
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 15 

9/8/17 

 
BIG STORY:  Labor Day has passed as one of the crazier games of the season took place in Orlando as 
Tallahassee Terrier backup catcher Wellington Castillo was asked to take the mound.  The Sharks did 
outlast the Terriers after Neil Walker the former Terrier ripped the game winning double.  Three out of 
the five series ending in a sweep causing some havoc to teams wishing to nail down a division crown.  
Ocracoke split with Mudville watching a chance to claim their first division crown in history slip away 
and will play Albany outright in week 16 action for the title.  The Lo-Sox swept the brotherly rival 
Perfectos to deny Titusville a divisional crown for at least one more week.  Albany and Ocracoke both 
punched their ticket to the 2017 ABL playoff party.  Albany doing so in their expansion season as the 
Beards go to the playoffs for the 5th time in ten years. Duran deserves some managers of the year votes as 
he took a squad that was rated in the back of the pack that will play extra baseball.  Two spots remain 
with an opening in each division.  In the National Divisions, Tallahassee has at least clinched a one game 
showdown and will return to the playoffs for the first time since 2014.  Orlando and Mudville can both tie 
Tallahassee and play in one or two one game showdowns.  In the American Division, La Jolla currently 
holds onto the final playoff spot but Syracuse and Long Beach Island only trail by one game.  All five 
series have playoff qualification and placement implications as we head into the final play week of 2017.     
 

 

2017 ABL STANDINGS 

 
NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

X-Titusville 22 12 -- .647 173 148 12-4 10-8 13-5 9-7 

X-Chesapeake Bay 22 12 -- .647 196 162 10-6 12-6 13-5 9-7 

Tallahassee 14 20 8 .412 168 200 7-11 7-9 7-11 7-9 

Orlando  12 22 10 .353 142 171 6-10 6-12 8-12 4-10 

Mudville  12 22 10 .353 173 209 6-12 6-10 5-13 7-9 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

X-Ocracoke  20 14 -- .588 175 185 7-9 13-5 11-7 9-7 

X-Albany  19 15 1 .559 174 158 10-8 9-7 10-8 9-7 

La Jolla  17 17 3 .500 148 179 8-10 9-7 8-10 9-7 

Long Beach  16 18 4 .470 172 148 6-10 10-8 9-9 7-9 

Syracuse  16 18 4 .470 203 164 8-10 8-8 8-12 8-6 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       



Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins September 8th 

Recap and Score Sheets due September 18th 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

CB  4  LBI  3 

CB  6  LBI  5 

SYR  10  LJ  6 

SYR  5  LJ  0 

MUD  13  OC  6 

OC  4  MUD  1 

ALB  8  TV  3 

ALB  6  TV  2 

ORL  6  TA  5  11 Inn. 

TA  7  ORL  5 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
Albany   14 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
La Jolla   13 
Syracuse  12 
Ocracoke  12 
Orlando  7 
 

 



 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Does a reliever lose the “H” symbol in the 9th inning or later in a save situation if not rated as 
“CLOSER”?    
 

ANSWER:  No.  Relievers do not lose the ‘H’ rating in any situations. 
 

2.  Infield Range Play:  Runners on second and third, one out, infield playing back.  Infield Range play up 
the middle to the pitcher.  Diving stop.  Do the runners hold? 
 

ANSWER:  Yes.  The runners hold since per ABL Rules the pitcher is always assumed to be playing 
“in”.  Use the “INFIELD IN P FIELDS” result ignoring the comment of “INFIELD IN” and read as “P 
FIELDS” only.  Per TP Baseball:  Pitchers are only considered ‘in’ when the bases are loaded or at least 

3 other infielders are ‘in’ but their ranges are not adjusted on the Range – Infield chart.  The ABL doesn’t 

use this rule thus ignoring the placement of the infielders on this play. 

  
3.  The ABL Deep Chart has 94 listed twice, is the second 94 assumed to be 95?  

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  The second 94 should be considered to be 95 due to a copy paste error.    

 

4.  Do you have to announce you are holding a runner on 1st base? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  The holding runners process is covered on the Infield Range Chart on the bottom right.  

All runners held on first base unless the defensive manager specifies otherwise, or a runner is on second 

base. 

 

 

 
 

TEAM NEWS: 

Announced on twitter this morning was the news a new manager will be joining the ranks of the ABL in 
2018.  It’s our 2nd expansion team slated to begin play next season.  Joe Parisi completed the 
developmental plan and is expansion application has been accepted.  Joe will become the 36th manager in 



ABL history when he rolls his first game next February.  Joe will set up camp in Oakland, California and 
his club will be known as the East Bay Grease playing their home games in hitter friendly New York’s 
Yankee Stadium.  The Grease logo is currently in the preliminary stages.  
 
If a former manager is considering returning to the ABL for next season, please request an expansion 
application to reactivate your franchise before November 15th.  Your franchise will officially be re-
activated once the league fee is paid in full. 
 
If any manager plans on not participating in the ABL next season, please let the Commish know as soon 
as possible for planning purposes.  Please leave the league in good standing so you may return in the 
future if you desire to do so.   
 
 

 
 
 

ABL 2017-2018 OFF-SEASON VOTING:   
Send in your proposals for rule changes to be voted on in the off-season.  Please remember the process for 
adding new rule ideas to the voting agenda. 
 
Each manager may petition for rule changes or additions as amendments to this rulebook by submitting 

proposals to the Commish.   

 

1. The Commish will decide to add the proposal to the agenda as a Commish sponsored proposal.  

2. Reject the proposal based on the best interest of the league clause  

3. Send the proposal to the review board (Greg Dietzen, Casey Allen, and Len Saaf) for majority 

approval.   

