realmuto would drive in two.  LBI would again tie the game in the 8th with a 2 rbi single from 
healy, and this game would go extras.  Bour would break the tie in the 10th with a solo 
boooooooooooomb and while LBI would get Rondon out of the game in the 10th, Duke would shut the 
door, and Mudville would take game 1.  Final Score Mudville 8, LBI 7 

Pitching 
Mudville 
Lewis 6.1 
Strickland 0.2 
Blanton 1.0 
<W> Rondon 1.1 
<S> Duke 0.2 

LBI 
Nolasco 6.1 
Giles 1.2 
Buchter 1.0 
<L> Familia 1.0 

No Injuries 

Game 2 - Guerra vs. Davies - Mudville would waste no time getting on the board, with a Diaz RBI single 
in the 1st, then a 2 run jack from Jason "I'm going to replace Villar" Kipnis.  Guerra would keep the LBI 
lineup in check, scattering hits here and there, but allowing no consistent offensive output.  Kipnis would 
add another run, with an RBI single in the 9th, for a 4-0 lead.  Guerra would come out in the 9th and LBI 
would make it interesting, loading up the bases and driving in two runs on walks, but Bryant would go 
down swinging in a big way to end the game in the 9th, and LBI goes down 0-2 in the series.  Final Score 

Mudville 4, LBI 2 

Pitching 
Mudville 
<W> Guerra 8.0 
Hendricks 0.1 
Strickland 0.2 

LBI 
<L> Davies 7.0 
Boshers 1.0 
Salas 1.0 
 
No Injuries 



 
Games 3 and 4 would be played Monday evening, and as many of you know, some nasty storms came 
through the area and knocked out my power.  About the time I logged in to Skype and was about to hit the 
call button...so mad dash scramble to get Skype on the cell, and get situated to have a romantic evening of 
ABL action, reading cards and charts by candlelight, with my hands free on and the roller on the 
phone.  Really glad I switched to digital scoresheets because the ipad is bright.  Enough of the interlude, 
on the the game action! 

Game 3 - Bauer vs. Price - Mudville would again waste no time, this time with a 3 run Smolinski dong in 
the 2nd, to take an early 3-0 lead.  Bryant would hit a solo shot in the 3rd, and after that Bauer would call 
Casey out to the mound and tell him he's just out of gas.  Bayer would get out of the 3rd, and the bullpen 
would take over with Zack Duke up first.  He would get the first three batters in order, but his 2nd inning 
of duty would be tougher.  With one down, Bryant would hit a 2 run shot, and then Healy would add a 
solo shot with 2 outs to take a 4-3 lead.  Price would keep the Mudville lineup in check until the 9th, 
when the baton gets passed to Ziegler and after a single and an error, retire the last two batters and get 
LBI back in the win column.  Final Score LBI 4 Mudville 3 

Pitching 
Mudville 
Bauer 3.0 
<L> Duke 1.2 
Hendricks 2.1 
Blanton 1.0 

LBI 
<W> Price 8.1 
<S> Ziegler 0.2 

No Injuries 

Game 4 - Arrieta vs. Kluber - Aces on the bump in this one, but Arrieta would struggle early.  Molina 
would put up a 2 run double in the first, and an error by Escobar would plate another.  Murph would hit 
his first home run of the year, a 2 run shot in the 2nd.  In the 3rd, Arrieta would plunk Baez (for the 2nd 
time) and the Jankowski would hit a ball into the RCF gap, and apparently Trout and Reddy Red Pecker 
need to work on their communication skills, as they would meet in uncomfortable fashion and Baez 
would score.  Reddick would come out of the game hurt, but Trout would shake it off.  LBI would add a 3 
run shot in the 6th from Healy, and a 6 run 8th really put the game out of reach.  Kluber would rebound 
well from getting hit by a line drive the week before and dominate the Mudville lineup for a CG 
SHO.  Final Score LBI 15 Mudville 0 
 
 
Pitching 
Mudville 
<L> Arrieta 7.0 
Strickland 1.0 

LBI 
<W> Kluber 9.0 

Injuries 
Mudville - Josh Reddick 4 games 



LBI - None 

Casey, had a great time rolling, and thank you for your patience with the power issues and whatnot 
Monday night.  Best of luck going forward. 
 
