
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 1 

2/16/18 

 
BIG STORY:  There is nothing like the excitement of opening weekend in the American Baseball 
League.  The 29th season in ABL play started off with some thrilling ball games to warm up the cold 
weather in the northeast.  Four out of the six series were splits as Titusville and Long Beach Island 
enjoyed sweeps on their home turf.  Two extra inning games as the Perfectos won in walk off fashion the 
and Sharks out lasted the expansion Crown Heights Kings on the road.  The offensive surge continued 
like last season as once again three teams hit double digits in opening weekend.  Before last season that 
hadn’t happened since the 1998 opening play week.  Even with the offensive explosion the run per game 
average is down from last season when teams averaged 12 runs per game compared to 10 runs per game 
this season.  There were a few strong pitching performances as Hazard Scherzer went the distance with 13 
K’s and allowing only one run and Beard’s Gerrit Cole allowed only three hits with 10 k’s in complete 
game gem.  Besides the offense, last year there was a there was some chatter on the hit by pitch as the 
cards showed the ranges decreased but were still higher in previous years by Len’s analysis.  There were 
13 hit by pitch situations in the 12 games played in week one.  That pace is only slightly ahead of the 
MLB pace of .72 per game during the 2017 MLB season.  ABL action continues in the month of February 
as major league pitchers and catchers report for Spring Training this week.  Two teams will search for 
win number one in week 2 action.  No doubt already in the 36-game schedule, week 2 games could be 
must win games for some teams as no team wants to drop to 0-4 to start the season.  The sounds of spring 
are back with the official arrival of the American Baseball League          
 
     

2018 ABL STANDINGS 
 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  2 0 -- 1.000 12 10 0-0 2-0 2-0 0-0 

Tallahassee 1 1 1 .500 10 14 1-1 0-0 1-1 0-0 

Mudville  1 1 1 .500 14 10 0-0 1-1 1-1 0-0 

Orlando  1 1 1 .500 6 7 1-1 0-0 1-1 0-0 

Crown Heights 1 1 1 .500 7 6 0-0 1-1 1-1 0-0 

Chesapeake Bay 0 2 2 .000 10 12 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Long Beach  2 0 -- 1.000 21 9 0-0 2-0 2-0 0-0 

Ocracoke  1 1 1 .500 8 10 1-1 0-0 1-1 0-0 

Albany  1 1 1 .500 10 8 0-0 1-1 1-1 0-0 



La Jolla  1 1 1 .500 6 6 0-0 1-1 1-1 0-0 

Dexter  1 1 1 .500 6 6 1-1 0-0 1-1 0-0 

East Bay  0 2 2 .000 9 21 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins February 16th 

Recap and Score Sheets due February 26th 8 p.m. eastern 

 

SCORES 

ALB  9  OC  3 

OC  5  ALB  1 

TA  6  MUD  4 

MUD  10  TA  4 

LBI  10  EB  5 

LBI  11  EB  4 

TV  8  CB  7 

TV  4  CB  3  10 Inn. 

ORL  5  CH  2 

CH  5  ORL  1  11 Inn. 

DEX  4  LJ  1 

LJ  5  DEX  2 

 

 

2018 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(27th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen  
Tallahassee Terriers(28th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(17th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(11th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(4th Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
Crown Heights Kings(Expansion Season) Chris Marcello 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(16th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(14th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(11th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen  (Defending Champions)   
La Jolla Juggernaut(4th Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(2nd Season)   Michael Saaf 
East Bay Grease(Expansion Season)  Joe Parisi 
  
 

ABL 2018 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Dexter   15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Ocracoke  15 



Chesapeake Bay 15 
La Jolla   15 
Albany   15 
Orlando  15 
East Bay  15 
Crown Heights  15 
 

 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Runner on 2nd base and the play is a RG-P to the pitcher, does the runner advance to 3rd base? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  The runner holds and only advances if the ball is hit to 1B or 2B.  It should be noted in 

the official TP Baseball rules; the runner has the choice to attempt to advance per Lance just like if the 

ball was hit to SS or 3B.  The ABL currently doesn’t use the TP Baseball out of the box advancement 

rules and instead uses a modified version.    

 

2.  Crazy Play # 350-387 is rolled Pitcher is out of gas and is now exhausted.  Does the pitcher have to be 

removed immediately? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  The pitcher can stay in the game and pitch exhausted (fatigued) until two base runner’s 

reach base.  This will give relief pitchers time to warm-up in the bullpen if none are warmed up. 

Otherwise the relief pitcher enters the game exhausted (fatigued) if not warmed up in the bullpen.   
 

3.  Crazy Play # 86-113 is rolled.  It’s a girl?  After the game, player gets the call to return home for the 

birth of the new baby. Is the player/pitcher lost for four games per the Crazy Play Chart?  

 

ANSWER:  No.  Per the Diamond Chart:  Due to the ABL’s 36 game season the missed games are 

adjusted as follows:  Player is out the next game for a total of one instead of four games. 

 

 

 
 

RECAPS: 

Reminder Recaps are very important to ensure all managers have the correct information to avoid 
mistakes. 



 

Series Recaps   
The Site manager must send out a recap of their series to the ABL Office after they play the games with 
vital information before the recap deadline.  All managers are expected to save recaps for at least two play 
weeks to avoid making pitching mistakes.  Recaps are the backbone of how other league members follow 
all the games.  The Purpose of the series recaps is to give the other ABL Managers an insight into what 
happened in the game.  Please take the time to give them some of that insight and make the effort to make 
the recaps interesting to read.  Managers must use this vital information to play games and avoid 
mistakes.   
 
All Recaps must include the following per Commish’s discretion: 
1.  For each team clearly listed:  Who pitched and how many innings 
2.  Injuries clearly listed (Indicate if there were no injuries) 
3.  Final Score clearly listed 
4.  A reasonable summary of the highlights of each game played 
5.  Recap must be complete and accurate to avoid mistakes 
 
IP’s can be lost if the recaps don’t follow these guidelines.  IP’s can also be lost for incomplete or 
inaccurate recaps.       
 
Reminder the Recap deadline is 8 p.m. eastern on Monday. 

 
 

 
 
SCORESHEETS: 

You may send in scoresheets in the preferred .pdf format or .jpg format.  Make sure the dpi setting is at 
least set to 300.  Other options to get score sheets to the Commish besides scanning are dropping them off 
at the league office or putting them in the mail for a mere 50 cents per stamp.  
 
Reminder the score sheet deadline is 8 p.m. eastern on Monday regardless if you scan, drop them off, 

or mail them (post mark). 

 
Remember to put the game number per the ABL Schedule and also the date on all score sheets when 

the game was played when you submit them.  The game number and date are important to track records 
for our yearly yearbook.  If no game number or date is present, incentive points will be lost.  Please 

ensure the sheets are filled out completely and accurately.   Ensure to list all positions and fill in all the 

correct stats.  Thanks for your support. 
 