 

All submitted proposals must be submitted by October 15th at 8 p.m. est. 

  
 

 
 
SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Taking a week off due to an elbow injury. 

 

 



 
 
RULES OF THE GAME: 

Since the 2014 season the issue of teams tanking in the ABL to increase their draft position the following 
season has been a hot topic in the league office.  Each season it seems managers are getting a bit bolder 
on their approach on playing to win games down the stretch.  I’ve decided this topic isn’t good for the 
league moving forward and needed to be addressed.  I’ve added a new section to the 2018 ABL Rulebook 
that specifically calls out the fact managers should attempt to manage to win but rebuilding is acceptable 
and encourages managers to improve your club for the future.  
 
The new section in the Rulebook: 
Tanking vs. Rebuilding 

The ABL will not tolerate teams tanking when managers decide to blatantly manage games with the 

intention of losing.  Managers are encouraged to rebuild their clubs by making trades for the future by 

trading off veteran players and acquiring draft picks or players that will help the club the following 

season.  Examples of tanking include not playing your best players, not pinch hitting in obvious 

situations, and making several decisions that are a very low percentage of success.  Managers resting 

their players in a blow out or late in the season after a playoff spot has been locked up is not viewed as 

tanking.  Legitimate rebuilding is acceptable but any hint of losing games for personal gain will be 

punished by incentive points, losing draft picks, and potential removal from the league.  The Commish 

will handle each situation on case by case basis. 

 
Another change is a major rule decision for the 2019 draft.  I’ve decided to curtail teams playing for the 
number one pick as several teams have stated recently either publicly or attempting to do so with certain 
roster moves a change was needed.  This change will not affect the upcoming 2018 draft next season but 
will go into effect in 2019.  Will it totally solve the issue?  Time will tell.  After working with several 
other Commissioners on this topic I don’t think there is a perfect plan but most feel this is a good step in 
keeping teams motivated to win their games.   
 
Free Agent Draft:  Starting with the 2019 Draft 

To be held sometime in January/February on a weekend.  The draft will be open to all positions.  In 

the first round, a draft lottery will be conducted to determine the draft position for the first three draft 

picks.  Expansion teams and teams that didn’t qualify for the playoffs will take part in the lottery.  

Teams that qualify for a one game showdown will not be eligible for the draft lottery.  If less than three 

teams are eligible for the draft lottery, the draft lottery will be reduced to the number of remaining 

eligible teams.   

 

Existing teams included in the lottery will be given two entries into the draft lottery.  Expansion teams 

will be given one entry into the draft lottery.  The draft lottery drawing will be conducted at the annual 

off-season Winter Meetings.   

 

The remaining first round order will continue with non-playoff teams in reverse order of finish 

followed by the expansion teams.  Then the playoff teams in reverse order of finish in the playoffs.  If a 

team joins the league after the draft lottery, that team will be before playoff teams. 



 

The draft order for the remainder of the draft will be in the traditional format.  The expansion teams 

receive the first pick of the second round.  If there are multiple expansion teams, the teams will rotate 
draft order each round.  Then followed by the non-playoff teams in reverse order of finish.  Then playoff 
teams in reverse order of finish in the playoffs will complete the remaining rounds draft order.  Teams 
will have a two-minute time limit on draft picks.  There will be a mandatory one-minute between picks 
for all rounds.  Once a manager announces their draft pick selection, the pick is final regardless if a card 
mistake is noticed after the announcement.  Each team will select till they have reached a total of 30 
players and pitchers in the draft.  Teams will not be allowed to trade players and draft picks during the 
draft. 
 

 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Submit one recap of one of the practice games to be included in Around the Diamond. 
4. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
5. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
6. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 
RECAPS OF ABL DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN BASEBALL: 

Recap written by ABL Developmental Manager:  Joe Parisi 

 

Titusville (Joe) vs. Manahawkin (Michael) 

 

Remember this game as the one that precipitated the Chris Sale birther movement – we know 

March 30, 1989 in Lakeland, FL is just disinformation.  The man was born August 26, 2017 in 



Titusville, FL.  Sale took the mound for Titusville interim manager JP (first game at the helm.  

Yikes!) against Manahawkin in a warm, overcast day game.  M skipper, MS, selected whom other 

than “Big Sexy” to take the mound for this big game?  As a whacky aside, this game was one-of-a-

kind in that a man named Evan Longoria started at 3B for both teams.  Because he’s such a 

reasonable guy, he kindly hit one HR for each manager.  In fact, the first score was a Longoria blast, 

putting M up 1-0 in the top of the second.  However, the bottom of the second would define the 

afternoon.  The evil twin Longoria hit a two run homer after a Cespedes single, followed by a 

Grandal solo shot, a Sale single and a Zobrist zinger over the left field wall.  4-1 T at this point.  The 

rest was “smooth Saleing” for Titusville.  An Aaron Hicks walk followed by a Votto RBI double was 

all M could muster in the remaining innings.   Meanwhile, Sale went 3-4 at the plate, including a 

double that introduced Aaron Hicks’ right shoulder to the Titusville right field wall (crazy play). 

Hicks would leave the game after a valiant effort, and will miss the next four games, unfortunately.  

Oh, back to Sale, but on the mound this time.  He pitched a complete game, giving up only 4 hits and 

striking out 13.  In fact, Sale got better as the game progressed - he did not give up a hit against the 

beefy M lineup after the fifth, striking out 7 in the last three innings, including the side in the 9th to 

finish the game. 

