
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 5 

4/13/17 
 

BIG STORY:  Last play week we discussed all the parity in the ABL in 2017 especially in the American 
Division.  Oh, boy did things get tighter as La Jolla swept Albany to create a four-team tie for first in the 
American Division while the National Division kept the status quo with every team earning a split. A few 
things stick out looking at the National Division as Titusville looks like the only real contender with a 
plus 27 run differential.  The Channel Cats look like the Baltimore Orioles a few years back with some 
bats and no pitching and Orlando, Tallahassee, and Mudville have almost identical numbers with Orlando 
holding the edge in wins.  Simply put, the Mudville Nine are a little better than their record would 
indicate.  In the American Division, the talk is still about are hot the Jugs are with a legit five game 
winning streak.  The Hazard still own the best run differential of the four teams locked up with a plus 21 
runs in their favor.  It seems early on the American Division is the better group with an 12-6 record 
against the National Division in cross divisional play.  Everyone is asking will the warm up ever happen 
in the northeast for good as the final play week is due up with the big 4 game series on deck?    
 

     
2017 ABL STANDINGS 

 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  7 3 -- .700 60 33 2-0 5-3 5-1 2-2 

Chesapeake Bay 6 4 1 .600 50 56 4-2 2-2 4-2 2-2 

Orlando  4 6 3 .400 41 55 3-3 1-3 3-5 1-1 

Tallahassee 3 7 4 .300 44 56 2-4 1-3 2-4 1-3 

Mudville  2 8 5 .200 49 59 0-2 2-6 2-4 0-4 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Syracuse  6 4 -- .600 74 53 2-2 4-2 2-4 4-0 

Long Beach  6 4 -- .600 60 47 3-3 3-1 4-2 2-2 

Ocracoke  6 4 -- .600 55 54 3-3 3-1 4-2 2-2 

La Jolla  6 4 -- .600 50 59 3-3 3-1 5-3 1-1 

Albany  4 6 2 .400 45 56 2-4 2-2 1-5 3-1 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins April 14th 



Recap and Score Sheets due April 24th 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

LBI  5  TV  4 

TV  4  LBI  3  10 Inn. 

LJ  7  ALB  3 

LJ  6  ALB  3 

SYR  8  OC  7 

OC  4  SYR  2 

CB  6  TA  4 

TA  8  CB  2 

ORL  6  MUD  3 

MUD  8  ORL  2 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 
National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Syracuse  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Ocracoke  15 
Chesapeake Bay 15 
La Jolla   15 
Albany   15 
Orlando  15 
 

 



 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Does the L-symbol apply to the first batter faced if the relief pitcher is entering the game in the middle 

of the inning?   

 

ANSWER:  No.  The L-symbol is only applied when a batter is leading off the inning.   

 
 

 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 

Titusville hit three more home runs in week five action for 23 jacks in their first ten games.  The Perfectos 
are on pace to launch 83 dingers in 2017 shattering the ABL single season home run record for a team in 
the ABL.  How many homers does T-Ville have to blast to etch their name in the ABL record books? 
   

A) 80 
B) 61 
C) 74 
D) 66 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 
 

 
 



SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 
 

Skibby’s Spotlight - Week 6 Edition 
 
Greetings baseball fans!  It was another exciting week in the ABL with there now being 4 teams 
tied for first in the American Division while Everyone in the NL side split their respective 
series.  This is the last week before the Spring Slam, and as we all know, anything can happen 
in a 4 game set.   
 
That’s future ABL problems though.  This week we have the Commish (with an assist from the 
Lenmaster according to Twitter) on the previews because I took a sabbatical for a few days of 
spring break, which you’ll read about later.  So the spotlight will talk about my first trip to 
Citizens Bank Park, opening week of MLB action, some things I saw opening week that I liked, 
some things I read that I think might be the dumbest fucking thing ever, ya know, a typical 
spotlight of random baseball thoughts.  On to the action! 
 
Entering Enemy Territory - Part of my Spring Break/birthday celebration included my first ever 
trip to Citizens Bank Park.  The trip to the ballpark was relatively uneventful, other than getting 
lost when the GPS got confused about which streets in Philly are one way streets, and for some 
reason every country on the PLANET gets a sign hanging from a streetlight but finding a road 
sign downtown is impossible.   
 
The ballpark itself was a nice experience.  The guy selling programs when we walked in saw my 
Harvey Day shirt and asked if he was starting that night, and then lamented the strength of the 
Mets rotation for a few minutes.  Stopped in one spot to take a break from the walk around, and 
had a very nice chat with one of the ballpark attendants.  He wanted to make sure I wasn't from 
south Philly.  We had a nice chat about the rivalry and the chances of a return for David 
Wright.  He remembered Wright’s first hit back from injury last year.  It was a shot to the 2nd 
deck in left.  Other than some ribbing from some of the attendants over my Mets gear, it was a 
friendly environment, and even the harassment was done seemingly in good nature. 
 
A wonderful stadium attendant offered to let us move our seats into the handicapped section 
which we mostly had to ourselves.  It was a nice view from there, and it was comfortable.   
 
Once the game started, it was pretty much a slugfest.  Before the first out was recorded, the 
Mets got a 3 run shot from Yoenis Cespedes.  As I said on Twitter, he’s a big, bad man, and I’m 
REALLY glad he’s wearing blue and orange.  Overall, the Mets slugged a total of 7 home runs 
(3 from Yo, 2 from the Dudameister, and 1 each from Asdrubal Cabrera and Travis 
d’Arnaud).  The Phillies pitchers all struggled throughout the game, not surprising considering 
each of them are sporting ERA’s over 10.00 early on in 2017.  Clay Buchholz did leave the 
game with an injury, and he’ll be visiting Dr. Andrews in the near future.   
 