 
Syracuse at Titusville 

Game One 
Titusville 5 Syracuse 4 
The halves of the scorecard were mirror images of each other. Almost. Titusville starter Stephen Wright 
had the knuckleball working early and allowed only two hits through five scoreless innings. Syracuse 
starter Cole Hamels and the Hazard pen held the Perfectos scoreless and allowed only one base hit over 
the last four innings of work. The first four did not go so well for Hamels, however. Four straight base 
hits to lead of the bottom of the third the last of which was a two-run Cespedes homer’ gave Titusville a 
4-0 lead. Pence hit a solo bomb in the bottom of the fourth to give the Perfectos a 5-0 lead. In the top of 
the sixth the Syracuse bats began to wake up and chip away at the Titusville lead. Ryan Braun singled in 
two to get things started. They scored one in the seventh against Will Harris, but left the bases loaded. AJ 
Ramos cut the lead to one in the eighth with a round-tripper, but the three-inning scoring streak was 
stopped in the ninth by Titusville’s closer Tyler Thornburg. The Perfectos took the game by a 5-4 score, 
despite being out-hit 10-to-6. 
 
                 R  H  E LOB 
SYR 000 002 110  4 10  1  8 
TV  004 100 00x  5  6  0  3 
  
TV PITCHING 
Wright 6 (WIN) 

Harris 1 
Kontos 1 
Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 
 
SYR PITCHING 
Hamels 6 (LOSS) 
Jones 1 
Bowman 1 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
Game Two 
Titusville 1 Syracuse 0 
 
Two potent lineups. Back end of the rotations. Ready for a slug-fest? Not so fast. Titusville’s Hisashi 
Iwakuma pitched six and two-thirds scoreless innings and allowed only five hits and a walk. Syracuse’s 
Drew Pomeranz was equally impressive: three hits, three walks, and ten strikeouts over six scoreless. 
Titusville’s biggest threat was second and third with two outs in the fourth, but Pomeranz struck out his 
counterpart Iwakuma to end the inning. Iwakuma tired in the seventh and loaded the bases with two outs. 
Will Harris came on to put out the fire by inducing a routine ground-out from pinch hitter Anthony 
Rendon. Still scoreless in the bottom of the eighth with two outs, when Edwin Encarnacion put a swing 
on a ball that left the park and gave the Perfectos the slimmest of margins heading into the ninth. Tyler 
Thornburg set down the side in order to notch his third save in three consecutive games and give the 
Perfectos a 2-0 start in the four-game series. 



 
                 R  H  E LOB 
SYR 000 000 000  0  5  0  6 
TV  000 000 01x  1  5  0  7 
  
TV PITCHING 
Iwakuma 6.2 

Harris 0.1 
Gregerson 1 
Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 
 
SYR PITCHING 
Pomeranz 6 
Jones 1 
Bowman 1 (LOSS) 
 
INJURIES: none 
EJECTION: Yelich (punch-up after caught stealing on a hard slide) 
 
Game Three 
Syracuse 11 Titusville 8 
 
The Syracuse offense really clicked in game three, especially the first three in the order, Altuve, Cory 
Seager, and Miggy, who combined to go 10-for-15 with seven runs and eight RBIs. The Perfectos 
managed only two against Taijuan Walker over six innings, both runs coming on solo homers. After six 
the Hazard were ahead 5-2. They greeted Titusville reliever Luke Gregerson with four consecutive hits 
and extended their lead to 8-2. They did the same thing against Jake Barrett in the eighth: four straight 
hits to lead off the inning, resulting in another three runs and an 11-2 score. In the bottom of the eighth 
Machado hit the Perfectos’ third solo shot of the game to make it 11-3. In the bottom of the ninth, the 
Perfectos were not optimistic, so relief pitcher Barrett was allowed to bat. He singled. Zobrist brought 
him home with a two-run tater, then two batters later Manny Machado hit another two-run ding-dong, and 
suddenly the lead was cut to four. A hit batsman and a single ended Strop’s day, and the closer Kintzler 
came on and surrendered a single to load the bases and bring the tying run to the plate with one out.  Matt 
Holliday reached on a fielder’s choice that plated another run, then pinch-hitter Hunter Pence hit a sharp 
ground ball to second base to end the comeback and the game. 
 
                 R  H  E LOB 
SYR 003 020 330 11 18  1  7 
TV  010 100 015  8 12  0  8 
  
TV PITCHING 
E. Santana 6 (LOSS) 
Gregerson 1 
Barrett 2 
 
SYR PITCHING 
Walker (WIN) 
Hand 1 
Smith 1 
Strop 0.1 
Kintzler 0.2 (SAVE) 



 
INJURIES: Encarnacion 1 game (HBP) 
 
