
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 2 

3/3/17 

 
BIG STORY:  Take a quick look at the standings in 2017 after four games played and there might be a 
surprise or two.  Ocracoke off to a quick 3-1 start might be a surprise, the fact Titusville, Syracuse, and 
Chesapeake Bay are a combined 9-3 is not a surprise based on the post-draft rankings.  This time last year 
T-Ville once again was off to a perfect 5-0 start to lead the National Division as Long Beach Island was 
4-1 leading the charge in the American Division.  Do quick starts matter?  They can in some cases as the 
Starfish reached the finals after a quick start but then again, the Perfectos finished 13-18 after week two 
last season.  Speaking of surprises, 2017 hasn’t been kind to Orlando in their return to ABL action who is 
still searching for a win but Mudville stands out a little with a 1-3 mark but a plus run differential of five 
runs early this spring.  A tall order but maybe some of that bad luck will change against the Hazard in 
week three action.  Through twenty games in 2017, three teams have reached double digits on the 
scoreboard.  Mudville put up the biggest number with 16 Nine across the dish in their opener in week 1 
against the Channel Cats.  Last year no team put up double digits through the first two weeks with T-Ville 
getting the closest with 9 runs against Tallahassee.  It’s clear most managers feel the offense is continuing 
to make a return to the ABL after a few pitching heavy seasons.  First time this season no D.H. will be 
used as the American Division travels to face the National Division.  As we head into week three action 
the home team is faring well early on the season with a 14-6 record, will the trend continue as the boys of 
summer have started to play some ball games?     
 
     

2017 ABL STANDINGS 
 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  3 1 -- .750 28 12 0-0 3-1 3-1 0-0 

Chesapeake Bay 3 1 1 .750 18 25 3-1 0-0 3-1 0-0 

Mudville  1 3 2 .250 24 19 0-2 1-1 1-1 0-2 

Tallahassee 1 3 2 .250 13 29 1-3 0-0 1-1 0-2 

Orlando  0 4 3 .000 10 25 0-2 0-2 0-4 0-0 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Long Beach  3 1 -- .750 27 14 1-1 2-0 3-1 0-0 

Ocracoke  3 1 -- .750 24 20 1-1 2-0 3-1 0-0 

Syracuse  3 1 -- .750 31 15 0-0 3-1 1-1 2-0 

Albany  2 2 1 .500 18 17 0-2 2-0 0-2 2-0 

La Jolla  1 3 2 .250 12 29 0-2 1-1 1-3 0-0 



 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins March 3rd 

Recap and Score Sheets due March 13th 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

OC  5  LJ  2 

LJ  9  OC  6  10 Inn. 

SYR  9  LBI  1 

LBI  8  SYR  4 

CB  7  ORL  5 

CB  1  ORL  0  12 Inn. 

TA  4  TV  3  10 Inn. 

TV  8  TA  3 

ALB  2  MUD  1 

ALB  7  MUD  3 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 
National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Syracuse  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Orcacoke  15 
Chesapeake Bay 15 
La Jolla   15 
Albany   15 
Orlando  15 
 

 



 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  What happens if runners are on 1
st

 and 3
rd

 and RG+ is rolled?  Can the manager not try for the DP to 

prevent the runner from scoring from 3
rd

?   

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  This is covered in the Diamond Chart (Supplemental Playing Rules).  The manager has 

the option to go for the DP or just take the RG to keep the runner scoring from 3
rd

(If infield in).  

 
 

 
 

DEADLINES: 

A reminder to all managers that the deadlines are firm for sheets, recaps, etc.   If you need an extension, 
then request one.  The listed site managers are responsible for the recap and scoresheets per the rulebook.        
the recaps interesting to read.  Managers must use this vital information to play games and avoid 
mistakes.   
 
 

 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 
The Syracuse Hazard made their final draft selection in the 6th round of the 2017 ABL Draft.  Which team 
was the last team to stop drafting before the 6th round in ABL history?   
   

A) Chesapeake Bay (2011)  



B) Chicago (2005) 
C) Asbury (2005) 
D) Vestal (2004) 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 

 

 
 
SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Skibby’s Spotlight - Week 3 - One day I’ll have a sweet ride! 

 

Spring training is here, and that can only mean one thing:  Yo is bringing some sweet ass rides 

to the ballpark!  One day, I’ll have a sweet ride like Yo.  Until then, I’ll just lay low with what I 

gots.  MLB Spring training games have started, and lots of guys are “in the best shape of their 

lives.”  I think it’s a joke.  It’s has to be, right?  Hundreds have moved to Florida and/or Arizona, 

and games have been played.  Even Tim Tebow is there!  And he brought a bat!  That’s right 

folks, it’s all about the Tebow watch in NY.  Maybe we’ll get him in Binghamton and we can 

have a Tebow bobblehead night! 

 

Enough nonsense about Tebow.  I’d rather write about my hard on for Puerto Rican shortstops.   

 

So this week we do up the National Division rookie class, and we’ll talk about some other things.  

Because that’s what we do on the spotlight! 

 

MLB News and Notes 

● Matt “Ask me About My” Wieters has finally signed a deal, a 2 year pact with opt 

out with the Nationals.  He can practice yet because a gash on his wrist is still healing.  

I’d make the suicide joke, but apparently this happened months before his signing in DC.  

I don’t know what kind of impact he’ll have, but I would imagine he won’t put up the 

numbers Ramos did last year.  And that is perfectly okay with me! 

