
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 13 

8/11/17 

 

BIG STORY:  Every year at Summer Slam week a team or two makes some real noise during the slam 

that propels them for an exciting last couple of play weeks.  The 2017 edition was no different as every 

series had a decided winner by taking three out of four from their opponent.  Titusville and Ocracoke 

stacked claim to first place with two game leads going into the final weeks.  Tallahassee, Albany, and La 

Jolla made their playoff pictures much brighter.  The Terriers having a three-game lead to return to the 

post season and Albany and La Jolla have tied Long Beach Island with a three-game gap from last place 

Syracuse.  The possibility of an extra playoff game continues in the American Division.  Titusville and 

the defending champion Channel Cats locked up the first two playoff spots of the season.  Four playoff 

spots remain with three in the American Division and one in the National Division up for grabs with all 

ten teams fighting in the final six games for a chance to play for the “Bambino Cup”!          

    
 

2017 ABL STANDINGS 

 
NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

X-Titusville 20 10 -- .667 159 128 10-4 10-6 13-5 7-5 

X-Chesapeake Bay 18 12 2 .600 165 140 8-6 10-6 11-5 7-7 

Tallahassee 13 17 7 .433 142 168 6-10 7-7 6-8 7-9 

Orlando  10 20 10 .333 120 151 6-10 4-10 6-10 4-10 

Mudville  10 20 10 .333 151 188 5-11 5-9 3-9 6-8 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

Ocracoke  18 12 -- .600 159 155 6-8 12-4 10-6 8-6 

Long Beach  16 14 2 .533 158 129 6-8 10-6 9-9 7-5 

Albany  16 14 2 .533 147 149 7-7 9-7 9-7 7-7 

La Jolla  16 14 2 .533 138 151 8-8 8-6 7-7 9-7 

Syracuse  13 17 5 .433 172 152 7-9 6-8 5-11 8-6 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins August 11th 

Recap and Score Sheets due August 21st 8 p.m. est. 

 



SCORES 

TV  6  CB  5 

CB  9  TV  8 

TV  7  CB  3 

TV  6  CB  4 

TA  12  MUD  7 

TA  10  MUD  6 

TA  5  MUD  2 

MUD  7  TA  2 

OC  4  LBI  3 

OC  10  LBI  8 

LBI  10  OC  3 

OC  8  LBI  3 

LJ  4  ORL  3  11 Inn. 

LJ  10  ORL  8  10 Inn. 

ORL  2  LJ  1 

LJ  6  ORL  5 

ALB  12  SYR  11 

ALB  8  SYR  6 

SYR  3  ALB  1 

ALB  7  SYR  1 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 

Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   

Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 

Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 

Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    

Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 

 

American Division 

Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   

Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   

Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 

La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 

Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 

  

 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 

Mudville  15 

Titusville  15 

Long Beach Island 15 

La Jolla   15 

Albany   15 

Chesapeake Bay 14 

Syracuse  12 

Ocracoke  12 

Orlando  12 

 



 

 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Can a batter bunt for a hit of the bases are loaded? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  Batters can only bunt for a hit with no runner on first.  All other bunt attempts are 

considered sacrifices.  Bunt ratings are reduced one additional grade when attempting a suicide squeeze 

with less than 2 outs. 

 

2.  If a pitcher leaves the game in the middle of the inning with runners on base and the runners are 

replaced due to a fielder’s choice, are the runs charged to the new pitcher? 

 

ANSWER:  No.  Per MLB Rule 10.16 (g):  When pitchers are changed during an inning, the official 

scorer shall not charge the relief pitcher with any run (earned or unearned) scored by a runner who was on 

base at the time such relief pitcher entered the game, nor for runs scored aby any runner who reaches base 

on a fielder’s choice that puts out runner left on base by any preceding pitcher.  The intent is to charge 

each pitcher with the number of runners he put on base, rather than the individual runners.     

 

3.  Does an error count against a pitcher’s stamina (fatigue)? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  Per the instructions:  If the pitcher allows two baserunners to reach base by a hit, 

unintentional walk, HBP, or error after reaching his stamina number, he becomes exhausted, and may 

not become non-exhausted for the rest of the game. 

 

 

 
 

 

ABL 2017-2018 OFF-SEASON VOTING:   

Send in your proposals for rule changes to be voted on in the off-season.  Please remember the process for 

adding new rule ideas to the voting agenda. 

 

Each manager may petition for rule changes or additions as amendments to this rulebook by submitting 

proposals to the Commish.   

 

1. The Commish will decide to add the proposal to the agenda as a Commish sponsored proposal.  



2. Reject the proposal based on the best interest of the league clause  

3. Send the proposal to the review board (Greg Dietzen, Casey Allen, and Len Saaf) for majority 

approval.   

 

All submitted proposals must be submitted by October 15th at 8 p.m. est. 

  

 

 
 

SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Skibby’s Spotlight - Week 14 - Home Stretch Edition 

 

Good day mates and welcome to another riveting edition of the Spotlight.  Or at least that’s how 

I’m going to market this, to you, the reader.  So strap in for some fun filled baseball banter that 

will...well, I don’t know know what it will do.  Likely make you think a little, make you think I’m 

nuts a lot.  Side effects may cause gas, bloating, diarrhea, and impotence.  Sure you want to 

continue? 

 

So trade deadlines have passed, but MLB keeps making moves.  But Kendrys Morales can’t get 

traded in the ABL?  I'm so confused about these rules.  Someday someone will have to explain 

them to me.  Regardless, some big moves happened (Gray to NY, Darvish to LA) and some big 

moves never materialized (Verlander still in DET, Britton still in BAL, etc).  The Twins even 

bought some, then sold some, and I got really confused.  The Orioles bought, but I don't know 

why.  And someone needs to put a lease on Jerry DiPoto for Christ sake because he made like 

3 trades in less than an hour earlier this week.   

 

Slam also came and went.  Some teams helped themselves (Titusville, Ocracoke, La Jolla, 

Albany, and Tallahassee) and then some teams didn’t (LBI, Syracuse, C-Bay) and two teams 

maybe did a little of both, depending on your outlook on things.  The race for the postseason is 

slowly clearing up, and with 6 games left on the schedule, it should be an exciting run to the end 

of things in 2017. 

 

MLB Notes 

● Mike Trout turned 26 yesterday.  He hit his 1000th hit last night.  Which puts him on 

pace to hit 2000 by the time he reaches 52. 

● Mike Trout missed a few weeks.  He has since climbed back up to 10th in WAR this 

year.  Your favorite player is not safe, he’s going to pick them off one by one and reclaim 



his top spot.  He will win the MVP this year.  He will not be denied.  Crown your runners 

up now. 

● The Dodgers went on a 50 game stretch that hasn’t been done (43-7) since 1912.  

Things were simpler then.  The Dodgers are possibly on a pace to break the single 

season win record.  The Dodgers are having a historic season in the division that will 

likely produce the two NL wild card teams.  It’s not like they’re beating up the NL East.  

Well, they do a few times a year, but not 18+ times each... 

