
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 2 

3/2/18 

 
BIG STORY:  Take a quick look at the standings in 2018 after four games played and there might be a 
surprise or two.  Ocracoke off to a 2-2 start might be a surprise, the fact Long Beach Island, Dexter, and 
Titusville are a combined 8-4 is not a surprise based on the post-draft rankings.  This time last year five 
teams were 3-1 with both T-Ville and Syracuse with plus 16 run differentials in the first four games. 
Do quick starts matter?  They can in some cases as the Perfectos reached the finals after a quick start 
along with the champion Blackbeards who always seem to start off quickly.  Speaking of surprises, 2018  
hasn’t been kind to the National Division with five teams at 2-2 and only two of them with a plus run 
differential.  Through twenty-four games in 2018, four teams have reached double digits on the 
scoreboard.  Dexter put up the biggest number with 13 Geese across the dish week 2 against the Perfectos.  
Last year three teams put up double digits through the first two weeks with Mudville putting a 16 spot on 
the Channel Cats.  It’s clear the offense is here to stay in the ABL and a recent ESPN and Science article 
gave us some insight into the baseballs.  The highlight of week two action was the 16-inning thriller 
between Long Beach Island and Tallahassee that resulted in a position player notching his first save.  
Congrats to Ryon Healy of the Starfish in wild entertaining ball game.  I believe Albany Lo-Sox manager 
Michael Saaf said it best on twitter about this game “Wow! Great game, great sportsmanship. This is why 
the ABL is so special.”  As we head into week three action the home team is faring only slightly better 
early on this season with a 13-11 record, will the trend continue as the boys of summer have started to 
play some ball games?     
 
     

2018 ABL STANDINGS 
 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  2 2 -- .500 20 29 0-0 2-2 2-0 0-2 

Tallahassee 2 2 -- .500 15 21 1-1 1-1 1-1 1-1 

Mudville  2 2 -- .500 24 21 0-0 2-2 1-1 1-1 

Orlando  2 2 -- .500 11 13 1-1 1-1 1-1 1-1 

Chesapeake Bay 2 2 -- .500 21 18 0-2 2-0 0-2 2-0 

Crown Heights 1 3 1 .250 13 16 0-0 1-3 1-1 0-2 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Long Beach  3 1 -- .750 28 14 1-1 2-0 2-0 1-1 

Dexter  3 1 -- .750 25 14 3-1 0-0 1-1 2-0 

Albany  3 1 -- .750 20 14 2-0 1-1 1-1 2-0 



Ocracoke  2 2 1 .500 14 15 2-2 0-0 1-1 1-1 

La Jolla  1 3 2 .250 12 17 0-2 1-1 1-1 0-2 

East Bay  1 3 2 .250 20 31 1-3 0-0 0-2 1-1 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins March 2nd 

Recap and Score Sheets due March 12th 8 p.m. eastern 

 

SCORES 

DEX  13  TV  5 

DEX  6  TV  3 

CB  6  LJ  2 

CB  5  LJ  4 

EB  9  MUD  4 

MUD  6  EB  2 

ALB  3  CH  1 

ALB  7  CH  5 

ORL  3  OC  2 

OC  4  ORL  2 

TA  2  LBI  1 

LBI  6  TA  3  16 Inn. 

 

 

2018 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(27th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen  
Tallahassee Terriers(28th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(17th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(11th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(4th Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
Crown Heights Kings(Expansion Season) Chris Marcello 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(16th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(14th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(11th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen  (Defending Champions)   
La Jolla Juggernaut(4th Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(2nd Season)   Michael Saaf 
East Bay Grease(Expansion Season)  Joe Parisi 
  
 

ABL 2018 IP’S 

Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Dexter   15 
Ocracoke  15 
Albany   15 
Orlando  15 



East Bay  15 
Crown Heights  15 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
Tallahassee  14 
Long Beach Island 12 
La Jolla   12 
 

 

 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Starting pitcher pitches 4 innings, down by one run. In the top of the 5th, his team takes a one-run lead 
before the starter gets lifted for a pinch-hitter with two outs. Reliever #1 pitches a clean 5th with lead. 
Reliever #2 pitches two clean with lead. Reliever #3 pitches a clean inning and Reliever #4 gets the save 
in 9th.  Does home team decide who gets the win since they are the official scorer?   
 
ANSWER:  Yes initially.  The ABL’s League Statistician has the final decision on all scoring decisions 
and can change who is credited with a win once the scoresheets are reviewed.  The home team manager is 
responsible for sending in the score sheets and makes the initial decision.  The home team manager can 
also take input from the visiting manager if the pitcher involved is playing for the visiting team.  
 
2.  Team gets a two-out, even, lrf 1B with a 6+ speed runner on first. Runner automatically gets 3rd. Can 
a manager try to send runner from 3rd to home on the Sending Runners chart?  
 
ANSWER:  No.  Runners do not advance more than two bases on a single.   
 

3.  If a pitcher leaves the game in the middle of the inning with runners on base and the runners are 

replaced due to a fielder’s choice, are the runs charged to the new pitcher? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  Per MLB Rule 10.16 (g):  When pitchers are changed during an inning, the official 

scorer shall not charge the relief pitcher with any run (earned or unearned) scored by a runner who was 

on base at the time such relief pitcher entered the game, nor for runs scored aby any runner who reaches 

base on a fielder’s choice that puts out runner left on base by any preceding pitcher.  The intent is to 

charge each pitcher with the number of runners he put on base, rather than the individual runners.     

 

4.  Outfield Range Chart Play with a shallow blooper to 1B, 2B, SS, or 3B.  Do the infielders field the 

throw if the runners decide to advance?  

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  Use the infielder’s throwing arm of 0 for any runner advancement. 

 

5.  What happens if runners are on 1
st

 and 3
rd

 and RG+ is rolled?  Can the manager not try for the DP to 



prevent the runner from scoring from 3
rd

?   

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  This is covered in the Diamond Chart (Supplemental Playing Rules).  The manager has 

the option to go for the DP or just take the RG to keep the runner scoring from 3
rd

(If infield in).  

 

6.  Can a Closer rated relief pitcher, pitch more than 3 innings if no other pitchers are available?   

 

ANSWER:  No.  Closers are not allowed to pitch more than 3 IP’s.  If you run out of relief pitchers due 

to the limits specified in the 'ABL Pitcher's Rest Requirements' chart, or due to injury or suspension, then 

you must use either a position player with the Emergency Pitcher card, or a fully rested starter as a 

reliever.  It is the manager’s option to use the fully rested starter or emergency pitcher. 

 

7.  If a Short or Closer rated relief pitcher pitches more than 4 or 3 innings pitched due to a double play 

or triple play, is there a penalty applied to the pitcher?   

 

ANSWER:  No.  Short and Closers are not allowed to pitch more than 4 IP’s and 3 IP’s respectively but 

will not be penalized if they go over the threshold due to a double or triple play. 

 

 

 
 

DEADLINES: 

A reminder to all managers that the deadlines are firm for sheets, recaps, etc.   If you need an extension, 
then request one.  The listed site managers are responsible for the recap and scoresheets per the rulebook.        
 