● Why are the Mets pitchers growing perv moustaches?  It reminds me of a Big D 

and the Kids Table song called Dirt Lip.  Here’s the last verse:  “well i always wonder if 

they see it at all if they comb or groom it or just think it's bald, cause the hair on your lip 

is like the hair on my arm it's like the hair on a mole, so don't act so alarmed dirt lips 

taken all size and shape they can start at 9 and cover any age burn it, bleach it, nair it or 

just masking tape, just get rid of it all it's not too late” 



● Jon Morosi wrote about Baez and Lindor manning the middle infield for Puerto 

Rico in the WBC.  He did it without referencing his naughty bits.  I feel that makes the 

article lacking.  Jason Parks couldn’t do it!!   

● Tim Tebow hit 9 BATTING PRACTICE home runs.  #whocares  Let's talk about 

some real prospects, like Amed Rosario, who might get some time with the big club this 

year….because of what’s next. 

● The Mets have already sent David Wright back to NY with a shoulder 

impingement.  Not a devastating injury on it’s own, but with missing 125 games last year, 

and 124 the one before that, it certainly does not push towards having Mets fans being 

optimistic about the prospects of him having as large an impact as we’d certainly like.  

Maybe Rosario takes short and Cabrera slides in at 3rd?  I certainly don’t have the 

answers for this.  As a David Wright fan, I want him to get better and contribute.  As a 

Mets fan, if he can’t contribute, I want to see them push forward with someone that can 

consistently play the position.   

● Josh Hamilton just underwent surgery again.  Seems like this happens every 

year.  I bet Rangers fans are feeling the same way about him that I am about Wright. 

● Max Scherzer may miss some time with a finger issue on his throwing hand.  It 

has been slow to heal, as he hurt the finger late last season.  Will the injury affect his 

velocity or his breaking pitches?  There are some in the league who think it might.  

Which will concern the Channel Cats, but overjoy NL East fans everywhere.  Except in 

DC, and that’s fine.  No one in DC is happy right now anyways.   

● The Rays beat the Twins 19-0 today.  Are the Rays going to be an offensive 

powerhouse?!  Probably, if they could play 162 against the Twins pitching staff… 

● The Reds are the only team that hasn’t won a game yet this spring, and Anthony 

DeSclafani just got shut down with a sore elbow.  Not a good season to be a Reds fan.  

Hopefully the summer trip to Cincy will give us some prime cheap seats! 

● Bryce Harper crushed a big home run.  Nats fans (And the Lenmaster) have to 

be hoping for a bounce back of epic proportions from Mr. Harper.  Or maybe for 

someone in that lineup to give him some protection so they think about actually throwing 

some pitches to him.  It was great for Murph though! 

● Is this the year the Astros put it all together and make a run at the AL West title?  

The division doesn’t look very strong, as is prime for the taking.  I don’t see the Angels 

being competitive, the Mariners have been making more moves than the Channel Cats, 

and the A’s, well, they’re the A’s.  The Rangers look to be tough again, and a full year of 

Darvish will help them greatly.  Did they fix their bullpen?  Do they have a closer?  I don’t 

even know. 

 

National Division Rookies - As promised, this week is the preview for the rookies of the 

National Division.  These will go in order as they appeared when you got your cards, starting 

with the defending champ Channel Cats! 

 

Chesapeake Bay - It looks like Jorge Polanco is the only eligible rookie on the Channel Cats 

roster.  Judging that I believe he just got sent to the taxi squad, I don’t believe Mr. Polanco is 

intended for much more than a depth/bench role in 2017. 



 

Tallahassee - Derek Law and Hunter Cervenka both qualify as rookies this year, and at least 

one if not both will play large roles in the Terriers bullpen this year.  I’d expect Law to get the 

most attention, based on symbols and “stuff”.  Marcus “I prefer” Semien will get some time at 

the shortstop position this year, particularly against southpaws.  I do not know if this is enough 

to get Rookie of the Year attention, but he’s got a lot of pop on that side of his card. 

 

Orlando - Finally some impact rookies.  Only 4/5ths of the Orlando rotation are on their first 

season in the ABL.  2016 MLB Rookie of the year Michael Fulmer leads the way, followed by 

Aaron Nola and southpaws Robbie Ray and Carlos Rodon.  Fulmer may have the best 

numbers, but the other three all sport K/9 numbers over 9.0, and big strikeouts are sexy.  Not to 

be confused with strikeouts from BigSexy.  Nothing gets better than that.  First round pick Jose 

Peraza looks good, and he’ll be getting those counting stats early if he can get on base in SBs 

and runs scored.  It will be a challenge to slow him down and his positional flexibility means he 

can play a lot of different spots for the Sharks.  Andrelton Simmons plays some elite defense 

and can play that Buck Ball, but not sure he’ll put up the sexy stats voters want to see when 

voting for Rookie of the Year.  Hernan Perez adds some speed from the bench, and Jefry Marte 

adds some pop, but I do not know if they will see enough time to push come awards time. 

 

Titusville - Kevin Kiermaier looks like an intriguing candidate for the Perfectos, as he’ll roam 

some huge range in center with a cannon on his throwing arm.  Going to be hard to take the 

extra base against this dude.  Add in that he’s a left handed bat with some pop (and he plays for 

the Perfectos, who woulda thunk it?) and he could be a dark horse candidate for the Rookie of 

the Year honors.  Another interesting Perfecto is reliever Tyler Thornburg.  He’s got the (lack of) 

numbers to be successful, and can strike dudes out at a high rate.  Will he make enough of an 

impact to get voters to notice him because some of the bats?  Well, if he’s going to get innings 

in bunches, it’s going to be in Titusville… 

 

Mudville - Will Tommy Joseph or Jake Smolinski get enough at bats to get into the running?  

Both have decent platoon cards with power, but how will they fare as the season goes on?  