● The Astros have four players with an OPS+ of 165 or better.  No team has ever had four 

players with an OPS+ of 141 or better.  That’s significantly better than the old Murder’s 

Row teams… 

● The Royals have had a really good stretch to, as of right now, tie for the 2nd wild card 

spot.  The bullpen may not be as siiiiiiiiiick as the 2015 version, but the team seems to 

play a similar style. 

● Speaking of the Royals, Mike Moustakas is on pace to 1) break the Royals single 

season home run record, held by Steve Balboni, and 2) become the first Royals hitter to 

hit over 40 home runs in a single season.  With all that BBQ, I’m surprised they couldn’t 

lure a slugger or two there to eat all the BBQ and hit all the home runs.  If it was back in 

the 80’s, coulda given them more coke to keep them slim too… 

● With Kershaw out, is there anyway that Scherzer doesn’t win NL Cy Young? 

● There are days I wish Joey Votto played for a better team.  One that may make the 

postseason. 

● Joey Gallo currently has 20 singles.  And 31 home runs.  Tony Gwynn may literally roll 

over in his grave at that one.  Or at his strikeout rates. 

 

Grim News - It has come to our attention that Internet sensation Jake Mintz, one half of the 

famed Cespedes Family BBQ, may need Tommy John surgery if he is to continue playing 

competitive baseball.  This may explain why Jake went undrafted this year, as the medicals may 

have looked grim.  If Jake decides to go under the knife, he may be the first professional MLB 

tweeter to receive the TJ surgery.  Let’s hope either way for a speedy recovery and that Jake 

and Jordan can continue creating great content for MLB in their own special way. 

 

Peacing Out Early - I know this is a little shorter than usual, but I am about to embark on a 

large project.  It is time to start working on the expansion article!  And to do the best job 

possible, I need to save some nuggets for that.  Also, the boss told us yesterday that we had to 

put in OT this week which cut into my baseball writing time.  Stupid bills having to get paid! 

 

So here’s how this is going to work this year.  Thanks to those beautiful humans that run 

Baseball-Reference, I can download their data to an Excel file. So on Saturday the 12th the 

stats will be “frozen” for this exercise.  And I will, slowly but surely, work towards writing the 

most epic expansion article money can buy!  Please send me 4 easy payments of….oh, I do this 

for free? 

 

Shit.  

 



 

 
 

RULES OF THE GAME: 

 

Plan to return next week after traveling scheduling lightens up.  One area I’m  

 

 

 

 
 

TRANSACTION REPORT: 

7/27 TAXI TEAM:  Long Beach Island sent down Eugenio Suarez. 

 

TRANSACTION DEADLINE 

 

8/6 TAXI TEAM:  Mudville sent down Tommy Joseph, Liam Hendricks, and Carlos Perez and 

called up Nomar Mazara, Zach Duke, and Sandy Leon. 

 

8/7 TAXI TEAM:  Albany sent down Angel Pagan and called up Bartolo Colon. 

 

TAXI TEAM:  Chesapeake Bay sent down Jeremy Hazelbaker, Seth Lugo and called up Junior 

Guerra, Melky Cabrera. 

 

8/9 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Fernando Abad and called up Marco Estrada. 

 

8/10 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Carlos Torres and called up Ricky Nolasco. 

 

 

 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 



PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

C. Carrasco  LBI  4  GM-168  15 

Y. Grandal  TV  2  GM-160  14 

 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Titusville at Chesapeake Bay 

Game One 

Titusville 6 Chesapeake Bay 5 

The co-leaders of the National Division faced off for a crucial series, and the first half of game one was 

an old-fashoned pichers’ duel between Stephen Strasburg of the Channel Cats and the Perfectos’ Steven 

Wright on a hot day by the bay. Through four and a half scoreless innings the TV Steven had allowed 

only two hits, and the CB Stephen had yielded only one. The Cats broke through with a run in the bottom 

of the fifth, but the Perfectos answered with one in the top of the sixth. With both bullpens into the game, 

Titusville broke out in the top of the eighth against Matt Bowman, when Evan Longoria blasted a round-

tripper to score three. Manny Machdo (who is rumored to be good) added a solo shot for a 5-1 lead. In the 

top of the ninth Matt Holliday (who is rumored to be old) led off with a pinch-hit homer that would prove 

to be incredibly valuable insurance. Tyler Thornburg, the ABL save king, came in to pitch the bottom of 

the ninth with a five-run lead. He recorded two outs and hit a batter, and then the wheels came off. Lucroy 

doubled, Ozuna walked, and Jay Bruce singled to load the bases and cut the lead to four. Ben Zobrist then 

air-mailed a throw to first that scored two. Cano then sent a grounder to Longoria, who booted it, 

allowing another run to score and fatiguing Thornburg. With runners on the corners and the lead cut to 

one, Gregerson came in to face pinch hitter Hazelbaker, who lifted a routine fly to center to end the 

comeback. 

 

                 R  H  E LOB 
TV  000 001 041  6  8  3  6 

CB  000 010 004  5  8  0  7 
  

CB PITCHING 

Strasburg 5.1 

Ross 1.2 

Bowman 1 (LOSS) 

 

TV PITCHING 

Wright 6 

Harris 1 (WIN) 

Lorenzen 1 

Thornburg 0.1 

Gregerson 0.1 (SAVE) 

 

INJURIES: none 



 

Game Two 
Chesapeake Bay 9 Titusville 8 

Game two was a knock-down-drag-out affair with lots of offense and four home runs from each club. 

Titusville jumped out to a lead in the first, but C-Bay caught up in the fifth via a two-run dinger from Luis 

Valbuena to make it 4-4. The starters—Lester for the Cats and Iwakuma for T-Ville—were out by the 

seventh, when each team put up a three-spot to make it a 7-7 game. In the bottom of the eighth C-Bay had 

men on second and third with two outs, when Correa hit a clutch single up the middle to give the home 

team a two-run lead. T-Ville’s Grandal led off the top of the ninth with a homer to cut the deficit to one. 

Granderson singled, then was caught stealing in a blatant attempt to negate Chapman’s R symbol. The 

second half of the strategy failed, however, as Chapman struck out the next two batters to preserve the 

win for the Cats. 

 

                 R  H  E LOB 
TV  202 000 301  8 13  1  9 

CB  001 120 32x  9 13  0  7 
  

CB PITCHING 

Lester 6 

Phelps 0.2 

Tazawa 0.1 

Bowman 1 (WIN) 

Chapman 1 (SAVE) 

 

TV PITCHING 

Iwakuma 5 

Harris 1 

Gregerson 1 

Lorenzen 1 (LOSS) 

 

 

INJURIES: Fowler 1 game (HBP) 

 

Game Three 

Titusville 7 Chesapeake Bay 3 

Aces Kyle Hendricks and Yu Darvish faced off for game three. Titusville never trailed, but C-Bay was 

close until late. Titusville plated three in the third via four singles and a walk. C-Bay answered with two 

in the bottom of the frame. By the time both starters had left the game, Titusville held a 4-3 lead. Junichi 

Tazawa entered the game in the top of the ninth and started off by striking out the first two batters. 