 

 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 

Long Beach Island and Tallahassee engaged in a 16-inning thriller in week two action where history was 
made.  16 pitchers were used in total by both teams to make it through the contest.  The longest game in 
ABL history to date is 20 innings and took place back in 1999 as the Channel Cats outlasted the Vipers 6-
5.  Under a different set of pitching usage rules and a time when players were amped on roids and could 
recover quickly.  How many pitchers in total did Las Vegas and Chesapeake Bay use to get through 20 
innings?     

A) 14 



B) 12 
C) 8 
D) 10 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 

 

 
 
ABL SPOTLIGHT ARCHIVE: 

(Posted 1/28/18) 

 

Draft Day Eve Jitters / Best Name In Draft  
'Twas the night before draft day.  And all over the league, there 

is a sense of...Panik?  The Schoop around the league is that we 

could use some Moore time to get ready for the draft.  I wanna keep 

this rap going, but I just don't have the Forsythe to do it.  I 

know, it stinks like a bad Odor.  Riddle me this though, is there 

any better way to spend a Sunday?   
 

I still feel like a kid on Christmas, getting to unwrapped the gift 

that will (hopefully) keep on giving all season long.  Healthy, 

productive baseball players.  That will hopefully be more 

productive for me than whoever you all select.  Sorry, I'm selfish 

like that.   
 

To get to my first pick, I only have to worry about 4 other 

dudes.  Some of you have 40 or 50 picks to wait through.  Might as 

well take a nap and relax.  Keep up on Twitter a little before your 

pick.  You'll be fine.  Bartolo Colon might even still be on the 

board at that time.  I make no promises though. 
 

I flip through the cards, a few more times tonight.  The computer 

is all setup for tomorrow.  The Twitter account is still open, so 

be sure to follow @abldraft and possibly @abldraft2 tomorrow for 

announcement of all of the picks.   
 

Which brings us to the most important announcement of this 

post:  THE BEST NAME AVAILABLE IN THE 2018 DRAFT!!! 
 

I did ask for some input in this award this year.  These are some 

of the thoughts I was given:  "That's not how you spell Kevin 



(Kevan Smith); why would you name your kid Kolten (Kolten Wong), or 

Kelby (Kelby Tomlinson) for that matter;  Addison (Addison Russell) 

is a girls name; He's got a great name! (Rougned Odor, which led to 

me having to bring up Coop's scouting report and the brawl)... 
 

As you can see, I did not get helpful insight.  Amusing, but not 

overly helpful.  So here are my thoughts, and my final pick for 

this years BEST NAME AVAILABLE IN THE 2018 DRAFT! 
 

Paul DeJong - A fairly obvious choice.  If you don't think I'm 

writing "The Dong" every time he's on a score sheet you're foolin 

yourself. 
 

Adeiny Hechavarria - It's fine to say.  It's hard to read.  All of 

the criteria are there, but this usually goes to someone new in the 

league... 
 

Norichika Aoki - Some of these Far Eastern names are just fun. 
 

Matt Szczur - Is this the year someone pairs Szczur with Scherzer 

(lookin at you Coop, you're the only one that can make this 

happen!).  By the way it's pronounced Caesar, which is far less 

fun. 
 

Mallex Smith - Take away the boring last name, and you might have 

the most metal name in ABL history.  Would definitely just write 

"Mallex" on my score sheet.   
 

Dinelson Lamet - This is just fun to look at.  I could stare at 

this name all day.  It's amazing. 
 

These guys were all in the running.  I had this picked out before 

cards came out.  With the assist from Coop.  But I am adding an 

honorable mention.  First, the best name in the draft goes to..... 
 

Relief Pitcher Sam Tuivailala!!  If you're wondering how to say 

that, as I was, here is the pronunciation for you:  too-ee-vai-lull-

lah  
 

So if you draft this guy on Sunday GET IT RIGHT I DID THE 

LEGWORK!!! 
 

The honorable mention goes to Second Baseman Carlos Asuaje for 

having a name I thought I knew, and was completely wrong.  The 

pronunciation is [ah-soo-ah'-hay] which through me off, and I think is 

a really cool name.   
 

I hope everyone is as mentally and emotionally prepared for draft 

as possible tomorrow.  Remember, 11 am eastern start.  Follow the 



above Twitter accounts for pick by pick action.  And make sure to 

call out your picks loud and proud because I have an ear infection 

and can't hear a damn thing still. 
 

Now it's time to go check my Scooter and make sure I can get to the 

draft in the morning... 
 

*mic drop*  

 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 



2/10 FREE AGENT:  Crown Heights picked up Mike Foltynewicz(SP) and dropped Bartolo 
Colon(SP). 

TAXI TEAM:  Crown Heights sent down Mike Foltynewicz. 
 
2/22 FREE AGENT:  Long Beach Island picked up Edubray Ramos(RP) and dropped Jacoby 
Ellsbury(CF). 
 

2/24 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Ryan Buchter, Michael Conforto and called up 
Daniel Nava. 
 
2/25 FREE AGENT:  Tallahassee picked up Nick Hundley(C), Seth Smith(RF) and dropped Alex 
Wilson(RP), Cameron Maybin(CF). 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Yusmeiro Petit, Byron Buxton, Welington Castillo and 
called up Chris Archer(1st). 

 
 FREE AGENT:  La Jolla picked up Jared Hughes(RP), Sam Freeman(RP) and dropped R.A. 
Dickey(SP), Ian Kinsler(2B). 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  La Jolla sent down Hector Neris, Johnny Cueto. 
 
2/26 FREE AGENT:  Mudville picked up Alex Wilson(RP) and dropped Yunel Escobar(3B). 
  
 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down DJ LeMahieu and called up Brent Suter(1st). 

 
2/27 TAXI TEAM:  Mudville sent down Alex Wilson. 
 
2/28 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Enrique Hernandez and called up Evan Longoria(1st). 
 
 

 
 

INJURY REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

J. Jay(Birth)  LJ  1  GM-36   3  
H. Neris(Suspended) LJ  5  GM-56   5 
W. Castillo  TA  4  GM-40   4 
M. Conforto  LBI  4  GM-48   4 
W. Davis(Suspended) LBI  5  GM-60   5 
 

 



 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Dexter at Titusville 

 

Game One 
Dexter 13 Titusville 5 
  
Game One looked like it would be a battle of aces, as Verlander started for the Geese, while Sale was on 
the mound for the Perfectos. Verlander was ace-like through seven, giving up only two runs on early solo 
homers from Gennett and Granderson. He faltered in the eighth and surrendered three more runs, but it 
hardly mattered at that point. Chris Sale was half an ace, striking out 13 in 7-1/3. The other half of the 
balance sheet was a different story, however, as exactly half of the balls put in play by Dexter were base 
hits. The big blow was a McCutchen three-run blast in the fourth that gave the Geese a 6-2 lead. Eric 
Thames blasted a grand slam in the eighth, and Manny Pina added a three-run shot in the ninth to add 
insult to injury. The Perfectos plated three in the eighth to cut the winning margin to single digits. 
  
