
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 5 

4/13/18 

 
BIG STORY:  Last play week we discussed all the parity in the ABL in 2018 especially in the American 
Division.  Titusville and Mudville both swept causing the National Division to look much like the 
American Division.  Some interesting statically anomalies in week five action as Titusville outscored La 
Jolla 23 to 14 and Mudville outscored Long Beach Island 23-12 in the lone sweeps of the play week.  The 
other four series ended in a split with the home team winning the second game in every series with close 
scores.  Tallahassee edged Albany 14-13 in runs scored, Orlando scored one more than Dexter at 12-11, 
as Crown Heights and the Beards were an even 16-16 with C-Bay and E-Bay totally matched at 13-13 in 
two lopsided games.  Are you kidding me?  Some freaky numbers if you like Tim Kurkjian from ESPN 
type of numbers who always states you never know what you’ll see at the ballpark. The play week 
included four close series and no extra inning games and then the offenses woke up on the number four 
and fifth starters in the rotation.  Double digits were hit in eight of the twelve games with Tallahassee, T-
Ville, and M-Ville all hitting the high mark of 12 runs across the dish.  ABL squads have reached double 
digits 15 times so far in 2018, that didn’t happen in 2017 until after the All-Star Break in June.  You think 
offense is back in the America’s pastime?  It seems early on the Divisions are evenly matched as the 
National Division holds a slight edge with a 13-11 record against the American Division in cross 
divisional play.  Everyone is pondering how Otani might look in their club’s uniforms next season as the 
final play week is due up with the big 4 game series on deck?    
 
     

2018 ABL STANDINGS 

 
NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Orlando  7 3 -- .700 42 31 4-2 3-1 5-1 2-2 

Tallahassee 6 4 1 .600 45 40 2-2 4-2 4-2 2-2 

Chesapeake Bay 5 5 2 .500 53 52 1-3 4-2 2-4 3-1 

Titusville  5 5 2 .500 52 63 2-2 3-3 3-3 2-2 

Mudville  5 5 2 .500 60 49 3-3 2-2 2-4 3-1 

Crown Heights 3 7 4 .300 44 53 2-4 1-3 2-4 1-3 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Albany  7 3 -- .700 60 48 3-1 4-2 4-2 3-1 

Long Beach  6 4 1 .600 68 55 4-2 2-2 5-1 1-3 

Dexter  6 4 1 .600 61 52 3-1 3-3 3-3 3-1 

East Bay  6 4 1 .600 51 54 3-3 3-1 4-2 2-2 



Ocracoke  3 7 4 .300 39 54 2-4 1-3 1-5 2-2 

La Jolla  1 9 6 .100 40 64 0-4 1-5 1-5 0-4 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins April 13th 

Recap and Score Sheets due April 23rd 8 p.m. eastern 

 

SCORES 

TA  12  ALB  8 

ALB  5  TA  2 

ORL  6  DEX  0 

DEX  11 ORL  6 

CH  7  OC  6 

OC  10  ORL  9 

TV  12  LJ  5 

TV  11  LJ  9 

CB  11  EB  4 

EB  9  CB  2 

MUD  12  LBI  4 

MUD  11  LBI  8 

 

 

2018 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(27th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen  
Tallahassee Terriers(28th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(17th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(11th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(4th Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
Crown Heights Kings(Expansion Season) Chris Marcello 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(16th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(14th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(11th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen  (Defending Champions)   
La Jolla Juggernaut(4th Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(2nd Season)   Michael Saaf 
East Bay Grease(Expansion Season)  Joe Parisi 
  
 

ABL 2018 IP’S 

Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Dexter   15 
Albany   15 
East Bay  15 
Crown Heights  15 
Orlando  14 



Ocracoke  14 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
Tallahassee  14 
Long Beach Island 12 
La Jolla   12 
 

 

 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Does the L-symbol apply to the first batter faced if the relief pitcher is entering the game in the middle 

of the inning?   

 

ANSWER:  No.  The L-symbol is only applied when a batter is leading off the inning.   

 

2.  Can you make a pitching change after a wild pitch? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  If the base situation changes with the same batter still at the plate:    For example: 

successful steal, wild pitch, passed ball, pick off, balk, interference, or error.  The offense is allowed to 

call hit and run, bunt, pinch hit, pinch run or make any other moves.  The defense is also allowed to make 

a move since the situation changed on the base paths.  For example:  bringing in the infield, intentionally 

walking a batter, pitching around a batter, or bringing in a new reliever if the pitcher has been on the 

mound for at least one complete at bat. 

 

3.  If a pitcher leaves the game in the middle of the inning with runners on base and the runners are 

replaced due to a fielder’s choice, are the runs charged to the new pitcher? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  Per MLB Rule 10.16 (g):  When pitchers are changed during an inning, the official 

scorer shall not charge the relief pitcher with any run (earned or unearned) scored by a runner who was 

on base at the time such relief pitcher entered the game, nor for runs scored by any runner who reaches 

base on a fielder’s choice that puts out runner left on base by any preceding pitcher.  The intent is to 

charge each pitcher with the number of runners he put on base, rather than the individual runners.     

 

 



 
 

COOP’s ABL ALL-TIME STATS LOOK:   
 

On the point of saves:  
 
The top active player not in the Top 20 is Brandon Kintzler with 7.  He is 9 saves behind Goose Gossage 
and Grant Balfour to crack the top 20 list.  While there are some stats with a wider variance (Doubles, for 
example has Ryan Braun 11 off from cracking the top 20) this one feels like it will be the toughest to 
break into.  The Sharks are handing over 9th inning responsibilities to Kintzler for the time being, but 
Buck hasn't been shy about his lack of confidence in Kintzler's performances.  That being said could 
Orlando seek a closer from a team who isn't looking promising for a post season run?  Mudville's Greg 
Holland, perhaps a change of scenery for Kings fireballer Corey Knebel or a secondary closer serving a 
suspension in La Jolla's Hector Neris?   
 
The Buckster has never been shy about throwing it all on the table for what he feels is the completing 
piece, so maybe more of a blockbuster to grab Craig Kimbrel or Kenley Jansen?  The point is that 
Kintzler can only keep earning saves as long as he is trusted in save situations, so his road to the top 20 
may be getting longer before it gets shorter.  Following Kintzler are Fernando Rodney of East Bay with 5 
and Ken Giles of Dexter and Alex Colome of Tallahassee with 4 each.  I don't have my Yearbook here 
with me, but I think for anyone but Kintzler to catch the Top 20 would require a record setting 
performance and I don't see that happening.   
 
Next week's stat:  ABs  
 
Happy Stat Reading! 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   



Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

3/22 FREE AGENT:  Tallahassee picked up Jonathan Lucroy(C), Seth Smith(RF) and dropped Nick 
Hundley(C). 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Seth Smith, Jonathan Lucroy and called up Welington 
Castillo, Yusmeiro Petit(2nd). 