 



 
 

ROLZ.ORG Shortcuts by Len Saaf 
 

The most recent version of the rolz.org roller has a shortcut feature that can be a real time-

saver. When you load the site and enter a Dice Room, two panels will be displayed. The 

panel on the right side will initially display some help text. At the top of the right panel 

appear a number of icons. Click on the “gear” icon to show the Shortcuts. 

 

 
 

 

The Shortcut panel has six user-definable shortcuts. (Only four are shown in the screenshot 

below.) To define a shortcut, click on “change,” type the desired roll (for example “#d1000,” 

then click on “done.” Now you can click on that Shortcut, and it will execute the roll without 

any copying, pasting, or additional key-presses. 

 



 
 

I have my Shortcuts set up as shown below. This gives me quick access to all dice 

combinations that might be needed during a game. 

 

  
 

As stated in the explanatory text in the Shortcuts panel, your Shortcuts will be remembered 

if you are registered on the site. To register, navigate to the Dice Room page by clicking 



“Dice Room” at the top of the rolz.org home page. At the bottom of the “How Dice Rooms 

Work” section is a “Register a New Account” button.   

 

 
 

Registration is not necessary, but if you don’t register, then you will need to re-define your 

Shortcuts every time you enter a Dice Room. 
 
 

Additional thoughts from the Commish: 

Another option on the PC/Mac is to use the up arrow key and the last command used will 

populate in the text box.  (Thanks Kevin) 

 

For IPAD User’s the window on the right isn’t available to use the shortcuts unfortunately due 

to the lack of screen real estate.  It seems the quickest way on the IPAD is just click the 1d1000 

from a previous roll and it automatically gets populated in the text box much like the up 

arrow option.  You can adjust it or just hit send and the roll is generated.  No need to keep 

typing in the 1d1000 command each time. 
 
 



 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 

The East Bay Grease started their franchise history by getting swept by the Long Beach Island Starfish in 
week one action.  Crown Heights fared a little better earning a split against the Orlando Sharks.  Last 
season the Albany Lo-Sox were swept in their opening series against the eventual champion Ocracoke 
Blackbeards.  Which team was the last expansion team to win both of their first two games in franchise 
history and start the season with some beginner’s luck?  
   

A) Barnegat Bay (2008)  
B) Mudville (2015) 
C) La Jolla (2015)  
D) Titusville (2008) 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 

 
 
ABL SPOTLIGHT ARCHIVE: 

(Posted 11/22/17) 

 

Fun With Numbers: Strikeout Edition  
The strikeout.  A pitcher's best friend regardless of situation on the bases.  There are solid 
pitchers that don't get drafted in our league thanks to their inability to rack up K's in huge 
numbers.  Is that the right way to do things?  How should I know?  My guys are no stranger 
to striking dudes out, and in the age of the "Three True Outcomes" we seem to have 
entered, strikeouts are happening at near historic rates.  
 
So who's the ABL King of K's?  That would be this year's Hall of Fame entrant, the first left 
hander to reach the ABL Hall, Randy Johnson.  The Big Unit.  He set the plateau very nicely 
at 700 career strikeouts.  It will take him ZERO seasons to break his record by my 
math.  You'd be shocked how long it took me to figure that out... 
 
This will take a look at the guys that have a shot, the guys that have a harder run at it, and 



some guys that have zero chance, mathematically, and I'll explain why.  It's pretty amusing. 
 
Methodology - Using strikeouts per inning, I was able to determine how many innings a 
pitcher would have until they reach the 700 strikeout plateau.  Based on 50 innings pitched 
(8 starts per season, a little over 6 IPs per start) I calculated how long it would take every 
pitcher in the league to reach this number. 
 
Don't Even Register - There are 5 players currently that have registered pitching outs, but 
never registered a strikeout.  Three of them are position players (Jason Kipnis, Marco 
Scutaro, and Kevin Plawecki) that got forced into service thanks to running out of 
pitchers.  After seeing the "Emergency Pitching" card, it's no shock that these guys didn't 
strike anyone out.  
 
The fourth player was a pitcher, but only registered 2/3 of an inning in his career.  Tom 
Gorzelanny.  Most recently of the Mets minor league system.  Which surprised me as I had 
no idea the Mets picked him up. 
 
The fifth player, with by far the most innings pitched (63) and never registering a strikeout is 
a little surprising.  Endicott's own Jim Johnson.  It is shocking to see a closer never register 
a strikeout.  Somewhere Mo and Billy Wagner are mocking him endlessly.  He may get a 
chance this year as the Braves just got pulled back into the player pool. 
 
Waiting a Lifetime - The longest wait for a pitcher to reach 700 (other than the infinitely 
long wait for those above) belongs to Aaron Laffey.  At his career strikeout rate, it would 
take Aaron 104.7 more 50 inning seasons to reach this strikeout mark.  He better get going! 
 
The longest wait for an active pitcher is Dexter closer Brandon Kintzler, who has to pitch 
37.17 more 50 inning seasons to reach.  I'm no expert, but as he only had 8 innings in 
2017, it's going to take him a lot longer than that. 
 
Working The Long Play - There are a lot of talented pitchers in the 5 to 10 year range on 
this mark.  The majority of talented starting pitchers are currently in this area, due to time in 
the league or getting off to hot starts in their career.  Stephen Strasburg and Yu Darvish 
both have just under 6 1/2 seasons left until they would reach this mark, and it would be 
conceivable they could do it should they remain healthy.  Johnny Cueto sits just over 6 1/2 
seasons.  David Price has around 7 1/2 good seasons to reach it.  
 
Bartolo Colon needs just over 7 3/4 seasons, and despite his god-like body, I don't see 
team continuing to pay him just to have Big Sexy.  I nominate him for a full-time DH position 
in 2018. 
 
Sitting in that 8 to 9 season range are some more big names.  Corey Kluber, Chris Sale, 
Madison Bumgarner, Noah Syndergaard.  The types of guys that sit atop the strikeout 
leader boards towards season's end.  
 
Next up are some veteran arms, Jordan Zimmerman, King Felix, Carlos Carrasco, that put 
up some decent numbers but are going to have to string along a few real high strikeout 
number seasons.  Also in the 9 to 10 spot are newcomers Robbie Ray, Michael Fulmer, Jon 
Gray, Carlos Rodon, and Drew Pomeranz.  These dudes have a lot of years ahead of them 



to climb these standings.  
 
Guys To Watch RIGHT NOW - These are the guys, likely in the next 2-5 years will hit this 
mark and surpass it.  This is obviously not promised as literally anything can happen.  Arms 
are fragile.  So is the human body.  Gonna go backwards through this list.  You know, for 
dramatic purposes. 
 