Longoria, Encarnacion, and Machado then hit three consecutive doubles and Cespedes singled in 

Machado to put the game in the bag for Titusville. 

 

                 R  H  E LOB 
TV  003 001 003  7 12  0  8 

CB  002 000 100  3 10  1  7 
  

CB PITCHING 

Darvish 5 (LOSS) 

Ross 1 

Phelps 1 

Bush 1 



Tazawa 1 

 

TV PITCHING 

Hendricks 6 (WIN) 

Harris 1 

Kontos 1 

Thornburg 1 

 

 

INJURIES: none 

 

Game Four 
Titusville 6 Chesapeake Bay 4 

The two teams traded home runs over the first four innings for a 4-4 tie. For Titusville, Adam Rosales hit 

a three-run Deep, and C-Bay had solo shots from Fowler, Stanton, and Lucroy. Machado gave the 

Perfectos a two-run lead in the fifth with round-tripper. The bullpens took over, and neither squad allowed 

a run. Titusville’s relief corps was especially effective, with two perfect innings from Gregerson and 1-2-

3 ninth to notch another save for Thornburg. 

 

                 R  H  E LOB 
TV  040 020 000  6 11  0  6 

CB  210 100 000  4  6  0  3 
  

CB PITCHING 

Greinke 5.1 (LOSS) 

Ross 1 

Phelps 0.2 

Bowman 1 

Bush 1 

 

TV PITCHING 

Sale 5 (WIN) 

Gregerson 2 

Lorenzen 1 

Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 

 

INJURIES: Grandal 2 games (Crazy Play 252) 

 

Thanks for hosting, Commish. I enjoyed the chat. 

 

 

Tallahassee at Mudville 

gm1  
Straily vs Manea 
the runs came quickly as the Terriers scored 4 runs in the first via a grand slam by the Todd 
Father. the Nine didn't let that stop them as they matched 4 runs 3 coming off the bat of George 
Springer. Yasmany Tomas would hit a 3 run homer himself in the 2nd inning. Already 11 runs in 
2 innings of the slam. In the bottom of the third the Nine scored 1 run with a gcf single from 
Grichuk. In the top of the 7th the Terriers would score 3 runs from a pinch hit 3 run home run by 
Mr.Lamb. The Nine scored 2 runs them selves in the bottom of the 7th 1 from a solo homer by 



Kipnis and another by a gcf single by Diaz. In the top of the 9th Gyorko hit a 2 run home run 
making the score 12-7 which would be the final . Terriers win 12-7 gm 1 
 
Pitching  
Terriers 
W-Straily 5ip 
Cervankia 1ip 
Blanton 1ip 
Diekman 1ip 
Torres 1ip 
 
Mudville  
L-Manaea 
Strop 1ip 
Hendricks 1ip 
Baez 1ip 
 
Injuries  
none 
 
Homers  
Frazier, Springer, Tomas, Kipnis, Gyorko and Lamb 
 
gm 2 
Archer vs Cole 
In game 2 the Nine scored first with a solo bomb by Mike Trout. In the top of the third the 
Terriers scored 3 runs by a Bour error and 2 doubles by Inciarte and Rizzzzzo. Bour would 
redeem himself taking the lead with a 3 run jack. In the top of the 5th the Terriers tied things up 
with a Rizzzzo single scoring Ruiz from second. Then in the top of the 6th the Terriers took the 
lead when Maybin hit a double with 2 outs scoring Segura. Then again in the top of the 7th the 
Terriers scored 4 runs via RBI single by Moss a RB double by Segura and a 2 RBI single by 
Ruiz. The Nine scored 2 in the bottom of the 7th with a WP by Diekman and RBI single by 
Escobar. The Terriers scored another run in the top of the 8th by a Davis solo home run. The 
Terriers would win 10-6. already 35 runs threw 2 games. Holy Pineapples. 
 
Pitching  
Terriers  
Archers 5ip 
W-Diekman 1 2/3 ip 
Cervankia 1ip 
Law 1/3ip 
Colome 1ip 
 
Mudville  
Cole 5ip 
L-Stripling 2ip 
Hendricks 1ip 
Rondon 1ip 
 
Injuries none  
 



Home runs  
Trout, Bour, Davis  
 
gm3  
Porcello vs Arrieta 
The Terriers scored first with a 3 run hoer by Moss. Porcello showed us why he was one of the 
best pitchers in ABL with 5 straight scoreless innings. In the bottom of the 6th the Nine MVP 
Mr.Booourrrr would hit a 2 run homer making the game 3-2. The Terriers scored 1 run in the top 
of the 7th by a gcf single by Ruiz. In the top of the 8th Rizzzzzzzooooo would hit a lead off 
homer. Colome came to pitch the 9th and the Terriers would win by a score of 5-2. 
 
Pitching  
Terriers 
W-Porcello 8 1/3ip 
S-Colome 2/3ip 
 
Mudville  
L-Arrieta 9ip 
 
Injuries  
none 
 
Homers 
Bour, Rizzzzzo, Moss 
 
gm 4 
Bauer vs Zimmerman  
The Terriers scored first when a Triple by Davis would score Maybin from second. The Nine 
would score 7 runs in the bottom of the second 2 via RBI double Springer, 1 RBI single Trout, 2 
RBI double Diaz and 2 RBI double from Escobar. Zimmerman was lights out showing me that 
he should've been starting from the stat and not on the taxi team. In the top of the 7th the 
Terriers scored 1 run with a RBI rg ss by Segura. Zimmerman would go the distance with a 
complete game win 7-2 
 
Pitching  
Terriers 
L- Bauer 3ip 
Blanton 2ip 
Torres 1ip 
Cervankia 1ip 
Diekman 1ip 
 
Mudville  
W-Zimmerman 9ip 
 
Injuries  
none 
 
Home runs  
none 
 



Great series dad. I wish you the best of luck the rest of the way and stay injury free.  
 

 

La Jolla at Orlando 

LaJolla travels to Orlando for the first time and what a series.  