 

3/30 FREE AGENT:  Dexter picked up Odubel Herrera(CF) and dropped Kurt Suzuki(C). 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Dexter called up Bruce Maxwell(1st). 

 
4/2 TAXI TEAM:  Dexter sent down Odubel Herrera. 
 
4/7 TRADE:  To Dexter:  Jose Martinez.   

To Orlando:  Mallex Smith. 
 
4/9 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Michael Conforto, Ryon Healy and called up 
Daniel Nava, Wade Davis. 
 
4/11 TRADE:  To Crown Heights:  Cesar Hernandez.   

To Ocracoke:  Brad Brach. 
 
 FREE AGENT:  Ocracoke picked up Cory Spangenberg(3B), Chase Utley(2B) and dropped 
Jorge Polanco(SS), Arodys Vizcaino(RP).  
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Joc Pederson, Max Kepler. 
 
 TRADE:  To Chesapeake Bay:  Masahiro Tanaka, Tyler Lyons, Craig Kimbrel.   

To Ocracoke:  Alex Wood, Josh Hader, Jay Bruce. 



 
TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Aroldis Chapman, Matthew Bowman and called up 

Dexter Fowler, Robert Stephenson.  
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Orlando sent down Ben Revere, Jacob Barnes and called up Tyler Anderson. 
 
4/12 FREE AGENT:  Crown Heights picked up Arodys Vizcaino(RP) and dropped Jesus 
Aguilar(1B). 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Crown Heights sent down Starlin Castro. 
 
 

 
 

INJURY REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

M. Conforto  LBI  4  GM-86   7 

 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Tallahassee at Albany 

 

Headline 
 
Game One 
Tallahassee 12  Albany 5 
[Cobb vs. Martinez]  
Tallahassee rolled into the Bay Area and were welcomed with a warm, clear night with the wind 
blowing out. The Terriers took a liking to the temp and proceeded to mash taters and thump the 
Lo-Sox. Longballs were flying out of AT&T Park like it was a bandbox. Terrier 4-baggers came 
from Morrison (twice), DeJong, and Schebler (twice). Martinez hung in for the pummeling, giving 
up 18 hits, 12 runs (all earned), and all 5 gopher balls. Although Tsunami fanned 13 in his 7 2/3 
innings, that feat was eclipsed by his miserable fielding- he failed on three infield range hits (PR, 
1-19). Albany did catch a major break though. While down 8-0, a Crazy Play fouled tipped a ball 
off Contreras' nads. Willson's Injury 3 caused concern, but his scrotum shook it off and he 



stayed in the game. The Lo-Sox pushed across a few mercy runs at the end, but the result was 
never in doubt. 
  
Lines of the game: 
MORRISON  4-2-2-4  2 HRs  
SCHEBLER  5-3-3-4  2 HRs, 1B 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

TAL 2  1 3 2  2 2   12 19 1 

ALB      1  1 3  5 8 0 

  
TAL Pitching 
Cobb  7.1 (W) 
Petit  0.2 
Givens  1 
 
ALB Pitching 
Martinez  7.2 (L) 
Suter  1.1 
 
INJURIES: 
None 
 
CRAZY PLAYS: 
269 - Foul ball off catcher's groin. Contreras stayed in game. 
 
Game Two 
Albany 5  Tallahassee 2  
[Cashner vs. Archer] 
 
Manager Allen regretted telling his team to save some hits for Game 2 as Cashner retired the 
first 12 Terriers. Meanwhile, Archer was dealing as well, striking out 8 over the first four frames. 
Tallahassee got the scoring going in the 5th as Rizzo clobbered a pitch into the Bay with 
DeJong aboard, 2-0 Terriers. Albany scratched back in the bottom of the inning on a 2-out 
double by Carpenter. The Roller Gods smiled on the Lo-Sox in the 6th as Arenado managed a 
double off the Infield Range chart. Contreras gcf'ed Nolan home and the Sox had their first lead 
in 15 innings of play. In the bottom of the 8th, Contreras went yard with 2 outs and Votto on first, 
5-2 Albany. Iglesias pitched a perfect 9th and Splitsville was achieved. Archer deserved better- 
he fanned 12 and only surrendered 5 hits over 7 1/3.  
  
Lines of the game: 
CONTRERAS  4-2-3-3  HR, GWRBI 
CASHNER  7 IP, 2 H, 2 ER, Win 
  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

TAL     2      2 3 0 

ALB     2 1  2 x  5 6 0 



  
J Pitching 
Archer  7.1 (L)  
Swarzak  0.2 
 
ALB Pitching 
Cashner  7 
Rosenthal  1 
Iglesias  1 (S) 
 
INJURIES: 
None 
 
CRAZY PLAYS: 
None. 
 
Don - Enjoyed rolling with you and hearing about Barry Bonds and Ryne Sandberg.  
Even better - no injuries and no pitch-arounds! 
 

Orlando at Dexter 

Lackey, Orlando bullpen force Dexter to eat words 
We were quoted in the previews as saying "I can't wait to wreck Buck's team ERA".  Game one didn't 
quite go that way as John Lackey and 3 members of the Sharks bullpen combined to shut out the Sparkle 
Geese (no Thunder this game).  Despite threatening repeatedly and having runners aboard in every single 
inning, the Geese couldn't get that key hit to push a run across.  Across the way, Orlando only threatened 
in 2 innings, and scored all 6 of their runs in the 2nd.  4 of the 6 came off the bat of JD M(VP)artinez with 
a Grand Slam.  On a personal note I don't think Buck's vegan diet would allow him to have a salami, but I 
guess that's just semantics.  Take out the 5 hits and 6 runs scored in the 2nd and this game might still be 
going on right now.  But that's not allowed.  The highlight of the game for the Geese came when Billy 
Hamilton was picked off of first.  At least we did something right.  We also caught Tony Wolters stealing 
(botched H&R), so we don't have to have the embarassment of allowing the only SB to both Carlos Pena 
and Tony Wolters staring at us in the Historical stats for the rest of time.   
 
PIT 
ORL 
Lackey - W - 6 IP 
Robertson - 1 IP 
Abad - 1 IP 
Whitley - 1 IP 
 
DEX 
Pineda - L - 8 IP 
Greene - 1 IP 
 
No injuries except my feelings and mental stability. 
 