Smolinski gets the strong side of the platoon, so will likely get more chances, but there are 

seemingly more lefties kicking around these days.  More on that later.  Also, Sean Manaea 

brings some rookie status to the game, but how much he will impact the Nine’s rotation this year 

may remain to be seen.  Definitely a potential impact arm in the future, but Oakland pitchers 

have been known to break hearts (see Gray, Sonny; Zito, Barry; Haren, Dan.  I could go on, you 

get the point).   

 

Now all the rookies have been covered.  Or I think.  If I missed someone and you want me to 

write about them, let me know.  And I will write about them.  I will write the hell about them! 

 

Stats Are In - Stats are in and everyone should check them out.  Make sure their team is right, 

and look at some of the ridiculous numbers being put up through 40 games so far this year.  

Again, thank you to the Legend for taking time out and getting us the stat files for our reading 

enjoyment. 



 

Signing Off - That’s all for this week.  It’s been a hectic one here at the spotlight, but we’ll be 

back in full force next week, as I write about….something?  Spring training and WBC?  Sounds 

great!  Have a great week everyone! 

 

 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
4. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
5. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

2/15 FREE AGENT:  Orlando picked up Derek Holland(SP), Logan Morrison(1B) and dropped Nick 
Castellanos(3B), Jose Iglesias(SS). 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Orlando sent down Derek Holland, Cameron Maybin. 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Jorge Polanco and called up Melky Cabrera. 



 
2/18 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down Tyler Anderson, A.J. Ramos and called up Tyler Chatwood, 
Jon Gray. 
 
2/26 TRADE:  To Orlando:  Matt Adams. 

To Chesapeake Bay:  Justin Upton. 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Orlando sent down Hernan Perez, Matt Adams and called up Dustin Pedroia, 
Cameron Maybin. 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down David Phelps, Robbie Ross, Melky Cabrera, Justin 
Upton and called up Taylor Rogers, Santiago Casilla, Adam Eaton. 
 
3/1 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down Daniel Descalso and called up A.J. Ramos. 
 
3/2 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Domingo Santana and called up Miguel Gonzalez. 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down A.J. Ramos and called up Tyler Anderson. 
 
 

 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 
C. Beltran  LJ  2  GM-30   3 
 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Tallahassee at Titusville 

Game One 
Tallahassee 4 Titusville 3 (10 innings) 
The Sunshine State Showdown kicked off in Titusville, with the number-three starters facing a couple of 
powerful lineups. The Tallahassee manager suffered a power outage prior to the showdown, due to the 
stormy weather in Twentynine Palms, and there was another outage in game one, as the power-packed 
lineups failed to knock a single ball out of the park. In fact, there was only one extra-base hit in the entire 
game! Knuckleballing comedian Steven Wright pitched OK for the Perfectos, but the Terriers touched 



him for three runs in the second. Two walks and a single loaded the bases for Chooch Ruiz, who GCFed 
in a pair. Ms. Jean Segura singled in a third. Dead-man-pitching Jose Fernandez held the Perfectos back 
until the fifth, when Bryce Harper doubled in a pair, including Zorilla, who zoomed around from first to 
score and leave Titusville within a run. Both managers were waiting for a big blast from one side or 
another, but it never came. The Tally manager reluctantly sent in Alex Colome to save the game in the 
bottom of the ninth. Longoria doubled with one out, and Encarnacion came through with a single to send 
the game to extras. Longo gave it back in the top of the tenth, when the 18-error third baseman booted a 
grounder and allowed the go-ahead run to reach base. Khris Davis advanced to second on a Will Harris 
wild pitch, and then with two outs, Jedd Gyorko singled to give the Terriers a 4-3 lead. Colome stayed in 
the game and set down the Perfectos 1-2-3 to earn a win to go with his blown save. 
 
                    R  H  E LOB 
TAL 030 000 000 1   4  6  0  8 
TV  000 020 001 0   3  7  1  6 
  

TV PITCHING 
Wright 5 

Gregerson 2 
Kontos 1 
Lorenzen 1 
Harris 1 (LOSS) 
 
TAL PITCHING 
Fernandez 6.2 
Diekman 0.1 
Law 1 
Colome 2 (WIN) 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
Game Two 
Titusville 8 Tallahassee 3 
The power was restored in game two. All but one of the eleven runs on both sides were registered by the 
long ball. Titusville struck an early blow in the bottom of the first against King Felix. After the first two 
batters struck out, the Perfectos managed to bat around, scoring four on Cespedes’ grand slam off the 
Deep! chart. A pair of two-run bombs followed: a Deep! from Encarnacion in the third and a pinch-hit 
homer from Adam Rosales in the seventh. That was all the Perfectos needed, but they would have had 
more if they had not left the bases loaded twice. Hisashi Iwakuma pitched well for T-Ville. He gave up a 
run in the opening frame and a two-run tater to Gyorko in the seventh, but he struck out twelve and 
walked none in seven solid innings. 
 
                  R  H  E LOB 
TAL 100 000 200   3  8  1  4 
TV  402 000 20x   8 11  0  9 
  

TV PITCHING 
Iwakuma 7 (WIN) 
Harris 1 
Thornburg 1 
 
TAL PITCHING 



Hernandez 6 (LOSS) 
Baez 1 
Torres 1 
 
INJURIES: none 
 
Great to chat with you as always, Don. Watch out for those floods. See you Week 10. 
 