 

Fun fact: Odubel Herrera (M) and Edwin Encarnacion (T) combined for 7 strikeouts in this contest.  

What do they have in common?  Herrera once threw the ball into the stands after catching a routine 

fly (EF, CF) with only one out.  Encarnacion was on first, and was given two bases per MLB rules.   

 

Final score: T:6  M: 2 

 

T:   W-Sale (9) 

M:  L-Colon (5) 

       Garcia (1) 

       Jansen (1) 

       Benoit (1) 

 

Pedroia injured for rest of this game only 

Hicks out 4 more games   
 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

8/23 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Zach Davies and called up Martin Perez. 
 
8/25 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Tony Watson and called up C.J. Cron. 
 
9/3 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down Bartolo Conlon and called up Hanely Ramirez. 
 
9/5 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down C.J. Cron, Matt Szczur and called up Tony Watson, Ryan 
Dull. 
 



9/6 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Felix Hernandez and called up Joe Blanton. 
 
9/7 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Jackie Bradley and called up Jake Barrett. 
 
 
 

 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

J. Wilson(Suspended) ORL  5  GM-180  16 
F. Hernandez  TA  4  PLAY-1  RD1-GM1 
B. Moss  TA  2  GM-178  16 
 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Long Beach at Chesapeake Bay 

Cats hold on to edge Fish with help from Perez throwing error  
Game # 1 
Perez vs. Lester 
Perez got the call form the taxi team trying to end the Starfish three game skid.  Cats struck first in the 
bottom of the 2nd inning on a one out 2 RBI double from Tyler Saladino.  The Cats played some “Buck 
Ball” and sent Ozuna from first base but he was gunned down by Robbie Grossman.  C-bay added two 
more in the 4th aided by a bad throwing error from Perez on the bump.  Ozuna hit a single and a Turner 
ground ball was thrown away.  After a walk and Lester strikeout the inning would have been 
over.  Dexter Fowler delivered the two out gcf single to plate two for a 4-0 lead.  Meanwhile Cats starter 
Jonnie Lester was allowing a few singles but limiting the damage.  In inning four through seven he 
allowed three total base runners.  The Starfish finally got to him in the 8th as Ian Desmond led off with a 
solo bomb.  Flores ripped an RBI double and Grossman smacked an RBI single to make it a one run 
game.  Perez batted for himself to lead off the 9th since he has a #8 batting card and ground out to second 
base.  Chapman was summoned from the bullpen and the next two batters were retired as Desmond just 
missed a home run with a long fly to center.    
 
Line of the game:  

Fowler  4-AB 2-H 2-RBI 1-SB 
 



                     R  H  E  LOB 

LBI   000  000  030  3  9  1  7 

C-Bay 020  200  00X  4  6  1  6 

 

Pitching 
Long Beach Island 
L  Perez  8.0 
 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 

C-Bay 
W  Lester  8.1 
S  Chapman  .2 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Cats win see/saw battle on Salad Home Run 
Game # 2 
Kluber vs. Darvish 
Battle of the team’s aces as Cats jump on Klubot first in the first inning on a V-Mart two run homer after 
a HBP.  Fish return the favor in the 3rd as Bryant went deep on a 3 run blast after a HBP.  Fish holding 
onto a 3-2 lead till the bottom of the 3rd inning.  Yu Darvish helped his own cause by launching a solo 
homer over the wall in right field.  Yu became the 6th pitcher in ABL history to hit a long ball and the first 
since Lance McCullers went deep for the Fish last season against T-Ville.  An interesting note Skibby 
noticed in the Yearbook was that every time a pitcher went deep his team won the game.  Long Beach 
Island did their best to reverse that trend.  Cats took a 4-3 lead in the 6th inning after two errors by Garcia 
and Murphy allowed a Turner Sac Fly to plate Correa.  Fish roared back with an RBI single in the 7th 
inning to tie the game from Alex Dickerson.  Fish took the lead in the 8th inning on a Molina RBI single 
aided by two Cat errors for a 5-4 lead.  Bottom of the 8th, after Familia struck out Correa the Fish brought 
in the lefty Buchter.  Pinch hitter Ozuna ripped a double and then Turner was lifted for Tyler 
Saladino.  Salad hit a deep drive needing a 93 and luck was on the Cats’ side as a 95 was rolled and the 
ball went over the fence.  Matt Bush started the 9th for the Cats allowing a single after two K’s.  Chapman 
was brought in to face Bryant and struck him out to end the game. 
 
Line of the game:  

Darvish 3-AB 1-R 1-H 1-RBI 1-HR  
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

LBI   003  000  110  5  6  2  6 

C-Bay 200  011  020  6  7  2  5 

 

Pitching 
LBI 
Kluber  6.0 
Familia  1.1 
L  Buchter  .2 
 
Injuries: 



None 
 

C-Bay 
Darvish  7.2 
W  Ross  .1 
Bush  .2 
S  Chapman  .1 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Skib, thanks for rolling over to the league office.  Enjoyed rolling and the baseball chatter.  Commish 
 

 

Ocracoke at Mudville 

gm1  
Maeda vs Cole 
The Blackbeard's started things off early scoring 2 in the first via 2 rbi singles from Trumbo and 
Szczur. The Nine would tie it right back up with a 2 rbi double off the bat of team MVP Justin 
BOUUUURR. 2 innings later the Nine scored 8 runs via 2 rbi doubles (Drury, Leon) 3 rbi singles 
(Cole, Mazara, Trout) and a 3 run Home in from Bour. Cole pithed a solid 6 innings allowing 4 
runs. The Nina scored again in the bottom of the 5th via a solo home run from Mazara. The top 
of the 6th the Beards scored 1 run via rbi single from Posey. The 7th the Beards scored 2 more 
runs via rbi single from Szczur and rbi double from Cabrera. The Nine would score 2 more runs 
with 2 rbi singles from Bour and Franco. In the 9th Joc would hit a solo home run and then 2 
batters latter Cabrera would line out to the SS to end the game. Mudville win 13-6 
 