Wild game 2 sees the Thunder return to the Geese 
Taijuan Walker has been given 3 opportunities to break the rotation for Dexter/Syracuse over the past 3 
years.  He is currently sticking in that 5 spot due to shallowness at the position.  Dexter knows they will 
need to lean on lumber and luck when Walker is on the bump and that's what they got this game.  After 
giving up a 2-run bomb to Cody Bellinger with M(VP)artinez on second the Geese would respond with 3 



runs on 2 walks and 3 singles.  The score would stick at 3-2 until the top of the 5th when the Sharks 
would push 3 across after loading the bases with 2 singles and a walk.  Taijuan Walker would walk Neil 
Walker with bases loaded allowing Kolten Wong to walk home.  Andrelton Simmons would follow this 
up with a big double to plate 2 and give the Sharks a 5-3 lead.  Jeff Hoffman sat down the Geese in order 
in the bottom of the 5th and after a 2 out Hamilton single and swipe the Sharks would go down 
quietly.  Then in the bottom of the 6th it would start.  A cool wind blew through the stadium and a rumble 
would be heard in the distance.  Then, the Thunder.  A leadoff walk and single would push Hoffman from 
the game, bringing in Fernando Abad.  Abad would be greeted by Cutch who would single in the tying 
run.  Souza would then crack a range play double plating both runners aboard, followed by a Manny Pina 
rbi single.  The scoring in the 6th would conclude with an Eric Thames rbi single before Anthony Rendon 
would smack into the inning ending double play as the 10th batter of the inning.  The Geese would plate 5 
and take an 8-5 lead.  Walker would sit the Sharks down in order in the 7th ditto to David Robertson 
against the Geese.  Walker would surrender a lead off walk to Simmons who would swipe 2nd and be 
immediately driven in by Chris Taylor chasing Walker from the game and bringing in Andrew 
Chafin.  Chafin would strike out Eugenio Suarez and induce the inning ending Double play from James 
McCann.  The Thunder would continue to be brought as the Geese would take a page from their cousin 
the Aflac Duck and get some insurance.  A solo shot from Braun (career number 51, passing David Ortiz 
on the all-time list) and a 2-run shot from the baaaaaadest man in the ABL Eric Thames to bust the lead 
open to 11-6.  Brad Hand would come in and keep the Sharks in check for the 9th. 
 
PIT 
ORL 
Hoffman - 5 IP 
Abad - L - 1 IP 
Robertson - 1 IP 
Moran - 1 IP 
 
DEX 
Walker - W - 7 IP 
Chafin - 1 IP 
Hand - 1 IP 
 
Stat of the game:  JD Martinez solidifies MVP push as he steals a base, proving he CAN do everything. 
 
Injuries:  Justin Upton collides with Corey Seager stealing 2nd base in the 1st inning.  Seager OK, Upton 
out for game. 
 
Great time rolling with Buck, keep the Sharks circling, maybe we'll see you in the finals! 
 
 
Chesapeake Bay at East Bay 

Game 1: Commish Brings Cold and Nasty from East Coast to Teach Rookie a Lesson on Using 

Relievers 

 

Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats drove across the country with their 4-4 record to face the East Bay Grease 
and their 5-3 record.  Cats’ skipper was slightly fatigued as his moonlighting gig as a systems manager 
has been killing him.  His players want him to make a decision - us or them?  The Grease’s skipper was 
nervous and scared.  He could be heard whispering, “I’m playing the Commish.  Shit!, I’m playing the 
Commish,” while reviewing the advance runners chart at the family dinner table.   
 



The game started in a bizarre fashion as the weather itself required Joe to pull out a calculator.  Cold, 
wind out.  Net result could have been 9 errors and 17 homers.  Oddly, only one error despite maybe 10 
potential error rolls.  Rich Hill faced Blake “My ERA is measured on the richter scale and the big one is 
coming!” Snell.  Because of the frigid air, both pitchers would have little stamina (more to come on this).   
 
Within 90 seconds into the top of the first, Parisi had consumed half a bottle of Syrah.  The Cats’ batters 
had little respect for Snell, and generally ignored his card as the first 6 batters got on.  The Cats ended up 
putting up 4 in the first, highlighted by a Turner double, a Cabrera single, a Stanton homer, an Ianetta 
single a Correa double and a Happ walk.  Dozier led off with a hit for the Grease, but they fizzled in the 
first.  In the 2nd, the Cats showed no mercy.  Turner homered and a bunch of other guys added hits and 
together with a Parra error at first, it was now 7-0 Cats.  They added another in the third and Snell was 
fatigued and done.  He spent the rest of the game in the team hot tub listening to George Benson’s 
Breezin’, but took a break to come out of the clubhouse to inform Moose that his wife gave birth to a girl 
named Bullwinkle and that he would be missing the next game. 
 
9 to 0 going into the bottom of the 5th and the Grease showed a little life as a Nick Williams triple 
brought home a hot Dozier.  In the 7th, the Grease added another when Salvador “Can Someone Grab the 
Samsonite” Perez knocked one over the left field wall.  In the 8th, the Cats’ Garcia singled home Posey 
and Happ to add to the slaughter.  Then, in the bottom half, the Grease had four singles to add put up two 
runs, but it was too little too late.  Final score was 11 to 4 with 28 hits between the teams.  The Grease 
used 6 pitchers in the process, which had Parisi more scared and nervous than ever about how this would 
trickle into the next seven games.  Put it this way, the rookie skipper spent the ten minutes between games 
and between wine gulps peppering the Commish with questions about reliever and taxi team rules and 
management. 
 
Best Line of the Game: 
Every Cat batter had at least one hit and one RBI or run, so I’m not spending time on this.  
 
Worst Line of the Game: 
Snell: 3 innings, 10 hits, 7 earned runs, 3 walks, 2 Ks, horrible attitude.  
Trivia: Snell shares a birthday with Wink Martindale.  I’ll take Wink. 
           
                                                     R.   H.   E 
CB:            4 3 1   0 1 0  0 2 0   11  16   0 
EB:            0 0 0   0 1 0  1 2 X   4    13   1 
 
GWRBI: Correa 
 
Pitching 
CB: 
W-R. Hill 5+  
Bowman 2 
Bush 1 
Chapman 1 
 
EB: 
L-Snell 3 
Hernandez 2 
Kelly 1 
Soria 1 
Minor 1 



Alexander 1 
 
Injuries: None but Moustakis to miss next game b/c of birth of baby. 
 
Game 2: Grease conjure fire and ice and wind to save series 

 

Would you believe it? Almost identical rolls kicked off Game 2 - cold, check; wind out, check.  Uh 
oh.  Again, batters licking their chops at appetizing Deep numbers and handicapped starters and fielders. 
 
This time two righties battled: Yu Darvish and Jhoulys Chacin.  The Grease held a team meeting before 
the game and decided they didn’t want to be embarrassed.  In fact, they were happy to do the 
embarrassing.   
 
After a scoreless 1st, the Grease got hot in the second.  Benintendi got a hit and after a Williams out, 
Schoop doubled, followed by singles from Perez and Sanchez, who was filling in for the new father, 
Moustakis.  2-0 Grease.  It became 3-0 in the 3rd when Schoop knocked in Hosmer.  It remained that way 
until the 6th, when both starters would leave the game. 
 