 

 

Game 1 we get Shoemaker for the Juggernauts and Ray for the Sharks, it started out warm, overcast and 

wind in. (+5)  

Scoreless after one, then the fun and crazy begins, After a Pujols walk and Prado double John Jay gets 

plunked he is out for the game, Span will take over, bases loaded, infield in fc to so they stay loaded with 

2 outs. Bogaerts gets hbp and he too can not continue this game. But the run scores (not sure if it’s an 

RBI… sorry guys). 1-0 LJ, quiet until the 5th LJ gets another run, as they were the team running so far 

Anderson gets walked and steals 2nd, with 2 outs and bases juiced Prado gets the rbi to make it 2-0. Sharks 

answer with 2 in the bottom half as an rbi double by seager then Hamilton gets the gcf, 2-2. Sharks take 

the lead in the 7th with a simmons double and Myers scores from first. Then something strange happens, 

top of the 8th and with only 4 errors all year long,,,, 4. Only 4…… that a 4, Beltre starts to feel his age, he 

lets Gordon on when he couldn’t hold on to an rg. Then Beltran get beaned as well he is out for the game, 

that’s 3 Juggernauts out due to hbp. No worries though the HBP loaded the bases (because of the Beltre 

error) and Kemp hits a simple ball to Beltre and I guess he was still shaken up knowing Buck was pissed 

at him about the error, we take pride in our defense, he botches another one and the tying run scores… 

WHAT???? On errors, note to self, don’t brag about errors anymore. …. Tied up at 3. So we get some 

FREE baseball. Bottom of the 10th, foul ball hits Gattis in the nuts, (groin) he is down and out, d’arnaud 

already ph, so Quackenbush becomes your new catcher, oh and by the way with Beltran out Solarte had to 

take over right field. WOW extra innings with a non catcher and non outfielder… YES!! NO. Hamilton 

and Peraza try the double steal with one out, a fly ball would then score the winning run, they get jump, 

Quackenbush throws his best fastball to 3rd and …..WTF he nails Hamilton at 3rd… throw out with a +3 1 

error… OUCH. Top of the 11th the hobbled Juggernauts say enough and score the game winner off of a 

Denard Span rbi single. LaJolla wins 4-3 in 11. More notes Gattis out 4 games, Bogaerts and Anderson 2 

swipes Peraza 1. The Legend of Buck was alive and well, but for LaJolla, not the Sharks.  

LJ      010 010 100 1   4  11  0 

ORL  000 020 100 0   3  12  2 

PITCHING 

LJ 

Shoemaker 5ip, F-Rod 1ip, Blevins 1ip, Jansen 1ip, OH 2ip (w) 

ORL 

Ray 5ip, Rondon 2ip, Wilson 2/3 ip, Guerra 1/3 ip, Casilla 2 1/3ip, Gearrin 1ip (L) 

INJURIES 

LJ 

JAY 1 GM, BOGAERTS 1GM, BELTRAN 1GM ALL HBP AND GATTIS 4 GM(GROIN) 

ORL NONE 

NO LONG BALLS HIT. 

ERROR  

BELTRE 2 

 

GAME 2  

Lets try this again, a Hot partly cloudy day with no wind.  

Hellickson for LJ and Lackey for the Sharks 

Another wild game as the Juggernauts start off with hot bats against Lackey and oh yea, another Shark 

error, with 2 outs Peraza boots an easy ball and scores Gordon from 3rd on the error then Beltran takes 

advantage sending one deep over the lf wall 3-0 LJ (all unearned). Sharks get on in the 3rd and rbi by 



Hamilton and one in the 4th and RBI by Montero. 3-2. Beltran gets plunked again in the 3rd, but insists he 

is fine and stays in the game this time, Sharks get 4 in the 5th, highlighted by this years Sharks unsung 

hero candidate Matt Adams 3 run bomb and Walker gets a solo shot. 6-3 Sharks. Hold up, top of the 6th 

Pujols goes yard 6-4 then with 2 outs and a fatigued Lackey trying to finish the inning a wp moves Puig 

to 2nd and gcf  by d’Arnaud, Abreu hits the 2 run Bomb off of Logan and its 7-6. Adams makes that up 

with another shot, this time a 2 run homer and the Sharks lead 8-7. SOOOO Kemp goes yard to tie it up in 

the 8th, The Sharks pitching staff frustrated beans another (that’s 5 so far in the series) Prado is the victim 

this time, but he just glares at Wilson and walks to first. Nothing else came of that. Top of the 10th we go, 

more free baseball in Orlando, it pays to watch live games here, a base hit to lead off the 10th for Beltran , 

then Walker boots an easy grounder (error number 4 this series for Orlando… ??????) But Gearrin comes 

in and k’s the next two batters then Abreu doubles scoring both men on base and that my friends makes it 

10-8 after 9 and half innings. Adams leads off bottom of the 10th with a double, Martinez gets the walk 

and Walker gets the fielders choice, Montero and Polanco both KK and Sharks lose again off , that’s right 

the damn error that we haven’t made all year… There is an epidemic in Orlando. 10-8 final LJ wins. 

 

LJ      300 004 010 2   10  15  0 

ORL   001 140 200 0   8  13  2  

 

Bogaerts was injected after a hard slide and then fighting after he was caught stealing in the 7th. Anderson 

picked off by Wilson in the 9th.  

PITCHING 

LJ 

Hellickson 4 1/3ip, F-Rod 2/3ip, Neris 1ip, Blevins 1ip, Jansen 2ip (W), Quackenbush 1ip (S) 

ORL  

Lackey 5 2/3ip, Logan 1/3ip, Guerra 1ip, Wilson 2ip (L), Gearrin 1ip 

 

INJ. NONE 

SB 

Gordon 1, Bogaerts 1 

Hamitlon 1 

HBP 

Beltran by lackey, Prado by Wilson 

WP  

Lackey 

ERRORS 

Peraza  

Walker 

 

Game 3, lets see if we can have a nice safe easy game…. 

Kershaw for the Sha.. .no I mean the Juggerbauts and Nola for the Sharks.  

Hot , p/c and wind out (-7 on deep). 

 

Sharks get 2 in the 1st and Hamilton bunted for a hit with bases loaded and 2 outs but Beltre was tagged 

out at home. LaJolla gets one in the 2nd 2-1 is the Sharks lead. Weather patterns change and it cools off a 

little to warm and overcast with wind still out. No matter and only solarte gets beaned this game and no 

errors for the Sharks Peraza swipes a base and all is normal in Orlando as the Sharks beat Kershaw and 

Company 2-1. Peraza to miss next game , he had a girl and Buck made sure he made his flight this 

time…. Just sayin. 

 

LJ     010 000 000   1  10  0 

ORL   200 000 00x 2  6  0 



PITCHING 

LJ 

Kershaw 6ip (L), Neris 1ip, Blevins 1ip 

ORL 

Nola 4ip, Rondon 3ip (W), Gearrin 1ip, Logan 1ip (S) 

 

NO INJURIES. NO excitement.  

 

 

Game 4, warm partly cloudy and nwind out, that would change later and be no wind (crazy play) 

Cueto and Pomeranz on the hill for their clubs.  

Prado scores a WP by Pomeranz in the 2nd 1-0 LJ, Sharks get it back  a Seager double then and rbi by 

Matt The RBI Adams 1-1. LJ takes control in this one with back to back hr in the top of the 3rd and 

scoring one more for a 4-1 lead, Kemp is hbp by Pomeranz but he is ok, that was in the first, that would 

explain the ball he hit in the 3rd that is orbiting the planet still. Then in the 7th LaJolla puts it out of reach 

(maybe) with 2 more runs and it’s 6-1. Sharks get one in the 7th 6-2 then Matt Adams jacks another 3 run 

Bomb chasing Kemps I would guess and it si suddenly a one run game. But when Jansen is in the game 

usually there is no answer and that was the case and the Sharks lose 3 of 4 . Final 6-5.  