Game Four 
Titusville 3 Syracuse 1 
 
After the high-scoring game three, it was time for a pitchers’ duel. Kyle Hendricks was on the mound for 
Titusville, and Jose Quintana toed the rubber for the Hazard. Through five innings each pitcher had 
allowed two hits, one walk, and zero runs. The symmetry continued in the sixth inning. Jose Altuve, 
Syracuse’s lead-off hitter, pounded one over the wall for a 1-0 lead. In the bottom of the inning Domingo 
Santana, Titusville’s lead-off hitter, said ‘I can do that too, and launched a four-bagger off the Deep chart. 
It stayed tied at 1-1 until the bottom of the eighth when Encarnacion came in to pinch hit for the pitcher. 
The Syracuse manager asked if Edwin had gotten the day off so far because of being injured by a hit-by-
pitch in the previous game. The Titusville manager replied, ‘we were just saving him for this exact 
situation. Well, Encarnacion came through and hit a go-ahead home run off the Deep chart. Doubles by 
Zobrist and Santana added some insurance, and then Tyler Thornburg came on to earn his third save of 
the series. 
 
                 R  H  E LOB 
SYR 000 001 000  1  5  0  5 
TV  000 001 02x  3  7  0  3 
  
TV PITCHING 
Hendricks 8 (WIN) 

Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 
 
SYR PITCHING 
Quintana 8 (LOSS) 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
Coop, thanks for coming over. Hope you’re over that cold. 
 
 
Chesapeake Bay at La Jolla 

Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of the faithful.  

Juggernaut come home to find the Commish and his ruthless band of widowmakers ready to do battle in a 

4 game set. Former Juggernaut, Josh Gibson, Stachel Paige, Bob Gibson and Tony Gynn were on hand to 

provide both inspiration and fear. Whitney Houston Marvin Gaye took turns singing the national anthem.   

Cbay treats Hill like a baby seal in ruthless clubbing. 

Game #1 

Two lefties, Lester vs Hill. The home team would score 1st in the bottom of the 1st with an RBI fielder’s 

choice after an error by Turner. That would prove to be the only fan fare for La Jolla. Hill Gets roughed 

up in the top of the 3rd and decides to hit Eaton for his 1st of 3 hit batsmen. Stanton got a two out two run 

single to give the visitors the lead they would not relinquish. Belt loses on the next inning. Top of 5 Hill 

hits Fowler and Saladino in order to start off the inning. He then walks Eaton to load the bases and 



Stanton ignores the R symbol and blows the game open with a grand salami. 7-1 bad guys. Cbay would 

plate one more in the 6th. Quackenbush came in to put gasl0ine on the fire and gives up back to back solo 

shots to Turner and Correa in the 8th. It is now 10 to 2. La Joll wopuld make the score look closer than the 

game by scoring 3 runs in the bottom of the 9th. Final Cbay 10 La Jolla 5     

                                                  R H  E  LOB 

Channel Cats 0 0 2 1 4 1 0 2 0  10 11  1  8 

Juggernaut    1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1  3  5  10  0  7 

Pitching 

CBay 

W Lester 8.2 

Phelpls .1 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

Juggernaut 

L Hill 6.2 

Quackenbush 1.2 

Blevins .2 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Shoemaker does the unthinkable and shutsdown the Channel Cats 

Game # 2 Cranky Greinke on the bump for Cbay and Shoemaker to go for La Jolla. Cano would get the 

only hots Shoemaker would allow in the top of the 1st. La Jolla would get a 3 run rally in the bottom of 

the 3rd hilighted by an RBI double from Span and a 2RBI single from Gordon. Greinke would go on to 

pitch a complte game allowing only 7 hits which would normally be enough. Soler is knocked out of the 

game after getting beaned in the head. In the top of the 6th. Hazelbaker comes in to run for him and gets to 

3rd but would be it. Oh pitches the 8th and allows Cbay’s only run with an RBU double from Fowler. 

Jansen comes in to get the save in the 9th. La Jolla gets by 3 to 1.  

                                                   R H E LOB 

Channel Cats 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0  1  4  0  5 

Juggernaut     0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0  3  7  1  8 

Pitching 

CBay 

L Greinke 8 

 

Injuries 



Soler for the game  

 

Pitching 

Juggernaut 

W Shoemaker 7 

Oh 1 

S Jansen 1 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Another pitching gem leaves everyone wondering what is going on and Gattis has a season in one 

game.  

Game # 3 deGrom vs Hellickson in a battle of nmber 5 starters. The Cbay hitter were literally salivating at 

the chance to go against this favorable match up. As in the previous two games Juggernaut start off the 

scoring with Gattis hitting a lead solo shot in the bottom of the 2nd. Cbay’s supringly quiet bats wake up 

with Turner and Bruce providing the offens to tie the score at 1. Bottom of the frame and that guy with 

the awesome beard is at it again. This time it is a 2 run slammer following a Pujols double that give La 

Jolla the 3 to 1 lead after 4. Bottomof the next inning and the wheals fall off of the Channel Cat pitcing 

trin. Span, he who is known for his amazing power, starts things going with a one out solo bomb. Gordon 

singles and the Commish tried an experimant that didn’t quite work out the way he thought it would. 