In the top of the 6th, the Cats made it a game with a Correa single, Bruce double, Posey single, Happ 
walk and Ozuna RBI grounder.  3-2 Grease.  The bottom of the 6th showed that the Grease do have some 
resilience and gravitas.  With one out, Perez got on with a costly Correa error.  That -6 cold adjustment 
didn’t help. With two outs and two on, Andrus singled home Perez. Then Cain doubled to the gap, driving 
in two more. There was some collateral damage when Andrus was aggressively waved around third, 
sliding hard right into Posey’s shin, forcing him to leave the game. The Grease could breathe again, up 6 
to 2. Neshek didn’t have his stuff in the 7th when EB scored three more, all on singles. Rodney continued 
to shine and closed it out in the 9th. Final 9-2, Grease. Surprisingly, no homers in this one despite the -3 
to Deeps and the bomb-friendly residence. The teams combined for 55 hits in the two game series with 
only 3 dingers.  
 
Best line for game: 
Cain: 2 for 5, 1 double, 4 RBI 
 
Worst line for game: 
Stanton: 0 for 5, 2Ks, 1 hit into DP 
 
Best lines for series: 
Perez: 4 for 9, 3 runs, 3 RBI, 1 HR 
Hill: 5+ (in cold), 1 ER, 5 Ks 
 
Worst line for series: 
SNELL! 
 
                                                     R  H  E 
OB:              0 0 0  002  0 0 0   2  10 2 
EBG:            0 2 1  003  3 0 X   9 16  1 
 
GWRBI Schoop 
 
Pitching 
 
CB 



L- Darvish 5.1 
Hader 1 
Neshek .2 
Delgado 1 
 
EB: 
W-Chacin 5.1 
Kelly 1 
Soria 1 
Alexander .2 
Rodney 1 
 
Injuries: Posey out for game  
 
Commish, you’re clearly a gentleman and a generous, humble leader. Thanks for creating this labor of 
love and inviting me to take part. I’m having a lot of fun. It was very fun rolling two lopsided games in 
the freezing, swirling NorCal wind.  
 
 
Crown Heights at Ocracoke 

JOSE PIRELA LEADS KINGS TO VICTORY ON THE HIGH SEA 
Sabathia vs Lamet 
Kings kick things off in the 2nd behind an A-A-Ron solo shot....no not the monster in RF but the other 
one in CF. The other A-A-Ron decided to get in on the action in the 3rd with his own solo shot and a 2-0 
kings lead. Beards left fielder Trey Mancini try's to create a web gem on the next batter but lands 
awkwardly on his shoulder and comes up hurt for the game. Mazara takes over in left. The beards in 
response have a surprising offensive explosion in the bottom half of the third. Castellanos hits the first 
actually drafted beards 3 run bomb of the season. Not to be outdone, Matt Chapman goes yard with a solo 
shot as they go back to back. Arcia adds a RBI single as the beards plate 5 for a 5-2 lead. Top 4th and the 
A-A-Ron bash brothers aren't done yet as the CF version goes yard for his second of the game to make it 
5-3. Bottom 5th and Mazara hits a RBI single for a 6-3 beards lead. Top 6th and things get crazy. 
Gregorious and hicks hit back to back singles. Moncada steps up and hits a liner to cf. Didi gets the wave 
home from the 3rd base coach and slides hard into Barnhart with his cleats up on a dirty slide. Barnhart is 
done for the game but sabathia is still pitching meaning Narvaez can't enter the game. Beards manager 
looks up and down the bench at his back up outfielders and tell Carlos Gomez to put on the catchers gear. 
Gomez takes a few minutes to figure out where everything goes and heads out behind the dish. Jose Pirela 
steps up and Gomez makes a horrible pitching call that is sent way over the fence on the deep chart 
(needed somewhere above a 22 and rolled 96) for 7-6 kings lead. Beards couldn't muster anything against 
Green and Knebel in this one as the Kings win. 
Final score CHK 7 OCR 6 
 
Pitching 
Crown Heights 
W- Sabathia 5 inn 
Bradley 2 inn 
Green 1 inn 
S-Knebel 1 inn 
 
Ocracoke 
L- Lamet 6 inn 
Wilson 1 inn 



Reed 2 inn 
 
Injuries 
Crown Heights none 
 
Ocracoke  
Mancini for game in 3rd ( crazy play 760) 
Barnhart for game in 6th ( Cleats up slide on sending runners) 
 
BEARDS FA PICKUP REYNOLDS SHOWING MANAGER HE SHOULD STAY AMONGST 

TRADE RUMOURS 
Degrom vs Tanaka 
Former pitchers of each team square off for the first time in the regular season. Degrom gets run support 
quick and early in the top of the first. Freddie Freeman hits a sac fly then the kraken is released for a 2 run 
bomb. In the 2nd Freeman adds a RBI double for a 4-0 kings lead. Judge hits a ball out to right field and 
Mazara goes running full speed into the wall as the ball pops loose for a judge double. Mazara would be 
carted off for the game. Beards again receive an unexplained offensive explosion in the bottom of the 4th 
plating 5 runs. Valbuena hits a two run bomb as Gomez follows it up with a solo shot as they go back to 
back. Mancini back from his injury hits a 2 run bomb and its 5-4 beards after four. Bottom 5th and 
Narvaez would hit a 2 RBI single for a 7-4 beards lead. Top 8th and Jose Leclerc would have a meltdown 
against the Kings lineup. Jose walks two then gets a fly out for one out. Jose would walk the bases loaded 
before issuing another walk to Freeman. The kraken would go down swinging for out number two. Sir 
Didi would step up with two outs and bases juiced. Jose the Clerk would mess up his filing cabinet and 
send the wrong memo to Didi who launches a grand salami message with a return to sender notice on the 
memo and a 9-7 kings lead. Beards claw back in the 8th with an Arcia two RBI double to tie it at 9 all. 
Justin Wilson has a good 9th after plunking Patrick Kivelehan. Bottom 9th and Green is still pitching for 
the Kings. Mauer goes down swinging for out number one. Mark Reynolds steps up to the plate with the 
thoughts of a new 1b that could be acquired relatively soon and push him out of the DH spot. Reynolds 
locks in at the plate and crushes one for the walk off win. As he begins his home run trot, Reynolds flips 
the bat and stares down his manager as if to say do you really want to take me out of the lineup now? 
Final Score CHK 9 OCR 10 
 
Pitching 
Crown Heights 
Degrom 5 inn 
Brach 2 inn 
L- Green 2 inn 
 
Ocracoke 
Tanaka 5 inn 
Lyons 2 inn 
Leclerc 1 inn 
W- Wilson 1 inn 
 
Injuries 
Crown Heights none 
 
Ocracoke 
Mazara out for game (Crashes into wall in the 4th) 
 
Thanks Chris for rolling live and the lunch after the game.  Duran 



 
 
Mudville at Long Beach Island 

Mudville makes the trip this year to face off against LBI on the Jersey Shore.   
 