 

LJ    013 000 200   6  17  1 

OLR  010 000 130   5  10  1 

 

PITCHNG 

LJ 

Cueto 5 1/3ip (W), OH 2/3 ip, Neris 1ip, F-Rod 2/3ip, Jansen 1 1/3ip (S) 

ORL 

Pomeranz 4ip, Wilson 1ip, Guerra 2ip (L), Logan 2ip 

 

Cueto twinges elbow, out one game .  

Other wise all is good.   Thanks Kevin for a great time rolling . Good luck on the playoff run.  

 

 

Long Beach Island at Ocracoke 

HERNANDEZ RBI SINGLE LIFTS BEARDS 

GM1 

Price vs Lewis 

Top 2nd of LBI gets on board first with a Baez RBI single. OC responds in bottom half with a Joc RBI 

single. Bottom 3rd, OC gets two off a posey 2 RBI double. In the 4th, the beards add one more on a 

Hernadez RBI single. All would be quiet until top 8th and LBI would add two via RBI double and RBI 

RG 1b. Reed would come in the ninth and nail down the save after plunking Dickerson. 

Final score LBI 3 OC 4 

 

Pitching 

LBI 

L- Price 7 1/3 inn 

Salas 2/3 inn 

 

OC 

W- Lewis 7 inn 

Wilson 1 inn 

S- Reed 1 inn 



 

No injuries yet 

 

BLACKBEARDS OFFENSE OUTLAST STARFISH 

GM2 

Davies vs Maeda 

OC gets on board first in the 1st with a Pederson RBI single. Then the wheels fall off for both teams in 

the second. LBI plates five in the top half batting around highlighted by a RBI singles from jano, Baez, 

Molina and two RBI single by Garcia. OC responds with five of their own in the bottom half batting 

around  highlighted by Hernandez RBI single, Eaton two run shot and Trumbo solo shot and Molina 

passed ball allowed Thompson to score.  The beards would add two in third with a Hernandez two RBI 

triple. LBI would get two in the fourth off a Bryant two run shot. 8-5 OC after 4. Top 6th and Baez would 

get on and steal second, but has some beef and goes cleats up on the slide into Hernadez. There's a scuffle 

and only Hernadez is tossed. Baez would score on a RBI single from Gonzo. OC gets that run back in 

bottom half with a Schimpf RBI triple. Beards add one more in the 7th with a Thompson solo shot. 

Kimbrel gets a 1,2,3 inning for save. 

Final score LBI 8 OC 10 

 

Pitching 

Davies- 4 inn 

De las Rosa 1 inn 

L-Boshers 1 inn 

Salas 1 inn 

Butcher 1 inn 

 

OC 

Maeda 5 inn 

W- Andriese 2 inn 

Wilson 1 inn 

S- Kimbrel 1 inn 

 

Injuries 

LBI Healy HBP out for game 

 

OC none 

 

BEARDS FORGET THEIR GLOVES IN GAME THREE 

GM3 

Kluber vs Griffin 

Top 1st and Bryant gets plunked and out for game as Desmond replaces him and jano moves to rf. After 

that Trumbo boots one for a two base error that scored one before Healy rips a two RBI double. 

Dickerson would add a sac fly for 4-0 lead. Top 3rd and Hernandez would boot one for a two base error 

before Dickerson would rip a two RBI single for 6-0 lead. Top 4th and Desmond gets plunked and out for 

game causing jano to move back to cf and bentencourt to come in and play rf. Molina would draw a bases 

loaded walk in inning for a 7-0 lead. Top 5th and Garcia would hit a RBI double for 8-0 lead. Beards get a 

little life in bottom half scoring three off a Thompson three run blast. Top 7th and Eaton would misjudge 

a dive for the beards third two base error of the game followed by a deep fly off deep chart to move 

runner to third and WP to score for 9-3 lead. Top 8th and Molina needs a high roll on deep chart over 97 

and gets a 99 to squeak out a solo shot for 10-3 lead. That would be all the scoring. 

Final LBI 10 OC 3 

 



Pitching 

LBI 

W-Kluber 9 inn 

 

OC 

L- Griffin 4 inn 

Andriese 3 inn 

Uehara 1 inn 

Ryan 1 inn 

 

Injuries 

LBI 

Bryant, Desmond and Garcia all HBP and out for game 

 

OC 

None 

 

BEARDS CLOSE OUT SERIES WITH THIRD VICTORY 

GM4 

Carrasco vs Degrom 

Top 1st and Ortiz rips one up the middle but catches Carrasco in the dome who is out for four games. 

Bottom third Ortiz hits a RBI RG 2b and Cabrera gets a RBI single for 2-0 lead. Top 5th and LBI charges 

back with three runs off jano RBI double, Bryant sac fly and Healy RBI single. Bottom seventh and 

beards take lead back off a Cabrera two RBI single to make it 4-3. Bottom 8th and beards add more with a 

Trumbo RBI single followed by a Ortiz three run blast.  Watson would hang on in the 9th a Hernandez 

error and walk to close the door Final LBI 3 OC 8 

 

Pitching 

LBI 

Carrasco 1/3 inn 

Butcher 1 2/3 inn 

De la Rosa 2 inn 

L-Boshers 2 inn 

Familia 1 inn 

Salas 1 inn 

 

OC 

Degrom 5 inn 

Reed 1 inn 

W-Uehara 1 inn 

Wilson 1 inn 

Watson 1 inn 

 

Injuries 

LBI 

Carrasco hit with line drive (4 games) 

 

OC 

None 

 

Good games Skibby and thanks for being flexible on the scheduling.  Duran 



 

 

Albany at Syracuse 

LO-SOX GET TO DEPLETED CUSE PEN, SPOIL SHARK DEBUT 
Jeff Samardzja would look to get a win in his first start with the Syracuse Hazard and the 
offense would seem to have his back.  After the Shark gave up 2 rbi singles in the top of the 2nd 
the vaunted and oft talked about Cuse lineup would plate 7 on 8 hits and a walk (the only Cuse 
player not to record a hit in the inning was Christian Yelich).  The Shark would cruise into the 
6th inning where he would hit a momentary bump giving up a 2-run HR to Trevor Story before 
getting out of the inning with a 7-4 score.  Samardzja would run out of gas in the top of the 7th 
after allowing the first two Lo-Sox to reach base.  Cuse would look to Will Smith, but Smith 
would be a little wiggity-wiggity wild wild today.  After inducing a groundout that would only get 
one Smith would walk the bases loaded, he would then strike out Story for the second out of the 
inning.  The Fresh Prince would then give up a walk, a bases loaded double and another rbi 
double to give Albany a 9-7 lead.  After the debacle in the bottom of the 2nd Lo-Sox starter 
Carlos Martinez would settle down and would only allow one runner to reach scoring position 
before he was lifted in the bottom of the 7th with two outs.  Albany would add to their lead in the 
top of the 8th when Matt Carpenter would do his best Jack Parkman impression and take Carlos 
Estevez yard.  Bonus points if you get that reference.  This pushes the Lo-Sox lead to 12-
7.  With a 5 run lead the visitors would opt to let AJ Ramos attempt to shut the door, but he 
would look like Donald Duck in a snowstorm trying to shut it.  3 straight one out singles would 
make the score 12-8, back to back walks would force a run in and make it 12-9 and the timeless 
Ichiro would smack a single up the middle to make it 12-11 with one out and the tying run on 
2nd.  But this would end as much of the Cuse season would, lacking the real timely hit, Altuve 
would tap a slow grounder to short to put the winning run in scoring position and the tying run 
just 90 feet away giving a chance to Christian Yelich, but Melancon would shut the Cuse rally 
down and preserve the 12-11 win. 
 