By about the 6th inning, most of the Phillies fans had left, and the Mets fans started getting a 
little rowdier and rowdier.  It’s fun when a road game turns into a home game.   
Overall it was a nice trip to a new ballpark.  Only a few left in the Northeast that I haven’t visited 
yet.  Will keep you all posted about the next trip!  Next live action will likely be a game or two at 
Nyseg Stadium this weekend.   
 
Real Baseball Has Arrived! - It was opening week of MLB action, and it was a lot of fun to 
spend more time in front of the TV this week than I have...since 2017 started.  I got to watch 



Madison Bumgarner crush not one baseball, but two.  For those curious, through his first 525 
ABs, he has as many home runs as one Barry Bonds had through his first 525 ABs.  Crazy to 
think about a pitcher having that kind of power.  Which leaves some of us to wonder, if it would 
benefit the Giants to get MadBum more involved into the offensive end of the game.  Here are 
some other thoughts from week 1 action… 

• The Padres believed that Christian Bethancourt could be an option out of the bullpen, 
and become a reliever/catcher/utility player.  In two pitching appearances, Bethancourt is 
sporting a 5.40 WHIP and 32.40 ERA.  Other than mop up duty, I’m not sure how much 
of a chance he’ll get, despite the fact that the Padres are rebuilding and could be 
allowed to flounder. 

• I know it’s far too early, but seeing the Diamondbacks, Angels, and Reds in first place of 
their divisions makes me wonder: what the hell is going on out there?!  The Reds are off 
to their best start since 1990.  Spoiler alert: They won the World Series that year.  Do I 
believe the Reds are surprise contenders for keeping up with the Cubs in the 
Central?  No.  But winning does cure many ails, and a young team winning early can 
only build confidence. 

• Yankees prospect James Kaprielian will have Tommy John surgery next 
week.  Rumored to be the closest to big league ready pitching prospect of the Yankees, 
his arrival will be delayed for a bit now.   

• Is Miguel Cabrera finally getting the “we’re not going to let that guy beat us” treatment, 
because the Tigers aren’t very good, or is the man finally losing a step?  I’m not the guy 
to make that prediction… 

• The O’s tee’d off on Steven Wright’s knuckleball Wednesday night, to the tune of 4 home 
runs in 1 ⅓ innings.  I have read nothing of injury worry recently, so it may have been the 
chilly Boston air wasn’t working well with the knuckleball. 

• In 34 plate appearances, Byron Buxton has as many strikeouts as Tony Gwynn did in 
1998.  And more than Gwynn had in 1982, 1992, 1995, 1996, 1999, 2000, and 
2001.  The worst Gwynn batted in any of those years was .289, in 1982.  Every other 
year was over .300.  Buxton is currently batting .091.  Gotta put the ball in play to get 
hits!  Editor’s Note - This was when Buxton had 18 strikeouts today.  He’s up to 19 
now.  This would add 1991, 1993, and 1994 to the list of years involved, when Gwynn 
had 19 strikeouts all season.  In 1994 he hit .394, best of his career. 

• Despite a losing record, the White Sox have the best BAA in the majors.  That’s with 
Chris Sale being in Beantown now and Carlos Rodon starting the year on the 
DL.  They’re not a winning team overall yet, but solid pitching will at least keep them in 
some games. 

• Yoenis Cespedes now has his 2nd multi-home run game in 3 days, with his second 
home run of the night against the Marlins.  He’s still a big, bad man.  And I’m still 
REALLY glad he’s wearing blue and orange. 

• According to ESPN, M Cabrera is having a better year than M Cabrera.  At least has a 
higher batting average, OBP, and extra base hits.  Oh, that’s Melky > Miggy.   

• Tim Tebow has two home runs so far this season.  That’s just one fewer than Michael 
Jordan had in his baseball experience.  That is 3 out of the 4 major sports that Tim 
Tebow would outperform Michael Jordan in.   



• Tell me that this isn’t the best pervstache since Keith Hernandez (This is Phillies catcher 

Andrew Knapp):  
• Paging all shortstops to the Nation’s capital.  With Trea Turner going down with a 

hamstring injury, and now Stephen Drew going down with a hamstring injury all his own, 
the only healthy shortstop left on the roster is rookie Wilmer Difo.  Which isn’t nearly as 
amazing as having a Wilmer Flores. 

 
Things I saw I liked - I’ve watched a lot of baseball the last week and a half.  Most of it Mets 
baseball, but I’ve found time to squeeze in some other baseball action.  Here’s a quick list of 
things I’ve seen that I’ve enjoyed so far. 

• Andrelton Simmons playing defense.   
• Madison Bumgarner swinging a bat.   
• Left handed hitters bunting against the shift. 
• Albert Almora Jr. playing center field.   
• Noah Syndergaard pitching. 
• Noah Syndergaard stealing the Phanatic’s ATV. 
• Andrew Knapp’s pervstache. 
• Clayton Kershaw doing Clayton Kershaw things.   
• Matt Harvey’s rediscovered velocity. 
• Yoenis Cespedes being an absolute monster.   
• Addison Russell leaving the ballpark. 