Casilla comes in and does his Quackenbush impersonation. He hits Bogearts and after Solarte get on via 

fielder’s choice he gives an RBI single to Pujols and that dude from behind the plate gets an RBI double 

followed by the ancient one, Beltran, getting another two out RBI double. 5 runs come across and 

suddenly it is an 8 to 1 game. Normally not an issue with Cbay and Hellickson still on the mound. But 

Hellickson wouild not allow another base runner over the 4 innings sitting down 14 in a row before he is 

lifted in the 9th with one out. Neris comes in and gives up 3 hits and a run. Oh and BTW that Evan 

character hit a solo shot, his 3rd of the game in the bottom of the 7th. Gattis’ line, 4-4 4 runs 5 RBI’s and 3 

dingers. Final score 9 to 4 La Jolla 

                                                    R H E LOB 

Channel Cats 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3  4  9  0  5 

Juggernaut     0 1 0 2 6 0 1 0 0  9 13 1  5 

Pitching 

CBay 

L deGrom 4.1 

Casilla .2 

Tazawa 1 

Phelps 2 

Chapman .1 

 

Injuries 

None 



 

Pitching 

Juggernaut 

W Hellickson 8.1 

Neris .2 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Battle of aces goes extra 

Game # 4 Scherzer vs Kershaw. Things start off differently as Cbay clearly brought there bats for this 

game.  Eaton would drive in a run and Kershaw would give up a rare walk to plate another run to give 

CBA the early 2 run lead. Abreu would halve the difference with home run in the bottom of the 2nd. Cbay 

would not be stand pat and Soler would hit a two run bomb at the top of the next inning. 4 to 1 Cbay. It 

was looking like that score would stand until the bottom of the 6th. Following a double play that would 

erase a lead off single by Pujols, Beltran doubles, Abreu singles and knocks him in, Puig singles, Span is 

plunked, Reed comes in for Scherzer and throws a wild pitch that bring Abreu in, then Gordon finishes it 

off by clearing the bases with a triple. La Jolla is now up 5 to 4. Top of the 8th and Lucroy and Turner 

would get back to back singles, then Puig decides that playing defense is just not my thing and makes a 

throwing error following a Correa hit. Oh comes in and gets La Jolla out of the jam. But the damage has 

been done and the score is tied. Eaton would triple to styart off the 9th but is stranded after Oh strikes out 

Hazelbaker and Stanton and gets Valbuena to ground out to Pujols. The next two inning are uneventful 

until the bottom of the 11th and the all so mighty Denard Span flexes his ever impressive biceps and take 

Bush deep for the walk off HR giving Juggernaut the series win 6 to 5.  

                                                         R H E LOB 

Channel Cats 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 13 0 11 

Juggernaut     0 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 1 6 14 2 6 

Pitching 

CBay 

Scherzer 5.2 

Reed 1 

Tazawa 2 

L Bush .3 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

Juggernaut 

Kershaw 7.1 

Oh 1.2 

Neris 1 



W Jansen 1 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Good rolling with you Comish. Enjoyed the peanut gallery watching game 1. :)   

 

 

Orlando at Albany 

Sharks get split on the road with 2, 1-run wins and more homers than steals 

Game One 

Albany 8 Orlando 5  

Things looked to be going Albany's way as LeMahieu got the Lo-Sox on the board with a 1-range (281-281) roundtripper 
leading off the game. The Sox piled on and put up a 5-spot powered by doubles from Blackmon and Story and a 2-out, 2-
RBI gcf from Cargo. Orlando answered in the 2nd with a Saltalamacchia salami with two aboard. The Sharks drew even 
thanks to a couple errors and a JD Martinez clout. Sharks catcher, Saltalamacchia, aka Salty, got each of his three 
outcomes on his hitter's card - K, HR, BB and the feat was dubbed the "Salty Cycle." Alas, it was not enough as Albany 
ruined the comeback story with a 3-run 5th that stood up with help from the pen.  