PIT 
ALB 
Martinez - W - 6 2/3 IP 
Bedrosian - 1 IP 
Barraclough - 1/3 IP 
Ramos - 1/3 IP 
Melancon - S - 1 IP 
 
CUSE 
Samardzja - 6 IP 
Smith - L - 1 IP 
Estevez - 1 IP 
Iglesias - 1 IP 
 
HR 
ALB 
Story 
Carpenter 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
SB 



ALB 
none 
 
CUSE 
Herrera 
 
ERROR 
ALB 
Contreras 
Story 
 
CUSE 
none 
 
No Injuries 
 
CUSE LACK OF TIMELY HITS AND CLUTCH ROLLS COSTS GAME 2 
The Lo-Sox would get on the board early as Trevor Story would smack a 2-out rbi double to 
plate HanRam.  The Hazard would answer back and get to Jon "King of the North" Gray taking 
advantage of an Altuve steal, he'd move to 3rd on a throwing error by Wilson Contreras and 
score on a Nolan Arrenado error, Miggy would then eventually score on a Wilson Ramos sac fly 
to give the Cuse a 2-1 lead.  The Hazard would hold the lead till the top of the 3rd when the 
Cole Train would be de-railed giving up a leadoff shot to HanRam, he would then retire the next 
two batters before allowing 4 straight batters to reach highlighted by an Adam (not related to 
Shelley or Robert) Duvall 3-run shot to give the Lo-Sox a 6-2 lead.  The Hazard would get back 
into the game in the bottom of the 5th Ichiro would lead off with a single and a steal before being 
driven in by Altuve and the game would then be tied on a Ryan Braun 3-run shot.  Albany would 
get the lead back on back to back doubles in the 6th.  The Hazard would get their chances, with 
the wind blowing out Corey Seager (a 5 power) would get on the deep chart, needing a 22 or 
better to tie the game he would not get it.  In the bottom of the 8th with 2 outs Odubel Herrera 
would single, followed by an Anthony Rendon double.  Odubel would try to score from 1st base 
(as an 11, needing 16 or lower to score) and get gunned down at home.  The Lo-Sox would add 
an insurance run in the 9th, but wouldn't need it as Melancon would sit down the Hazard in 
order in the 9th 
 
PIT 
ALB 
Gray - W - 7 2/3 IP 
Claudio - 1/3 IP 
Melancon - S - 1 IP 
 
CUSE 
Hamels - L - 6 IP 
Jones - 1 IP 
Strickland - 1 IP 
Hand - 1 IP 
 
HR 
ALB 
HanRam, Duvall 
 



CUSE 
Braun 
 
SB 
ALB 
none 
 
CUSE 
Altuve, Ichiro 
 
ERROR 
ALB 
Contreras, Arrenado - 2  
 
CUSE 
Herrera 
 
No Injuries, except my pride 
 
IT'S PEANUT BUTTER JELLY TIME!!!  SCHERZER DOMINANT IN RETURN 
Mad Max is back and Hazard fans couldn't be happier.  Viewed as one of the regretful moves 
made during the team's first fire sale, the Hazard brought Scherzer back and he did not 
disappoint in his first start since the return with a complete game, 1-run, 2-hit, 12-K gem.  The 
Hazard wouldn't give Scherzer much support after putting up big runs in the first two games 
Syracuse would only manage 3 runs against Tyler Chatwood.  They would get on the board 
following back to back singles from Rendon and Ichiro and Jose Altuve would lift a ball to center 
to score Rendon.  In the bottom of the 5th Rendon would score again, this time via an Altuve 
double and finally the Hazard would add an insurance run in the 6th when Rendon would drive 
in Wilson with an RBI single.  The Lo-Sox would get their 2 hits back to back on a double and an 
rbi single in the top of the 5th. 
 
PIT 
ALB 
Chatwood - L - 5 2/3 
Reyes - 1 IP 
Barraclough - 1 IP 
Ramos - 1/3 IP 
 
CUSE 
Scherzer - CG - W - 9 IP 
 
HR 
none 
 
SB 
none 
 
ERR 
none 
 
No Injuries 



 
THOR SMITES HAZARD, ALBANY EARNS 3-1 SERIES VICTORY AT SUMMER SLAM 
Noah Syndergaard rolled into Syracuse after the Hazard lead a season long campaign to try 
and get the ace into their own rotation and just smote the Hazard with furious anger.  Thor 
would surrender only 5 hits over 7 2/3 innings and one run on a Wilson Ramos HR.  The Lo-
Sox, on the other hand, would get to Verlander.... they'd get to him 4 times, scoring 7 runs on 4 
HRs.  The Hazard feel like they gave up more HRs to the Saaf brothers than to the rest of the 
league this season, but I digress.  A 2-run tater in the top of the 1st to Nolan Arrenado would 
make it 2-0, a 2-run bomb off the bat of Matt Carpenter would make it 4-1 and then back to back 
bombs from Carpenter and Story in the top of the 8th would push the score to 7-1 and the 
Hazard would only threaten in the bottom of the 8th with the bases juiced and two outs, but Cam 
Bedrosian would dig deep and strike out the young Corey Seager to end the threat.  The Albany 
bullpen would strike out the side in the bottom of the 9th to make seal the fate of the Hazard. 
 
PIT 
ALB 
Syndergaard - W - 7 2/3 
Bedrosian - 1 IP 
Claudio - 1/3 IP 
 
CUSE 
Verlander - L - 8 IP 
Jones - 1 IP 
 
HR 
ALB 
Arrenado, Carpenter (2), Story 
 
CUSE 
Ramos 
 
SB 
none 
 
ERROR 
ALB 
none 
 
CUSE 
Seager 
 
INJURIES 
ALB 
Blackmon - HBP out for game 
 
CUSE 
Rendon - HBP out for game 
 
Fun series Mike and good luck the rest of the way, hope you enjoyed your vacation!! 
 