 

Mudville at Albany 

Game One 
Albany 2 Mudville 1   
The Nine made their first visit to Albany with Colby Lewis facing off against John Gray. Both pitchers 
twirled gems, scattering hits and getting clutch outs. The Lo-Sox got on the board in the first on a 
Blackmon solo clout. Mudville answered in the 3rd when Kipnis singled, stole second and came home on 
Villar's unsuccessful Deep! attempt. Lewis loaded the bases in the bottom of the 3rd, setting up the Lo-
Sox murder's row of Blackmon, Votto, and Carpenter, but Colby reached back and - K-K-K, end of rally! 
The duel went to the bottom of the ninth when Lewis surrendered a 1-out double to Cargo. Strickland 
came in, retired Contreras and faced Captain Jheri-Curl, Brandon Crawford. The roller gods graced Jheri 
with a 100-ish roll and the gcf parade marched Carlos home with the first EVAH Lo-Sox victory.  
 
Line of the game:  
CRAWFORD 4-0-2-1 GWRBI 
 
                                     R   H   E 
MUD   001 000 000      1    7   0 
ALB    100 000 001      2    9   1 
 
MUD Pitching 
C Lewis 8.1 (L) 
Strickland 0.1 
 
ALB Pitching 
Gray 7 
Bedrosian 1 
Barraclough 1 (W) 
 
INJURIES 
None 
 
Game Two 
Albany 7 Mudville 3 
The Nine wasted no time taking charge in game 2. Justin Bour dispatched a Tyler Chatwood fastball into 
the nether-regions with Kipnis aboard to make it 2-0 Mudville in the first. The roller gods were angry for 
some reason and exacted revenge on the Nine in the bottom of the second. A 100 roll delivered a E2 from 
Bour with two aboard and then back-to-back Park Effects rolls netted a gcf 1B from Crawford (2 RBIs) 
and a one-base error on Trout. So, how does a CF make a 1-base error with two outs? Oh well, 3-2 Short 
Hose after two. The Sox busted it open in the 4th with three doubles, a single and a walk, 7-2 after 4. The 
Nine chipped away at the lead in the 6th with a solo tally thanks to Smolinski's single with "I suck" 
aboard. Chatwood gave way to Reyes in the 9th and Alex retired the side. He later complained of a 
twinge in his elbow : ( 



 
Line of the game:   
CHATWOOD  8-IP 8-H 3-ER 1-BB 9-K 
 
                                        R   H   E 
MUD    200 001 000        3    8   2 
ALB     030 040 000        7  10   0 
 
MUD Pitching 
Guerra 5.1 (L) 
Duke 0.2 
Blanton 1 
Hendriks 1 
 
ALB Pitching 
Chatwood 8 (W) 
Reyes 1 
 
INJURIES 
Dietrich (diving for fly ball, out rest of game) 
 

 

Chesapeake Bay at Orlando 
The Cats invade the Shark Tank here in Orlando, the Sharks may not look intimidating, but they will be 
scrappy and frustrating to both Buck and the opposing team all year.  

Game 15 Lester Vs Fulmer An Instant Classic 

Cbay jumps right ont he Sharks as Fowler is hit with the first pitch in the game. Correa gets the rbi. 
Kinsler hits an even HR and then goes deep in the same at bat, but the R symbol neutralizes him,  1-0 
after 1. Orlando plays some small ball, which is there style, Beltre cores on a double by Calhoun and 
Calhoun scores on the gcf by Fulmer. Sharks 2-1 after 2. A lead again.. can the Sharks hold. Fowler 
plunked again in the 3rd (wonder why Fulmer dislikes him so much)Correa gets a double with rbi and we 
are tied at 2. But then Correa makes a fielding error and the Sharks end up with a run off that 3-2 after 3. 
Fulmer gets roughed up (as did Verlander in out first game) inthe 4th as the Cats score 4 runs to take the 
lead for good. No hr's but with 2 outs, a LuCroy double, a Bruce BB, Lester hbp, Fowler brings home one 
and the bleeding continues until the 9th batter of the inning gets out. 6-3 Cats. The teams trade solo 
bombs in the 8th Lucroy for the Cats and Beltre for the Sharks to make this one a final of 7-5.  

Pitching  
Lester 7ip (W) 
Bush 2ip (S?) 

Sharks 
Fulmer 7ip (L) 
Logan 2ip 

HR 
CB 
LuCroy 
ORL 



Beltre 

SB 
Hamilton 1 (3) 
Peraza 1 (2) 

HBP 
Fowler 2 (Fulmer) 
Lester (Fulmer) 

WP  
Lester 

ERROR 
Correa 3rd, Lucroy 3rd 
 

Game 16... you like pitching and more pitching and then some pitching. We got your back 

Greinke vs Nola 

only 8 hits total in 12 innings. Peraza gets caught stealing as Buck was trying to make something happen 
in the 4th. Back on forth with pitching and position changes. Fowler HBP int he 11 and is out for the 
game with no on left to play cf Scherzer says, let me play out there and so Commish sends Scherzer to Cf. 
Strasburg PH in the 12th. This is how we rolled, literally. Top of the 12th May in to pitch for Oralndo 
gives a solo shot to the former Shark Giancarlo (Mike) Stanton. The Sharks go down 1,2,3 in the bottom 
of the 12th the save to Phelps, the win to Bush. Cbay wins the 12 inning classic 1-0. Scrappy, did I 
mention scrappy ????  

Pithcing 
CBAY 
Greinke 7ip 
Reed 1ip  
Tazawa 0ip (bite his nail, never threw a pitch out for game) Nerves.... 
Bush 2ip  (W) 
Phelps 1ip (S) 

ORL 
Nola 8ip 
Ryan 2ip 
Wilson 1ip 
May (L) 1ip 
 
LuCroy ejected for arguing a call, replay was correct, but LuCroy decided to argue anyways. this 
happened in the 2nd inning.  