Game 1 - Manaea vs. Faria - The Trout Faithful would storm the LBI stands, coming to see their boy play 
just about an hour from where he grew up.  He would thank those fans by hitting a 2 out solo BOMB to 
kick off the scoring at 1-0.  Offenses were quiet until the 5th when Manaea would give Goldy a bases 
loaded free pass to tie it at 1.  That was the "Hey, screw these guys" message the Nine needed, as in the 
6th Springer would hit a 3 run shot, Gallo would get his first hit of the year with a 2 run shot, to take a 6-1 
lead.  Then in the 7th the Nine would score 5 unearned (thanks Javy) highlighted by Alex Avila's 4th 
home run of the year.  The Nine would add another in the top of the 8th.  In the bottom of the 8th 
Goldschmidt would lead off, with a foul ball....off his big toe, and the big guy would go down like a big 
baby and have to miss the next two games.  LBI's offense would wake up in the 9th, finally chasing 
Manaea from the game, and put up 3 runs, but 3 runs vs. what Mudville put up would not be enough, and 
Mudville takes game one from the Starfish.  Final Score Mudville 12 LBI 4 
 
Pitching 
Mudville 
<W> Manaea 8.0 
Warren 1.0 
 
LBI 
<L> Faria 5.2 
Ramos 1.1 
Buchter 1.0 
Price 1.0 
 
Injuries 
Mudville - None 
LBI - Goldschmidt for 2 games 
 
Game 2 - Arrieta vs. Lester - Battle of the #5 starters.  Lester would struggle from the outset, loading the 
bases, but would get Springer and Dietrich down on strikes to end the inning with no damage.  The 
damage would come in the 4th when the Nine would send all nine batters to the plate, and score 4 runs to 
take a 4-0 lead.  Not to be outdone in the 4th the 'fish would sent 11 batters to the plate, putting up 6 runs 
to take their first lead of the series.  Mudville would get to tie it up in the 5th as Lester would get pushed a 
little too far #shortbullpenproblems.  LBI would retake the lead in the bottom half scoring one run off a 
Molina double.  Bottom of the 6th would come around and with two down Adam Warren would drill 
Michael Conforto with a fastball high and tight.  Early diagnosis would be Conforto was out of this 
one.  Mudville would retake the lead in the 8th score two runners, but LBI would tie it back up with a 
Molina solo shot to lead off the 8th.  Top of the 9th and Mudville favorite Justin Bour would hit the go 
ahead home 3 run homer and this time LBI has no answer as Holland would allow a single and that's 
all.  Series sweep to the Nine!  Final Score Mudville 11 LBI 8 
 
Pitching 
Mudville 
Arrieta 4.0 
Bleier 1.0 
Warren 2.0 
Taylor 0.1 



<W> Belisle 0.2 
<S> Holland 1.0 
 
LBI 
Lester 4.2 
Buchter 2.0 
Parker 1.0 
<L> Tuivailala 1.1 
 
Injuries 
Mudville - None 
LBI - Conforto for 4 games 
 
Casey, great series, good luck in baseball for the duration.  Especially that real life stuff. 

 
 
Titusville at La Jolla 

Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of “The Faithful”.  

The Eradicator and his merry men Juggernaut, once again do battle against the likes of the ABL.  The 

season mantra? “Again for 10” 

Tonight’s episode, “Will we ever win again?”.  

Titusville breaks out of offensive slump 

Game 1 was cool allowing for the starters to go deeper than normal. The Perfectos came into the series 

having shown an uncharacteristic lack of offense. Well La Jolla has the cure for your offensive ills.  The 

home team started the scoring off in the bottom of the 1st. Gennet boots a Sano grounder to load the bases 

with two outs and Presley hits a gcf single to plate two runs for the home team. Titusville bats wake up 

and over the next 3 innings would score 2, 4, 4. They slacked and only got 1 in the 5th. Meanwhile our 

heroes continued to get hits but not score many runs. La Jolla would get 3 of their own during that time. 

All of this coming off of the starters. (Hendricks for the visitors and Gausman for Juggernaut.) Both 

teams would collect 11 hits off of the starters. Both teams bullpens would do their jobs and only allow 1 

hit a piece.  Adams would go deep in the 4th and Cozart supplied a solo shot in the 7th. The Perfectos 

trounce La Jolla 11 to 5.  Interesting notes to maybe only me: Adams got his home run off the “Lennie 

chart”. Shaw was pitched around and singled. Sano was pitched around and singled. Both teams had 12 

hits but La Jolla only had 2 doubles. Titusville took full advantage of the 6 walks handed out by “The Gas 

Man”  

                                                  R H E  LOB 

Titusville  0 2 4 4 1 0 1 0 0      11 12 1    6 

La Jolla    2 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0       5  12 0    11 

 

Pitching 



Titusville 

W Hendricks 5.2 

Harris 1 

Castro 1 

Senzatella 1.1 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

La Jolla 

L Gausman 6.1 

Cishek 1 

Bedrosian 1 

Uehara .2 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Titusville goes deep a lot to get the sweep. 

Game 2 and it is Graveman vs Davies. This time the visitors would start the scoring off. Titusvile would 

put up a 4 spot highlighted by Adams going deep for the 2nd time this series. This one was also a 3 run 

bomb. Top of the 2nd and Titusville would get another 4. This time a couple of 2 run blasts by Harper and 

Gennet. Bottom of the 3rd and the home team finally gets on board. Puig would get a 3 run blast with 2 

outs. Harper would follow up with his 2nd 2 run shot of the night, putting the Perfectos up 10 to 3. Trailing 

by a touchdown La Jolla would put together their best offensive inning of the season and get 4 runs of 

their own. Encarnacion didn’t want to feel left out and sent a solo shot into the night time sky.  Bottom of 

the 9th La Jolla showing some pluckiness would plate 2 more runs with Puig again doing the honors with 

a 2 run shot scoring Presley who had reached on a Gennet error earlier in the inning. It was not enough 

and The Prefectos hold on for the 11 to 9 win and the sweep.  Interesting notes to maybe only me: 

Graveman had 3 wild pitches in one inning, two in a row with the same batter plating a run. Puig hit as 

many home runs in the game as La Jolla has had all season. This was the most runs La Jolla has scored in 

one game. 14 is the most runs scored by Juggernaut in a series.  