                 R  H  E LOB 
DEX 012 300 043 13 14  0  6 
TVL 110 000 030  5  9  0  4 
  

TVL PITCHING 
Sale 7.1 (LOSS) 
Castro 0.2 
Harris 1 
 
  
DEX PITCHING 
Verlander 7.1 (WIN) 
Chafin 1.2 
  
INJURIES: none 
  
Game Two 
Dexter 6 Titusville  3 
  
Game Two started with a trio of solo round-trippers in the first inning. Altuve hit one in the top of the 
frame, and Harper and Gennett answered with a pair in the bottom. The big blow for the Geese came in 
the fourth, when Steven Souza blasted a three-run shot, the third RBI trifecta for Dexter in the series. That 
was the second anserine Deep of the game. (Dexter cashed in on three of four Deep rolls in the series.) 
That was all the Geese would need against T-Ville starter Kyle Hendricks. Dexter’s Michael Pindeda was 
ace-like after the two early solo bombs and allowed no more runs through the next five innings. The 
Perfectos loaded the bases against Shane Greene in the seventh, but managed to plate only one run. New 
Perfectos shortstop Zack Cozart went 0-for-4, to start the season 1-for-17 (.059). 



  
                 R  H  E LOB 
DEX 100 300 020  6  9  0  5 
TVL 200 000 100  3  8  0  8 
  

TVL PITCHING 
Hendricks 6 (LOSS) 
Edwards 1 
Hildenberger 1 
Nicasio 1 
  
DEX PITCHING 
Pineda 6 (WIN) 
Greene 1 
Duffey 1 
Giles 1 (SAVE) 
  
INJURIES: none 
 
 
Thanks for the ass whooping, Coop. See you in the Finals! 
 

 

Long Beach Island at Tallahassee 

Game 1 
Montgomery vs Nelson 
TALLAHASSEE WINS PITCHERS DUEL COMBINED 10 HITS BETWEEN TEAMS Tallahassee 
would strike in the 1st with a lead off HR from Buxton. LBI would load them in the 3rd and MVP Bryant 
would walk in a run to tie the game 1-1. Both starter were dealing giving nothing as Montgomery would 
go 6 ip only giving up 2 hits and the 1 run. Nelson was just as good going 7 2/3 of 4 hit ball 1 run and 
striking out 10. Bullpen were doing their jobs until the 9th Alphbet (Tuivailala) would enter the game 
Segura would give it a drive to deep center but Segura couldn't muscle it over. So Tally decided to go 
small ball instead hitting 3 straight singles with PH Lamb getting the walk off single. Final 2-1 
 
LBI Pitchers 
Montgomery-6ip 
O'Day-1ip 
Parker-1ip 
Tuivailala-1/3ip Loss 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Nelson-72/3ip 
Petit-1/3ip 
Swarzak-1ip Win 
 
HR 
Buxton 
 
No Injuries 
 
 



One For The Ages...Instant Classic...HISTORY WAS MADE PEOPLE!  
Sometimes a game can start harmlessly enough, and spiral out of control into something else completely... 
 
Game 2 - Faria @ Cobb - Warm night game, some showers during the day have left the field a little moist 
for the night cap of the series.  Pham would step in and rudely welcome Alex Cobb to the game by taking 
him yard to kick off the game and an early 1-0 LBI lead.  It would not last long.  Walk Machine Jake 
Faria would come in and walk 3 of the first 4 batters before giving up a GCF single to Segura  to plate 
two.  After a wild pitch Faria would get Castillo to fly out, and the LBI manager would wonder to himself 
if this was how it was going to keep going...2-1 Tallahassee lead for those keeping track.  In the top of the 
third, after Faria would hit into a double play, Pham would single and Garcia would follow that up with a 
double.  Pham, being a quick little bugger, and admittedly a little greedy would go home with two outs, 
needs lower than a 17....of course rolls a 17 and runs over catcher Welington Castillo.  Pham would be out 
at home, but would continue playing.  Castillo made the play, but will miss the next four games.  So in 
comes Tyler "I'm not a delicate" Flowers to replace Castillo. 
 
In the bottom of the third Faria would walk two, and allow a single to juice the bases, but new catcher 
Tyler "Not delicate, but not clutch" Flowers would fly out to Pham to end the inning and the threat.  Top 
of the 5th, Barnes would hit a one out triple, followed by Nimmo's first career hit, an RBI double to knot 
this game up at two a piece!  Top of the 6th would roll around and Michael Conforto would hit his first 
long ball of the year, and LBI would take a 3-2 lead.  Remember this for later.  Very important detail. 
Bottom of the 6th the Terriers would chase the Walk Machine from the game on Khris Davis' two out 
double, and in comes reliever David Price (thanks Lance!) and he would get the last out of the inning, 
getting Inciarte to fly out.  Top of the 7th and 8th the Terriers Relief Corps. would limit LBI batters to 
jack shit, with Givens striking out the side in the 7th and McGee allowing only average contact to the 
fielders on the left side of the infield.  Bottom of the 8th and the Terriers lead off with a Josh Reddick 
triple to kick things off.  Segura would follow that up with a single to tie the game up (Very important, 
tied ball game), would come out for a pinch runner, but Buxton could never make it to second, and would 
get out on a double play by...I think Scott Schebler.  It's about this point of the game some things just stop 
making sense.  Top of the 9th, Colome would give up a leadoff double to Conforto, who would make it to 
third with two outs.  Tally would allow a free pass to Barnes, and "You Got Nimmo" got Nimmo'd (not 
sure what that means) but he would strike out to end the inning.  Bottom of the 9th would take a combo 
effort from Sam "I still can't say" Tuivailala and Blake Parker to strike out two, get a fly out, and send this 
game into extra innings!  (That very important detail of the game being tied is back) 
 
Neither team could do anything in the 10th, with Petit of the Terriers and O'Day of the Starfish allowing 
no base runners and no mercy.  LBI would threaten in the 11th with two outs as Petit would plunk Goldy 
and allow a single to Murph.  Unfortunately catchers are not clutch in this series as Barnes would go 
down swinging to end that threat.  Tallahassee would also threaten in the 11th, with a two out single by 
Yusmeiro Petit (yes, the guy who's arm is about to fall off) as he would single into shallow left, and 
Conforto and Baez don't communicate well, and Baez would take Conforto out at the knees.  Conforto 
would leave the field on a stretcher.  Baez will receive the scorn of fans and players everywhere for a few 
days.  Buchter would come in to get the final out, as LBI had to double switch to get Conforto replaced, 
and now the pitcher will bat 4th!  Hurray!  What could go wrong... Tallahassee would release the Swarzak 
against LBI, and Swarzak would strike out the first three batters he faced.  It was brutal.  Buchter would 
hold on through the 12th allowing a walk, but gets out of it with the tie intact.  The walk he allowed was 
from pitching around Todd Frazier, and Frazier would end up hitting a walk off home run....except not, 
because I pitched around him.  This would make one of us happy.  Guess which one. 
Buchter would get lifted for a pinch hitter in the 13th, and then begins... 
 
WADE DAVIS TIME! 