CS 
Hamilton (LuCroy) 1st, Peraza (Voght) 9th with 2 outs.  

SB 
Peraza 1 (3) 



Saladino 1 (pr in the 9th) 

Great series Commish. Good luck until we meet again.  
 

 

Ocracoke at La Jolla 
Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of the faithful. It is the first home 
series for La Jolla. The Blackbeards come sailing in after a sweep of Albany. Juggernaut was looking for 
their first win.  
 

Game #1 
Hill and Maeda matchup in game 1.  Orcacoke would welcome Hill to the ABL by scoring a run in the 
first. Posey did the honors with a 2 out rbi single that scored Hernandez. Hill would settle down from 
there but had difficulty keeping runners off of the base paths. The home town team would break through 
against Maeda in the bottom of the 4th. Puig got a 2 out double off of an outfield range that scores Abreu 
from 1st. The Blackbeards would not let the ties stand for long. Martinez lleads off with a single Springer 
gets plunked with one out. Posey again provides an RBI single and the visitors now have a 2-1 lead. La 
Jolla scraps for a run in the bottome of the 7th. The game tying RBI coming off of reliever Iglesias. Solarte 
does the damage with an RBI single that scores Span. Again the Blackbeards would not let the tie stand 
and scored 2 rund off of Quackenbush. One of them was unearned as Bogaerts did his best Steve Sax 
impression and through a routine grounder into the stands. Miller singled to plate Kendrik and Schimpf. 
Orcacoke now leads 4 to 2. Uehara handles La Jolla in the 8th. The Blackbeards add an insurance run the 
9th off Cabrera's double the brought Posey home. Kimbrel makes quick work of Juggernaut in the 9th by 
striking out the side. Ocracoke wins 5 to 2. 
 
                                                            R   H   E  LOB 

Blackbeards        1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 1     5    10  2     14 

Juggernaut          0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0     2    8    1     10 
 
 
Pitching 
Blackbeards 
Maeda 6.1  
W Igelsias .2 
Uehara 1 
Kimbrel 1 
 
Injuries 
None 
 
Pitching 
La Jolla 
L Hill 5.2 
Neris 1.1 
Quackenbush 1 
Rodriguez 1 
 
Injuries 
None 
 
Game #2 



Odorizzi on the bump for the Blackbeards. Shoemaker makes his first appearance for La Jolla. Bottom of 
the 1st and La Jolla would score more runs than they have in the previous 3 games combined. Gordon and 
Bogearts were on when Solarte goes yard. Gattis would double and Beltran would bring him home.   4 to 
0. As in the previous game Orcacoke wopuld immedieatly strike back. Martinez would hit a two run 
nomb with Trumbo on base. Hernadez would bring Cabrera home with a two out double. 4-3 La Jolla. 
Odorizzi would hold La Jolla at bay for the next 6 innings. Meanwhile the Blackbeards would first tie the 
game with a Cabrera solo shot in the top of the 4th. Then Springer would break the tie with his own solo 
shot. Pederson would get an RBI single that scores Schimpf. Orcacoke now has a 6 to 4 lead.  In the 6th 
inning Beltran would hit his head diving for a Posey offering that turned into a double and Beltran being 
injured for 2 games. Bottom of the 8th and Dull is pitching for the visitors. Gattis greets him with solo 
shot. It is all the home team could get. It is now 6 to 5 Orcacoke. Blevins deal two scoreless innings for 
La Jolla. Bottom of the 9th and Kimbrel is in to seal the deal. Puig walks, Span strikesout, Gordon singles, 
Bogaerts hit a game tying single, Solarte and Gattis go down looking for their troubles. Oh is in for the 
home team. In the top of the 9th he hamdled the Blackbeards and does so again the 10th. Cedeno is now 
pitching for the Blackbeards. Pujols walks, Jay, who is in for Beltran singles, Abreu and Puig strikeout, 
Kemp pinch hits for Span and hits a 3 run walk off home run. La Jolla gets its first win 9 to 6. 
Interestingly enough, last time La Jolla beat Orcacoke it was in extra innings and Kemp provided the 
heroics then as well.   
 
                                                                  R   H   E  LOB 

Blackbeards       0 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0      6   12    0     8 

Juggernaut         4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3      9   14    0     8 
 
Pitching 
Blackbeards 
Odorizzi 7  
Dull 1 
Kimbrel 1 
L Cedeno .2 
 
Injuries 
None 
 
Pitching 
La Jolla 
Shoemaker 6 
Blevins 2 
W Oh 2 
 
Injuries 
Beltran 2 games 
 
Thanks for the games Duran. Good luck the rest of the season.  
 
 
Long Beach Island at Syracuse 

LBI NOSTALGIA FOR NOLASCO SHORT LIVED 
A former Ace of the Long Beach Island, Ricky Nolasco, made his return to the Starfish rotation 
on Monday night.  It was not a joyous reunion for the starting pitcher with his old team as he 
went 7 innings surrendering 16 hits and 9 runs including 5 runs in the first inning and 2 solo 
home runs late.  Meanwhile, for the Hazard, Cole Hamels would be making his way back after 



the Syracuse fire sale last year.  Hamels would return to "Cole Train" form going the complete 
game and only allowing one run on a first inning solo shot to Kris Bryant.  The Cuse offense was 
highlighted by a 2-run triple off the deep chart for Miggy and Corey Seager's first HR of the 
year.  The final score:  Cuse 9 LBI 1. 
 