• Max Scherzer (4 2/3 seasons) - The one known as "Peanut Butter Jelly Time".  He's 
first on the list, but has the highest K/IP (1.237) rate of these 5.  Could he reach 700 K's 
quicker than expected?  Probably.  He's shown no signs of slowing down so I would not 
be surprised to see him do this quicker than expected. 

• Cole Hamels (3.83 seasons) - The veteran lefty almost has the same K/IP rate of 
Scherzer (1.232) which is surprising as he seems to fly under the radar every 
year.  There may be no stopping the Cole Train now that he's left the station! 

• Zack Greinke (2.58 seasons) - Mr. Greinke has made his rounds through the league, 
played on several teams, feels like he's been effective forever.  Has the lowest K/IP rate 
on this list (1.016).  He also has the most innings pitched of the players on this list.  He 
may reach 700 K's from pure longevity.   

• Clayton Kershaw (1.92 seasons) - We've reached the point in the proceedings where I'd 
say it is safe to say this is a lock.  While it would take a record performance to break the 
record in 2018, 2019 is very much in play for this.  He had 84 K's in 2017.  He currently 
has 588 victims on his record.  I'd say before Spring Slam 2019 he passes the current 
record.  It may not be the ABL record at that point though.   

• Justin Verlander (1.76 seasons) - Mr. Kate Upton had 85 K's in 2017.  He currently sits 
at 604, and would not be breaking a record to do that this season.  Should we start the 
K Tracker now?  Could Verlander reach the Big Unit and surpass him?  Coop likes to 
ride his starters long and hard (And Kate wishes he'd lay off this one) so there's a 
chance that 2018 we will crown a new strikeout king! 

5 dudes that if they can stay healthy will rewrite the ABL record books in the most literal way 
possible as they would surpass the current all-time strikeout leaders.  We could witness 
history soon! 
 
Interesting Tidbit - Strikeouts do not equal wins!  In fact, neither does being right handed 
on this above list.  The best win/loss ratio of the 5 above pitchers is +11 for Clayton 
Kershaw, which is actually the best active pitcher in this regard.  Surprisingly, the second 
best is Cole Hamels at +9.  Greinke is +1.  Scherzer is -2.  Verlander -10, which is actually 
the worst active pitcher in this regard.   
 
The best ever is a +20 ratio for the GOAT, Pedro Martinez.  Second best is a tie between 
douchebag Curt Schilling and Greg Maddux at +19.   
 
Jon "Judy" Garland is worst ever at -14.  Which, if memory serves, may have all been with 
the Starfish franchise (before we were the Starfish).   
 
Wrapping It Up - That's all for this time.  Next time up will be a little different topic.  Since 
I've been writing for the league the last 3 seasons, I'm 7 years away from being able to vote 



for the Hall of Fame, right?  So why not start practicing now?  If I had a vote in 2018, who 
would I vote for to reach Cooperstown?  FIND OUT NEXT TIME!  SKIBBY OUT! 
 

 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

1/31 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Alex Wilson, Rick Porcello, Chris Archer, Cameron 
Maybin, and Joe Panik.  
 

TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down Noah Syndergaard, Brent Suter, Kyle Barraclough, Jason 
Heyward, and Alex Reyes. 
 

FREE AGENT:  East Bay picked up Jhoulys Chacin(SP) and dropped Jason Vargas(SP). 



 
TAXI TEAM:  East Bay sent down Marcus Semien, Jakob Junis, T.J. Rivera, Alcides Escobar, 

and Raul Mondesi. 
 
TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Jorge De La Rosa, Evan Longoria, Marco Estrada, Jackie 

Bradley, and Alen Hanson. 
 
TRADE:  To Chesapeake Bay:  Logan Forsythe.   
To Ocracoke:  Justin Wilson. 
 
TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Chasen Shreve and called up Nicholas Castellanos. 
 
TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Eric Sogard.  

 
TAXI TEAM:  La Jolla sent down Ian Kinsler, Aaron Altherr, Tim Anderson, Adrian Beltre, and 

R.A. Dickey. 
 
2/4 FREE AGENT:  Ocracoke picked up Mark Reynolds(1B), Luis Valbuena(3B) and dropped 
Chasen Shreve(RP), A.J. Griffin(RP). 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Nicholas Castellanos, Orlando Arcia. 
 
2/8 FREE AGENT:  Titusville picked up Jesus Sucre(C) and dropped Chris Gimenez(C). 
 
2/10 FREE AGENT:  Crown Heights picked up Mike Foltynewicz(SP) and dropped Bartolo 
Colon(SP). 

TAXI TEAM:  Crown Heights sent down Mike Foltynewicz. 
 
 

 
 

INJURY REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

None 
 

 

 
 



RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Ocracoke at Albany 

 

This feels familiar - Beards win when it counts, gain split on the road 
Game One 
Albany 9  Ocracoke 3 
[Bumgarner vs. Castillo]  
The defending champion Ocracoke Blackbeards sailed into town to open the season on the left coast. The 
match-up of aces got off to a rocky start as each team put up a 3-spot in the early going. The champs 
struck first, plating a trio in a 2-out rally on 3 singles, a walk and a big double from Hernandez. The Lo-
Sox would answer an inning later with a 3-run jack from newly acquired Renfroe. All square 3-3. Albany 
then proceeded to muscle-up with three more taters, including BTB dongs in the 5th (Duvall and 
Valaika). Wilson's R prevented the 5th circuit clout, Story re-rolled a walk. Madbum pegged Votto his 
first two times up. Words were exchanged, but Canada kept it cool. 
  
Lines of the game: 
RENFROE  5-2-3-3  2B, HR, 3 RBIs 
  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

OCR  3         3 5 1 

ALB   3  3  3    9 13 0 

  
OCR Pitching 
Bumgarner 7+ (L) 
Wilson 1 
 
ALB Pitching 
Castillo 7+ 
Claudio 1 
Garcia 1 
 
INJURIES: 
None 
 
CRAZY PLAYS: 
86-113 - "It's a girl!" Castillo's wife/girlfriend/surrogate give birth. Castillo misses next game (aka, rest) 
 
Game Two 
Ocracoke 5 Albany 1  
[Cole vs. Gray] 
The 4-lettered starters came out strong in game 2. Gray dodged disaster with an Infield Range bases 
loaded, inning ending DP in the 2nd. The Sox pushed across their only run when Carpenter was waved 
home as an 8 in Sending Runners after Blackmon's 2-out double. Ocracoke flipped the lead in the 5th 
with BTB singles by Mancini and Joc. 2-1 Champs. Ocracoke kept the hammer down scoring in the 6th 
and 7th - Chapman RBI double (6th), Kepler 2-RBI gcf (8th). But the story of the day was Gerrit frickin 
Cole, who put on a one-man show, allowing 3 hits, 3 walks, while striking out 10 and going the frickin' 
distance. What a bastard! All hail Gerrit Cole! 
  