Pitching  
Orcacoke 
L-Maeda 5ip 
Andriese 3ip 
 
Mudville  
W-Cole 6ip 
Stripling 1ip 
Baez 1ip 
Rondon 1ip 
 
Home runs  
Bour, Mazara, Pederson 
 
Injuries 
none 
 
gm2  
Griffin vs Arrieta 
Just like game 1 the Beards scored first in the first with a rbi single from Trumbo. And just like 
game 1 the Nine would tie it up with a solo home run from Mazara. The Nine could not get 
anything going after the solo home run as Griffin would go 7 innings allowing 3 hits and striking 
out 12. The Beards scored 1 run in the 3rd via a rbi double from Srhimpf. in the top of the 
5th the Beards scored again wen Arrieta lost his accuracy walking Pederson. The next inning 



the Beards scored 1 more run when Griffin hit a rbi double. The Orcacoke bullpen pitched 2 
solid innings getting the win and splitting the series. 4-1 Blackbeard's win. 
 
Pitching  
Orcacoke  
W-Griffin 7ip 
Reed 1ip 
S-Kimbrel 
 
Mudville  
L-Arrieta 9ip 
 
Home runs  
Mazara 
 
injuries  
none  
 
Great series. I had fun rolling and good luck in the playoffs Duran. 
 
La Jolla at Syracuse 
Well, this is not where the Hazard expected to be at this point in the season.  3 games out of a 
playoff spot with 4 games left on the slate.  Name change and relocation imminent.  Looking 
back on the season of close games that they always seemed to be on the wrong end of. 
 
The Hazard would welcome the Juggernauts into Syracuse with their backs against the wall, 
needing to win to keep any breath at all in their playoff hopes the Hazard would turn to longtime 
familiar face Cole Hamels.  La Jolla would look to put the dagger in the heart of Coop and his 
band of misfits with Jeremy Hellickson.  Things would look bleak quick for the Hazard, with two 
outs and a runner on 2nd base Hamels would yield an rbi base hit to Carlos Beltran, a walk to 
Evan Gattis and then would plunk Jose Abreu (Abreu wouldn't be able to shake it off, have to be 
removed from the game and this would force La Jolla to lose their DH) to load the bases.  After 
getting the news that he was going to have to play the field and not get the half day, Albert Poo-
holes unloaded his frustration on a Cole Hamels offering in the form of a grand slam.  The 
Hazard have always had a mantra of "If you're going to go down big, do it early" because it 
leaves them plenty of time to claw back into a game.  This game was no exception.  Jose Altuve 
would lead off with a double, come home on a Miggy double and Miggy would come in on a 
Ryan Braun double.  Hamels would hold La Jolla in check in the top of the 2nd and the Hazard 
would pepper in another double (Wilson Ramos this time) and he would score on the bat of the 
timeless Ichiro to pull the score to 5-3 in the 2nd.  In the top of the 3rd Carlos Beltran would 
smack a double of his own and would be plated on a Pujols single.  The Hazard would waste no 
time getting that run back as Miggy and Corey Seager would lead off the 3rd with back to back 
doubles to pull the Hazard back within 2 at 6-4.  The Hazard would come out in the bottom of 
the 4th with some ferocity in their eyes and some fire in their loins.  Anthony Rendon would lead 
off with a tater to make it 6-5, then a Tuve double, Yelich walk and Miggy Miggy Miggy can't you 
see a single right now would satisfy me!  Miggy gets the gcf single to plate Altuve and this game 
is tied.  With two outs and two aboard Jorge Soler, playing because Braun fouled a ball off his 
toe in the third, would get into one and be welcomed to Syracuse!  The Soler Eclipse blocks out 
the sun and gives the Hazard a 9-6 lead!  The Hazard would lead off the bottom of the 5th 
adding to the lead with a Wilson "Taken" Ramos solo shot.  He doesn't have a lot of money, but 
what he does have is a very particular set of skills..... Speaking of skills after the 1st inning 



outpouring the Cole Hamels and the Hazard bullpen were able to keep the Jugs quiet allowing 
only one more run in the 3rd.  The Hazard ride the bullpen to a 10-6 comeback victory. 
 
PIT 
LJ 
Hellickson - L - 4 IP 
Blevins - 2 IP 
Quackenbush - 1 IP 
Rodriguez - 1 IP 
 
CUSE 
Hamels - W - 7 IP 
Strickland - 1 IP 
Iglesias - 1 IP 
 
HR 
LJ 
Pujols 
 
CUSE 
Rendon 
Soler 
Ramos 
 
SB 
LJ 
Gordon 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
No Errors 
 
INJ 
LJ 
Abreu (HBP, out for game) 
 
CUSE 
Braun (out for game) 
 
 
AMONGST BENCH CLEARING BRAWL SCHERZER STAYS RED HOT SINCE RETURN 
 
In a dream matchup of postseason/end of season starters Max Scherzer would make his 
second start since coming home against Clayton Kershaw a perennial nightmare matchup for 
every team.  The Hazard would breathe a sigh of relief when, tell me if you've heard this one, 
Albert Pujols came up with the bases loaded in the top of the first.  Last game this resulted in a 
grand slam the put the hazard in comeback mode.  This game Scherzer would entice the inning 
ending double play to keep La Jolla off the board.  With two outs in the bottom of the 1st Miggy 
would continue his late season drive for MVP consideration putting the Hazard on the board 
with a solo shot.  In the top of the 2nd Scherzer would plunk Yasiel Puig The Destroyer and 