Why is this significant?  It seems mostly innocent, but Mr. Davis had the distinction of being the last man 
standing on this glorious day.  He would allow a hit in his first inning of service, which means he reached 
his circle REALLY quick.  More on that after I flip to the next scoresheet....Top of the 14th we go...the 
Swarzak is in until he gives up a leadoff single to Goldy.  To the 'pen we go to begin BRIAN 
DUENSING TIME! 
 
It's like WADE DAVIS TIME! but left handed.  Duensing would get a groundout and a flyout, and 
Inciarte would throw out a greedy Goldy at home for the final out on the easy fly, this time no collision, 
much to the delight of the Legend. 
 
At this point the Terrier's pitching has outperformed LBI's, but LBI is hanging in.  Onto more WADE 
DAVIS TIME!!  In the first Davis vs. Davis matchup, Wade would strike out Khris, and then Inciarte, but 
would allow back to back walks to become fatigued.  LBI is really walking the tight rope now.  With two 
on and two outs the Terriers would roll a 117 with LoMo up that we were both sure would be a single and 
end this madness.....but it's a hard grounder to first.  Pretty sure there were arms flailing on both ends of 
Skype, but for very different reasons after that one. 
 
In the top of the 15th, Duensing would do his job again, getting the 'fish in order.  In the bottom half, and 
exhausted Wade Davis would get a pair of fly outs (including a 7th unsuccessful deep roll of the game) 
before walking Flowers to allow the first critical base runner before EMERGENCY PITCHER TIME!  
Thankfully Duensing, after popping out to the catcher and the catcher DROPPING IT would strike out to 
end the inning.  Making contact more than once was asking too much.  To the top of the 16th we go, 
Duensing still on the mound, would allow a leadoff single to Baez.  Out of frustration/exhaustion/other 
words that end with tion Duensing would drill Bryant in the back.  Wade Davis would stand in the batters 
box and not take the bat off his shoulder, graciously accepting his strikeout and getting ready for his 
fourth inning of pitching.  With one down, Goldy would drive one up the middle for a single, but most 
importantly 1) fatiguing Duensing, and 2) taking a 4-3 lead.  Murph would then rip a double, plating two 
runs. 
 
At this point LBI can take all the help they can get with the EMERGENCY PITCHER looming.  
Duensing would get Barnes to fly out, but Nimmo would hit a single off of him, and chase last man 
standing from the game.  Now is when the real strategy comes in...who to put in as the emergency 
pitcher...I can hear whispers of "I could do that, but with my luck he'd get a twinge in his f'in elbow and 
then I'd need two catchers so Idk wtf...." and other mutters I'd make to myself soon enough.  The decision 
to bring in Sonny Gray to play left field, and it's KHRIS DAVIS TIME IN TALLAHASSEE!!!  And 
Davis would pitch a perfect 1/3 of an inning, getting Betts to hit a hard grounder to whoever the hell is 
playing shortstop at this point to end the inning. 
 
Bottom of the 16th we go, and LBI Manager Skibby Bomysoad has never felt less confident with a three 
run lead in his life.  Closer Wade Davis, arm holding on for dear life, would take the mound against 
fellow pitcher Khris Davis, and would throw him some cheese, but Davis would get just a bit under it, 
and fly it to center field.  One out.  Inciarte would step in next, and would send his offering off to Baez's 
weak side, and Baez would send the throw over the head of Goldy for an error, and that would be it for 
Davis. 
 
Chased by a Knoblauch.  Decision time.  Two dudes on the bench.  Only one may enter.  Long time 
catcher.  2017 Rookie of the Year.  Doesn't matter. They both suck.  Less want to hurt the backup catcher 
so....IT'S RYON HEALY TIME IN TALLAHASSEE!! 
 
Healy would take the mound, and would get Paul The Dong swinging for out number two.  You're as 
surprised as I am I promise.  First career K for Healy.  He's working on his +/-.  He's got a lot of work to 



do.  Next up is the ToddFather, who would single off Healy, and Healy is glad that's all he did.  LoMo 
would stand in.  Two on, two outs.  Long ball ties it.  Just gotta roll on the pitchers card....447....just 
misses a double, hits a grounder right at Goldy who walks it to the bag and this one is over folks. 
The marathon game is over!  The Starfish win it!  And it only took each side 16 pitchers total to do it.  
Which is sad when you start with a SP and only 6 relievers available for the game. 
 
Notes: To our knowledge this is the first game that ended with each team dipping into the emergency 
pitcher.  Also, Ryon Healy becomes the first ABL position player to notch a save. 
 
Final Score LBI 6 Tallahassee 3 
 
 Pitching 
 LBI 
 Faria 5.2 
 Price 1.2 
 Tuivailala 1.0 
 Parker 0.2 
 O'Day 1.2 
 Buchter 1.1 
 <W> Davis 3.1 
 <S> Healy 0.2 
 
 Tallahassee 
 Cobb 6.0 
 Givens 1.0 
 McGee 1.0 
 Colome 1.0 
 Petit 2.0 
 Swarzak 2.0 
 <L> Duensing 2.2 
 Davis 0.1 
 
 Injuries 
 Tallahassee - Welington Castillo - 4 games  LBI - Michael Conforto - 4 games 
 
This easily goes down as one of the most entertaining games I ever rolled. 
It was a blast, we were both laughing at the nonsense by the 13th, realizing how many players that should 
never get at bats were since the Terriers ran out of bench in the 8th or 9th, and we both ran out of pitchers, 
and it was just insanity.  So much fun had by all.  Reminds us of why we enjoy playing this game so 
much, because every so often something special happens.  Skibby 
 
Skibby awesome time rolling have not had that much fun in a long time two really well coached games 
with craziness in between.  Legend 
 
 
La Jolla at Chesapeake Bay 

Cats hit three jacks as Strasburg scatters seven hits  
Game # 1 
Leiter vs. Strasburg 
This game got wild quickly after Mark Leiter pitched inside to Matt Olson in the bottom of the first 
inning ignited an all-out brawl.  Leiter and Olson were both tossed and both benches were warned.  Kevin 



would need to get at least eight plus innings for the bullpen.  Cats struck first in the bottom of the second 
inning with a Correa three run homer with a odd role.  Brandon Belt added an RBI single in the same 
inning for a 4-0 lead.  Ozuna and Correa added solo bombs in the bottom of the 3rd inning for a 6-0 
lead.  La Jolla played small ball in the 6th to plate two runs as pinch hitter Denard Span ripped a double 
followed by a Dee Gordon single.  Dee then stole 2nd base and Alex Presley ripped a gcf single to plate 
Gordon.  Strasburg would settle down in the last three innings to notch the complete game victory. 
 