 
Rant Time - So today I read an article from Buster Olney (I originally wrote Posey.  Oops), 
discussing major league defensive alignments.  I am not a huge fan of the shift.  I know that it’s 
statistically valid when it is implemented.  Teams will do anything for an advantage.  I do like the 
lefties bunting against the shift to maybe get a little better alignments later in games or in the 
future.  Screw those stats! 
 
What Buster wrote about today was the possibility of teams shifting to a 3 man infield and 4 man 
outfield as players are being more fly ball prone.  I disapprove this message.  I think teams will 
allow more singles and less doubles or triples.  I believe if all 4 fielders are playing deep it could 
also increase the risk of injury to move an infielder out there on select plays.  Teams develop 



communication when they play together every day.  Throwing an extra body out there could 
cause the outfield to get cluttered and maybe cause more collisions.  Then you have more 
injuries which leads to a worse product on the field.   
 
Only once in my time listening to baseball have I heard a team use a 5 man infield.  It was 
VERY situational.  The Brewers were about to lose a game, and brought Carlos Gomez in to 
essentially play center field from the 2nd base bag, because any ball hit to the outfield (even in 
the air) was essentially game over.  That was the only time I’d heard the opposite done.  I’ve 
never seen a team actually move a player into the outfield, unless you’re counting the shift play 
with the 2nd baseman playing shallow right field against the lefty.   
 
For those curious, in 2014, the ground ball % was 44.8% of all batted balls.  The fly ball % was 
34.4% and the line drive % was 20.8%.  What is curious, is that 9.6% of fly balls do not leave 
the infield.  So that drops the fly ball percentage.  And the percent of fly balls that leave the 
ballpark is about 10% of the time.  I would believe a team going to a 4 man outfield would have 
to be extremely situational at this point.  And teams shouldn’t do it because I don’t want them 
to.   
 
That’s all folks! - That will conclude this week’s spotlight.  Next week we’ll have some more fun 
as we get ready for 4 game sets all around!  Hurray spring slam!  Hurray for all of the based 
balls! 
 
 

 
 
RULES OF THE GAME: 
There has been a lot of buzz this season about the hit by pitch in the ABL in 2017.  TP Baseball made an 
adjustment that has seemed to double the chances of players getting hit by pitches.  More on that 
later.  This question being asked around the league does the additional ABL HBP Injury chart need to 
stay?  Regardless of the additional hit by pitches created by the TP Baseball update, does it make sense to 
still keep this chart?  Some background, why was the chart added in the first place?  Back in the early 
days of the league basically it was added to create excitement.  Managers back then could intentionally 
announce they wanted to throw out a specific player and without an injury roll that optional rule wouldn’t 
have had any purpose without chance of injury.  Eventually after a few heated exchanges the league voted 
out the intentional beaming rule but left in the additional chart to check for injury on every hit by pitch. 
 
Let’s look at some numbers involving injuries that a HBP could possibly cause.  In 2016 in MLB, 29 
players were injured with fractures, bruises, broken bones in the thumb, elbow, hand, finger, etc.  There 
were 1651 HBPs in the majors last year causing at the most .02% of hit batters to leave the game.  The 
number is actually lower since some of the injuries were from collisions.  Basically, a low percentage that 
is already covered on the Crazy Play Chart.  The ABL HBP Injury chart has numbers like 15% for a 4 
injury and the player is injured.  Even a 5 injury has a 10% chance at injury and must leave the 
game.  With today’s players wearing all that armor you rarely see a player actually leave a game due to a 



hit by pitch and nowhere close to as often as the ABL chart.  It seems it might be time to remove this 
chart from the ABLs’ rule packages since maybe its intended purpose no longer exists. 
 
Back to the change in TP Baseball allowing more HBPs to happen has been an early mystery so far in 
2017.  Per some excellent tweets by Len of the Perfectos.  Looking at 2015 MLB numbers the HBP per 
game was .660 compared to .778 during the 2016 ABL season.  A tick more but nothing noticeable.  In 
MLB in 2016 it jumped a little to .680 per game compared to 1.30 per game in the ABL through the first 
40 games.  Yes, it’s a small sample size but something has changed and it seems at the moment the tweak 
might have been too aggressive.  A bigger sample size will be needed as we progress through the 
season.  Bottom line, teams will need to ensure that have depth as players are getting hurt by the inside 
fast ball quite a bit in 2017.  Stanton having to catch due to injuries by the HBP isn’t ideal and another 
reason why it might be time to leave the ABL HBP Injury chart in the archives. 
 
 

 
 
CASEY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

Mudville Nine manager getting some press for his acumen behind the dish on the diamond. 
 

 



 
Casey poses with the ladies after blasting a long ball since we all know “Chicks dig the long ball!” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 



Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
4. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
5. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

3/29 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Ken Giles and called up Brad Ziegler. 
 
4/12 TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Chris Carter and called up Dexter Fowler. 
 
 

 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

C. Rodon  ORL  4  GM-66   7 
 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Long Beach Island at Titusville 

Game One 



Long Beach Island 5 Titusville 4 
The first third of game one was in Titusvilleâ€™s favor. Mookie Betts led off the game for the Starfish 
with a home run and Murphy singled in Bryant to give LBI a 2-0 lead after a half inning. The Perfectos 
answered with a pair of two-run homers in the second (Kiermaier) and third (Machado) against starter 
Zach Davies to give T-Ville a 4-2 lead. Davies and the Starfish pen held tough after that and blanked the 
Perfectos, allowing only two hits over the last six innings. Titusville starter Ervin Santana pitched well, 
giving up three runs in six innings of work, but the Starfish were able to touch up the T-Ville pen in the 
late innings. Murphy singled in Bryant for the second time in the eighth to tie the game at 4. (Bryant & 
Murphy were a combined 7-for-10.) LBI took the lead in the top of the ninth on a Kris Bryant RBI single. 
In the bottom of the ninth Brad Ziegler got two quick outs, but followed that with a walk and a single to 
give Cespedes a chance to be a hero. Ziegler struck him out swinging and notched the win for LBI. 
 