                                                 R H E  LOB 

Titusville  4 4 0 2 0 1 0 0 0    11 13 2    3 

La Jolla    0 0 3 0 5 0 0 0 2     9   9  0    3 

 

Pitching 

Titusville 

W Graveman 4.2 

Senzatela 1.1 

Edwards 1 

Hiddenburger 1 

Nicasio 1 

 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

La Jolla 

L Davies 6.1 

Infante 1 

Cishek 1 

Freeman 1 

Freeman 1 

 

Injuries 

None 

Great rolling with you Len. Too bad you had to walk in the freaky cold weather. Good luck the rest of the 

year 

 
 



 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Greinke  Rested 
Stephenson Rested 
Strasburg Rest 2 games  
Hill  Rest 3 games 
Darvish  Rest 4 games 
Tanaka  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Lyons must REST in game one 
Neshek pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Gray  Rested 
Godley  Rest 1 game 
Nelson  Rest 2 games 
Cobb  Rest 3 games 
Archer  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Swarzak pitched in one game 
 

Orlando 
Fulmer  Rested 
Ray  Rest 1 game 
Corbin  Rest 2 games 
Lackey  Rest 3 games 
Hoffman Rest 4 games 
Anderson Rested 
Bullpen: 
Abad must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Robertson must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Morgan pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Santana  Rested 
Chatwood Rest 1 game 
Sale  Rest 2 games 
Hendricks Rest 3 games 
Graveman Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Senzatela must REST in game one 
Hildenberger pitched in one game 
Edwards pitched in one game 



 

Mudville 
Anderson Rested 
Bundy  Rest 1 game 
Bridwell Rest 2 games 
Manaea  Rest 3 games 
Arrieta  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Warren must REST in game one 
Bleier pitched in one game 
Belisle pitched in one game 
Holland pitched in one game 
Taylor pitched in one game 
 

Crown Heights 
Severino Rested 
Montgomery Rest 1 game 
Nola  Rest 2 games 
Sabathia Rest 3 games 
deGrom Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Bullpen: 
Green must REST in game one 
 

Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rested 
Carrasco Rest 1 game 
Montgomery Rest 2 games 
Faria  Rest 3 games 
Lester  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Tuivailala must REST in game one 
Buchter must REST in game one 
Parker pitched in one game 
 

Dexter 
Scherzer Rested 
Hamels  Rest 1 game 
Verlander Rest 2 games 
Pineda  Rest 3 games 
Walker  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Chafin pitched in one game 
Hand pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Bumgarner Rested 
Wood  Rest 1 game 
Cole  Rest 1 game 
Rodriguez Rest 2 games 
Lamet  Rest 3 games 



Bullpen: 
Rested 
Brach must REST in game one 
Wilson must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Leclerc pitched in one game 
Hader pitched in one game 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rested 
Leake  Rest 1 game 
Leiter  Rest 2 games  
Gausman Rest 3 games 
Davies  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Cishek must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Infante pitched in one game 
Freeman pitched in one game 
 

Albany 
Castillo  Rested 
Gray  Rest 1 game 
Pomeranz Rest 2 games 
Martinez Rest 3 games 
Cashner Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Rosenthal pitched in one game 
Iglesias pitched in one game 
 

East Bay 
Berrios  Rested 
Duffy  Rest 1 game 
Lynn  Rest 2 games 
Snell  Rest 3 games 
Chacin  Rest 4 game 
Bullpen: 
Kelly must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Soria must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Alexander must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Rodney pitched in one game 
 

 



 
 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Week 6 Previews - Guest Assistant Edition 

 

There comes a time each season, where stuff starts to happen, and I swear a lot, and have to ask for 

help.  This is one of those weeks, as Coop will step in and write a couple of the previews in my stead.  

When the boss tells you on Wednesday that you have to work OT this week, and there’s only two days 

left...some internal swearing, head squishing, etc thoughts will occasionally happen.  So big thank you to 

Coop for stepping in and writing about the based balls with/for me this week.  It is greatly appreciated it.   

 

So this week is like the calm before the storm.  The week before Spring Slam.  But before we get there, 

we have TWO battles for first place, one for each division.  And another matchup of teams with identical 

records.  There’s some pressure on Crown Heights, Ocracoke, and La Jolla this week, it’s never too early 

to change your luck, and some momentum heading into those big series would be wonderful for each of 

those teams.  So let’s get on with this shall we?! 

 

Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (5 - 5) vs. Mudville Nine (5 - 5) - C-Bay leads series 9 - 7 

 

WEEK 6 APR 13 - APR 22 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

61 CHESAPEAKE BAY MUDVILLE COMMISH CASEY NL NIGHT

62 CHESAPEAKE BAY MUDVILLE NIGHT

63 TITUSVILLE CROWN HEIGHTS LENNY CHRIS NL NIGHT

64 TITUSVILLE CROWN HEIGHTS NIGHT

65 ORLANDO TALLAHASSEE BUCK DON JR. NL NIGHT

66 ORLANDO TALLAHASSEE NIGHT

67 DEXTER OCRACOKE COOP DURAN AL NIGHT

68 DEXTER OCRACOKE NIGHT

69 LA JOLLA LONG BEACH KEVIN SKIBBY AL NIGHT

70 LA JOLLA LONG BEACH NIGHT

71 EAST BAY ALBANY JOE MICHAEL AL NIGHT

72 EAST BAY ALBANY NIGHT



C-Bay has made quite the recovery from early season woes to hit .500, while the awakening of Mike 

Trout vs. LBI means some really good things might be happening in Mudville.  I wonder if Mudville still 

had any of that leprechaun magic still kickin around… 

 

C-Bay - Makin Some Moves - Never one to be quiet on the trade front when an opportunity to make his 

team better arises, pulled the trigger on a three player deal, acquiring the highlight of the deal in closer 

Craig Kimbrel.  This is his second pass through the greater Baltimore area.  The first time I think there 

were a few Bambino Cup’s won and some banners flown.  I could be wrong though.  The Blackbeards 

won one with him.  Maybe Craig Kimbrel is the key to winning Bambino Cups…Alex Wood was pitching 

well, and was arguably the best pitcher in this years draft, but he’ll be making his throws a little further 

south now, gotta give something up to get something.   

 

The offense has some regulars struggling to hit consistently, but one dude who isn’t having that problem 

is Carlos Correa.  He has put himself in position to be a leader on this team, and due to his age, could be 

a leader on this team for a very long time.  He’s the big offensive threat now, but there’s plenty of 

potential for other dudes to step up, and it wouldn’t surprise me at all if someone did (Olson, Cano, 

Ozuna, make a stop at your nearest Dick’s Sporting Goods and pick up some new lumber on your way up 

north) 

 

Mudville - Waking Up Giants - Rarely do you see a 200 point split between batting average and OBP, but 

that’s what Mike Trout has got going on right now.  He seemed to wake up a bit being close to home.  

Joey Gallo got his first three hits of the year, including his first long ball.  Alex Avila is still 100% on “if it’s 

fair it’s gone!” (4 hits, 4 bombs).  The trip to NJ seemed to energize the team, as they had slumped a 

little from early season success.   

 

It’s tough facing this bullpen too.  Adam Warren is a stud.  Dick Bleier is hard to hit.  Greg Holland is solid 

in the closer role.  I feel like Rogers and Belisle will figure it out before too long.  This is a team that looks 

like it can go blow for blow with anyone.  And after seeing that ass whooping first hand last week, it may 

be a good season to be fans of the Nine.   