Line of the game:  

Correa  4-AB 2-R 2-H 4-RBI 2-HR 
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

LJ    000  002  000  2  7  0  6 

C-Bay 042  000  00X  6  11 0  9 

 

Pitching 
La Jolla 
Leiter  .2 
Bedrosian  1.1 
Uehara  2.0 
Cishek  1.0 
Neris  0.0 
Infante  2.0 
Jansen  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
Leake is crashed into by Posey while sitting in the dugout – Out 2 games (2nd) 
 
Ejections: 
Leiter ejected in the 1st inning for HBP and Brawl 
Neris ejected in the 6th inning for HBP after warning and suspended one game 
 

C-Bay 
W  Strasburg  9.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Ejections: 
Olson ejected in the 1st inning for Brawl 
 
Cats walk off on Stanton Grand Slam in crazy ending 
Game # 2 
Gausman vs. Hill 
Hill tossing against his former club survives a two out double in the first inning.  Top of the 2nd and the 
Juggs get on the board after Gausman is plunked with the bases loaded to force in a run.  Second time in 
the inning Rich Hill blasted someone.  Bottom of the 2nd inning and Rich Hill lines a single back to Kevin 
Gausman and knocks him out of the game.  Kevin starts laughing realizing the bullpen was already thin 
after the brawl in game one.  La Jolla makes it 3-0 in the 3rd with RBI singles from d’Arnaud and 
Jay.  Top of the 5th and the La Jolla takes  4-0 lead after a Presley RBI single aided by a Ozuna misplay 
putting d’Arnaud in scoring position.  Bottom of 5th inning and Neris ignores the suspension for game one 
and pitches two innings.  Actually both managers forgot about Neris with everything happening.  IP’s 



getting docked early in 2018.  Back to the game an Stanton ripped a single to plate Posey to make it 4-2 
after five innings.  Jansen enters in the 7th inning for the three inning save and a 4-1 lead with Cueto ready 
in the pen as a starter but could enter prior to a position player.  Jansen gets through the 7th and 8th but 
lead off pinch hitter Jay Bruce in the 9th starts the rally with a double.  After a Turner strikeout and his 
arm about to fall off Jansen allows a would be K become a walk and he must be removed.  Cueto or a 
player to toss?  Kevin decides Cueto who was the 6th starter and fully rested.  Matt Olson greets him with 
a single to load the bases and bring up Stanton.  Cueto allows a deep in the small confines of Camden 
Yards and Stanton delivers the game winning walk off Grand Slam in dramatic fashion.  It seemed like it 
was a full moon or something with over ten crazy plays rolled. 
 
Line of the game:  

Stanton 5-AB 1-R 2-H 5-RBI 1-HR  
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

LJ    012  010  000  4  9  0  11 

C-Bay 000  010  004  5  10 1  10 

 
Pitching 
La Jolla 
Gausman  1.2 
Neris  2.0 
Jansen  2.1 
L  Cueto  0.0 
 
Injuries: 
Gausman hit by line drive (Out for Game) (2nd) 
 
Birth: 
Jon Jay has a baby girl after the game (Out for Game 1 in week 3) 
 

C-Bay 
Hill  4.0 
Bowman  2.0 
Morrow  1.0 
Bush  1.0 
W  Neshek  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Kev, thanks for rolling over to the league office.  Enjoyed rolling and catching up.  Some wild 
games.  Commish 
 

 

Albany at Crown Heights 

 
Game One: Nola Gets “No-Love” from the Roller 
Game one looked to be a good matchup as Big Drew took the mound for the Albany Lo-Sox against 
Aaron Nola and the Crown Heights Kings. The Kings got on the board first with a Jose Pirela solo shot in 
the bottom of the 1st. Kelby Tomlinson earned his keep by swiping third putting pressure on the Lo-Sox, 
but he did not come to score due to Aaron Nola grounding into a double play. Carpenter lead off with a 



double and was GCF’d in by Chuck Nazty in the top of the 3rd to knot the game up 1-1. Nola escaped the 
twinge to lead off the 4th, but then gave up a solo bomb to LL Contreras. 2-1 Sox. The Kings put runners 
on the corners in the 4th and 8th innings, but could not convert in either circumstance. Nola then gave up a 
GCF single in the 9th bringing the score to 3-1 Lo-Sox. He finished the game allowing only those three 
runs, which would be enough in most cases. In the bottom of the 9th, the Kings put runners on second and 
third, but once again could not push a single run over the plate. It should be known that Luis Severino’s 
card came up missing during this game… He was bribed back into the dugout with a promise of many 
dingers to come. 
 
Pitching 
Albany: 
W – Pomeranz (6 IP) 
Claudio (1 IP) 
Rosenthal (.1 IP) 
Rusin (.2 IP) 
S – Iglesias (1 IP) 
  
Crown Heights: 
L – Nola (9 IP) 
  
No Injuries 
  
Game Two: It’s Never Good to Bust Quick 
After a close one, both teams readied up for the next battle. Tsunami took the mound for the Sox while 
CC started for the Kings. In the top of the 1st, Adam Duvall struck with a two-run double to give the Sox a 
2-0 edge. El Kraken got plunked in the 2nd, but nothing came of it. Story had a home run converted into a 
walk due to pitching around the batter in the 3rd. Renfroe then GCF’d in Canadian Mounted Officer Votto 
and Story to pad the lead with two more runs in the top of the 3rd. The Kings finally had enough of not 
scoring runs. Gardy slapped a three-run bomb over the right field wall and Freeman followed him up with 
a two run jack. The Kings took their first lead in the series, 5-4. Both teams went to the bullpen in the 5th 
inning. CC gave up two more runs after an Arenado bomb in the 5th inning. 6-5 Sox. Brach then served up 
a meatball to Gonzalez in the top of the 7th to pad the lead for the Sox. The Kings were in position to 
strike in the bottom of the 8th with runners on second and third, but Moncada missed the double by one 
single digit, ending the threat. Garcia preserved the lead to earn a save. 
 
Pitching 
Albany: 
Martinez (4 IP) 
Rusin (1 IP) 
W – McCarthy (2 IP) 
Rosenthal (1 IP) 
S – Garcia 
  
Crown Heights: 
L – Sabathia (4.2 IP) 
Bradley (1 IP) 
Brach (.1 IP) 
Kahnle (1 IP) 
Green (1 IP) 
Peralta (1 IP) 
 



No Injuries 
  
Thanks Michael for a fun and hard-fought series. I had a great time rolling with you and look forward to 
many more great games. Good luck the rest of the way!! 
 
 
East Bay at Mudville 

Gm 1 
Lynn vs Bridwell 
Parker Bridwell makin his ABL debut wasn't what I expected. The Grease took an early lead scoring 2 
runs in the first with a Lorenzo Cain rbi single and a Hosmer rbi double. two innings later the Grease 
score 5! runs, a rbi HBP by Merrifield, 2rbi single by Schoop and a 2rbi double from Perez. The Nine did 
not get shut out, Mr. I suck Trout hit a solo shot in the 3rd. That solo hoer did not matter because the 
Grease got that run right back by a Moustacos rbi double. In the bottom of the 4th Brandon Crawford hit a 
solo homer. In the 6th Alex Avila hit a solo homer. In the 7th the Grease scored 1 run by a rbi single from 
Elvis Presely. In the 8th Avila hit another solo homer but that was not enough as the Nine lose 9-4. 
 
Pitching 
East Bay 
W-Lynn 7.1ip 
Alexander .2ip 
Rodney 1ip 
 
Mudville 
L-Bridwell 4ip 
Hendricks 1ip 
Bleier 1ip 
Strop 1ip 
Warren 1ip 
Beisle 1ip 
 
Injuries  
Nick Williams crashes into wall out for game.  
 