                 R  H  E LOB 
LBI 200 001 011  5 13  1  8 
TV  022 000 000  4  6  0 11 
  
TV PITCHING 
Iwakuma 6 

Gregerson 2 
Kontos 1 (LOSS) 
 
LBI PITCHING 
Davies 5 
Familia 1 
Salas 1 
Buchter 1 (WIN) 
Ziegler 1 (SAVE) 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
 
Game Two 
Titusville 4 Long Beach Island 3 (10 innings) 
The back ends of the rotations continued to pitch well in game two. David Price went eight innings for the 
Starfish and gave up three runs, including a two-run Deep off the Park Effects chart by Adam Rosales. 
Call-up Ervin Santana got his first start for the Perfectos and held LBI to three runs over six innings. Two 
runs were driven in by Ryon Healy via a rare single off the visitorâ€™s side of the Park Effects chart. (I 
always hated that chart!) The other run was a solo shot by Kris (MVP) Bryant, who was a double shy of 
the cycle for the game and 7-for-10 in the series. The 3-3 tie after six persisted into extra innings. The 
Starfish went down in order in the top of the tenth. Jeurys Familia went out for his second inning of work 
in the bottom of the tenth, facing the top of the Titusville order. Two strikeouts were followed by two 
singles, which fatigued Familia, and LBI brought in Ryan Buchter to face pinch-hitter Jett Bandy. (Who?) 
Jett streaked a ball into the gap and Manny Machado slid home to score the winning run. 
 
                    R  H  E LOB 
LBI 002 010 000 0   3 11  0  7 
TV  100 002 000 1   4 10  0  8 
  
TV PITCHING 
E. Santana 6 

Harris 2 



Kontos 2 (WIN) 
 
LBI PITCHING 
Price 8 
Familia 1.2 (LOSS) 
Buchter 0 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
 
Series Notes 

• These two games make it six LBI games in a row with a one-run margin. Watch that blood 
pressure, Skibby! 

• Titusville pitchers in the series: 23 strikeouts, ZERO WALKS! 
• One HBP in each game, both finding Titusville batters, no injuries. 

Thanks for getting in the games early, Jim. Two close ones! 
 
 
La Jolla at Albany 
Game One 
LaJolla 7  Albany 3  
The Juggernaut visited Albany for the first time - and they came in HOT!   
The Lo-Sox got things started with a Votto double that chased Blackmon home, but LaJolla answered 
loudly in the 3rd with RBI hits from Gordon and Bogaerts and a RBI DP from Gattis. The Sox pulled 
even in the 6th thanks to ribs from Arenado and Dahl. Gordon put the Nauts ahead for good in the 7th and 
LaJolla tacked on 3 in the final frame to take game one, 7-3. In a strange duel, Carlos Beltran tested Lo-
Sox pitchers in three straight at bats.  Final score: Sox pitchers 2 (Infield Range plays), Beltran 1 (Error). 
  
Lines of the game:  
GORDON 5-1-2-2 GWRBI 
SHOEMAKER  6-IP 3-R 0-BB 5-K Win 
  
                                     R   H    E 

LJ       003 000 103      7   15   0 

ALB    100 002 000      3   11   1 

  
LJ Pitching 
Shoemaker 6 (W) 
Rodriguez 1 
Oh 1 
Blevins 1 (S) 
  
ALB Pitching 
Chatwood 6 (L) 
Reyes 1 
Barraclough 0.2 
Claudio 0.2 
Bedrosian 0.2 
  



INJURIES 
None, but Gattis took a Crazy Play foul to the ballsack and laughed it off 
  
 
Game Two 
LaJolla 6  Albany 3 
Game two followed the form of game one. Albany took a small, early lead and the Juggernaut answered 
loudly with a 3-spot in the 5th. The Sox manager was overheard saying, "No homers yet" as Matt Kemp 
led off the inning. GONE! Gordon came through big time with a 2-out 2-RBI single to put LaJolla up by  
a deuce. Albany scratched back a solo tally when Votto (single) and Carpenter (double) brought the 2-out 
hits. More timely hitting padded LaJolla's lead when Pujols stroked a 2-out, 2-RBI single off loser 
Anderson. Beltran shook some sodium on the gash with a solo circuit clout in the 7th, but the story of the 
game was starter Jeremy Hellickson. Although he reached the circle in the 5th, he gave up only one hit 
over the final 13 batters, going the distance, and striking out four of the last 7 hitters, including Contreras 
to end it. All hail Hellickson!  
  
Line of the game:   
HELLICKSON  9-IP 7-H 3-ER 2-BB 8-K Win 
  
                                        R   H   E 

LJ        000 032 100        6   13  0 

ALB     010 010 100        3    7   1 

  
LJ Pitching 
Hellickson 9 (W) 
  
ALB Pitching 
Anderson 6 (L) 
Rusin 1 
Reyes 1 
Bedrosian 1 
  
INJURIES 
None 
 
Nice rolling with you Kevin! 
 