Lines of the game:  



COLE  9-IP  3-H  1-ER  10-K WIN 
  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

OCR     2 1 2    5 14 0 

ALB   1        1 3 0 

  
OCR Pitching 
Cole 9 (W) 
  
ALB Pitching 
Gray 5+ (L) 
McCarthy 2 
Garcia 1 
Rusin 1 
 
INJURIES: 
None 
 
CRAZY PLAYS: 
114-138 - Blackmon beaned in 6th, avoids injury, but headache prevents night of heavy drinking after 
loss. 
 
Great opening the season with you, Duran. 
 

 

Tallahassee at Mudville 

Tally s Mudville  
gm 1 
Gray vs Anderson 
 
The Nine started the scoring first in the first with a triple by Albies and a wild pitch to score him. The 
Terriers responded quickly in the top of the second with a double by the Todd Father and a gcf single by 
Flowers. The Nine scored 2 runs in the bottom of the second by a Alex Avila 2 run Home run. Two 
innings later the Terriers tied the game up again with back to back rbi singles by Segura and DeJong. The 
next three innings were scoreless with amazing defense and pitching. In the top of the 8th the Terriers 
took the lead with a rbi single by Inciarte and a Sac Fly by Rizzo. In the top of the 9th the Terriers added 
another run by a pinch hit home run by Castillo. The Nine did not give up pinch hitting with Garcia and 
taking Colome yard. The homer still wasn't enough as Colome would strike out the next two batters to 
end the game. Terriers win 6-4 
 
Pitching 
Terriers 
Gray 5.2ip 
Givens 1ip 
W-McGee .1ip 
Swarzak 1ip 
S-Colome 1ip 
 
Mudville  



Anderson 6ip 
Bleier 1ip 
L-Belisle 1ip 
Warren 1ip 
 
Home Runs 
Avila, Garcia, Castillo 
 
Injuries 
None 
 
gm 2 
Godley vs Bundy 
 
Again, just like in game one the Nine started the scoring with a solo home run by Bour in the second. The 
Terriers would tie the game with a rbi single off the bat of DeJong. In the bottom of the third the Nine 
would score three runs 2 coming from a 2 rbi triple from Albies and another by a rbi single from Springer. 
In the 5th the Nine would score 2 more runs coming from a Bour double and a Brantley walk. In the 
bottom of the 6th the Nine score 2 more from a error by Lamb and a rbi walk from Gallo. The Terriers 
scored two runs in the top of the 8th from a 2 run homer from Rake Lamb. the Nine answered back with a 
2 run home run of there own by Springer. the Terriers did score 1 in the 9th but failed to make the 
comeback. Nine win 10-4 
 
Pitching  
Terriers 
L-Godley 5.2 ip 
Duening 1.2ip 
Petit .2ip 
 
Mudville  
W-Bundy 8.1ip 
Hendricks .2ip 
 
Home runs  
Bour, Lamb, Springer 
 
Injuries  
none     
 
Great rolling with you dad. I love you good luck the rest of the way.  
 
 
Chesapeake Bay at Titusville 

Game One 
Titusville 8 Chesapeake Bay 7 
 
The Channel Cats and Perfectos kicked off their 2018 campaigns over two warm, overcast days in 
Titusville. Ervin Santana faced Zack Greinke to kick things off. The Perfectos hit Greinke hard over five 
innings. Machado, Gennett, and Kiermaier homered, and the Perfectos put up seven runs. Santana got into 
trouble in the second inning by walking the first three Channel Cats. Two sac flies and two singles plated 
three runs. Matt Olson had one of the sacrifices, when a bases-loaded Deep! was caught on the warning 



track. The C-Bay pen struck out eight over the final three innings, but Josh Hader did give up a solo home 
run to Machado (his second) in the eighth, which would turn out to be the winning run. The Cats battled 
back from a 7-3 deficit with a double-double combo from Asdrubel Cabrera and Ian Happ, plus a two-run 
dinger by Matt Olson (his first of many this season, no doubt). Chris Ianetta doubled in Happ in the top of 
the ninth to cut the T-Ville lead to one, but Ianetta was stranded, and Game One went to the Perfectos.  
  
                 R  H  E LOB 
CBY 030 000 121  7 10  0 12 
TVL 021 310 01x  8 11  0  5 
  

TVL PITCHING 
Santana, E 6 (WIN) 
Hildenberger 1 

Edwards 1 

Nicasio 1 (SAVE) 
  
CBY PITCHING 
Greinke 5 (LOSS) 
Chapman 0.2 

Bush 0.1 

Hader 2 

  
INJURIES: Cano 2 games (stepped on glove) 
  
 
Game Two 
Titusville 4 Chesapeake Bay 3 
 
After three scoreless innings to start Game Two, C-Bay built a three-run lead on home runs from Correa 
and Happ against 18-stamina Tyler Chatwood. 21-stamina Alex Wood started well for the Cats. Titusville 
finally got something going in the bottom of the seventh with three singles to plate one. With runners on 
the corners Domingo Santana hit one down the line on an Infield Range, and it got by for a double. 
Cespedes rounded second, got the go sign from the third base coach, and rumbled across the plate to tie 
the game at 3-3. The Perfectos bullpen locked it down for the last five innings. Senzatela, Edwards, and 
Hildenberger allowed zero hits, struck out seven, and did not allow a baserunner to reach second base. To 
extras it went. In the bottom of the tenth T-Ville singled twice to put runners at first and second with one 
out. Kevin Kiermaier then stroked a double off Pat Neshek’s card, Eduardo Nuñez scampered home, 
Kiermaier got a Gatorade shower, and the Perfectos wrapped up an improbable sweep of the Channel 
Cats. 
  
                   R  H  E LOB 
CBY 000 201 000 0  3  6  1  9 
TVL 000 000 300 1  4 12  0 12 
  

TVL PITCHING 
Chatwood 5 
Senzatela 2 
Edwards 2 
Hildenberger 1 (WIN) 
  
CBY PITCHING 



Wood 6.1 
Bowman 0.2 
Chapman 1 
Neshek 1.1 (LOSS) 
  
INJURIES: Gennett 1 game and Hernandez, E 1 game (collision) 
 
 
Commish, it was great to catch up on some ABL chat. Thanks for coming by. Hang in there.  
 
 
East Bay at Long Beach Island 

The East Bay Grease would travel cross country to get in the first games of the ABL season, so there will 
be lots of firsts goin down here! 
 
