
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 11 

7/15/17 
 

BIG STORY:  The Orlando Sharks and “Buck Ball” shook up the apple cart in week 11 with a big sweep 

past the rival Terriers.  Former Cat castaway Matt Adams went deep in a 6-4 win in game one and then in 

game two the Terriers built a 5-1 lead half way through before the Sharks stormed back.  The Sharks hit 

three dingers and another one from Matt Adams pulling only one game behind Tallahassee for the final 

playoff spot in the National Division.  Hamilton also stole another bag for the running Sharks.  In the 

American Division, nothing changed as everyone split causing the log jam to continue for another play 

week.  The trading period started with a little flurry, two fire sales were announced but only one was legit 

as the Mudville Nine have been gathering draft picks.  Some managers have stated the trading seems a 

little light compared to previous seasons.  The numbers show we are almost on pace with the last two 

years with 17 players traded in the trading period compared to 19 in 2016 and 2015.  Those managers 

might have been right until the mega eight player trade with draft picks made between Mudville and 

Tallahassee.  There is still plenty of time for some big deals to take place, are there any major pieces up 

for sale?             

   
 

2017 ABL STANDINGS 

 
NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  16 8 -- .667 128 98 6-2 10-6 10-4 6-4 

Chesapeake Bay 15 9 1 .625 130 102 6-6 9-3 10-2 5-7 

Tallahassee 10 14 6 .417 112 131 3-7 7-7 3-7 7-7 

Orlando  9 15 7 .375 96 122 6-8 3-7 6-10 3-5 

Mudville  7 17 9 .292 114 151 3-11 4-6 3-9 4-8 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

La Jolla  13 11 -- .542 109 118 5-7 8-4 7-7 6-4 

Long Beach  13 11 -- .542 119 103 5-5 8-6 8-6 5-5 

Ocracoke  13 11 -- .542 126 125 6-8 7-3 7-5 6-6 

Albany  12 12 1 .500 110 124 4-6 8-6 6-6 6-6 

Syracuse  12 12 1 .500 140 110 7-9 5-3 4-8 8-4 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 



Play Week begins July 14th 

Recap and Score Sheets due July 23rd 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

ALB  2  LBI  1 

LBI  8  ALB  6 

ORL  6  TA  4 

ORL  8  TA  6 

CB  7  OC  4 

OC  4  CB  2 

SYR  11 LJ  8 

LJ  6  SYR  5 

MUD  9  TV  7 

TV  6  MUD  3 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 
National Division 

Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   

Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 

Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 

Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    

Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 

 

American Division 

Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   

Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   

Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 

La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 

Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 

  

 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 

Mudville  15 

Titusville  15 

Syracuse  15 

Long Beach Island 15 

La Jolla   15 

Albany   15 

Chesapeake Bay 14 

Ocracoke  13 

Orlando  12 

 

 



 
 
ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 

 

1.  Weather Precip rolled is T-Storms, is that an automatic Wet Field condition?  

 

ANSWER:  Yes.  There are no rain outs in the ABL.  Any precip roll of Rain or T-Storms is an automatic 

Wet Field. 

 

 

 
 

SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Skibby’s Spotlight - Week 12 Edition 

 

So I’m back.  And ready to write about based balls again.  I know I missed a week, and some 

stuff was going on, trying to adjust to the new schedule, and being an adult, and resisting that 

adult part as much as humanly possible. Oh and work.  Lots of work.  So for mental health’s 

sake, we took a step back for a week, relaxed, caught our breathe, and ready to jump right back 

into the fray.   

 

So this upcoming week is one of my least favorite weeks of the year.  All-Star game week.  Not 

that I don’t enjoy the festivities.  But I only get one game before Friday.  And no day baseball!  

How will I get by?!   

 

Well, I’ll watch the Home Run Derby, maybe listen to the game itself.  Hard to be interested 

when your team got one All-Star and Votto isn’t bringing the donkey to the game.  Then it will be 

spotlight/preview writing and video games.  Cuz that’s how I roll. 

 

So umm, done with the intro.  Time to talk about based ball things. 