 
Ocracoke at Syracuse 

BEARDS STRIKE FIRST, BUT HAZARD GET LAST LAUGH 
Odorizzi v. Pomeranz 
In what would be a vicious exchange of punch-counter punch for the boxing world the Hazard 
and Blackbeards would go blow for blow over 9 innings.  Ocracoke would get things started right 
away with a leadoff shot from Keon Broxton to start the game.  Syracuse would answer in the 
bottom of the inning with a single from Jose Altuve and a blast from Christian Yelich to put the 
Hazard up 2-1.  The lead would be short lived as Asdrubal Cabrera would crank a solo homer of 
his own in the top of the second to tie it and Mark Trumbo would drive in Howie Kendrick to give 
the Blackbeards a 3-2 lead.  Number one overall pick, Corey Seager, would then leadoff the 
bottom of the 2nd with a tater of his own to tie the game up.  In the top of the 3rd the Beards 
threatened to put something together, but ultimately fell short as Tim Beckham couldn't quite 
find the muscle with the bases loaded, he got into one, it had the height, but fell in at the 



warning track to Ichiro's glove.  The Hazard would grab the lead in the bottom of the 4th when 
Miggy would single with the bases loaded to drive in 2 making the score 5-3.  The beards would 
get one back when Asdrubal Cabrera would score on a Drew Pomeranz wild pitch, but in the 
bottom of the 6th Miggy would drive in Ichiro-san to push the lead back to 2 at 6-4.  The top of 
the 7th would start off with Pomeranz fielding a comebacker and then giving a lucky fan a 
souveir by air mailing the ball into the stands, Buster Posey would take advantage of the runner 
in scoring position and pull Ocracoke to within one with a base hit.  In the top of the 8th Cuse 
setup man Nate Jones would be called upon and after giving up a 2-out single to Mark Trumbo 
would yield a 2-run go-ahead blast to Joc Pederson.  The bottom of the 8th would see the 
Beards call upon Koji Uehara who would lead off the inning by giving the business to Ichiro, 
drilling him in the ribs, Ichiro would use ancient Japenese voodoo to make his booboo go bye 
bye and after Jose Altuve went down on strikes, Christian Yelich would give an Uehara offering 
the business sending it to the cheap seats and giving the Hazard an 8-7 lead. Brandon Kintzler 
would come in for Syracuse in the 9th and nail down the save. 
 
PIT 
OCR 
"Eggs" Odorizzi - 6 IP - 12 H - 8R - 8ER - 1BB - 8K - 2HR 
Dull - 1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
Uehara - 1IP - L - 3H - 2R - 2ER - 0BB - 3K - 1HR 
 
CUSE 
Pomeranz - 6IP - 8H - 5R - 5ER - 4BB - 7K - 2HR 
Bowman - 1 IP - 2H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 0K - 0HR 
Jones - 1IP - W - 2H - 2R - 2ER - 0BB - 1K - 1HR 
Kintzler - 1IP - S - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 0K - 0HR 
 
HR 
OCR 
Broxton, As. Cabrera, Pederson 
 
CUSE 
Yelich (2), Co. Seager 
 
No SB 
 
ERR 
OCR  
none 
 
CUSE 
Pomeranz 
 
No injuries 
 
Game # 2 
BLACKBEARDS TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WALKER CONTROL ISSUES AND EARN SPLIT 
Griffin v. Walker 
The Blackbeards were able to take advantage of their extra opportunities and 3 of their 4 runs 
were either scored by a runner who reached via a HBP, or moved into scoring positions via a 
HBP.  The scoring would start in the top of the 4th with one out, Walker would go a little too far 



inside on Buster Posey and plunk him, Trayce Thompson would step up next and get into one to 
put the Beards up 2-0.  In the bottom of the inning Miggy would lead off with a jack of his own to 
cut the lead to 2-1.  In the top of the 5th Mark Trumbo would single and move to second when 
Walker would drill Victor Martinez with one out.  After striking out Asbrubal Cabrera Buster 
Powey would single scoring Trumbo and giving Ocracoke a 3-1 lead.  The score would stay 
there until the top of the 7th when, with one out, Taijuan Walker catch Asdrubal in the ribs and 
the trainers would pull Cabrera from the game.  Keon Broxton would come in to run and 
immediately steal 2nd base, after moving to 3rd on a Buster Posey groundout Broxton would 
score on a Pedro Strop wild pitch to push the score to 4-1.  The Hazard would try mightily to 
come back, lead by a solo shot from the Rookie Corey Seager, back to back 2-out singles in the 
bottom of the 7th would give some life, but it would be stifled by Koji Uehara getting Yelich to 
strike out.  Uehara and Watson would hold the 4-2 lead giving way to Craig Kimbrel to come in 
and get the save. 
 
PIT 
OCR 
Griffin - 6 2/3 IP - W - 7H - 2R - 2ER - 1BB - 5K - 2HR 
Uehara - 1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 2K - 0HR 
Watson - 1/3 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 0K - 0HR 
Kimbrel - 1 IP - S - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 2K - 0HR 
 
CUSE 
Walker - 6 1/3 IP - L - 7H - 4R - 4ER - 5BB - 7K - 1HR 
Strop - 1 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 1BB - 0K - 0HR 
Hand - 1 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
Smith - 2/3 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
 
HR 
OCR 
Thompson 
 
CUSE 
Cabrera 
Co. Seager 
 
SB 
OCR 
Broxton 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
No Errors 
 
INJURIES 
OCR 
Asdrubal Cabrera - Out for game (HBP) 
 
CUSE 
none 
 



Great games Duran!  4-way tie for first place we'll see you down the road. 
 