Game 1 - Berrios vs. Kluber - Kluber would take the mound for the first time in 2018, and in the second 
batter of the game record strikeout victim #1, Lorenzo Cain.  Immediately after Eric "I'm worth a 10 year 
deal" Hosmer would record the first hit of the young 2018 season.  Next inning Berrios would make his 
debut, give up a leadoff single, and then strike out the next three batters, so maybe he will settle in 
nicely.  First HBP recorded this year goes to Goldy, who took one in the ribs in the 2nd.  There were SIX 
HBP recorded in this game.  Two by Goldy.  At least no one got hurt. 
 
First run of the year goes to WIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILMER and first RBI to Conforto, driving one in on a 
bases loaded slow grounder.  First home run ball of the year goes to MOOSETACOS with a 2 run bomb 
in the 4th to give the Grease a 2-1 lead.  LBI would scrap back to a lead in the 5h as Berrios would have 
some control issues, walking two and plunking one.  Murph would do the damage with a 2 run GCF 
single.   
 
In the top of the 6th Kluber would experience struggles of his own, plunking Cain to lead it off, would 
eventually load the bases with no outs, and allow a total of 3 runs to score, the go ahead run on a bases 
loaded HBP to Schoop.  A sac fly by Perez makes it a 5-3 game. 
 
The bottom of the 6th would have a little bit of everything, with our first error of the year going to 
Schoop of East Bay, there's a HBP, a sac fly, a double from Goldy I missed on my scoresheet (my bad), 
and all told LBI would erupt for 5 runs, chasing Berrios, with Mike Minor becoming the first reliever to 
touch the mound in 2018.   
 
Kluber would take that lead, and finally remember that he's a stud, and over the remaining three innings 
strikeout 5, allow no baserunners, and show no mercy to the souls of any batters from East Bay.   
 
LBI would add two insurance runs in the 8th with a two run bomb from Goldy, leading us to a final score 
of LBI 10 East Bay 5 
 
Pitching 
East Bay 
<L> Berrios 5.1 
Minor 0.2 
Kelly 1.0 
Hernandez 1.0 
 
LBI 



<W> Kluber 9.0 
 
No Injuries - Perez did foul a ball off his toe, but he was man enough to stay in the game. 
 
 
Game 2 - Duffy vs. Carrasco - LBI would waste no time welcoming Duffy into the league, putting up a 4 
spot in the first.  The game broke open when Cain and Bonifacio failed to communicate on a fly ball (or 
just wanted to see how close they could get to one another) but they would collide, the ball would squirt 
away, and both would leave the game with ouchies.  Game 2, first injuries of the ABL season.  
 
In the 2nd Andrew Benintendi would get his first (of I assume MANY) ABL home runs, with a 2 run 
shot, part of a 3 run 2nd for the Grease.   
 
As a little answer back, Tommy Pham would hit a two run shot in the 2nd of his own, reminding Joe that 
"hey you passed on me too"...more on that later. 
 
MOOSETACOS wants to be the ABL home run leader, hit his 2nd in as many games in the 3rd, score is 
6-4 after 3.   
 
Tommy Pham would lead off the 4th with another bomb, this time a solo shot, but would shoot a glance 
at the East Bay dugout...wonder if there's a little animosity there... 
 
Carrasco would settle in from the 4th onward, scattering 3 hits the rest of the way as LBI would take on a 
few runs here and there, just shaking the cobwebs out after not getting any spring training games in. 
 
The final score in this one would be LBI 11 East Bay 4 
 
Pitching 
East Bay 
<L> Duffy 5.0 
Alexander 1.0 
Soria 1.0 
Kelly 1.0 
 
LBI  
<W> Carrasco 9.0 
 
Injuries 
East Bay - Cain (1 game), Bonifacio (1 game) 
LBI - None 
 
Joe, I had an excellent time rolling with you.  Thanks for getting these in early.  Look forward to next 
time!  skibby 
 
 
Orlando at Crown Heights 

Game One – “Welcome to the League, Rookie” 

Ahh, it’s finally Opening Day in Brooklyn, NY. Perfect weather for a ballgame. Fans from all 5 boroughs 

poured into Safeco Field to see the ABL veteran Orlando Sharks take on the newly expanded Crown 

Heights Kings. The fans were in for a treat as Michael Fulmer took on ABL rookie Luis Severino. 



Orlando got the party started with an leadoff Chris Taylor double and an RBI single for rookie Cody 

Bellinger in the top of the 1st. The Kings knotted the score with a Freddie Freeman solo shot in the bottom 

of the 4th. Gardiner got the stolen base and Judge singled him in to give the Kings the lead in the bottom 

of the 5th. The Buckster immediately shouted out “I’ve just been Buck Balled by the rookie”. I replied 

with, “Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery”. An Upton solo blast tied up the score in the top of the 

6th. Both managers went to the bullpen after 6 for some serious pitching wizardry. Castro had a walk-off 

opportunity on the Deep! Chart in the bottom of the 10th, needing only a 46 to end it. Nevertheless, a 2 

would not get the job done. I can’t believe that I had to score that as a “Deep Fly”…. With the heart of the 

lineup due up for both squads, the Kings called upon closer Corey Knebel to shut down the Sharks 

offense. A Neil Walker bomb followed by some Buck Ball (stolen bases and timely doubles) took the 

score to 5-2 Sharks. It was as if the baseball gods looked down and said, “Welcome to the league, 

rookie”. Kintzler came in and shut down the Kings power bats to end the game after 11. What an 

introduction to the league… 

Final Score: Orlando 5 – Crown Heights 2 

Pitching 

Orlando: 

Fulmer (6) 

Robertson (1) 

Abad (1) 

W – Hunter (2) 

S – Kintzler (1) 

  

Crown Heights: 

Severino (6) 

Brach (1) 

Green (1) 

Bradley (2) 

L – Knebel (1) 

Injuries:  None 

 

Game Two – The Sharks meet a New Sea Monster 

After a tough extra-innings loss in their first game, the Kings were looking to bounce back. It was a battle 

of the lefties as Robbie Ray took on rookie Jordan Montgomery in game two of the series. Both pitchers 

looked strong in the 1st, racking up 2 strikeouts a piece. In the top of the 2nd, the Sharks are introduced to a 

sea monster unlike any other. His name is Gary Sanchez, but he goes by “El Kraken”. Sanchez started the 

2nd with a solo bomb. Then in the bottom of the 4th, Aaron Hicks doubles in Kelby Tomlinson who 

reached on a pitcher error (But it still was not an earned run? Whatever…). Bellinger struck back with a 



solo shot off of the Deep! Chart in the top of the 5th. All hell broke loose for the Sharks in the bottom of 

the 5th. Judge walks, moves to second on a McCann passed ball. Pirela doubles him in to bring the score 

to 3-1 Kings. Pirela waits on second until The Kraken returns. Sanchez blasts another over the wall to add 

2 more RBIs to his line. After the 5th, Ray is pulled and the Sharks bullpen put in work against the Kings. 