 

MLB News and Stuff 



● Congratulations to Aaron Judge for being the first cyborg to win the Home Run 

Derby.  Seriously.  Might have the sweetest right handed swing I have seen in a long 

time.  And so repeatable.  He was the only guy going opposite field last night.  He 

doesn’t need a plan.  He needs to make contact.  And the ball goes where it goes.  And 

it goes far. 

● After watching The Kraken have a good derby, I think LoMo can stfu. 

● The list of potential sellers in the MLB keeps growing.  The closest races are in 

the AL Central and AL East.  And even in the East, the Yankees have been on a down 

swing of late.  The National League playoff spots could conceivably already be decided.  

So it’s a buyers market, and I wonder what stuff will go for this year.  Here’s to hoping 

the Mets get a haul! 

● I will not be surprised when Sonny Gray gets traded.  I believe it will happen this 

summer.  I also put it at about 60% chance that Verlander ends up somewhere that isn’t 

Detroit.  Despite him being probably their best trade chip, I see no way Toronto moves 

on from Strohman.  With the Rays in the Wild Card chase/Division race, I cannot 

imagine them moving on from one of their starting pitchers.   

● So, home runs are happening at record paces.  And with summer here that could 

mean we’re going to see some spectacular shows as the year progresses.  I estimate at 

about a 75% chance.  Because aces are aces, but it seems like there’s some sketchy 

rotation stuff going on.  And when was the last time your favorite relieve got blown up?  It 

seems to happen on a regular and yours could be next… 

● Chris Sale has the record for most 10+ strikeout games for a Red Sox lefty.  He 

has 12.  The previous record was 7.  It’s July 11th.  Holy shit. 

● Max Scherzer has a WHIP of 0.779.  Yes, you read that correctly.  Now, here’s 

some perspective on this record.  In the top 50 all time, there are five guys that have 

landed a season on this list from my lifetime.  Pedro, Maddux, Kershaw, Greinke, and 

Arrieta.  Of the current top 6, 4 of the 6 achieved this feat before my ancestors landed 

here in America (Talking Great and Great-Great grandparents here).  Here is the current 

all-time single season WHIP leaders, where Scherzer would place 3rd if the season 

ended today: 

○ Pedro Martinez, 2000, 0.7373 

○ Guy Hecker, 1882, 0.7692 

○ Walter Johnson, 1913, 0.7803 

○ Tim Keefe, 1880, 0.8000 

○ Addie Joss, 1908, 0.8062 

○ Greg Maddux, 1995, 0.8108 

● Chris Sale is also in the top 50 all-time WHIP leaders for his current 2017 

performance, with a 0.9008 WHIP, good for 42nd. 

● We’re at the unofficial halfway point of the season, and there have been a few 

things that are still surprising me… 

○ The Brewers look for real.  Which is strange, because you look at 

the names on their roster and they are not awe inspiring.  They were expected to 

be selling, but now will look to be buyers, and it’s a weird time to be alive. 



○ I expected the Astros to be good.  I did NOT expect the Astros to 

be this good though.  I would take that lineup all day every day, and their pitching 

staff has been very good.  It is expected that they will add another arm to that 

rotation, with Keuchel’s status being questionable.  But holy crap. 

○ I did not expect the Mets to be THIS bad this year. 

○ I also expected more out of the NL Central.  Only one team above 

.500 at the break?  And it isn’t the defending champs?  What is going on?! 

● The Twins have a fairly young team, and sit only 2.5 games out of first.  It will be 

telling in the next few weeks what moves they make and what they expect out of this 

team.  Will they go balls deep into the race and make some serious moves?  Or stick to 

the development plan they’ve had, take the nice jump in performance, and come out 

ready in 2018? 

● This could also be said about the Yankees.  They held first for quite a while, and 

have faltered recently.  Cashman said he didn’t want to trade all those prospects they 

picked up last year to buy, and in fact, many of them have seen time in NY this year.  So 

do they accept the improved performance happily, or do they start wheelin and dealin?  

Because as we know, flags fly forever.  No one knows that better than the Bombers. 