PIT 
LBI 
Nolasco - 7 IP - L - 16H - 9R - 9ER - 1BB - 2K - 2HR 
De La Rosa - 1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 1BB - 2K - 0HR 
 
CUSE 
Hamels - 9 IP - CG - W - 7H - 1R - 1ER - 1BB - 6K - 1HR 
 
HR 
LBI 
Bryant 
CUSE 
Yelich 
Co. Seager 
 
SB 
LBI 
Baez 
 
CUSE 
Altuve 
 
ERROR 
LBI 
Nolasco 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
INJ 
LBI 
none 
 
CUSE 
Braun - HBP - Out for Game 
 
 
STARFISH HAND HAZARD FIRST LOSS OF SEASON WITH BIG 4th INNING 
After giving up 2 runs in the first inning, one of which came off a Eugenio (Ay-yoo-hee-no) 
Suarez solo shot, Cuse would recover and put up a 3 spot in the third on a trio of doubles and a 
couple of base hits.  Then the 4th inning happened.  6 runs on 4 hits, 2 walks and a 
HBP.  Highlighted by 2 HRs a solo shot from Grossman (not Rex) and a GRAND SLAM from 
Kris Bryant (4 home runs in 4 games, BY THE WAY, someone is playing like they thought they 
got robbed of some hardware last year...).  Both the Hazard and the Starfish would go to their 
bullpens for the last third of the game, with the Syracuse bullpen giving up no runs on 2 hits and 
the Long Beach Island bullpen matching that number.  Both teams would get their first look at 



the closers with no games being close enough to create save situations.  Final score LBI 8 
CUSE 4 
 
PIT 
LBI 
Davies - W - 6.1 IP - 10H - 4R - 4ER - 1BB - 4K - 0HR 
Boshers - 1 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
Ziegler - 1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 0K - 0HR 
Familia - 0.2 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 1BB - 1K - 0HR 
 
CUSE 
Pomeranz - 5.1 IP - L - 9H - 8R - 8ER - 5BB - 9K - 3HR 
Bowman - 1 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
Strop - 1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 1K - 0HR 
Hand - 1.1 IP - 1H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB - 0K - 0HR 
Kintzler - 0.1 IP - 0H - 0R - 0ER - 0BB 1K - 0HR 
 
HR 
LBI 
Suarez 
Bryant 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
SB 
LBI 
none 
 
CUSE 
Ichiro 
 
ERRORS 
LBI 
none 
 
CUSE 
Ky. Seager 
 
INJURIES 
LBI 
Ian Desmond and Mookie Betts collide going for fly ball in the 3rd, Desmond out for game 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
Good games Skib, we'll see you in the second half. 
 

 



 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Scherzer Rest 1 game 
Strasburg Rest 2 games  
Lester  Rest 3 games 
Greinke  Rest 4 games 
deGrom Rested 
Bullpen: 
Bush must REST in game one  
Chapman must REST in game one  
Reed pitched in one game 
Tazawa pitched in one game 
Phelps pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Porcello Rest 1 game 
Bumgarner Rest 2 games 
J. Fernandez Rest 3 games 
F. Hernandez Rest 4 games 
Straily  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Torres pitched in one game 
Baez pitched in one game 
 

Orlando 
Verlander Rest 1 game 
Ray  Rest 2 games 
Fulmer  Rest 3 games 
Nola  Rest 4 games 
Rodon  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Ryan must REST in game one  
A. Wilson pitched in one game 
May pitched in one game 
 
Titusville 
Hendricks Rest 1 game 
Sale  Rest 2 games 
Wright  Rest 3 games 
Iwakuma Rest 4 games 
Gonzalez Rested  
Bullpen: 
Harris must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 



Thornburg pitched in one game 
 

Mudville 
Arrieta  Rest 1 game 
Estrada  Rest 2 games 
Lewis  Rest 3 games 
Guerra  Rest 4 games 
Bauer  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Duke pitched in one game 
Blanton pitched in one game 
Hendriks pitched in one game 
 
Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 1 game 
Carrasco Rest 2 games 
Nolasco Rest 3 games 
Davies  Rest 4 games 
Price  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Ziegler pitched in one game 
Familia pitched in one game 
Boshers pitched in one game 
 

Syracuse 
Quintana Rest 1 game 
Eickhoff Rest 2 games 
Hamels  Rest 3 games 
Pomeranz Rest 4 games 
Walker  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Hand must REST in game one  
Bowman pitched in one game 
Strop pitched in one game 
Kintzler pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Darvish  Rest 1 game 
Samardzija Rest 2 games 
Maeda  Rest 3 games 
Odorizzi Rest 4 games 
Andriese Rested 
Bullpen: 
Kimbrel must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Dull pitched in one game 
Cedeno pitched in one game 
 
La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 1 game 
Cueto  Rest 2 games 
Hill  Rest 3 games  



Shoemaker Rest 4 games 
Hellickson Rested 
Bullpen: 
Oh must REST in game one  
Blevins must REST in game one  
 
Albany 
Syndergaard Rest 1 game 
Martinez Rest 2 games 
Gray  Rest 3 games 
Chatwood Rest 4 games 
Anderson Rested 
Colon  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Reyes pitched in one game 
 
 

 
 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Series Previews - Week 3 

 

Week two action saw some craziness, as two teams allowed ZERO runs for over 22 innings of 

play.  Don’t think there will be a whole lof of that going forward this year.  As this week’s stat file 

showed us, there are some high powered offenses out there.  This week will turn the rotations 

over for the first time; how will the #5 starters fair as they get their first game action of the new 

season?  Get the bullpens up and ready, it could get nutty this week! 