Dingers  
Mr.I suck Trout, Crawford, Avila (2) 
 
Gm 2 
Snell vs Manaea 
The Nine took the first run scoring in the 2nd by a Crawford rbi double. The Nine scored 2 more in the 
3rd by a Holliday 2 rbi double. In the 5th the Nine scored 2 runs on a 2 run Dinger from Realmuto. 
Manaea looked amazing besides the 7th when the Grease scored 2 runs by 3 doubles in a row to make the 
game 5-2. George Springer hit a solo homer making it 6-2. Adam Warren cam in the 9th because Manaea 
couldn't finish the game and the Nine won game two securing the split. Yall just a heads up if you read 
this far I want my new nickname to be "splits" because that's all I do lmao. 
 
Pitching  
East Bay  
L-Snell 5ip 
Hernandez 1ip 
Soria 1ip 



Kelly 1ip 
 
Mudville  
W-Manaea 8ip 
Warren 1ip 
 
Injuries  
None  
 
Dingers  
Realmuto and My son George Springer  
 
Great series joe, I had lots of fun rolling and talking about Cali and Baseball, Good luck the rest of the 
way and stay Injury free 
 
 
Ocracoke at Orlando 

Game 21  warm clear and wind out. 
 
Rodriguez for the Beards and Corbin for the Sharks. 
Bottom of the 1st Taylor lead off single and is then picked off of first trying to get a jump. Zero's until the 
top of the 3rd, Beards get 2 runs off doubles by Hernandez and Pinder with the rbi's coming by the way of 
singles for Mauer and Chapman. 2-0. Sharks get great pitching out of Corbin with a complete game and 
12 strikeouts in his ABL debut, and the SHarks actually get on the board in the 6th with a 3 run bomb off 
the batter card, vs a lefty with a 1 hr range.... Simmons. Thats right Simmons gets the gwrbi with a 3 run 
bomb, and he now has more HR this year than he does steals. Anyhow back to business the Sharks get the 
3-2 win and go to 16-5 against the Beards franchise.  
 
PITCHING 
ORC  
Rodriguez 6ip (L) 
J.WIlson 2ip 
 
ORL  
Corbin 9ip (W) 
 
INJ  
none 
 
SB 
ORL 
Hamilton 1 
Bellinger 1 
 
CS 
Hamilton 
 
ER 
Marte in the 3rd and 4th 
 
HR 



ORL 
Simmons 1(!) 
 
Game 22 wind blowing in this time 
Lamet for the Beards and Lackey for the Sharks 
Pitchers duel as Lamet gets 10 k's in 6inning and Lackey only gives up 2 hits in 4 and 2/3. 
Sharks get on the board first a solo shot by JD MArtinez. 1-0 Orl. Bottom of the 6th Orlando looks to 
finish off Ocracoke and get another run off a Taylor double with and rbi. THe Sharks pen in lights out for 
3 1/3 innings with only 1 hit given. Top of the 9th we go Orlando up 2-0, Kintzler in for the SHarks to 
close it out, Beards explode with 4 runs on 4 hits and a 3 run blast by Vlabuena. Final here ORC 4-2. 
 
 
PITCHING 
ORC 
lament 6ip 
vizcaino 1ip 
lyons 1ip (W) 
Kimbrel 1ip (S) 
 
ORL 
Lackey 4 2/3ip 
robertson 1/3ip 
abad 1ip 
hunter 1ip 
morgan 1ip 
Kintzler 1ip (L) 
 
HR 
Martinez 1 
Valbuena 1 
 
SB 
Hamilton 1 (ORL) 
Hernandez 1 (ORC) 
 
no injuries.  
 
Thanks for rolling Duran good luck until we meet again..  
 

 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Greinke  Rest 1 game 



Wood  Rest 2 games 
Strasburg Rest 3 games  
Hill  Rest 4 games 
Darvish  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Bowman must REST in game one  
Morrow pitched in one game 
Bush pitched in one game 
Neshek pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Gray  Rest 1 game 
Godley  Rest 2 games 
Nelson  Rest 3 games 
Cobb  Rest 4 games 
Archer  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Duensing must REST in game one and game two 
Swarzak must REST in game one  
Petit must REST in game one  
Givens pitched in one game 
McGee pitched in one game 
Colome pitched in one game 
Davis pitched in one game 
 

Orlando 
Fulmer  Rest 1 game 
Ray  Rest 2 games 
Corbin  Rest 3 games 
Lackey  Rest 4 games 
Hoffman Rested 
Bullpen: 
Robertson pitched in one game 
Abad pitched in one game 
Hunter pitched in one game 
Morgan pitched in one game 
Kintzler pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Santana  Rest 1 game 
Chatwood Rest 2 games 
Sale  Rest 3 games 
Hendricks Rest 4 games 
Graveman Rested 
Bullpen: 
Edwards pitched in one game 
Hildenberger pitched in one game 
Nicasio pitched in one game 
 

Mudville 
Anderson Rest 1 game 



Bundy  Rest 2 games 
Bridwell Rest 3 games 
Manaea  Rest 4 games 
Arrieta  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Warren must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
 

Crown Heights 
Severino Rest 1 game 
Montgomery Rest 2 game 
Nola  Rest 3 games 
Sabathia Rest 4 games 
deGrom Rested 
Bullpen: 
Kahnle pitched in one game 
Bradley pitched in one game 
Brach pitched in one game 
Green pitched in one game 
Peralta pitched in one game 
 

Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 1 game 
Carrasco Rest 2 games 
Montgomery Rest 3 games 
Faria  Rest 4 games 
Lester  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Davis  Suspended 
Butcher must REST in game one  
O’Day must REST in game one  
Parker must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Tuivailala must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Price must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Healy pitched in one game 
 

Dexter 
Scherzer Rest 1 game 
Hamels  Rest 2 game 
Verlander Rest 3 games 
Pineda  Rest 4 games 
Walker  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Giles pitched in one game 
Duffey pitched in one game 
Greene pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Bumgarner Rest 1 game 
Cole  Rest 2 games 
Rodriguez Rest 3 games 
Lamet  Rest 4 games 



Tanaka  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Vizcaino pitched in one game 
Lyons pitched in one game 
Kimbrel pitched in one game 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 1 game 
Leake  Rest 2 games 
Leiter  Rest 3 games  
Gausman Rest 4 games 
Davies  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Neris  Suspended 
Jansen must REST in game one and game two 
Cishek must REST in game one and game two 
 

Albany 
Castillo  Rest 1 game 
Gray  Rest 2 games 
Pomeranz Rest 3 games 
Martinez Rest 4 games 
Cashner Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rusin must REST in game one 
Rosenthal must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
McCarthy must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Garcia pitched in one game 
 

East Bay 
Berrios  Rest 1 game 
Duffy  Rest 2 games 
Lynn  Rest 3 games 
Snell  Rest 4 games 
Chacin  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Soria pitched in one game 
Hernandez pitched in one game 
Kelly pitched in one game 
 

 



 
 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Week Three Preview!! 