Lines of the game: 

JD MARTINEZ 4-2-3-1, 2B, HR 

C GONZALEZ  4-0-3-3, 2B 

SALTALAMACcHIA  3-1-1-3, HR, BB, K 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

ORL  3 1  1      5 10 0 

ALB 5    3    x  8 11 2 

  

ORL Pitching 

Fulmer 5.1 (L) 

Logan 1.2 

Wilsdon 1 

Rondon 1 

  



ALB Pitching 

Gray 5 (W) 

Reyes 1 

Barraclough 1 

Bedrosian 1 

Melancon 1 (S) 

 

INJURIES: 

None 

CRAZY PLAYS: 

None on the chart, but 100 roll on weather nets HOT day with -8 Stamina result 

 

Game Two 

Orlando 3  Albany 2   

Chatwood and Nola dueled in game 2, with Nola getting the better of the fight, striking out 10. The Sharks and Sox 
exchanged 2-run taters in the 4th (Martinez and Carpenter). With 2 outs and no one aboard, future HOFer, Adrian Beltre 
faced down Reyes and took the youngster downtown to give Orlando a 3-2 win. Hamilton stole one, but was nailed twice 
by Contreras. 

Line of the game:  

BELTRE 3-1-2-1, BB, GW HR in 9th 

  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

ORL    2     1  3 6 0 

ALB    2       2 7 1 

  

ORL Pitching 

Nola 8.1 (W) 



Ryan 0.2 (S) 

  

ALB Pitching 

Chatwood 7.1 

Barraclough 1 

Reyes 0.2 (L) 

 

INJURIES: 

None 

CRAZY PLAYS: 

#679 - Possible balk, but bases empty 

 

Game Three 

Orlando 4  Albany 3, 11 innings 

Orlando got on the board with the longball as McCann went yard on the Deep! Chart (98 roll on a 40), then they went to 
the tried and true Buckball manufacturing process. Hamilton bunted for a hit, got balked to 2nd, stole 3rd and came home 
on the Peraza SF. Solo jacks by Contreras and Votto got Albany on the board setting up a drought of scoring - bonus 
baseball! Lackey pitched into the 10th before giving way to the relief corps.The Sharks took the lead on their third Sac Fly 
of the game, compliments of Marte.Albany attempted to walk it off in the bottom, but their 2-out rally came up empty as 
Duvall grounded out with the bases juiced. Hamilton stole one, but was picked off in the 10th after a leadoff single. 

 Line of the game: 

McCANN  2-1-2-2, HR on 40 Deep!, SF 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11  R H E 

ORL   2 1       1  4 10 0 

ALB   1 2         3 9 0 

 

  



ORL Pitching 

Lackey 9.2 

Wilson 0.1 (W) 

Logan 1 (S) 

  

ALB Pitching 

Anderson 8 

Bedrosian 1 

Rusin 2 (L) 

 

INJURIES: 

None 

CRAZY PLAYS: 

#337 - LeMahieu and Gonzalez collide chasing flyball. Both stay in game. 

 

Game Four 

Albany 2  Orlando 1 

The aces took to the bump in the series-ender and quickly it became a whiff-fest. Through 3, Verlander fanned 6 to Thor's 
5. The difference came in the 4th as Story touched them all and forced Carpenter across ahead of him. The 2-0 score 
would hold up until the 9th when the Sharks announced pinch-hitter Morrison to face Noah with 2 outs and a man aboard. 
There seemed to be confusion as the Albany skipper visited the mound, took the ball from Thor and motioned for 
LHOOGY Claudio. Thor pleaded with his manager and apparently won the argument. Syndergaard surrendered a gapper 
to Morrison, plating Salty and making it a 2-1 game. Melancon appeared and got the hard-working, one-out save. 

 Line of the game:  

SYNDERGAARD IP-8.2 H-5 ER-1 BB-0 K-10 Win 

VERLANDER IP-7 H-8 ER-2 BB-3 K-14 Loss 

  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 



ORL         1  1 5 0 

ALB    2     x  2 10 0 

  

ORL Pitching 

Verlander 7 (L) 

Ryan 1 

  

ALB Pitching 

Syndergaard 8.2 (W) 

Melancon 0.1 (S) 

 

INJURIES: 

None 

CRAZY PLAYS: 

None on the chart, but Pedroia tossed after fighting over caught stealing hard slide 

Buck - Great series and enjoyed talking with you between the action! 