Puig would not be able to continue.  This was already Scherzer's 2nd hit batter, a plot point that 
may come up later.  In the bottom of the 3rd Corey Seager would hang in there against Kershaw 
and smack a double, he would be driven in two batters later by the Big Mig via a single to push 
the Hazard lead to 2-0.  Top of the 4th and Evan Gattis would hit one over the head of center 
fielder Jake Smolinski for a lead off triple.  The Hazard would bring the infield in trying to protect 
the run, Pujols would send a hard grounder to Seager, who would smother it, hold Gattis and 
make the play to get Pujols.  Runner still on third, infield still in and Carlos Beltran would send a 
hard shot to Miggy.  Miggy flashes some leather checks Gattis and flips to Scherzer covering 
the bag to keep the Jugs off the board.  Jose Abreu would ground out to SS to end the 
inning.  In the bottom of the 4th some possible retaliation for the hit batters, Kershaw gets one 
into Jorge Soler's ribs.  Both teams start jawing and tensions are high.  In the bottom of the 7th 
Soler would lead off with a single, followed by Seager's second double of the game putting 
runners on 2nd and third with no one out.  La Jolla would pull their infield in to keep the run from 
scoring and Kershaw would show that he didn't their help with a big K to Altuve.  Infield still in 
with one out and Ryan Braun would rip one up the middle to Bogaerts who would not get to it 
quickly enough being drawn in, Soler and Seager would both score to push the Hazard lead to 
4-0.  In the top of the 8th another one gets away from Ol' Blue Eye Scherzer plunks Xander 
Bogaerts and X-man has had enough of this crap for one day.  He charges the mound, 
Scherzer goes with the tried and true "Windmill of fists" attack while Bogaerts just keeps 
threatening to deliver a Stone Cold Stunner.  Both are ejected for being morons.  The Hazard 
bullpen would step in where Scherzer left off, not doing the "Windmill of fists" just in the not 
allowing any runs part and the Hazard bats would add one more via a Jake Smolinski double 
and a Jorge Soler? So There! rbi single.  Hazard would take this one 5-0. 
 
PIT 
LJ 
Kershaw - L - CG - 9 IP 
 
CUSE 
Scherzer - W - 7 1/3 IP 
Jones - 2/3 IP 
Kintzler - 1 IP 
 
HR 
LJ 
none 
 
CUSE 
Miggy 
 
No SB 
 
No ERR 
 
INJ 
LJ 
Puig (HBP, out for game) 
 
CUSE 
none 
 



Scherzer and Bogaerts both ejected for being morons and forced to take "Women's self 
defense" classes to learn how to not embarass themselves during fights in the future.  Plot 
twist:  class is taught by Floyd "I Beat My Wife and Everyone Else Who Opposes Me" 
Mayweather who doesn't want women to defend themselves so all Scherzer and Bogaerts 
learned was how to have dinner on the table when yo' man gets home from work... 
 
Good luck in the season Finale Kevin, maybe we'll see you for a one game showdown! 
 
 
Albany at Titusville 

Game One 
Albany 8 Titusville 3 
Jon Gray got off on the wrong foot in the bottom of the first, when Evan Longoria lifted one out of the 
park to lead things off for the Perfectos. That seems to have pissed off Gray, who proceeded to bitch-slap 
Titusville for the remainder of the game, allowing only two more hits and one walk, and striking out 12. 
Gray faced only four over the minimum. Matt Carpenter hit a three-run homer in the fourth to highlight 
the Lo-Sox offense, as Albany cruised to victory. 
 

                 R  H  E LOB 
ALB 001 400 400  8 13  0 11 

TV  100 000 020  3  3  1  1 
  

TV PITCHING 
Iwakuma 5 (LOSS) 
Lorenzen 2 
Kontos 1 
Gregerson 1 
 
ALB PITCHING 
Gray 9 (WIN) 
 
INJURIES: Contreras 1 game (HBP) 
 

 
Game Two 
Albany 6 Titusville 2 
Game two had the look of a good game early. Through three innings it was tied 2-2, with all runs coming 
on solo home runs. But Matt Carpenter continued his blazing hot series with another three-run tater in the 
fifth to break it open. That followed a solo round-tripper in the third, for a total of three four-baggers in 
the series for Carp. Again, the Albany pitching staff shut down the Perfectos, and allowed only four hits 
and no runs over the last seven innings, completing the wipe-out sweep of Titusville. 
 

                 R  H  E LOB 
ALB 011 030 100  6 11  1  7 

TV  110 000 000  2  7  0  7 
  

TV PITCHING 
Hendricks 5 (LOSS) 
Harris 2 
Gregerson 2 
 



ALB PITCHING 
Rusin 6.1 (WIN) 
Barraclough 1 
Bedrosian 0.2 
Melancon 1 
 
 
INJURIES: none 
 

Nice ass-whuppin’, Bro. 
 
 

Tallahassee at Orlando 

Tally visits Orlando, can the Sharks keep the streak against the Terriers alive? 
 