 

Titusville Perfectos (5 - 5) vs. Crown Heights Kings (3 - 7) - First ever series 

 

Last week Titusville ended a downward swing by sweeping the JUGGERNAUT on the road, so now the 

Perfectos will travel alllll the way back across the country to face off against the Kings.  On the other 

hand, the Kings are trying to keep things close as they head towards Spring Slam.  It will be their first, so 

they’ll be able to live through the struggle that is a swing that does a lot to make or break a season. 

 

Titusville Reaches Double D’s - In game 1 of week five, Titusville reached double digits runs scored for 

the first time this season.  Then they found out they liked double D’s so much they did it again.  A little 

voice inside every manager’s head should have gone “fuck” because once this team starts rollin 

offensively, we’re all probably in trouble.  And not everyone is hitting long balls yes.  Yo has been raking.  

Hasn’t left the yard yet.  Longoria has some solid numbers.  Also, not left the yard.  Currently the 



Perfectos hold the highest NL team batting average, and are in a three way tie for the home run lead 

with two division rivals at 19.   

 

That’s not to say all it rosy in T-ville yet.  They did still average giving up 7 runs per game last series.  

Those types of games can be hard to win without some serious run support.  Some of the starting 

pitching, and even some of the relievers, are getting uncharacteristically abused this year.  Is it a matter 

of last year being such an offensive year?  I cannot say for certain, but based on how the Perfectos have 

operated in the past, they are going to have to develop some trust in the arms they’ve got, or go fishing 

for some new ones. 

 

Crown Heights Gets Offensive - Let it be known that last week the Kings got into two slugfests, split 

them, but more importantly moved above the Mendoza line as a team.  It’s a big step to bigger things 

for the Kings.  But Kings fans may need to start askin the team...some of these guys are ABL veterans 

(Gardner, Freeman, Headly)...what do we need to do to get them hitting?  Is it a lineup ju-ju thing?  Are 

these guys (and Moncada) seeing too many left handed pitchers, skewing their effectiveness?  Maybe 

the pickup of Cesar Hernandez will help fix at least one of these problems. 

 

When looking at the pitching staff, they look pretty good.  deGrom doesn’t have his best card, or his 

best numbers, so that adds up.  The struggles of Chad Green make zero sense here.  I expected numbers 

around where Archie’s are, and I’m sure Chris feels the same.  I know he’s been betrayed by the closer 

once or twice.  I saw Chapman hit the taxi squad...wonder how hard he’s knockin’ on the Commish-in-

law’s trade line trying to make a swap happen... 

 

Orlando Sharks (7 - 3) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (6 - 4) - Tallahassee leads series 38 - 34 

 

Both clubs come off splits a great distance away from home.  Tallahassee may not be home for Orlando, 

but it’s certainly closer than the frozen hell of Dexter.  Orlando has the one game advantage in the 

standings, but these teams are very close in runs scored/runs allowed and I’m expecting this to be a 

close series between rivals before we get to the big slam series in a week.  Just looking at the stats, they 

are 9th/10th in batting average, and 1st/2nd in ERA.  Less than a 0.010 diff in BA, less than 0.20 diff in 

ERA. 

 

Orlando - Stealin Bases and Hittin Bombs - Alright.  I guess I have to give in and admit that Orlando is for 

real.  Or can I wait until one of their pitchers swipes a bag…?  The club is getting production out of the 

top and heart of their order, with JD Martinez putting on a show when he steps up to the plate.  

Simmons is a perfect 5 for 5 in stolen bases, and hit a long ball.  Don’t see Billy Hamilton doin that!  J.Up 

has given more production than I thought he would (maybe I should look at cards before I talk shit) and 

Cody Bellinger is having himself a nice lil rookie year, hittin 4 bombs, swipin a couple bags, lookin like 

the future of the Sharks franchise. 

 

This week they’re bringing in Fulmer, who doesn’t let guys get on the bases, and Ray, who strikes 

everyone out.  Some of the bullpen has struggled this year, and it looks like a bad outing or two, and 



that’s all.  It’s hard to argue with the results though, tied for best record in the league, best ERA in the 

league, and most stolen bases in the league.  Looks like BuckBall might be alive and well in 2018! 

 

Tallahassee - Managing to Stay Under the Radar - While C-Bay and Titusville got notice for their early 

season struggles, the Sharks for their hot start, and the AL for being hotly contested, here comes 

Tallahassee, in at 6 and 4, a game out of first, and no one is really talking about them.  At this moment, 

they may be okay with it.  No one on the team is necessarily “leading the way”, it’s more of a next man 

up, get a hit, get him in type of team this year.  We are a long way from having the greatest hitter in ABL 

history holding down the middle of the lineup. 

 

One thing the Terriers to better than anyone so far this year is strike them out.  120 K’s on the year.  

That’s 12 per game.  Or a lazy Saturday afternoon for Roger Clemens.  He’s got guys in the bullpen in 

double digits already!  Almost every starting pitcher has a K/9 over 9.0.  And impressive go of it so far in 

Tallahassee!  You heard it here.  Sonny Gray and Zack Godley are damn good and are going to give 

Orlando fits this week. 

 

Dexter Lightning Ducks (6 - 4) vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards (3 - 7) - Dexter leads series 19 - 17 

 

Dexter heads south for the spring because it’s too damn cold at home to feel based balls.  The new look 

Blackbeards (yes, it’s new look when they send out 7 dudes and bring in 7 dudes in a weekend!) look to 

get back into the chase as Dexter is looking for this series to be one he can keep pace with or end up in 

at least a tie of first place heading into Spring Slam. 

 

Dexter - Home of My Personal Hero - Ask him to help me out and he shows me up at my own game.  

How rude!  A big thank you to Coop to helping me out in my time of need.  Working 1 - 1 was a blast 

today!  Anyway, the very tied for second place heads out to face the new look defending champs.  2nd 

highest run producing offense in the league.  And that lazy Mexican Miguel Cabrera ain’t done nothin!  

Which has really got to be okay because they’re getting great production out of every spot in the lineup.  

Eric “I’m a bad mutha shut yo mouth” Thames leads the team in average.  Anthony Rendon leads it in 

home runs.  With 3.  So he has 1/5th of the teams home runs, but 10 Ducks have home runs.  So it’s 

spread pretty well throughout the lineup.  No one has double digit RBI, and only one (Mighty Mouse 

himself) has double digit runs.  It might be the most balanced Ducks team in years! 

 

The Dexter pitching staff as a whole has been...pretty league average this year.  But once every 5th 

game, something very special happens.  And I know you cannot currently see the dance that goes along 

with this, and deep inside you’re all very disappointed, but I would like to sing you a song… 

 

It's peanut butter jelly time! 

Peanut butter jelly time! 

Peanut butter jelly time! 

 

Where he at, where he at? 



Where he at, where he at? 

Now there he go, there he go 

There he go, there he go 

Peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

 

Now where he at, where he at? 

Where he at, where he at? 

Now there he go, there he go 

There he go, there he go 

Now peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

 

Now where he at, where he at? 

Where he at, where he at? 