 

Week one showed some home field advantage prowess, with 8 of the 12 games going in favor 

of the hometown cookin.  Week two the American Division teams invade the National and take 7 

of 12.  What does it mean?  Well for the next two weeks we are back to divisional play, and the 

home team in week one dominated, so those home teams hope that trend continues.  The 

National Division will have to wait until Week 5 to get their revenge, as they will travel to the 

American Division then.  For now, some numbers and then the previews!   

 

Three true outcome “leaders” are Mudville at 46.7%, Orlando at 45.9%, and C-Bay holding in at 

45.5%.  The three lowest go to East Bay at 27.8%, Ocracoke at 29.9%, and Tallahassee at 

31.3%.  The highest AL team is LBI at 36.4%, which stands 6th overall in the league. 

 

Series One - Mudville Nine (2 - 2) vs. Titusville Perfectos (2 - 2) - Titusville leads all time 

series 8 - 6 

 

The two most powerful teams in the league in the early going will face off for the first time in 

2018. 

 

WEEK 3 MAR 2 - MAR 11 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

25 MUDVILLE TITUSVILLE CASEY LENNY NL NIGHT

26 MUDVILLE TITUSVILLE NIGHT

27 ORLANDO CHESAPEAKE BAY BUCK COMMISH NL NIGHT

28 ORLANDO CHESAPEAKE BAY NIGHT

29 CROWN HEIGHTS TALLAHASSEE CHRIS DON JR. NL NIGHT

30 CROWN HEIGHTS TALLAHASSEE NIGHT

31 LONG BEACH OCRACOKE SKIBBY DURAN AL NIGHT

32 LONG BEACH OCRACOKE NIGHT

33 ALBANY DEXTER MICHAEL COOP AL NIGHT

34 ALBANY DEXTER NIGHT

35 EAST BAY LA JOLLA JOE KEVIN AL NIGHT

36 EAST BAY LA JOLLA NIGHT



Mudville - How’s It Going So Far? - Well, we’re two weeks in, and tied for first.  Of course, there 

are by my count five teams that can claim that distinction in the NL.  So far Mudville leads the 

way with 10 long balls.  Leading Mudville with 3 is Alex Avila, and those are the only three hits 

he has.  When 100% of your in play balls leave the yard, it’s a good time.  Mudville’s OTHER 

catcher, JT Realmuto, has 1 home run, and 1 hit on the year.  So watch out, the Mudville 

catchers are dangerous!   

 

The pitching has not been as consistent, with an ERA sliding in at 10th in the league. Still early, 

small sample size, yea yea yea.  It’s not as good as Mudville envisioned it, so until it gets better, 

I get to say something about it.  More on things I get to say stuff about later. 

 

Titusville - How’s It Going So Far? - Week One went great.  If every week went as well as week 

one, Titusville fans and management would be happy.  But then week two happened.  And I 

don’t think fans and management are happy.  Or if they are they’re better sedated than I am. 

 

Is Scooter Gennett the early unsung hero?   Probably.  4 bombs in 4 games will get some folks 

talking.  Probably one of the overlooked players early in the draft, fits into Titusville’s plan well, 

and he, along with Manny Machado, are dominating early.  Maybe they should share their 

lumber with Yas Grandal and Zack Cozart, who are a combined 2 for the season so far.   

 

The Matchup - It is no surprise that these two teams can bring the sticks.  The bigger surprise is 

that both are struggling with their pitching.  Back to that “small sample size” comment earlier: I 

don’t believe these teams will have pitching struggles all year long, but I do believe the power is 

legit and will keep showing up week after week.  Expect some long balls, and whoever can keep 

the most runners OFF the bases will take this series. 

 

Series Two - Orlando Sharks (2 - 2) vs. Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (2 - 2) - C-Bay 

leads 44 - 26 

 

This is the longest running rivalry at play this week, as the stringy Sharks head north to prey on 

some Channel Cats. 

 

Orlando - How’s It Going So Far? - Are you all sitting down?  I am.  And here’s the biggest 

shock of the week.  4 games into the season, and Buck has 4 stolen bases.  AND FIVE HOME 

RUNS?!  That’s right, the Sharks have more home runs than stolen bases.  We’ll see how it 

goes after week 3… 

 

So the first plan of Buck Ball isn’t going great, but sitting at .500 who cares, right?  They have 

the lowest ERA and runs allowed so far.  Which in the “Year of Softball Scores”, is impressive.  

Keeping the ERA down is going to be important, because despite the 5 long balls, Orlando 

currently has the lowest runs scored of any team.  Despite allowing only 13 runs so far, Orlando 

has only scored 11.  If they want to get above .500 and compete, that second number will have 

to go up much quicker than the first… 

 



C-Bay - How’s It Going So Far? - The ‘Cats may have had the craziest start to the season.  

Week one, lose a pair of very close games, which one can attribute to poor luck on their end.  

Week two, neither opposing starter makes it past the third inning.  Good luck on their end.  So 

the only games that were “normal”, were close losses, which may or may not exhibit what the 

Channel Cats are or will be in 2018. 

 

Their pitching has been a mixed bag, with Wood and Strasburg pitching well, but Hill and 

Greinke not as much.  I would imagine that will regress towards the mean.  The offense 

however, leads the league in walks, and thus OBP.  Carlos Correa looks like a man possessed 

with 3 bombs/6 RBI early on this season.  Ian Happ looks like he could be a steal.  This one 

may be worth keeping an eye on for rookie of the year. 

 

The Matchup - Well, if history repeats itself, the Channel Cats are the heavy favorites in this 

one.  Until the Sharks grow some teeth on offense, I cannot pick them against the #numberslie 

favorites coming out of the draft.  Sharks fans will be hoping for the split on the road, but if this 

was a 3 or 4 games series, I’d say the Cats are heavy favorites. 

 

Series Three - Crown Heights Kings (1 - 3) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (2 - 2) - First meeting 

all time 

 

Crown Heights heads south for the first time to face off against the Legend.  Think there will be 

some Yankees discussion for this one… 

 

Crown Heights - How’s It Going So Far? - The W/L record isn’t where the rookie manager would 

like it, but lets be honest, we can’t all be 4-0.  It’s been a learning experience thus far, the team 

has been in some close games.  The bullpen has failed him once or twice, but that happens to 

all of us once in a while.   

 

The bigger concern may be the lack of offense.  As a team right now the team is batting below 

the Mendoza line.  Sure, 6 bombs in 4 games is nice, but if no one is on base, it only helps so 

much!  Gary Sanchez still carrying the team, but first round pick Freddie Freeman better start 

hitting more than home runs (2 hits on the year, both left the park) and Aaron Judge needs to 

start tearing the cover off the ball.  It’s a similar situation as in Orlando, would be a shame to let 

the good pitching go to waste due to a lack of offense, in a year when offense should be up! 

 

Tallahassee - How’s It Going So Far? - Fresh off an epic series with LBI, the Terriers are 

probably looking forward to an divisional matchup, against a team that doesn’t seem to play 

strange games so far.   