Game 163 Hernandez for Tally vs Lackey for Orlando. 
Bottom of the first and Hamilton leads off with a 1b steals 2nd and Peraza brings him home. with a 
double, Simmons then gets the gcf 2-0 Sharks. Bottom of the 2nd newly acquired David Ross goes yard 
on his first ABL pitch this year, Hamilton gets on and swipes 2nd again, but is stranded.. 3-0. But Tallly 
would fight back, scoring 3 in the 3rd off back to back doubles 3-3 after 3.Top of the 4th gets crazy as 
Lackey throws inside to Henrandez and plunks him, Hernandez charges the mound and Lackey hits him 
hard with a right, knocking him out cold, (out for 4 games) Lackey and Hernandez ejected and ump warns 
no more bean ball...  Ross hits another hr inthe 4th and the Sharks get one more in the 5th, Former Terrier 
Neil Walker jacks a solo shot. 5-3. Top of the 6th Gyorko gets a bomb and it is a one run game. Then 
Simmons commits a fatal error in th thop of th 8th, it causes and unearned run on the sac fly to tie the 
game. So as we head to extra the pitchers have behaved themselves, neither team can score and Tally is 
down ot their last pitcher, in Colome. He comes in and with one out and Peraza on 2nd he plunks ph 
Calhoun. he is immediately ejected and suspension will come. Walker licks his chops as Wellington 
Castillo, the back up cather comes in to pitch, his first pitch is drilled to cf for a double and the win. 
Sharks take it 6-5. If Simmons had fielded that ball cleanly, Tally would not be in dire straits for game 2.  
 
Sharks win 6-5 
 
PITCHING 
TALLY 
Hernandez 3ip, Diekman 2ip, Torres 1ip, Cervenka 1ip, LAw 1ip, Colome 1/3ip, Castilla 0ip (L) 
ORL 
Lackey 3 2/3ip, Logan 2 1/3ip, Rondon 1ip, Gearrin 1ip, Casilla 1ip (W) 
 
INJURIES 
Tally Hernandez 4 games 
 
HR  
Ross 2 
Walker 1 
Gyorko 1 
 
SB 
HAmilton 2 
 
HBP 



Hernandez (Lackey) 
Calhoun (Colome) 
 
game 164 .. A sweep means Orlando has a wide open road to playing a spoiler in a one game showdown.. 
Porcello vs Nola 
Segura gets a solo shot in the first and then Hamilton stretches aq doubel to a triple and is brought home 
by Peraza, 1-1 after one. Moss goes yard in the 2nd inning for a 2-1 lead for Tally. Then a 3 run bomb by 
Gyorko, in the 3rd tally up 5-1. So Orlando plays small ball and get 3 of their own runs, a 2 rbi double for 
Adams is the highlight. 5-4. Tally adds runs in the 5th and 6th helped by a wild pitch and som good base 
hits and it's 7-4. Porcello goes 8 full before he is knocked out of the game in the 9th and Torres comes in 
with Pitcher Robertson on 1st Hamitlon hit and run, gets thrown out at first but moves robertson, and 
Rookie of the year/possible unsung hero candidate Peraza gets the rbi, 7=5, Sharks coming back. except 
Buck gets real aggressive on the hit and run and Simmons strikes out, wth??? really.... peraza not even 
close at 2nd and game over. Tally earns the split and does NOT get swept by the Sharks for the first time 
in regular season history.  final 7-5 Tally. 
 
PITCHING 
Tally 
Porcello 8ip (W) 
Torres 1ip (S) 
ORLANDO 
Nola 5 1/3ip (L) 
Rondon 2/3ip 
Gearrin 1ip 
Guerra 1ip 
Robertson 1ip 
 
HBP 
Ruiz (Nola) 
Rizzo (Rondon) 
 
WP  
Nola 
 
no sb 
 
HR 
Segura  
Moss 
Gyorko 
 
Injuries  
Moss crashes into wall out 2 games.  
 
Thanks Don great time talking as always. Good luck next week. maybe we will have a showdown, if not 
go get them.  

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Darvish  Rest 4 games 
Greinke  Rested 
Guerra  Rest 1 game 
Strasburg Rest 2 games  
Lester  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Chapman must REST in game one 
Bush pitched in one game 
Ross pitched in one game 
 

Tallahassee 
Porcello Rest 4 games 
Bauer  Rested 
Nolasco Rest 1 game 
Straily  Rest 2 games 
Hernandez Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Law must REST in game one 
Torres must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
 

Orlando 
Nola  Rest 4 games 
Pomeranz Rested 
Fulmer  Rest 1 game 
Ray  Rest 2 games 
Lackey  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
J. Wilson  Suspended till game two 
Logan must REST in game one 
Casilla must REST in game one 
Rondon must REST in game one 
Gearin must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Robertson pitched in one game 
Guerra pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Hendricks Rest 4 games 
Sale  Rested 
Estrada  Rest 1 game 
Wright  Rest 2 games 
Iwakuma Rest 3 games 



Bullpen: 
Harris must REST in game one 
Gregerson must REST in game one 
 

Mudville 
Arrieta  Rested 
Zimmerman  Rested 
Friedrich Rest 1 game  
Manaea  Rest 2 games 
Cole  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

Long Beach Island 
Kluber  Rest 4 games 
Carrasco Rested 
J. Fernandez Rest 1 game 
Price  Rest 2 games 
Perez  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Buchter pitched in one game 
Familia pitched in one game 
 

Syracuse 
Scherzer Rest 4 games 
Verlander Rested 
Eickhoff Rest 1 game 
Quintana Rest 2 games 
Hamels  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Jones pitched in one game 
Kintzler pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Griffin  Rest 4 games 
deGrom Rested  
Bumgarner Rest 1 game 
Lewis  Rest 2 games  
Maeda  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Reed pitched in one game 
Kimbrel pitched in one game 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 4 games 
Cueto  Rested 
Hill  Rest 1 game  
Shoemaker Rest 2 games 
Hellickson Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Rested 