Monty made it through 6 before the Kings went to the pen. Buck went for some pinch running scheme 

using Billy Hamilton on third and Ben Revere on first, but Brach wouldn’t give up the jump. Knebel got a 

do-over in the 8th and shut it down. Kings successfully battle back to earn the split.  

Final Score: Crown Heights 5 – Orlando 1 

Pitching 

Orlando: 

L – Ray (5) 

Robertson (1) 

Whitley (1) 

Barnes (1) 

  

Crown Heights: 

W – Montgomery (6) 

Kahnle (.2) 

Brach (1) 

Green (.1) 

Knebel (1) 

Injuries:  None  

Thanks to Buck for rolling a great, competitive series. Looking forward to many more!!! 

 

 

Dexter at La Jolla 

Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Juggernaut! Such was the chanting of “The Faithful”.  

It is a new beginning. “The Faithful” were anxiously awaiting to see there heroes, The Eradicator and his 

merry men Juggernaut, once again do battle against the likes of the ABL. This year’s adventures promises 

to bring excitement and thrills like no other. Well enough of the rambling on with the show. This season 

finds our intrepid heroes facing off against new foes and old foes in new places. The season mantra? 

“Again for 10” 

Tonight’s episode, “Does he have a hit on his card?”.  

Does he have a hit on his card? 



Kershaw and Scherzer. Didn’t we just see this? Scherzer’s card vs righties is sick. He has numbers against 

righties that are only seen on the most dominate reliever. I swear there were all strikeouts with exception 

of 500 and 999. Well maybe not quite like that but it sure did seam like it. Even the left handed hitters 

were wondering what in the world do we do with that? Scherzer wasted no time showing  his dominance. 

He allowed only one hit through 8 while striking out 12 and walking none. Juggernaut did manager to 

scrape together off of a couple of hits in the 9th. Span got a pinch hit double. Gordon followed suit with a 

single. Shaw hit into a double play allowing Span to cross the plate. “The Faithful” celebrated like we had 

just won the championship. Needless to say it was not enough. Dexter got a solo shot from Rendon in the 

4th to start off the scoring. Braun would get a 2 out triple in the next frame that would bring home Souza. 

That was all Mad Max needed but they were not done. Top of the 9th and Yelich reaches on a gift from 

Gordon. Kershaw would give way to Infante. Pina greats the new Juggernaut by taking him deep into the 

La Jolla afternoon air. The 2 run poke made the score 4 to zero. Final score was 4 to 1.  

                                                  R H E  LOB 

Dexter     0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 2       4  8  2     8 

La Jolla   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1       1  3  1     2 

 

Pitching 

Dexter 

W Scherzer 9 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

La Jolla 

L Kershaw 8.1 

Infante .2 

Injuries 

None 

 

La Jolla gets one back 

Game 2 and it is the lefty Hamels vs new pitcher for La Jolla Leake and his leaky arm. Juggernat takes the 

early lead with Gordon leading off with a single and stolen base. Abreu would bring him home on a 

single up the middle. Top of the 2nd with 2 outs Lucas, all I do is hit HR’s and Strike out, hits one out to 

tie the game. Top of the 3rd and Dexter takes the lead. Scoring again with 2 out. This time it is Altuve that 



scores after doubling and being brought home by Thames.  2 to 1 visitors. Bottom of the 5th, Gordon 

singles and swipes 2nd again. This time it is Sano that does the honors and the score is tied at 2. The 

Dexter manager decides that he has seen enough and calls on the bullpen to quell the potential uprising 

from the home team. Bottom of the 6th d’Arnaud leads things off with a double Jay singles and after 

Bogaerts goes down swinging, Pressley puts a jolt into one and deep into the sky it goes to fall gently into 

the glove of Yellich. But it was deep enough to allow the not so speedy catcher to come home. 3 to 2 La 

Jolla. Meanwhile, Leake was pulled after pitching way better than expected and The Eradicator placed his 

trust in the relief staff. They would do their jobs. While La Jolla bats provide two more runs in the bottom 

of the 7th, highlighted by the 1st donger of the season for Juggernaut by Abreu. Jansen comes in to lock 

down the save and La Jolla gets the split. 5-2  

                                                  R H E  LOB 

Dexter     0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0       2  7  1     6 

La Jolla   1 0 0 0 1 1 2 0         5  13  0   11 

 

Pitching 

Dexter 

Hamels 5 

L Duffey 1 

Greene 1 

Chafin 1 

Injuries 

None 

 

Pitching 

La Jolla 

W Leake 6 

Chisek 1 

Infante 1 

S Jansen 1 

Injuries 

None 

Good rolling with you Coop. Good luck the rest of the season and see ya after the all-star break. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Greinke  Rest 3 games 
Wood  Rest 4 games 
Strasburg Rested  
Hill  Rested 
Darvish  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Neshek must REST in game one  
Chapman must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Bowman pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Gray  Rest 3 games 
Godley  Rest 4 games 
Nelson  Rested 
Cobb  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Duensing must REST in game one  
Petit pitched in one game 
 

Orlando 
Fulmer  Rest 3 games 
Ray  Rest 4 games 
Lackey  Rested 
Corbin  Rested 
Hoffman Rested 
Bullpen: 
Robertson must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Whitley pitched in one game 
Barnes pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Santana  Rest 3 games 
Chatwood Rest 4 games 
Hendricks Rested 
Sale  Rested 



Graveman Rested 
Bullpen: 
Edwards must REST in game one  
Senzatela must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Hildenberger must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
 

Mudville 
Anderson Rest 3 games 
Bundy  Rest 4 games 
Arrieta  Rested 
Manaea  Rested 
Bridwell Rested 
Bullpen: 
Hendriks pitched in one game 
 

Crown Heights 
Severino Rest 3 games 
Montgomery Rest 4 games 
Nola  Rested 
Sabathia Rested 
deGrom Rested 
Bullpen: 
Knebel must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Green must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Brach must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Kahnle pitched in one game 
 

Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 3 games 
Carrasco Rest 4 games 
Lester  Rested 
Montgomery Rested 
Faria  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

Dexter 
Scherzer Rest 3 games 
Hamels  Rest 4 games 
Verlander Rested 
Pineda  Rested 
Walker  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Chafin pitched in one game 
Duffey pitched in one game 
Greene pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Bumgarner Rest 3 games 
Cole  Rest 4 games 
Rodriguez Rested 



Tanaka  Rested 
Lamet  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 3 games 
Leake  Rest 4 games 
Cueto  Rested  
Davies  Rested 
Gausman Rested 
Bullpen: 
Infante must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Jansen pitched in one game 
Cishek pitched in one game 
 

Albany 
Castillo  Rest 3 games 
Gray  Rest 4 games 
Martinez Rested 
Cashner Rested 
Pomeranz Rested 
Bullpen: 
McCarthy must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Garcia must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Rusin pitched in one game 
 

East Bay 
Berrios  Rest 3 games 
Duffy  Rest 4 games 
Snell  Rested 
Chacin  Rested 
Lynn  Rested 
Bullpen: 
McCarthy must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Soria pitched in one game 
Alexander pitched in one game 
 

 



 
 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

 

Week Two Preview!!! 