 



 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 

Darvish  Rest 3 games 

Greinke  Rest 4 games 

Guerra  Rested 

Strasburg Rest 1 game  

Lester  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Phelps must REST in game one 

Bush must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Ross must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Bowman pitched in one game 

 

Tallahassee 

Porcello Rest 3 games 

Bauer  Rest 4 games 

Nolasco Rested 

Straily  Rest 1 game 

Archer  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Blanton must REST in game one 

Torres pitched in one game 

Cervenka pitched in one game 

Diekman pitched in one game 

 

Orlando 

Nola  Rest 3 games 

Pomeranz Rest 4 games 

Fulmer  Rested 

Ray  Rest 1 game 

Lackey  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

J. Wilson  Suspended 

Rondon must REST in game one 

Guerra must REST in game one 

Logan must REST in game one 

 

Titusville 

Hendricks Rest 3 games 

Sale  Rest 4 games 

Estrada  Rested 

Wright  Rest 1 game 

Iwakuma Rest 2 games 



Bullpen: 

Gregerson must REST in game one 

Thornburg must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Lorenzen pitched in one game 

 

Mudville 

Arrieta  Rest 3 games 

Zimmerman  Rest 4 games 

Friedrich Rested  

Manaea  Rest 1 game 

Cole  Rest 2 game 

Bullpen: 

Rested 

 

Long Beach Island 

Kluber  Rest 3 games 

Carrasco Rest 4 games 

J. Fernandez Rested 

Price  Rest 1 game 

Davies  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Butcher must REST in game one 

De La Rosa must REST in game one 

Boshers must REST in game one 

Salas pitched in one game 

Familia pitched in one game 

 

Syracuse 

Scherzer Rest 3 games 

Verlander Rest 4 games 

Quintana Rested 

Samardzija Rest 1 game 

Hamels  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Jones pitched in one game 

 

Ocracoke 

Griffin  Rest 3 games 

deGrom Rest 4 games  

Bumgarner Rested 

Lewis  Rest 1 game  

Maeda  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Uehara must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Reed pitched in one game 

Wilson pitched in one game 

Watson pitched in one game 

 

La Jolla 

Kershaw Rest 3 games 

Cueto  Rest 4 games 



Hill  Rested  

Shoemaker Rest 1 game 

Hellickson Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Neris must REST in game one 

Jansen must REST in game one 

Oh pitched in one game 

F. Rodriguez pitched in one game 

 

Albany 

Chatwood Rest 3 games 

Syndergaard Rest 4 games 

Colon  Rested 

Martinez Rest 1 game 

Gray  Rest 2 games 

Bullpen: 

Bedrosian pitched in one game 

Claudio pitched in one game 

 

 

 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 



 
 

Series Previews - Week 14 - Home Stretch Time 

 

Words about baseball….more words about baseball….baseball is good...sorry, it’s this Summer 

Slam hangover I got goin on.  It’s a brutal one this year.  Didn’t go as well as I hoped.  Had to 

drink to get rid of the bad feelings.  It was just iced tea though so it’s okay.   

 

So we got three weeks left.  We got ties in the standings all over the place.  A three way tie for 

two playoff spots in the AL.  A tie for the first pick in the 2018 draft.  Ironically, 13-17 gets you 

sitting in 3rd in one division, while in the AL all it gets you is the stress of feeling like having to 

win out to catch up.  Anyway, more of that within here.  Onward to the words! 

 

Series One - Syracuse Hazard (13-17) vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards (18-12) 

 

After Slam, the ‘beards gotta be riding high with confidence, while the Hazard are searching for 

yet more answers as the season winds down. 

 

Syracuse - What to Watch For → This is the time of year that a team with as much talent as the 

Hazard may really shake up a lineup and change their strategy.  Only 6 games left and they’re 

three back in the win column from the gaggle of teams ahead of them.  That’s not to say it’s 

hopeless and they should give up.  After using their 2018 first rounder to get Scherzer back, 

they have little incentive to tank at this point.  I would look for the Hazard to pull out some extra 

stops to win this one.   

 

Syracuse - Player to Watch → The Hazard have to face off against surprise offensive 

juggernaut Ocracoke, so all Hazard Eyes will be watching the pitching staff pretty intently.  

There have been some pitching struggles which have been addressed, but will the middle of the 

rotation stepping up against the ‘beards this week, they will have to operate with precision.  So 

no benders before the game, no gettin’ jiggy wit it (lookin at you Will Smith) and focus on the 

task at hand. 

 

Ocracoke - What to Watch For → They would need some help to clinch the division this week, 

but a sweep and some help and the ‘beards will win their first ever division title.  It’s not going to 

take much to keep the ‘beards focused on the task at hand, but how will they handle the 

WEEK 14 AUG 11 - AUG 20 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

151 SYRACUSE OCRACOKE COOP DURAN AL NIGHT

152 SYRACUSE OCRACOKE NIGHT

153 ALBANY LA JOLLA MICHAEL KEVIN AL NIGHT

154 ALBANY LA JOLLA NIGHT

155 CHESAPEAKE BAY TALLAHASSEE COMMISH DON JR. NL NIGHT

156 CHESAPEAKE BAY TALLAHASSEE NIGHT

157 MUDVILLE ORLANDO CASEY BUCK NL NIGHT

158 MUDVILLE ORLANDO NIGHT

159 TITUSVILLE LONG BEACH LENNY SKIBBY AL NIGHT

160 TITUSVILLE LONG BEACH NIGHT



pressure of being the chased?  They don’t have much experience in this position so how this 

week goes will be telling. 

 

Ocracoke - Player to Watch → Don’t look now but Hail Cesar is up to 5 triples, and might be 

looking to swipe that triples crown from Dee, and not only that, the record is in reach.  It’s 

improbably, but Hernandez has been really impressive, so it could happen.  Oh, and David Ortiz 

has been REALLY good since making landfall in Ocracoke, so thanks for that… 

 

Series Two - Albany Lo-Sox (16-14) vs. La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (16-14) 

 

Hey, look.  Two AL teams tied in the standings.  Facing off in week 14.  Battling for Cali 

superiority?!  GRUDGE MATCH BEGIN!!!! 

 

Albany - What to Watch For → The Lo-Sox took it to the Hazard last week in proving that they 

want to stay in the hunt.  Thor has been ace level.  They’ve been a solid draw all year.  They 

were quiet at the deadline, but the markets were quiet anyway.  Seems like the Sox might be 

quietly confident.  They’re leading the AL in home runs, 3rd in doubles, and dead last in steals.  

Zero steals so far.  Still winning games. 

 

Albany - Player to Watch → Joey Votto where art thou?!  You started the season so well and 

now when I look you went and fell off.  I’m not upset, I’m just disappointed in your production.  

You really should do more to rep Northern Cali and Canada.  They need you.  Starting now, as 

the playoff push is really here dude.   

 

La Jolla - What to Watch For → The JUGGERNAUT survived Buck Ball and took 3 of 4 to 

regain some footing in the AL standings.  I’m sure Evan Gattis is getting his elbow examined by 

Dr. Andrews as we speak.  The Jugs have been hovering around the playoffs all year long, and 

much like their opponent, could use a little boost to get some more solid footing in the 

standings. 

 

La Jolla - Player to Watch → This is the time for veteran players to shine, and it doesn’t get 

much more veteran in ABL action that Albert Pujols and Carlos Beltran.  They’re nearing the 

end of the train, and they’ve helped the JUGGERNAUT get this far.  Do they got a little more in 

those old bones to push the Jugs across the finish line and into another playoff season? 