 
Tallahassee at Chesapeake Bay 

Cats score six in first inning and hold on for dear life in win 
Game # 1 
Fernandez vs. Greinke 
Cats jump out in bottom of the first inning as former Terrier Robinson Cano goes deep for a two run 
shot.  After a rare Neil Walker error the Cats capitalize as Hazelbaker ripped a single for a 3-0 lead.  Jay 
Bruce put the capping on the run scoring all in the first inning for the Cats with a three run ding 
dong.  Terriers came right back in the 2nd inning as Gyorko went deep with a two run shot to make it a 6-2 
game.  Walker made up for his error with a solo shot in the 4th inning.  Terriers pulled within two runs in 
the 5th inning on a Odubel Herrera RBI single.  Cats pitching would close down the door for the last four 
innings allowing only one base runner on a hit by pitch.   
 
Line of the game:  

Cano 3-AB 1-R 2-H 2-RBI 1-HR 1-BB  
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

Tall  020  110  000  4  6  1  4 

C-Bay 600  000  00X  6  7  0  7 

 

Pitching 
Tallahassee 
L  Fernandez  6.0 
Diekman  1.0 
Torres  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
Prank after game on Ruiz (5th) (Escaped injury) 
HBP:  Rizzo (8th) - out for the game 
 

C-Bay 
W  Greinke  6.0 
Tazawa  1.0 
Reed 1.0 
S  Chapman  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Rizzo crushed three long balls to led romp past Cats 
Game # 2 
Hernandez vs. deGrom 
Tallahassee exploded in the top of the first like the Cats in game one with a Segura RBI double for one 
run as Khris David went deep for a three run jack for a 4-0 lead.  Rizzo added a solo homer in the 3rd 
inning and another two run blast in the 4th inning.  Cats catcher Lucroy dropped a would be foul out and 
Rizzo made him pay for a 7-0 lead.  King Felix was busy scattering hits and getting out of jams on the 
other side of the ball.  Cats finally score in the 6th inning on a Lucroy 2 RBI single to pull within 
five.  Rizzo capped off his magical day with another long solo blast in the 9th for a Terriers 8-2 victory! 
 



Line of the game:  

Rizzo 5-AB 3-R 3-H 4-RBI 3-HR  
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

Tall  401  200  001  8  11 0  8 

C-Bay 000  002  000  2  12 2  9 

 

Pitching 
Tallahassee 
W  Hernandez  6.0 
Cervenka  1.0 
Law  1.0 
Diekman  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
Ruiz hit in the groin (3rd) (Out of the Game) 
 

C-Bay 
L  deGrom  5.0 
Rogers  1.0 
Bush  1.0 
Phelps  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Legend, Great time rolling ball and chatting WBC.  Till next time! 
 
 
Orlando at Mudville 

gm1 
Nola vs Guerra 
the Sharks got things off first when they scored 3 runs in the 3rd inning with a single rbi a FC rbi 
and a double off the bat of Martinez. In the top of the 4th they scored 2 runs 1 via a single by 
Nola and an error by Diaz. The nine would score three runs with a Bour solo shot amd 2 rbi 
single by Escobar and Piscotty. the pitchers would calm down. In the 8th Kinsler would hit a solo 
home run. Sharks win 6-3. 
 
Pitching  
mudville 
L-Guerra 4ip 
Blanton 2ip 
Duke 1ip 
Strickland 1ip 
Rondon 1ip 
 
Orlando 
W-Nola 5ip 
Ryan 2ip 
Logan 1ip 
S-May 1ip 



 
Home runs  
Kinsler  
 
Injuries  
Myers OFG 
 
gm2 
Rodon vs Bauer 
The sharks would waste no time scoring two runs via a beltre double and a Martinez single. The 
nine would score a run playing some buck ball leading off with a single stealing and a gcf single. 
Pitching was complete dominant. In the bottom of the 4th Russell lead off the inning hitting a line 
drive off Rodon head. He would be injuried for 4 gms. In the bottom of the 7th the Nine would hit 
2 single right off the bat. Realmuto would double and Pinch hitter Franco would hit a single 
taking the lead. The basses would be loaded for Trout vs the lefty Logan. Trout would hit a 
Gram Salami breaking the game up. the Nine scored 7 runs that inning. they would go on to win 
and end th elosing streak 8-2.  
 
Pitching 
Mudville 
W-Bauer 7ip 
Strickland 1ip 
Duke 1ip 
 
Orlando  
Rodon 3ip 
L-Wilson 3ip 
Logan .2ip 
Rondon 1ip 
Gearrin .1ip 
 
Home Runs  
Trout 
 
Injuries  
Rodon 4gms 
 
Great time rolling Buck. Had lots of fun talking to you for the first time. good luck the rest of the 
season. 
 