 
 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Scherzer Rest 4 games 
Strasburg Rested  
Lester  Rest 1 game 
Greinke  Rest 2 games 
deGrom Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 



Tazawa must REST in game one  
Bush must REST in game one  
Reed pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Porcello Rest 3 games 
F. Hernandez Rested 
Straily  Rest 1 game 
J. Fernandez Rest 2 games 
Guerra  Rest 2 games 
Archer  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Law must REST in game one and game two 
Diekman must REST in game one  
Torres pitched in one game 
Colome pitched in one game 
 
Orlando 
Pomeranz Rest 2 games 
Ray  Rested 
Fulmer  Rest 1 game 
Nola  Rest 2 games 
Lackey  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Ryan pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Hendricks Rest 4 games 
Gonzalez Rested 
Wright  Rest 1 game 
Iwakuma Rest 2 games 
Santana  Rest 3 games 
Sale  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Thornburg pitched in one game 
 

Mudville 
Arrieta  Rest 4 games 
Estrada  Rested 
Lewis  Rest 1 game 
Bauer  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Hendricks must REST in game one  
Strickland pitched in one game 
 

 

Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 4 games 
Carrasco Rested 
Nolasco Rest 1 game 
Davies  Rest 2 games 



Price  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

Syracuse 
Quintana Rest 4 games 
Eickhoff Rested 
Hamels  Rest 1 game 
Verlander Rest 4 games  
Walker  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 
Ocracoke 
Darvish  Rest 4 games 
Bumgarner Rested 
Maeda  Rest 1 game 
Odorizzi Rest 2 games 
Griffin   Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Andriese must REST in game one  
Uehara pitched in one game 
Iglesias pitched in one game 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 4 games 
Cueto  Rested 
Hill  Rest 1 game  
Shoemaker Rest 2 games 
Hellickson Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Oh must REST in game one  
Neris pitched in one game 
Jansen pitched in one game 
 
Albany 
Syndergaard Rest 4 games 
Martinez Rested 
Gray  Rest 1 game 
Chatwood Rest 2 games 
Anderson Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Melancon pitched in one game 
 
 



 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Series Previews - Week 8 

 

As I may have mentioned previously, this is the last week before the All-Star break.  So, make 

sure you get your votes in to have an impact on the teams.  Also, vote legitimately, we’d hate to 

have a voter fraud investigation on our hands.  Enough horsing about, it’s time for previews! 

 

Series One - Syracuse Hazard (7-9) vs. Orlando Sharks (6-10) 

 

They missed playing their Cinco de Mayo series for real by a play week, but it’s still Mayo so 

screw it let us renew the rivalry! 

 

The recent struggles of the Hazard have been well documented.  They took the first step to 

reversing their fortunes by acquiring Mr. Kate Upton.  Maybe the power of her jugs being around 

the team will loosen the team up.  I’m sure Miggy won’t complain.  The problem is I can’t 

WEEK 8 MAY 12 - MAY 21 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

81 SYRACUSE ORLANDO COOP BUCK NL NIGHT

82 SYRACUSE ORLANDO NIGHT

83 TALLAHASSEE ALBANY DON JR. MICHAEL AL NIGHT

84 TALLAHASSEE ALBANY NIGHT

85 MUDVILLE OCRACOKE CASEY DURAN AL NIGHT

86 MUDVILLE OCRACOKE NIGHT

87 CHESAPEAKE BAY LONG BEACH COMMISH SKIBBY AL NIGHT

88 CHESAPEAKE BAY LONG BEACH NIGHT

89 TITUSVILLE LA JOLLA LENNY KEVIN AL NIGHT

90 TITUSVILLE LA JOLLA NIGHT



pinpoint an underlying issue.  Looking at the stat file, they have 5 guys that qualify for a batting 

title collecting hits over 33% of their at bats.  Big Papi’s farewell tour hasn’t looked like his MLB 

tour, but that’s one player.  Ryan Braun has struggled, but that’s two guys.  Are two guys 

derailing the team?  I mean, Kyle Seager was no Corey, but he’s gone now.  Maybe Anthony 

Rendon will step up to fill his shoes?  The starting pitching has only been average, but 

Pomeranz struggled in the Salt City, so maybe the change of Pom-pom for Mr. Upton will help 

more than it will hurt.  Is it just the timeliness of the hits?  Guys going 1-3, 2-4 or better is great, 

but not if they don’t string them together. 

 

I quick took a glance at stats, and got excited that my team isn’t in double digit errors, which is 

amazing.  Then I looked at Orlando.  One.  The loneliest number of all.  ONE ERROR!?  You 

kiddin me?  In 16 games?  I can have more than that in a series...The Sharks split their slam 

series, and may look to show the Hazard a thing or two.  If things turn into tight games late, I 

might throw the advantage to the Sharks, because when they smell blood in the water, they can 

be hella scrappy and start running amok and before you know it a one run lead turns into a tie 

game or worse real quick.  The key late will be to get Billy Hamilton on base and let him run run 

run and hope for the best.  Small victories goal for the Sharks will be to get a guy into double 

digit runs scored and RBIs, as they’re the only team that doesn’t have one yet. 

 

These are usually fun games for these two, and some stories could arise as this one goes 

along! 