 

Series Three - Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (18-12) vs. Tallahassee Terriers (13-17) 

 

A potential matchup of the NL wild card if the season ended today, ol’ rivals squaring up against 

one another, with one looking to make up some lost ground for the division title, and the other 

looking to distance themselves from the two teams below them. 

 

Chesapeake Bay - What to Watch For → Slam did not go nearly as hoped for the ‘Cats, maybe 

a little hangover from a busy trade deadline or a little jet lagged from being on a scouting 

mission to watch Tim Tebow swing a bat (future Channel Cat?) regardless the ‘Cats need to get 



back on track after losing the slam series.  And what better way to do it than trying to beat up a 

family member?   

 

Chesapeake Bay - Player to Watch → Justin Turner.  After a real good 2016, feels like JT is 

showin a little #slack this year.  He’s a key cog to the offense, and ‘Cats fans may get a little 

restless with the Ginger Santa Claus as the season winds down.   

 

Tallahassee - What to Watch For → Well, the Terriers sit in pretty solid position in relation to the 

playoffs.  3 games up on the next teams gives a little wiggle room.  The goal is to not get swept.  

If the Terriers lose both and in the next series I talk about, if one of those teams sweep, the 

Terriers are right back to where they were before slam happened and I don’t think that’s the 

goal here.  So look for the Terriers to be a little feisty on the base paths and make some stuff 

happen against their longest time rival. 

 

Tallahassee - Player to Watch → Ender Inciarte.  Not only is this one of my favorite names in 

baseball, but this was one of the dudes that the Terriers kept turning offers away from, stating 

that he was next year’s choice, likely for CF duties.  Well next year is now, and the Terriers are 

going to rely on him down the stretch it seems, and he’s stepped up so far.  Can he keep it up 

through the rest of the season and the playoffs? 

 

Series Four - Mudville Nine (10-20) vs. Orlando Sharks (10-20) 

 

Some may look at this matchup and think “meh, who cares” but there’s a lot at stake here.  The 

bottom of the standings could land a team 1-1, and finishing 4th could get you the 4th overall 

choice, as there is some possible expansion looming.  Not that picking 4th is always a bad thing 

(It could land you the next Kris Bryant) 

 

Mudville - What to Watch For → Pride is at stake, but so is 1-1.  Which do the Nine want more?  

The first pick in the draft, or to go out with their heads held high?  It may be hard for the pitching 

staff to keep up with the Shark Attack, so it may be time to slug their way out of this one.  Which 

leads us to…. 

 

Mudville - Player to Watch → Hello Justin Bour, how are you?  You’ve quietly knocked 10 balls 

out of the various ballparks you’ve played in this year.  You’re sitting two back in the HR 

standings.  It may not be a playoff spot, but Justin Bour has been under the radar for an under 

achieving team.  That would sound like an unsung hero candidate if I didn’t know any better.   

 

Orlando - What to Watch For → See above comments.  Also, stolen bases.  Also did anyone 

else notice Jose Peraza climbing the batting average leader boards?  When did that happen?  

Changes so much week to week I can hardly keep up.  The struggle is real.  Anyway, above 

comments, but you gotta think deep down the Sharks would love to put Cody in their lineup… 

 



Orlando - Player to Watch → Looks like Neil Walker has already taken to the Florida sunshine.  

Is he trying out for a spot on the 2018 Sharks?  Some big production from Walker might help 

towards inching towards that final playoff spot...Sharks in the playoffs?  It could happen! 

 

Series Five - Titusville Perfectos (20-10) vs. Long Beach Island Starfish (16-14) 

 

These two had opposite fortunes last week, and the Perfectos are the league’s first twenty win 

team.  Both teams added a Dickerson a few weeks ago.  Both teams want to set themselves up 

for a deep playoff run.  Both teams are at odds with each other… 

 

Titusville - What to Watch For → Not that I’ve been counting for like every week, but the 

Perfectos have tied the single season home run record at 65 bombs.  This mark was originally 

set twenty years ago.  Things were simpler then.  The music was better and the worst thing we 

had to worry about was the Commander in Chief having sexual relations with interns.  

Regardless, there will be some sort of celebration when the next ball goes over the fence, and 

the new record is set. 

 

Until next year when it gets obliterated because Chicks Dig the Long Ball 

 

Titusville - Player to Watch → Yasmani Grandal has fascinated me all year.  He has 9 singles, 5 

doubles, 8 bombs.  That adds to 22 right?  Yep.  But 19 walks.  Walks are as good as a hit, and 

when you’ve got a dude getting on base at an almost .350 clip towards the top of the lineup, that 

ain’t so bad.  Oh and throw in 16 runs and RBIs.  He may not be the flashiest player to suit up 

for the Perfectos, but he’s been helping make it work all damn year long. 

 

Long Beach Island - What to Watch For → A team almost in desperation mode.  It’s a tough 3 

week stretch and it hasn’t started great with losing slam.  If it turns into a slugfest the ‘fish might 

be ill equipped to keep up.  If the ‘fish can get some poor man’s power going, as they lead the 

league in doubles, they might be able to put enough runs up to keep up.  Also, the shipment of 

extra player padding came in to protect from the bean balls.  The ‘fish are the only team 

averaging getting 1 HBP per game, with Javy Baez getting the team pincushion award.  

#anymeansnecessary Biggio would be proud. 

 

Long Beach Island - Player to Watch → The scrub squad in 8th and 9th in the lineup.  It’s a 

good thing they can play defense.  If they could both get above the Mendoza line before the end 

of the season Skibby may throw a party for them.  Also, Javy likes getting hit with baseballs.   

 

 

 
 

ABL TAXI TEAMS: 



Chesapeake Bay 

Rogers 

Belt 

Polanco 

Upton 

Hazelbaker 

Broxton 

Lugo 

 

Tallahassee 

Buxton 

Ross 

Torres 

Gray 

Profar 

Semien 

Hernandez 

 

Orlando 

May 

Morrison 

Schebler 

Boyd 

Wilson 

Pedroia 

Rodon 

 

Titusville 

Maurer 

Harper 

Abad 

Gonzalez 

Nunez 

Santana 

Barrett 

 

Mudville 

Joseph 

Velasquez 

Hendriks 

Perez 

Schwarber 

Sardinas 

Brantley 

 

Long Beach Island 

Perez 

Suarez 

Conforto 

Gordon 

Betts 



Marte 

Pollock 

 

Syracuse 

McCutchen 

Giles 

Odorizzi 

Eickhoff 

Walker 

Smolinski 

Matz 

 

Orcacoke 

Kepler 

Eibner 

Cron 

Dull 

Rua 

DeSclafani 

Arcia 

 

La Jolla 

Leake 

Broxton 

Wong 

Francoeur 

Sano 

Phillips 

Napoli 

 

Albany 

Descalso 

Rusin 

Dyson 

Casali 

Pagan 

Moore 

Anderson 

 

Enjoy Week 14 

Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