  
 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 



Chesapeake Bay 
Scherzer Rested 
Strasburg Rest 1 game  
Lester  Rest 2 games 
Greinke  Rest 3 games 
deGrom Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Rogers pitched in one game 
Bush pitched in one game 
Phelps pitched in one game 
 
Tallahassee 
Porcello Rested 
Bumgarner Rest 1 game 
Archer  Rest 2 games 
J. Fernandez Rest 3 games 
F. Hernandez Rest 4 games 
Straily  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Diekman must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Law pitched in one game 
Cervenka pitched in one game 
 
Orlando 
Verlander Rested 
Ray  Rest 1 game 
Fulmer  Rest 2 games 
Nola  Rest 3 games 
Rodon  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Wilson must REST in game one and game two  
Logan must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Rondon pitched in one game 
Gearrin pitched in one game 
 
Titusville 
Hendricks Rested 
Sale  Rest 1 game 
Wright  Rest 2 games 
Iwakuma Rest 3 games 
Santana  Rest 4 games 
Gonzalez Rested 
Bullpen: 
Kontos must REST in game one  
Harris must REST in game one  
 

Mudville 
Arrieta  Rested 
Estrada  Rest 1 game 
Lewis  Rest 2 games 
Guerra  Rest 3 games 



Bauer  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Strickland must REST in game one  
Duke must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
 
Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 2 games 
Carrasco Rest 3 games 
Nolasco Rest 4 games 
Davies  Rest 3 games 
Price  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Boshers must REST in game one  
Familia pitched in one game 
 
Syracuse 
Quintana Rested 
Eickhoff Rest 1 game 
Hamels  Rest 2 games 
Pomeranz Rest 3 games 
Walker  Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Hand pitched in one game 
Strop pitched in one game 
Smith pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Darvish  Rested 
Samardzija Rest 1 game 
Maeda  Rest 2 games 
Odorizzi Rest 3 games 
Griffin   Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Uehara must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Watson pitched in one game 
Kimbrel pitched in one game 
 
La Jolla 
Kershaw Rested 
Cueto  Rest 1 game 
Hill  Rest 2 games  
Shoemaker Rest 3 games 
Hellickson Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

Albany 
Syndergaard Rested 
Martinez Rest 1 game 
Gray  Rest 2 games 
Chatwood Rest 3 games 



Anderson Rest 4 games 
Bullpen: 
Bedrosian must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Reyes must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Rusin pitched in one game 
 
 

 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Series Previews - Week 6 Edition 

 

Splitsville for every series in week five action with the red-hot Jugs rolling past the Lo-Sox with the lone 

sweep.  Can the Jugs keep it going against Tallahassee as three of the series are rematches from earlier in 

the season?  Can T-Ville hit into another double play?  The Perfectos didn’t hit into their first twin killing 

until the 7th inning of their 10th game as Cespedes did the honors.  Final play week till the big four game 

sets taking place!       

 

WEEK 6 APR 14 - APR 23 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

51 SYRACUSE ALBANY COOP MICHAEL AL NIGHT

52 SYRACUSE ALBANY NIGHT

53 OCRACOKE LONG BEACH DURAN SKIBBY AL NIGHT

54 OCRACOKE LONG BEACH NIGHT

55 TITUSVILLE ORLANDO LENNY BUCK NL NIGHT

56 TITUSVILLE ORLANDO NIGHT

57 MUDVILLE CHESAPEAKE BAY CASEY COMMISH NL NIGHT

58 MUDVILLE CHESAPEAKE BAY NIGHT

59 LA JOLLA TALLAHASSEE KEVIN DON JR. NL NIGHT

60 LA JOLLA TALLAHASSEE NIGHT



Series 1:  Syracuse (6-4) at Albany (4-6) 
 
Head to Head: First Meeting   
 
NOTES:  The Hazard travel to the west coast to face the Albany Lo-Sox for the first time in history.  
Albany manager Michael Saaf was 4-2 against the Hazard in 2016 while calling the shots in the Pelicans 
dugout.  Both clubs have been a bit of a surprise early on for similar reasons.  Syracuse was projected the 
top team by a long shot coming out of the draft and since starting 3-0 the club has gone 3-4.  There are 
some silver linings as the Hazard have a nice run differential and have scored a league high 74 runs.  In 
comparison, Long Beach Island was leading the league with 67 runs scored last year and that was after 12 
games.  The Hazard lineup is potent scoring 7 or more runs in 7 of the first 10 games.  If the pitching can 
start to pitch better, this team will leave the field in a hurry.  Good news in game one as lefty Jose 
Quintana and his 3.60 ERA toss but Eickhoff will need to improve on his 5.40 mark against the Lo-Sox.  
Some feel Albany might be one of the most talented expansion teams in recent seasons.  Albany has lost 
three in a row after edging the Starfish back in week four action.  Albany has played in four one run 
games with an even record of 2-2.  Nolan Arenado is leading the offense batting over .400 and has gone 
for the down already three times!  Thor and his 25 strikeouts in 16 plus innings gets the ball in game one 
as young Carlos Martinez takes the hill in game two.  The key to success for Albany is keep the ball in the 
ballpark as the pair has allowed nine dingers between them.  Should be a great series and if Albany can 
pull off an upset, oh boy the standings will look interesting.   
 
Series 2:  Ocracoke (6-4) at Long Beach Island (6-4) 
 
Head to Head: Long Beach Island leads 23-15   
 
NOTES:  The surprising Blackbeards travel to the Jersey shore to face the exciting Starfish.  Exciting you 
ask?  Six straight one run games and the club still has a plus 13 run differential.  Ryon Healy has been a 
nice surprise at 3rd base as Skibby discussed on the latest episode of Commish Chat.  But hands down the 
star of the club and early favorite for Player of the Year is Kris Bryant. He is only batting .400 with 4 
doubles, a triple, and 7 bombs in ten games.  Mr. Cub is on pace to jack 25 homers which would shatter 
the 18-dinger single season record.  The Blackbeards pitching staff will have their work cut out for them 
as they have allowed 54 runs compared to 47 by the Fish.  Yu Darvish has the chance to toss a great game 
and the Shark Jeff Samardzija has been better than expected.  Power has been the key for the Beards with 
20 jacks already in their first ten games.  Keep it in the park and you have a chance against another team 
in the ABL using the Len model of building a team on power.  Hey, we all know “Chicks dig the long 
ball!”           
 