Now there he go, there he go 

There he go, there he go 

Now peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Peanut butter jelly! Peanut butter jelly! 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

Do the peanut butter jelly, peanut butter jelly 

Peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat 

 

Ocracoke - The Only Place In American With Higher Turnover Than The White House - I’m pretty sure he 

came into the year with MadBum, Addison Reed, Joc Pederson, and that might be in now.  I’m sure 

someone will be happy to correct me if I’m wrong but DAMN.  I guess that’s what happens when you’re 

the defending champs, the offense is struggling, and you like to win ball games.  I am not judging.  I hate 

losing too.  It’s just been wild so far.  Reynolds and Valbuena have added a little pop, and Jay Bruce 

coming over likely will help in the home run department as well.  Will it be enough when facing league 

ace Max Scherzer? 

 

So Ocracoke had some pitchers.  I don’t know where they went though.  It looks like they lost 19 innings 

of pitchers, and I can only assume half of those were from a starter.  I know Kimbrel and Lyons are gone.  



Tanaka is gone.  In comes Alex Wood, Brad Brach, and Josh Hader.  Losing Kimbrel could hurt, but ya 

need a lead to use a closer (theoretically of course!) but would there have been more value at the trade 

deadline?  That will be a hotly debated topic as the weeks tick away… 

 

La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (1-9) @ Long Beach Island Starfish (6-4) -  LBI Leads Series 11-5 

After getting swept by Mudville the Patricks (it’s from SpongeBob, he’s a Starfish) look to get back on 

track against the Juggernauts who look to notch win #2 before cracking double digits in the loss column. 

 

Starfish – What a 1-2 punch, on paper!  Despite sporting ERAs of 5.29 (Kluber) and 4.70 (Carrasco) Long 

Beach has a couple of aces up their sleeves.  On offense, there’s Paul Goldschmidt.  Goldy has put 

together a first quarter to remember.  He leads the American Division in Avg, OBP, SLG and RBI.  Oh 

yeah, and he’s second in HRs (to team mate Tommy Pham) and Runs.  This offense is pacing the way in 

runs scored and has plenty of star power behind Goldy, they also lead the league in run differential and 

the bats of the Asterias Forbesii (I had to look that up too, don’t feel bad) are giving every pitcher fits. 

 

Juggernauts – Speaking of pitchers and 1-2 punches…. Kershaw and Leake.  La Jolla fans get to enjoy this 

formidable pair on their own time.  The combination of Clayton Kershaw and Mike Leake have a 

combined ERA of 2.19, good for the 3rd best combo in the league behind Tallahassee’s Jimmy Nelson and 

Chris Archer (2.17) and Orlando’s Patrick Corbin and Michael Fulmer (1.74, not a joke, I did math).  With 

only 40 runs scored on the season La Jolla has to hope Leake and Kershaw show up in lock down mode if 

they want to get off that 1 win mark, which they reached in the second game of the year. 

 

Matchup – Kluber has the weirdest statline in the league this year.  5.29 ERA (bad Klubot) with a 1.06 

WHIP (good Klubot!) if the Juggernauts can clump some hits and find the power stroke (they’ve tallied 4 

HRs on the season so far, 4?!?!?) and of course if Kershaw can keep the Starfish in check La Jolla can 

take this one.  If LBI’s offense shows up at all, advantage fish.  Carlos Carrasco was apparently only good 

against the Thunder Geese this season, so if Leake can keep Pham and Goldy quiet the Juggernauts 

should be in both games.  I would mention that the Starfish will be looking for blood after suffering a 

sweep, but how can you even tell if one is mad??? 

East Bay Grease (6 - 4) @ Albany Lo-Sox (7 - 3) - First Regular Season Matchup 

The classic teacher vs student moment.  We’ve all had it.  A lot of us look forward to taking on our 

former mentor each season.  I’m sure this will be no different and we will be treated to the beginning of 

a heated and entertaining rivalry. 

 

East Bay – That 1-3 start feels like so long ago.  Since then the grease have been on fire, figuratively, no 

need to pull the Ansul system.  Storming to a 5-1 record over the last 3 weeks, tied for 2nd in the 

American Division with LBI and Dexter.  You may be asking what happened.  Well, these kids figured out 

why they were walking up to the plate with a bat!  Team average of .284, second only to the Starfish, 



they boast 4 regular starters with a batting average over .300.  They are also rocking the league’s 4th 

best ERA featuring a Jose Berrios who is not disappointing fans with a 3.65 ERA but hasn’t gotten the run 

support to notch win #1.  The surge in batting and the solid pitching has most definitely translated to 

wins on the field for this expansion club. 

 

Albany – The Lo-Sox show off a pair of 4 home run guys in the lineup (See Contreras, Wilson and Valaika, 

Pat) as well as 4 batters with OBPs above .400.  Combine lots of HRs with high on base percentages at 

the top of the order and you net yourself a bunch of runs, 4th most in the league with 57, to be exact.  

While the Albany hitters are strutting their stuff newcomer Luis Castillo is keeping Thor’s Ace Hole (that 

can’t be the best way to describe that…) warm with a K/9 over 9, a 2.70 ERA and a 1.13 WHIP.  #2 starter 

Jon Gray makes Lo-Sox fans sweat a little more, but allows less runs to cross the plate. 

 

Matchup – With 1st place on the line, if East Bay can keep getting hits the way they have been the 

student may become the teacher earlier than expected.  But it’s no accident that Albany is on top.  A 

slight pitching edge to the Lo-Sox and power also favors Albany.  But if East Bay can get those hits rolling 

and can stay away from Rusin, Garcia and Iglesias in the Albany pen the American Division could have a 

new leader heading into the 4 game set of Spring Slam! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Forsythe 
Bowman 

Hedges 
Sogard 
Chapman 

 
Tallahassee 
Lucroy 
Porcello 
Smith 
Buxton 
Panik 
 

Orlando 
Scott 
Peraza 
Robertson 
Barnes 



Revere 

 
Titusville 
De La Rosa 
Hernandez 
Estrada 
Bradley 
Hanson 
 

Mudville 
Baez 
Swanson 
Schwarber 
Wilson 
Hellickson 
 

Crown Heights 
Betances 
Devers 
Castro 

Foltynewicz 
Vazquez 
 
Long Beach Island 
Healy 

Teheran 
Markakis 
Russell 
Conforto 

 
Dexter 
Odorizzi 
Herrera 

Asuaje 
Quintana 
Cabrera 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 

Pederson 

Kendrick 
Marte 
Newcomb 
 
La Jolla 
Neris 
Altherr 
Anderson 
Beltre 
Cueto 
 



Albany 
Syndergaard 
LeMahieu 
Barraclough 
Heyward 
Reyes 
 
East Bay 
Semien 
Junis 
Rivera 
Escobar 
Mondesi 
 
Enjoy Week 6 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, Jason Cupelo, and Don Allen Jr. 

 