 

Week one was just so much fun, we all figured why not do it all over again?!  Maybe play some 

different teams, as week one had the divisional matchups on the plate, this week ALL the 

American Division gets to travel and face a National Division foe.  So maybe after this week we 

can talk about how one division dominated the other, but until this week’s games are over that 

isn’t even an option.  Onward to the previews! 

 

Series One - Dexys Midnight Runners (1 - 1, 0 run diff) vs. Titusville Perfectos (2 - 0, +2 

run diff) - Titusville leads all time series 16 - 14 

 

The Runners got to show off their ace week one as they went splitsville while the Perfectos got 

an early two game lead on their biggest rival over the past few seasons.  Playoffs aren’t made in 

February but a couple of wins never hurt. 

 

Dexys - How did Week 1 go? - Well, it was a low scoring affair for the Runners in week one, 

with 6 runs total.  So the starting pitching showed up, the offense not quite as much.  Two out of 

three long balls were the solo variety, and judging from the BA/OBP numbers, there will need to 

WEEK 2 FEB 16 - FEB 25 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

13 DEXTER TITUSVILLE COOP LENNY NL NIGHT

14 DEXTER TITUSVILLE NIGHT

15 LA JOLLA CHESAPEAKE BAY KEVIN COMMISH NL NIGHT

16 LA JOLLA CHESAPEAKE BAY NIGHT

17 EAST BAY MUDVILLE JOE CASEY NL NIGHT

18 EAST BAY MUDVILLE NIGHT

19 ALBANY CROWN HEIGHTS MICHAEL CHRIS NL NIGHT

20 ALBANY CROWN HEIGHTS NIGHT

21 OCRACOKE ORLANDO DURAN BUCK NL NIGHT

22 OCRACOKE ORLANDO NIGHT

23 LONG BEACH TALLAHASSEE SKIBBY DON JR. NL NIGHT

24 LONG BEACH TALLAHASSEE NIGHT



be a renewed focus on getting guys on base AND THEN hitting the home runs.  It’s a theory.  

I’m probably wrong.  Greene and Duffy struggled out of the ‘pen, is it a blip or are the new 

overall uniforms worn by the Runners throwing off the throwing motion of some guys? 

 

Titusville - How did Week 1 go?  - Sweep the series?  Check.  Sweep a division rival?  Check.  

Have Scooter Gennett out homer the Blackbeards on the year?  CHECK!  The Perfectos won a 

pair of exciting ones to kick off the year, with one run victories in both games.  It was a rough 

start for the pitching staff, limiting the ‘Cats to 16 hits, but allowed 15 walks, most in week one 

action.  Will ace Chris Sale make his debut in week two?  Did he need a little extra work after 

spring training or was this a matchup decision?  Only the LenMaster knows.   

 

What to Expect? - These two usually play a close series, judging by the all time record.  With 

Titusville putting up the second most runs in week one, the offensive firepower is there to make 

the Midnight Runners struggle.  The Dexy offense better wake up if they want to keep up with 

Titusville, or else the Perfectos will be off to another hot start in 2018. 

 

Series Two - La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (1 - 1, 0 run diff) vs. Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats 

(0 - 2, -2 run diff) - La Jolla leads all times series 7 - 3 

 

The ‘Cats look to bounce back in week 2, in a series against a team they appear to struggle 

with.  Do the JUGGERNAUT have the ‘Cats figured out or is this some young manager luck 

showing up? 

 

JUGGERNAUT - How did Week 1 Go? - Dee Gordon got off on the right track, hitting .444 with 

a pair of stolen bases.  The pitching handled Dexy well, holding them to 3 runs per game, which 

is fantastic.  The offensive side needs to step up a bit.  It is early, and Max Scherzer isn’t the 

easiest draw for a team strong from the right side.  I think this week the Jugs may show a little 

more offensive output.  It may take more than 6 runs total to get a split with the ‘Cats… 

 

C-Bay - How did Week 1 Go? - I’m going to guess not as expected?  Probably an 

understatement.  A few years ago the season started with some tough 1 run losses.  Is this year 

the luck going to go in a similar direction?  The Law of Averages says “probably not” but when 

dice go in the box, sometimes strange things happen.  The ‘Cats historically struggle a bit 

against the JUGGERNAUT but with as good as the ‘Cats look coming out of draft, I don’t think 

they will stay winless for long. 

 

What to Expect? - The JUGGERNAUT need Dee Gordon to lead the offense, but need some 

bats to step up behind him.  The ‘Cats need to prevent that from happening, create some 

discomfort with the loss of the DH, and score some runs early.  Play the matchup game a little 

bit and make it a challenge for the Jugs to score runs. 

 

Series Three - East Bay Grease (0 - 2, -12 run diff) vs. Mudville Nine (1 - 1, +4 run diff) - 

First ever series 

 



Mudville managed a split thanks to some offensive explosion, and the Grease look to get win 1 

out of the way after facing a tough pitching matchup in week 1. 

 

East Bay - How did Week 1 Go? - Probably not as well as they hoped.  Sort of sorry about that.  

So to focus on the positives.  They hit the ball well.  Benintendi got the first one out of the way 

and MooseTacos looks to be a legit stud in the middle of that lineup.  I think with the week one 

jitters out of the way, and a good look at the lineup, East Bay is going to be an underrated 

opponent for most of the year, but don’t sleep on the Grease!  That’s both a metaphor and some 

sound advice… 

 

Mudville - How did Week 1 Go? - Well, they split, and they drew A LOT of walks.  14 to be 

exact, 2nd most in the league.  However, chants of “Mike Trout Sucks” might be heard all 

around the stadium as the GOAT went 0 for in the opening series.  Team and fan favorite Justin 

Bour has shown again he’s going to lead the offense, hitting 2 doubles and a bomb, and batting 

.500 on the week.  If the pitching can get behind offensive production like that it could mean a 

return to the postseason for the Nine! 

 

What to Expect? - It’s hard to predict, when an expansion manager and a new manager face off 

what to predict.  This is a face off of the TTO% leaders for the NL and AL, although Mudville 

leads East Bay by 23% overall.  That’s how crazy Mudville’s opening week was with walks and 

strikeouts.  It’s going to be a tough week for pitchers, but if the base runners get limited, a slug 

fest would certainly be fun to watch! 