 

WEEK 3 MAR 3 - MAR 12 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

21 SYRACUSE MUDVILLE COOP CASEY NL NIGHT

22 SYRACUSE MUDVILLE NIGHT

23 ALBANY CHESAPEAKE BAY MICHAEL COMMISH NL NIGHT

24 ALBANY CHESAPEAKE BAY NIGHT

25 OCRACOKE TITUSVILLE DURAN LENNY NL NIGHT

26 OCRACOKE TITUSVILLE NIGHT

27 LONG BEACH ORLANDO SKIBBY BUCK NL NIGHT

28 LONG BEACH ORLANDO NIGHT

29 LA JOLLA TALLAHASSEE KEVIN DON JR. NL NIGHT

30 LA JOLLA TALLAHASSEE NIGHT



Apparently Florida is the place to be, as 3 of 5 series will happen in the home parks of the FLA 

teams.  An interesting dynamic as we move forward with the ABL schedule. 

 

Series 1 - Syracuse Dick Hitters (3-1) vs. Mudville Nine (1-3) 

 

Syracuse just lost for the first time, while despite the Nine hitting well, are on a three game down 

streak.  Might be hard to make a push against the Dick Hitters. 

 

Syracuse comes in with the #1 offense in the league.  How about hitting .372 through 4 games?  

That’s just irresponsible!  Not even Ricky Nolasco could slow him down!  That’s a joke on many 

levels.  There are currently 5 starters with batting averages over .400, and two over .500.  The 

other Seager and Yelich are leading the way, and the home runs have been spread out 

amongst the team (8 total, only Yelich with 2) so it’s a deep and dangerous lineup.  So far the 

pitching has been almost as good as the offense, as they’re #2 in ERA, and only Pomeranz has 

struggled on the bump so far.  Will this continue with the #5 starter?  There may be some 

interesting bullpen matchups as Taijuan Walker makes his first start in an NL park.  Can the 

Dick Hitters continue to crush everything in sight?   

 

Mudville might be the bad luck team of 2017 so far.  They’re averaging 6 runs per game, with an 

ERA of 4.15, and they’re 1-3.  This leads me to believe that Mudville is at least slightly better 

than their record shows.  Josh Reddick and Justin Bour have powered the offense, with 2 

bombs a piece.  If they’re going to keep up with the Dick Hitters, they will have to either crush 

some balls, or keep the Hazard from doing it.  One may be easier than the other.  The Mudville 

bullpen has been really good so far, with only Rondon serving up any runs.  Their bullpen may 

be the key for them hanging in with the Dick Hitters if they can keep that offense off balance, or 

hold their breath a lot and hope for the best! 

 

Syracuse certainly looks the part of the early favorites, will Mudville be able to slow the Dick 

Hitters Dick Hitting down enough to pick up a win or two against the Cuse. 

 

Series 2 - Albany Lo-Sox (2-2) vs. Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (3-1) 

 

Albany comes in hot as the Cats just swept the Sharks and won a close extra inning game.  Can 

the Lo-Sox take advantage of a potentially tired Channel Cats squad?   

 

Albany comes into the series with Joey Votto doing his best MVP impression so far, much to the 

delight of Joey Votto fans.  Matt Carpenter is doing his best LVP impression so far, much to the 

frustration of Lo-Sox fans everywhere.  One hit in 4 games ain’t gonna cut it pal!  Getting 

Carpenter some extra reps in the sun might help maybe?  He will be one of the keys to 

competing, so Mr. Saaf will have to do some coaching to get Matty Crapenter going.  Thor will 

have to do a better job keeping the ball in the ballpark against the Channel Cats, as the Cats 

can bring some thunder of their own.  Not Norse God thunder, but their bats are fairly mighty.   

 



The Channel Cats have the opposite problem as Mudville, as they average scoring 4.5 runs per, 

Cano and Carlos Correa going to provide the best offense of any up the middle combo in the 

league?  In the early going, the answer is decidedly “YES!” as they are both hitting over .400 so 

far.  The Cats have been in a real tight games already, and the bullpen held out well.  Despite 

the strength of their starting pitching on paper, the starters have struggled a bit.  Look for Max 

Scherzer to come out with a large chip on his shoulder and try to redeem himself against the Lo-

Sox.   

 

Statistically this could be a fairly even matchup, with the teams play to their stats, or continue to 

trend upward? 

 

Series 3 - Ocracoke Blackbeards (3-1) vs. Titusville Perfectos (3-1) 

 

Ocracoke rolls into Titusville, and so far have out-Perfecto’d the Perfectos.  More on that shortly. 

 

Ocracoke comes into the series leading the league in long balls with 10.  So far in the early 

going to decision to avoid pitching and load up on bats is working.  At least in the home run 

department.  They’re currently 5th in runs scored with 24 runs, and are averaging 2.4 runs 

scored per home run.  Titusville is averaging 3+ runs per home run.  The Blackbeards may need 

to get some more “clutch” home runs as they face off against one of the top teams in the 

league.  The other challenge will be bullpen management this week as Matt Andreise doesn’t 

have a stud stamina.  If it’s hot in the FLA keeping him in the game may be difficult.  Can it get 

hot in March?  Guess we’ll find out!  Cesar Hernandez looks like a key pickup for the 

Blackbeards as he’s pacing the team in batting average, and has “hit for the cycle” over the 

young season so far.  6 of his 8 hits have gone for extra bases.  Blackbeard fans are excited to 

have this young player on their side. 

 

Titusville currently leads the league in ERA, and have gotten back to utilizing the bullpen the 

way they’d like.  Will Harris already has more innings pitched that Ricky Nolasco deserved in his 

first outing, and has pitched better too!  Their starting pitching has more than hung in the 

games, so if the ‘pen needs a break, there would certainly be opportunity to do so.  Chris Sale 

was downright filthy in his first start, striking out 12 and only allowing 5 base runners to reach.  