Series 3:  Titusville (7-3) at Orlando (4-6) 
 
Head to Head: Titusville leads 15-11   
 
NOTES:  This series is a rematch of Week 1, and will likely feature the same pitching matchups. The 
Game  1 probables are Kyle Hendricks for the Perfectos and Justin Verlander for the Sharks. Game 2 will 
likely see a lefty-lefty matchup, with Chris Sale toeing the rubber for Titusville and Robbie Ray hurling 
for Orlando. The Perfectos swept the series in Week 1 and outscored the Sharks 17-5. Billy Hamilton is 
the spark plug for Orlando, and in the first series he reached base only once in nine plate appearances. If 
Hamilton gets on base more in this series, the spark may light a fire. While the Sharks are known for 
speed, the Perfectos are known for power. In the first meeting Titusville, out-homered Orlando 6-1. The 
Perfectos’ success will likely hinge on a continued edge with the long ball. The Titusville pitching stats 
have been crazy good so far this season. If their luck continues, then it bodes well for the Perfectos. If the 
Sharks get men on base and execute their small-ball game, then they could hold the advantage. 



 

Series 4:  Mudville (2-8) at Chesapeake Bay (6-4) 
 
Head to Head: Mudville leads 7-5   
 
NOTES:  The Nine will visit C-Bay for a rematch of the Week 1 series. That series started the season off 
well for Mudville, as they scored 16 for a blow-out win in the opener. The bad news for the Nine was that 
they lost a close one in Game 2, which started an eight-game losing streak. After picking up their second 
win in their last outing, Mudville will be looking to reverse some of that bad roller luck from their losing 
streak. The probables in Game 1 are Max Scherzer for the Cats and Jake Arrieta for Mudville. It should 
be a low-scoring game with these aces, but 21 runs scored the last time they clashed, so who knows. 
Game 2 should see Marco Estrada for the Nine and Stephen Strasburg for C-Bay. The win-loss records 
suggest a clear advantage for the Channel Cats, but the run differentials indicate that both teams should 
have 4-6 records. Mudville have scored 49 and given up 59, while C-Bay have scored 50 against 56. I’d 
give the C-Bay aces a slight advantage against Mudville’s starters in this series, but it’s pretty close 
otherwise. 
 
Series 5:  La Jolla (6-4) at Tallahassee (3-7) 
 
Head to Head: La Jolla leads 6-2   
 
NOTES:  La Jolla travels to Tallahassee for a rematch of a week three series which due to an odd 
scheduling quirk was also in Tallahassee.  It’s the series that started the run for La Jolla and the 
Juggernaut.  In game one the Terriers exploded for five homers and a 10-5 win but the Jugs won a hard-
fought game two.  Kershaw and Porcello hooked up in a great pitcher’s duel that ended up going extra 
innings.  A based loaded walk issued by Baez allowed Solarte to score for La Jolla in the top of the 10th 
and La Jolla hasn’t looked back.  La Jolla has really been on a magical ride as they are tied for allowing 
the most runs in the league with Mudville.  In fact, Mudville has scored 49 runs compared to La Jolla’s 50 
but La Jolla has six wins compared to two for the last place Nine.  Kevin is surely pulling all the right 
strings and will need to do so against a power team that is starting to get warm.  Rizzo enjoyed a three-
ding dong game against the Cats last play week.  Tallahassee has blasted seven home runs in their last 
three games.  It should be noted; La Jolla has been near the bottom in the league in allowing home runs 
through the first third of the season.  Speaking of hitting things, Tallahassee has only hit two batters in the 
year of the hit by pitch.  Who pitched too far inside?  You guessed it!  Mad-Bum with both hit by pitches 
and he’ll have to pitch inside in this series.  Classic rematch in game one between Kershaw and Porcello 
as Cueto and Bumgarner are expected to toss in game two.  The Jugs will look to stay “En fuego” as 
Michael said on twitter last week against the Terriers and all of the ABL!         

 

 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 



D)  66 
Las Vegas blasted 65 jacks in 1997 during a 50-game slate and then followed up with 65 again in 1998 
during a 32-game season.  Do you think the juice was helping Big Mac and company?  Something to 
ponder…If it was the juice in the late 90’s, what has caused the home run explosion in recent seasons? 
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Casilla 
Ross 
Polanco 
Upton 
Cabrera 
Robertson 
Carter 
 
Tallahassee 
Buxton 
Grichuk 
Mazara 
Gray 
Profar 
Baez 
Stripling 
 
Orlando 
Adams 
Perez 
Holland 
Boyd 
Wilson 
Guerra 
Lackey 
 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Cole 
Gonzalez 
Nunez 
Abad 
Bradley 
 

Mudville 
Zimmermann 



Velasquez 
Manaea 
Leon 
Schwarber 
Sardinas 
Brantley 
 

Long Beach Island 
Perez 
Giles 
Grossman 
Gordon 
Gausman 
Marte 
Pollock 
 

Syracuse 
McCutchen 
Polanco 
Ross 
Dozier 
DeSclafani 
Valencia 
Matz 
 
Orcacoke 
Cedeno 
Miller 
Harvey 
Rea 
Iglesias 
Heyward 
Arcia 
 

La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 

Albany 
Descalso 
Ramos 
Dyson 
Casali 
Colon 
Moore 
Pagan 



 
Enjoy Week 6 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, Don Allen Jr., and Len Saaf. 