 

 

Series 4 - Albany Lo-Sox (1 - 1, +2 run diff) vs. Crown Heights Kings (1 - 1, +1 run diff) - 

First ever series 

 

Well, both teams opened up at .500, Crown Heights got their first taste of Buck Ball, and it’s on 

to week two to try and figure out where they’ll stand going forward. 

 

Albany - How did Week 1 Go? - Well, rarely will a team complain about a split to start the year.  

The Lo-Sox flexed some muscle week 1 with the team hitting four bombs over the series.  It did 

look like they were stronger against the lefty MadBum as Gerrit Cole shut them down.  Was it a 

one week swoon against the righty or is this going to be their kryptonite this year?  Luis Castillo 

looked like a stud week one, another strong pickup for the Lo-Sox who in 2019 might have the 

best rotation in the league if some luck slides their way… 

 

Crown Heights - How did Week 1 Go? - Well the Kings got week one out of the way, got their 

first win out of the way, and didn’t crumble under the pressure of facing Buck Ball.  All in all a 

good start.  Could have gotten out of week one with a sweep if Knebel didn’t blow a game.  My 

concern if I’m the Kings manager is if they need to buy some bats without holes in them, 

because they struggled to hit in week 1.  Unless  your last name was “Kraken”, no one hit 

consistently against the Sharks.  Should they be concerned?  It’s a small sample size, so I 

wouldn’t yet.  Check back in week three or four and we’ll see. 



 

What to Expect? - Is it lazy to say “see the above comment” from Series 3?  Probably, but it 

holds true here.  Albany doesn’t seem like the type of team that’s going to average two bombs 

per game over 36 games, and Crown Heights doesn’t seem like they’re going to have a team 

batting average under .150 for too long.  I would expect things to sort of meet in the middle 

here, and be an interesting series to watch. 

 

 

Series 5 - Ocracoke Blackbeards (1 - 1, -2 run diff) vs. Orlando Sharks (1 - 1, -1 run diff) - 

Orlando leads all time series 15 - 5 

 

Who knew historically speaking that pirates would struggle so much facing off against Sharks?  

Don’t pirates have cannons and shit? 

 

Ocracoke - How did Week 1 Go? - The manager for the Blackbeards has been very critical of 

how the team looks at this point in 2018, stating publicly 9 wins is the goal.  Well, win 1 out of 

the way.  If I know anything it’s that the Beards are not going to hesitate to try and make some 

changes to make the team better in the short and long term.  Watch that waiver wire and your 

inboxes.  Traditionally this is not a franchise that has a “wait until next year” attitude. 

 

Orlando - How did Week 1 Go? - They got in the win column.  One starter pitched well, the other 

struggled a bit, but the bullpen shut down the Kings completely.  For the first time in, I dunno 

how long, the Sharks currently have more home runs (3) than steals (1).  I know, it’s week one.  

Orlando, much like Crown Heights, struggled to hit consistently, with a batting average just over 

the Mendoza line.  It’s going to take more hitting than that to get by in 2018.  Unless they can 

teach everyone to hit home runs… 

 

What to Expect? - More Orlando dominance?  I was surprised to see that this series is so 

lopsided historically, so I can’t really make a prediction.  I know Duran already has his catchers 

warming up to focus on Buck’s run game.  Will it help?  Certainly can’t hurt unless someone 

blows out an elbow.  I know the Blackbeards feel like they are underdogs every week, so why 

would week 2 be any different?  It’s a role they’ve played before and done well in, so why not? 

 

 

Series 6 - Long Beach Island Starfish (2 - 0, +12 run diff) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (1 - 1, -4 

run diff) - Tallahassee leads all time series 27 - 23 

 

LBI’s offense showed up in a big way week 1, as they head south to face the Terriers in their 

first taste of NL action this year. 

 

LBI - How did Week 1 Go? - No complaints here.  The offense showed up, the bullpen goes into 

week 2 well rested thanks to some complete games from Kluber and Carrasco.  The only 

Starfish that didn’t get on base at all was Brandon Nimmo, and that’s just so Mets of him, how 

can we blame him?  The rest of the series went well, so it’s on to face the Terriers, and the NL 



style games have given LBI some fits the last few years, so it should be interesting to see how 

this week goes. 

 

Tallahassee - How did Week 1 Go? - Won a game, but the pitching seemed to struggle against 

Mudville, giving up 10 in one game.  Zack Godley may have done more positive with the bat 

than his arm this week.  The Legend will have to hope the rest of the rotation steps up a little 

better in the coming weeks.  Early indications state that hanging onto Ender Inciarte was a 

smart move for the Terriers.  And I hope TheDong hit’s his first dong against LBI this week, 

because it will be fun to write about next week.  Of course it will be fun to write about any and 

every week.   

 

What to Expect? - Anything goes in these roller series, but LBI heads in a little nervous after a 

dominant week 1.  Will that be the norm or was this the one off?  Will the Terriers pitching 

rebound or is it going to be another year of struggling starting pitching?  Too early to tell on both 

fronts, but both questions will start to get answered here in week two! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 

C)  La Jolla (2015)  
La Jolla swept the Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats in their first games in franchise history.  Cueto tossed a 
complete game 1-0 shutout in game one as Scott Van Slyke ripped a walk off single in the nightcap in the 
bottom of the 11th inning for a thrilling 5-4 victory.   
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Herrera 
Stephenson 
Hedges 
Sogard 
Delgado 



 
Tallahassee 
Wilson 
Porcello 
Archer 
Maybin 
Panik 
 

Orlando 
Scott 
Peraza 
Robertson 
Martinez 
Anderson 
 
Titusville 
De La Rosa 
Longoria 
Estrada 
Bradley 
Hanson 
 

Mudville 
Baez 
Swanson 
Schwarber 
Escobar 
Hellickson 
 

Crown Heights 
Betances 
Devers 
Aguilar 
Foltynewicz 

Vazquez 
 
Long Beach Island 
Nava 
Teheran 
Markakis 
Russell 
Ellsbury 
 
Dexter 
Cotton 
Maxwell 
Asuaje 
Quintana 
Cabrera 
 
Orcacoke 



Arcia 

Polanco 
Maeda 
Castellanos 

Newcomb 
 
La Jolla 
Kinsler 
Altherr 
Anderson 
Beltre 
Dickey 
 

Albany 
Syndergaard 
Suter 
Barraclough 
Heyward 
Reyes 
 
East Bay 
Semien 
Junis 
Rivera 
Escobar 
Mondesi 
 
Enjoy Week 2 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, Len Saaf, and Don Allen Jr. 

 