 

Albany 
Rusin  Rest 4 games 
Chatwood Rested 
Syndergaard Rested 
Martinez Rest 2 games 
Gray  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Bedrosian pitched in one game 
Barraclough pitched in one game 
Melancon pitched in one game 
 
 

 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

 

Week 16 - Series Previews 

WEEK 16 SEP 8 - SEP 17 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

171 OCRACOKE ALBANY DURAN MICHAEL AL DAY

172 OCRACOKE ALBANY DAY

173 LONG BEACH LA JOLLA SKIBBY KEVIN AL DAY

174 LONG BEACH LA JOLLA DAY

175 TITUSVILLE MUDVILLE LENNY CASEY NL DAY

176 TITUSVILLE MUDVILLE DAY

177 CHESAPEAKE BAY TALLAHASSEE COMMISH DON JR. NL DAY

178 CHESAPEAKE BAY TALLAHASSEE DAY

179 ORLANDO SYRACUSE BUCK COOP AL DAY

180 ORLANDO SYRACUSE DAY

END OF THE REGULAR SEASON



 

Would you look at that?  It’s week 16 already.  The last week of the regular season.  Where as 

many as 4 teams will be sent packing and preparing for 2018 while the rest duke it out in hopes 

of coming out on top and taking the Bambino Cup home.  Well not really home, but you know 

what I mean.  Putting their name on the cup!  There is it!  Sheesh. 

 

So this week’s previews will look a little different than the past several weeks.  Since 

mathematically speaking every team has at least a shot of dancing in … September?  I mean 

we play until October, but anywho.  Previews will be different this week.  So strap in, get 

pumped, and get ready to have the final week’s series previewed!! 

 

As I was working on this, I came to a realization.  The Best Case Scenario, as concocted by me, 

within this preview, is that EIGHT of ten teams could make the playoffs.  It is conceivable that 

this happens, and it will be referred to herein as Complete Chaos.  I am a personal rooter for 

Complete Chaos.  Because this season hasn’t been screwy enough, we need EIGHT teams in 

the postseason for SIX actual spots. 

 

Series One - Ocracoke Blackbeards (20-14) vs. Albany Lo-Sox (19-15) 

 

Both of these teams punched their respective playoff ticket last week.  So what’s on tap for this 

week?  Well, why not just a shot at each of their first division titles… 

 

Ocracoke -  What Do They Need To Do….To Win The Division? → WIN A GAME!  It’s that 

damn simple.  Win one game and they clinch the American Division.  If the Blackbeards 

manage to sweep the series, and both Titusville and C-Bay get swept, they MAY (I don’t know 

how the tiebreakers work out) be eligible for home field throughout.  They’d at least be tied for 

the best record in the league.   

 

This moment has been a long time coming for the manager and fans of the Blackbeards 

organization.  The first division title is always the sweetest, and if they get this one, all those 

moves that many (including myself) were critical of, paid off. 

 

Okay, maybe not ALL of them.  But who am I to talk? 

 

One question I may want answered is would the Blackbeards be the first team in ABL history to 

win a division title with a negative run differential?   

 

Albany - What Do They Need To Do...To Win The Division? → JUST WIN BABY!  However, 

unlike the Blackbeards, the Lo-Sox need to win TWO games to take the division title.  A little 

harder to go in and know you NEED to sweep or you’re playing in a one game playoff.  The Lo-

Sox did take care of business against the first place Perfectos last week, so it wouldn’t be 

completely outlandish to think that the Lo-Sox are capable of pulling off such a feat.   

 



While not uncommon for an expansion team to make the playoffs, it is rare for one to win the 

division.  While there were some holdovers from the Pelicans, I don’t believe the Pels are the 

reason this team is fighting for a division title in year one of the Lo-Sox.   

 

Series Two - Long Beach Island Starfish (16-18) vs. La Jolla Juggernaut (17-17) 

 

They kicked off the season, and now they wrap it up, only this time there’s a whole lot more 

pressure. 

 

Long Beach Island - What Do They Need To Do...To Make The Postseason? → Well, hoping 

that Carlos Carrasco continues his dominance of the JUGGERNAUT in 2017 would be a good 

start.  He’s gone 19 innings and allowed zero runs by my count so far.  Jose Fernandez pitching 

like his (after) life depends on it would be nice too.  LBI needs to sweep La Jolla to get into the 

playoffs, and since the ‘fish are 1-7 since Summer Slam kicked off, that’s an awfully tall order 

and a lot to expect.   

 

La Jolla - What Do They Need To Do...To Make The Postseason? → Is figure out Carlos 

Carrasco the wrong answer?  They need to win one, and they’re dancin for consecutive 

seasons. They struggled last week against the Hazard, which put them in this position to begin 

with.  It’s hard to count on the JUGGERNAUT struggling consecutive weeks, as I’m fairly certain 

a 4 game losing streak would be their longest of the year, and it’s hard to count on those… 

 

...unless you’re LBI playing in August.  Then it happens all the time. 

 

The JUGGERNAUT also represent a similar anomaly as the Blackbeards, a team with a 

negative run differential making the playoffs if they get there.  What a weird year it’s been in the 

ABL… 

 

Series Three - Titusville Perfectos (22-12) vs. Mudville Nine (12-22) 

  

The team on top of the division for so long (Titusville) facing off against the Nine, a team with a 

hope of getting that last playoff spot (IT COULD HAPPEN)  

 

Titusville - What Do They Need To Do...To Win The Division? → The easiest way would be to 

win more games this week than C-Bay does.  Then we can all say, without a doubt, Tittyville 

won the most games therefore wins the division.  If they end up tied, well, I don’t know what 

happens then.  I know T-Ville won Summer Slam, so if that’s the indication, T-Ville will STILL 

win the division. 