 

So far the Terriers haven’t had much trouble getting on base.  Their issue has been pushing 

across runs.  Are we seeing a trend yet?  Some teams are struggling to score but their pitching 

staff is keeping them in the game.  The Terriers are one such team.  They got some confidence 

after the series with LBI, holding them to one run in game one, then taking them 16 innings with 

a “last man standing” situation and emergency pitchers and insanity.  If the Legend can find his 



team some sticks (call Antman, find out where that creepy shaman lady is) maybe the bats will 

wake up… 

 

The Matchup - It’s hard to predict because both teams are in similar situations.  Pitching has 

been good, offense under performing.  If one of these offenses wake up in a big way this week, 

watch the hell out for flying baseballs if you’re in the FLA area… 

 

Series Four - Long Beach Island Starfish (3 - 1) vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards (2 - 2) - LBI 

leads series 25 - 19 

 

The rival Starfish head to Ocracoke for a banner raising ceremony, with hopes to rain on the 

parade a little bit as the Blackbeards still keep trekking towards their 9 win goal for 2018. 

 

LBI - How’s It Going So Far? - Well, about as well as we could expect.  3-1 so far.  Already 

played in an instant classic.  Michael Conforto already got hurt for a few games.  So, pretty 

pleased so far. 

 

The Starfish have hit well, and Tommy Pham may be better than advertised.  So far Starfish 

fans are high on this guy.  Pitching has been pretty good, but the bullpen is pretty tired after a 

16 inning epic against the Terriers.  We’ve dipped into the FA well for this one, but we’ll be 

ready to go come game time! 

 

Ocracoke - How’s It Going So Far? - Well, they’re 2/9 towards their season win goal.  I would 

say that’s a pretty decent start considering we’re 4 games into the season.  Also, they get their 

first home cookin of 2018 and get to raise the 2018 Championship banner as they welcome the 

rival Starfish. 

 

Ocracoke is pitching well, but, you guessed it, struggling to score runs.  They have one home 

run in the early Going here, but do have the lead in doubles, which as the ‘Cats proved a few 

years back, might almost be better because you can’t take away a double.  If the Beards can 

get a few more guys hitting consistently (Mancini and Joc Jams are not doing so hot so far) 

maybe they’ll be looking a little higher than 9 wins come the all-star break… 

 

The Matchup - Personally, I like the idea of ruining the banner raising.  I’m sure Duran does not 

like that idea.  Expect something crazy to happen as two long time rivals, with history of insanity, 

face off yet again. 

 

Series Five - Albany Lo-Sox (3 - 1) vs. Dexter Twinkly Goose (3 - 1) - Albany leads series 5 

- 1 

 

Seriously, how many ways can I make fun of Dexter’s name… 

 

Albany - How’s It Going So Far? - I think quietly hitting a 3-1 record early, flying under the radar 

a little bit, I’d argue that in the early going, Albany is right where they want to be.   



 

The offense has been coming through just enough, but thus far no one is really standing out 

above the rest.  Power has been good so far.  What has carried them in the early going is their 

bullpen.  10 scoreless innings through 4 games is a pretty good way to start off.  The starting 

pitching is offering just enough buffer to bridge to the pen and so far, it’s gotten the job done.  

The offense has been just good enough, but might need to step it up against a tough Twinkly 

team. 

 

Dexter - How’s It Going So Far? - Other than getting picked on by the kids in the school yard for 

such a ridiculous name it’s going great!!  Pitching well, hitting well, not much to complain about 

in...yea. 

 

Face of the Franchise Jose Altuve is up to a lot of good again, Manny Pina and Eric Thames are 

playing their roles well, even Ryan Braun (heir apparent to Miggy Cabrera) is hitting 3 baggers 

like no one’s business.  And if my math is correct, this week will bring Coop’s favorite time back.  

What time is that?   

 

Peanut Butter Jelly Time, Peanut Butter Jelly Time… 

 

The Matchup - If Albany can keep doing what they’ve been doing the last few weeks, then they 

may be able to swing an upset.  This is the toughest opponent Albany has face so far this 

season, so we will see what they are truly made of.  Although if history rings true, they have 

owned the Dexter franchise thus far. 

 

Series Six - East Bay Grease (1 - 3) vs. La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (1 - 3) - First meeting all 

time 

 

The Classic Case of Two Teams: each have their flaws, they are opposite, but don’t wanna to 

fall too far behind the pack.  Who will prevail? 

 

East Bay - How’s It Going So Far? - Win #1 is out of the way.  The team seems to be hitting 

well, but the on base percentage needs some work.  Having more HBP than BB is usually not a 

great way to go, but since there isn’t an injury roll every time screw it, I guess. 

 

I think the pitching numbers are going to normalize over the season, and that their current 

“struggles” are due to a small sample size.  What I think is for real is this offense.  They seem to 

be able to string together hits well.  If they had a guy that could get on base regularly, that would 

go a long way to helping this team increase their run output.   

 

La Jolla - How’s It Going So Far? - I’m thinking when your relievers have more innings than your 

starters for a series, I’m going to take a stab in the dark and guess not fantastic.  It was a tough 

luck series against the ‘Cats, but they’re going to look to bounce back in a big way against the 

Grease, the newest team in the league. 

 



When Clayton Kershaw gives you 8 ⅓ innings of 3 run ball, usually that’s a game you win.  This 

year the Jugs are struggling in the power department so far, only 1 long ball in 4 games.  With 

the crazy that was last week and the starters not lasting into the game, its hard to tell what the 

JUGGERNAUT are going to be this year.  Once some guys get going and get in the hit column 

(Puig, Solarte, Shaw are combined 0 for 26) the offense should start to put a few more folks 

across the dish. 

 

The Matchup - If La Jolla’s pitching bounces back in week 3 (some changes had to be made 

due to dead arms) this will be a tough matchup for the rookie East Bay team.  He may not look 

invincible, but Clayton Kershaw is still really damn good at throwing a baseball! 

 
 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 

D)  10 
Each team used five pitchers each.  Las Vegas starter Smoltz went six plus innings as relivers Donnie 
Wall and Jim Mecir both pitcher four innings plus. Cats starter Glavine went nine plus as Yorkis Perez 
went four to get the win as Andruw Jones ripped the walk off double to plate Frank Thomas in the 20th 
inning.   
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Herrera 
Stephenson 
Hedges 
Sogard 
Delgado 
 
Tallahassee 
Castillo 

Porcello 
Petit 



Buxton 

Panik 
 

Orlando 
Scott 
Peraza 
Robertson 
Martinez 
Anderson 
 
Titusville 
De La Rosa 
Hernandez 

Estrada 
Bradley 
Hanson 
 

Mudville 
Baez 
Swanson 
Schwarber 
Wilson 

Hellickson 
 

Crown Heights 
Betances 
Devers 
Aguilar 
Foltynewicz 
Vazquez 
 
Long Beach Island 
Buchter 

Teheran 
Markakis 
Russell 
Conforto 

 
Dexter 
Cotton 
Maxwell 
Asuaje 
Quintana 
Cabrera 
 
Orcacoke 
Arcia 
Polanco 
Maeda 
Castellanos 
Newcomb 



 
La Jolla 
Neris 

Altherr 
Anderson 
Beltre 
Cueto 

 

Albany 
Syndergaard 
LeMahieu 

Barraclough 
Heyward 
Reyes 
 
East Bay 
Semien 
Junis 
Rivera 
Escobar 
Mondesi 
 
Enjoy Week 2 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 

 