 

Series Two - Tallahassee Terriers (7-9) vs. Albany Lo-Sox (8-8) 

 

The Legend heads west with his eyes on a .500 record heading into the All-Star break.  The Lo-

Sox better be on alert! 

 

The Terriers took 3 of 4 from the then-first place Blackbeards and look like they’re on the right 

track.  They essentially made a MadBum for Guerra swap that gets a lefty out of the rotation 

and sent elsewhere, and Guerra looked pretty good slam week against the Starfish.  So what’s 

turned around for the Terriers?  Well, for one, they’re mashing the ball.  3 dudes with 6 bombs 

and one with 7 will score you some runs.  The bullpen has also been largely good, which can 

help right a lot of wrongs.  Anthony Rizzo is starting to look ready to make the jump from “pretty 

damn good” to “stud” in not only how his card looks but how it’s performing. 

 

Albany comes in after a split at slam, and look pretty good for a solid 2nd half.  I said it on draft 

day, and it turns out I might have been right: Willson Contreras is a stud.  He leads the team in 

long balls, and may be slated for his first all-star appearance in his freshman year.  He may not 

be the best performer on the team, as Nolan Arenado has been raking, and Thor leads the 

league in strikeouts.  If the Lo-Sox can figure out the back end of the rotation or the front end of 

the bullpen, they may be set to go deep into the playoffs.  First is making it, and they’re sitting in 

the middle child spot right now.  Could this be the week they get hot and start pushing towards 

the top of the standings? 

 



A pairing of 3rd place teams that would both, I’m sure, like to make some moves upward in the 

standings. 

 

Series Three - Mudville Nine (4-12) vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards (8-8) 

 

This week the Blackbeards welcome the youngest Allen to down, and hope it goes better than 

the last time they faced the Cali roller teams. 

 

It’s been a rough start for the Nine, but they started to turn some things around against the 

Starfish.  Jason Kipnis may start making more regular contributions as first round selection 

Jonathan Villar has struggled with a bat in his hands.  The lineup looks solid as 5+ regulars at 

hitting over .300.  The story still holds true: for some reason the Mudville bullpen stinks.  

Looking at most of the cards they should be at least league average if not better, but they have 

underperformed in 2017.  They made a move to help out the offense acquiring George Springer, 

and I would imagine further moves will be made as long as the player in question doesn’t have 

the name of Michael Nelson Trout.   

 

Ocracoke’s slam didn’t go as planned, and a move was made soon after.  Springer wore out his 

welcome in Ocracoke, as it seems the magic from 2016 wore off, and the ‘Beards will welcome 

lefty Madison Bumgarner to the rotation.  I don’t know who the odd man out is, and I’m sure if I 

guessed I’d get it wrong, but MadBum should help solidify a rotation in need of some help.  For 

a team with postseason aspirations, but a 9th place ERA, acquiring an ace is a good first step.  

Shoring up the front end of the ‘pen will help as well.  The Blackbeards also have the league’s 

best kept kept secret in Klay Thompson’s little brother.  Leading the ‘Beards in RBI and 2nd in 

home runs during an impressive freshman year makes for some interesting games as the 

‘beards look to make up some lost games in the standings. 

 

Family affairs: always a great time for baseball! 

 

Series Four - Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (9-7) vs. Long Beach Island Starfish (9-7) 

 

Ahh, the only series announcement to not fit on one line.  Damned teams with their damned 

long names.   

 

Here comes a rematch of last years finals, and the Starfish fans are still salty over how things 

finished at the end of 2016.  BATTLE OF THE BOTTOM FEEDERS! 

 

On paper the Channel Cats and Starfish are quite even.  There is a 0.01 difference in ERA, but 

that won’t mean much.  The Channel Cats don’t walk a bunch of guys, and can strike a bunch of 

guys out.  That could and likely will spell trouble for the ‘fish.  The offense seems to be well 

spread out through the lineup, as no one has more than 10 runs scored, so contributions come 

from all over the place.  Robby Cano is playing like a man on a mission, and Jonathan Lucroy 

must be enjoying his healthy season as they’re 1-2 in hitting on the squad.  Carlos Correa 

owned the ‘fish in the playoffs, will he be expecting an encore?  It looks like Scherzer may be 



out of the doghouse, who will step up next for the ‘Cats pitching staff?  The bullpen looks studly 

and I’m sure they look forward to paying a visit to the Jersey Shore. 