 

First up, Mudville, who might be looking to play spoiler.  The Nine played the Blackbeards hard 

last week, and at this point, what do they have to lose by winning some games? 

 



Also remember, every time the Perfectos hit another home run, they broke the single season 

home run record, so it should be celebrated as such.  Hands in the air and an simple 

announcement will suffice. 

 

Mudville - What Do They Need To Do...To Make The Postseason? → This is the first 

complicated road to the postseason.  Step one: Sweep the Perfectos.  If they don’t sweep this 

week, they’re done, and waiting on the Sharks to see who picks 1-1 in 2018.  Step two: Hope C-

Bay sweeps Tallahassee.  This happened a few weeks ago as well, so not completely out of the 

realm of possibilities. 

 

If Step one AND Step two happen, it’s postseason time, with a one game playoff against 

Tallahassee, then the possibility of the wild card game against the team that doesn’t win the 

division.  It’d be a long, hard road to the Cup, but it would be the greatest underdog story ever 

told in the ABL! 

 

Series Four - Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (22-12) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (14-20) 

 

I feel like I previewed this two weeks ago.  OH WAIT I DID. 

 

Chesapeake Bay - What Do They Need To Do...To Win The Division? → The easiest way 

would be to win more more games than Titusville.  Sound familiar?  It should.  Happens when 

you’re tied going into the last week of the season… 

 

If my knowledge of their series’ this year is correct, this is likely the only way C-Bay can win the 

division.  So they’re probably pretty big Mudville fans right now.  Hoping the Leprechaun has 

some more magic left in that roller of his.  Just roll ones and twos lil buddy… 

 

C-Bay did take care of the Terriers a few weeks ago, and after slam have gone on a 4 game win 

streak.  What’s one more week of streaking to maybe avoid the wild card game? 

 

Tallahassee - What Do They Need To Do...To Avoid Complete Chaos? → The key is in the 

hands of the Legend.  If they win one game, all of this is moot, they are in the wild card game, 

Mudville and Orlando are out.  But if they don’t...this is the scenario they cause… 

 

IF Mudville and Orlando both sweep their series, all five NL teams make the postseason.  Two 

of the Mudville/Orlando/Tallahassee trio will face off in a one game playoff.  Winner faces the 

team that wasn’t in the first game.  Winner of THAT then plays in the Wild Card game.  As a 

baseball fan (and lover of complete chaos) I am hoping for this scenario.  Why?  It would be fun 

for me!  And for ABL fans everywhere!   

 

IF Tallahassee gets swept and either Mudville or Orlando sweep (but not both) there will only be 

one play in game.  Which means only four NL teams make the postseason, but doesn’t quite hit 

Complete Chaos level.   

 



Series Five - Orlando Sharks (12-22) vs. Syracuse Hazard (16-18) 

 

For the first time this season I’m going to preview both teams together.  Because they need to 

do the same exact thing.  Both Of Them Need To Sweep and since, last I checked the rule 

book, that is impossible, one of these teams will get eliminated no matter what.  Whoever loses 

game one, thanks for playing but umm...as a wise man once said…YA DONE SON!  There’s no 

sugar coating it.  And if you split, well, ya both played ya selves cuz there’s no postseason love 

for either of you.  But here’s what needs to happen for each of these teams to get to the 

postseason if they sweep. 

 

Orlando → You’re counting on the Channel Cats to sweep the Terriers.  Without that, there is no 

one game playoff and potential for a shot at the Wild Card round.  The ‘Cats are on a 4 game 

win streak, and swept the Terriers in week 14, so maybe this is looking good for you.  With that 

sweep, you'd get at least ONE play in game for the playoffs.  Possibly two.  Then a wild 

card...yadda yadda ya.   

 

Syracuse → You’re counting on the Starfish to sweep the JUGGERNAUT.  You swipe the 

JUGGERNAUT last week to put us in this position, but LBI is 1-7 in their last eight.  Pitcher of 

the Year candidate Carlos Carrasco will be on the mound, so maybe there's hope?  You’re 

probably not as confident as Orlando is in this situation.  But, if it happens, you’ll face off against 

LBI in a one game playoff, for the right to play the team that doesn't win the division in the Wild 

Card game and cause all sorts of chaos for everyone! 

 

 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Rogers 
Belt 
Polanco 
Upton 
Hazelbaker 
Broxton 
Lugo 
 
Tallahassee 
Buxton 
Ross 
Archer 
Gray 
Profar 
Semien 



Hernandez 

 

Orlando 
May 
McCann 
Schebler 
Boyd 
Wilson 
Pedroia 
Rodon 
 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Abad 
Gonzalez 
Nunez 
Santana 
Bradley 

 

Mudville 
Joseph 
Velasquez 
Hendriks 
Perez 
Schwarber 
Sardinas 
Brantley 
 

Long Beach Island 
Davies 
Suarez 
Conforto 
Gordon 
Betts 
Marte 
Pollock 
 

Syracuse 
McCutchen 
Giles 
Odorizzi 
Estevez 
Walker 
Samardzija 
Matz 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 
Eibner 
Cron 



Szczur 

Rua 
DeSclafani 
Arcia 
 

La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 

Albany 
Descalso 
Colon 

Dyson 
Casali 
Pagan 
Moore 
Anderson 
 
Enjoy Week 16 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