Pretty studly if you ask me.  Jett Bandy and Domingo Santana already have home runs, so the 

Perfectos are well on their way to getting everyone involved again.  It will happen soon that 

everyone will be hitting long balls in Titusville.  There’s certainly no shortage of power as has  

been the custom in T-Ville.   

 

Will Ocracoke continue their hot start, or will the interleague matchup slow them down a bit and 

bring them back down to earth? 

 

Series 4 - Long Beach Island (3-1) vs. Orlando Sharks (0-4) 

 

LBI will head south, taking on the mentor that brought him in, and maybe teach him a thing or 

two along the way. 



 

LBI lost their first game of the year against the Cuse, but came back in game two to avoid the 

sweep in convincing fashion.  How about Kris Bryant so far?  4 bombs in 4 games.  7 hits, with 2 

doubles and 4 bombs, with 8 RBI.  Not bad for a 4 game stretch.  Early MVP candidate?  The 

stats are interesting because 3 of 4 games for the ‘fish have been started by opposing 

southpaws, taking some bats out of the mix.  They’re hitting well so far, and would like that to 

continue.  Price and Kluber will get the go in this series, Price making his 2017 debut and Kluber 

coming off a dominant performance over the Jugs.   

 

Orlando has been playing some tight games, but the team has let them down thus far.  The 

offense is currently batting under the Mendoza line, but Kole Calhoun and Jose Peraza are off 

to solid starts.  Getting guys like Simmons and Martinez going will be very important for the 

Sharks to get in the win list.  Simmons is still searching for his first ABL hit.  Being great 

defensively only helps so much if you can’t hit the ball.  Even Ozzie Smith could hit one once in 

a while!  Outside of Aaron Nola so far, the starting pitching has been bad.  Which when you look 

at the cards is a bit shocking.  Allowing walks has killed the Sharks so far, as they are 2nd in 

hits allowed, but last in walks allowed.  Allow a few walks and then a long ball, and with the 

offense struggling, makes it harder to win ball games.   

 

Orlando faces off the monster they created, will they get in the win column this week?  They’re a 

franchise with a plan, but winning feels really nice. 

 

Series 5 - La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (1-3) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (1-3) 

 

The Jugs will head south east and face off the Terriers in the last series of week 3. 

 

La Jolla has struggled out of the gate a bit, and will look to get back on track while facing the 

Terriers.  The offense came alive a bit in week two, allowing the Jugs to get win #1 on the 

board.  Now that the first one is out of the way, it’s time to focus on win #2.  It’s really been 

strange, because some guys are hitting really well (Solarte, Gordon, Abreu) and some guys 

aren’t hitting at all yet (Pujols, Gattis, Span) and that is hindering the team’s ability to put up 

runs.  If everyone would just work towards the mean, that’d be fantastic, and might give some 

more consistent results.  Hellickson will get his first start and then Kershaw will look to have a 

better outing that his opening day efforts.   

 

The Terriers already declared after week one that the “bums are all for sale” and they 

responded by getting their first win of the season.  Anthony Rizzo is driving the struggle bus 

early on, and has brought Khris Davis, Carlos Ruiz, and Neil Walker along for the ride.  These 

guys better get control of the wheel before they drive the bus off a cliff.  Rick Porcello was a first 

rounder for the Terriers, and he has not been very good in his first start.  Terrier fans will be 

hoping he gets it right against the JUGGERNAUT, or I'd be willing to bet the hometown fans will 

be all over him.  Maybe even throw a tomato or two.  Dan Straily will get his first start of 2017 in 

the game before, and the Terriers will hope for a more “MadBum/Jose” type start than a 

“Porcello” type start.   



 

The Juggies head down to Tallahassee to invade the ballpark and enjoy some time in the sun.  

Both teams looking to make strides in the win column in some early “must win” action. 

 

Have a great week everyone! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 

B)  Chicago (2005) 
The Gangstas stopped drafting in the 5th round in 2005 as they selected pitcher Greg Aquino.  Asbury 
wasn’t far behind as they finished in the 7th round and the year before Asbury playing under the Vestal 
Bears name was all tidied up in the 5th round too.  Different set of rules as teams could keep more players 
than the current 16 in 2017.  C-Bay in 2011 stopped in round 9 and was tied for the earliest completion 
under the current rules package making the Hazard’s draft an epic venture.  
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 
Chesapeake Bay 
Phelps 

Ross 

Polanco 
Upton 

Cabrera 

Robertson 
Carter 
 
Tallahassee 
Buxton 
Grichuk 
Mazara 
Gray 
Profar 
Archer 



Stripling 
 

Orlando 
Adams 

Perez 
Holland 
Boyd 
Wilson 
Guerra 
Lackey 
 
Titusville 
Maurer 
E.Santana 
Cole 
Pence 

Nunez 
D.Santana 
Barrett 
 
Mudville 
Zimmermann 
Velasquez 
Manaea 
Leon 
Schwarber 
Sardinas 
Brantley 
 

Long Beach Island 
Perez 
Conforto 
Giles 
Gordon 
Gausman 
Marte 
Pollock 
 
Syracuse 
McCutchen 
Polanco 
Ross 
Dozier 
DeSclafani 
Anderson 
Matz 
 
Orcacoke 
Watson 
Griffin 
Harvey 



Rea 
Lugo 
Heyward 
Arcia 
 
La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 

Albany 
Descalso 

Ramos 
Dyson 
Casali 
Colon 
Moore 
Pagan 
 
Enjoy Week 3 
Commish 