 

Dear ABL:  I would like to introduce you to Ryon Healy.  He slid to the 2nd half of the draft.  And 

he’s punishing teams for it.  Hitting .462 with 7 doubles and 4 home runs is a nice way to 

introduce yourself.  Doing arguably better is last year’s first rounder in Kris Bryant.  He’s leading 

the league in a few teams, and it seems to be how Bryant goes, so goes the ‘fish.  The offense 

is comprised of 3 parts.  3 dudes over .400, 3 dudes over .300, and 3 dudes below Mendoza.  

And she’s not a pretty Latina lady that’s for sure...the pitching staff kind of goes the same way.  

Guys that pitched in MLB for the Indians, and then guys that didn’t.  The ‘fish can’t live forever 

on offense alone, so maybe they will join the pitching market after the break. 

 

The Channel Cats have had the ‘fish’s number for a while now, is this the series the ‘fish get 

their revenge? 

 

Series Five - Titusville Perfectos (12-4) vs. La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (10-6) 

 

The two best records in the league face off as Tittyville heads west to face the Jugs.  Yes, that 

was intentional.  It’s a battle of the boobies!  Somewhere, I’m being considered for a Pulitzer 

Prize.  Probably by a raging lunatic, but let’s get back to the preview! 

 

I’ve said it before, and until it’s no longer true, I’ll keep saying it: The Perfectos can mash.  They 

can hit a straight ball very, very far.  And probably some curveballs.  Basically anything you 

throw at this lineup has a chance to wind up in the next time zone.  I don’t know how close to 

the beach La Jolla is, but whatever special interest groups like fish will be complaining about 

baseballs in the Pacific after this one.  Every hitter with more than 15 plate appearances has a 

home run.  And one dude who doesn’t have that many hit one too.  It’s ridiculous.  Oh and have 

I mentioned they can pitch?  That Chris Sale may end up in the running for pitcher of the year?  

That their bullpen is ridiculously good?  That they give up the fewest home runs by 7?  That they 

have a 0.99 ERA advantage over the team in 2nd place?   

 

Okay I said all those things.  The Perfectos, and their 12-4 record, in a year of bunched of 

standings and even matchups, are ridiculously good. 

 

And, not so quietly, the JUGGERNAUT are one of the hottest, if not the hottest team in the 

league.  They just took 3 of 4 from the defending champs.  Hurray for workplace bragging rights.  

They have the 3rd best batting average in the league.  El Oso Blanco has started hitting home 

runs.  His lineup keeps hitting, and that’s despite Xander’s struggles.  Despite having 

speedsters they’re not swiping bases, and Dee Gordon even leads the team in RBIs at 14.  This 

doesn’t compute and I need a few minutes to myself to reflect.  Oh, he’s got 4 triples so far?  Is 

he record hunting?  Hector Neris and Oh-Face lead the pen, and Kershaw and Cueto might be 

the steadiest of 1-2 punches.  The next two starters don’t lag too far behind, and maybe 

someday Rich Hill will stop drilling dudes in the back. 

 



It’s a battle of the boobs, and I sincerely hope that somewhere at JUGGERNAUT Park there’s a 

trampoline with girls on it like back on the ol’ Man Show on Comedy Central. 

 

Now that I’m done...talking about boobs for now, I will let you all start preparing for the play 

week ahead.  Best of luck to everyone, remember to get your all-star selections in, and have 

fun! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 

A)  79 Runs 
With all the talk that the offense is exploding compared to 2016 this season seems untrue.  The total runs 
scored divided by the number of teams is within 2.5 runs compared to last season.  It should be noted that 
home runs are up even though run scoring is close.  In 2016 at this time teams were averaging 2.39 dongs 
per game and that number has jumped to 3.13 so far in 2017.  Chicks dig the long ball! 
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Rogers 

Ross 
Polanco 
Upton 
Cabrera 
Robertson 
Carter 
 
Tallahassee 
Buxton 
Grichuk 
Mazara 
Gray 
Profar 
Baez 



Stripling 
 

Orlando 
May 

Morrison 
Holland 
Boyd 
Wilson 
Kinsler 

Rodon 
 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Cole 
Sale 

Nunez 
Abad 
Odor 
 
Mudville 
Zimmermann 
Velasquez 
Manaea 
Leon 
Schwarber 
Sardinas 
Brantley 
 

Long Beach Island 
Perez 
Giles 
Conforto 
Gordon 
Gausman 
Marte 
Pollock 
 
Syracuse 
McCutchen 
Maybin 

Ross 
Dozier 
DeSclafani 
Valencia 
Matz 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 
Miller 
Harvey 



Rea 
Samardzija 

Heyward 
Arcia 
 
La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 

Albany 
Descalso 
Ramos 
Dyson 
Casali 
Colon 
Moore 
Pagan 
 
Enjoy Week 8 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