 

Shit Stevo Says - Quick Hits 

Skibby → “There’s an article out in Cincy where Joey Votto calls himself “The Canadian Ichiro” 

Stevo → “Let the little Canucks know:  They can socialize medicine. But you can’t socialize 

awesome.” 

 

Skibby → “KRod might go to the Nats.  We might be able to catch up!” 

Stevo → “With our luck he’ll probably make a comeback and become the greatest closer in MLB 

history.  He’ll retire at the age of 76 with 1400 saves.  Just sayin, that’s the way our year has 

gone.” 

 

Skibby → “Ike Davis currently throwing a bullpen session for the Dodgers.  Is a transition to the bullpen in his future?” 
Stevo → “Logic makes sense.  Most pitchers can’t hit.  They figure he must be a pitcher.” 

 

Skibby → “‘Wouldn’t be shocked if this was a phantom DL stint to give Wheeler rest, but also 

wouldn’t be surprised if it’s really flesh-eating bacteria’ - Jared Diamond” 

Stevo → “Ahh, well such has been the theme of the year.  We’ve been shit on so many times this season it’s about goddamn time someone caught botulism.” 
 

The Day The League Almost Shut Down - July 7th, 2017 

 



It took one simple tweet, to send a panic all acrossed the ABL.   

 

@Legend862003 - “Frustration sets in in Tallahassee, management announces fire sale 

everyone is available.  Terrier’s manager rumored to maybe calling it quits”.  At 1:03am EST.  

So while most managers are in bed, snuggled up with their ABL binders, dreaming that the 

baseball gods will shine favorably upon them in their next series.  So we wake up to this tweet.   

 

Now, I’m not going to lie.  When I saw it, I didn’t think the Legend was actually calling it quits.  

Instead my dumbass saw fire sale, and started downloading my draft prep file at work and 

checking some numbers out.  I wish I was joking.  Good thing we have Microsoft Access at 

work.  I know I’m supposed to do work at work BUT DAMMIT THERE’S A DIVISION TO WIN 

AND THIS IS IMPORTANT! 

 

Then I saw Buck’s “No quits, I just got back” and I thought ‘umm, fuck, what if he meant it?’.  

Buck did play him last.  Was he that frustrated?  I think we’ve all been there, but here’s a dude 

who fights for his country, and does draft prep while he’s doing it.  There’s no way he can quit, 

right?  Can I unsend that email?  Now I feel like a dick.   

 

So now I’m refreshing Twitter every 26.7 seconds for the “naw I’m not quitting” tweet and 

doesn’t come. 

 

Then Coop tweets “If the Legend hangs it up what hope do the rest of us have??”.  He’s right.  If 

the Legend can walk away from this game, that’s league altering stuff.  That’d be like the 

Steinbrenner’s coming out tomorrow and being like “Yeah, we’re done.  We’re shutting the 

doors and closing the franchise down.  No new owners, just done” and it would forever alter 

MLB.  The ABL wouldn’t be the same.  Then the all too sobering reality tweet. 

 

@Commish73: “Zero hope.  League shutdown.  This man manages from Japan, Kuwait, etc”.   

 

Now this went out at 6:24pm.  I would like to think I was home at this point.  It was Friday so I 

think I was.  I’m not even checking my email for trade responses at this point.  But I am glued as 

fuck to Twitter.  Please, for the love of all that is holy, SAY IT AIN’T SO!!!!!!! 

 

@Legend862003: “one too many drinks last night Tally Mngr meant call it quits as manager of 

Terrier and possible relocate team”. THANK SWEET BABY JOSE VIZCAINO!!!  There is a 

baseball god, and he loves us very much.  It was a long 12 hours.  Glad to have the Legend 

confirm that he’s not jumping ship.  Hopefully ever. 

 

And I think the Commish said it best: “Cheers to managing forever!” 

 

Done for the Week - Spotlight time is over kids.  Here’s what YOU can expect from the 

spotlight in the coming weeks.  If you’ve followed over the years, you probably know what’s 

coming. 



● Post-Deadline Trade Review - Who won, who lost.  What was the best deal 

made. 

● Playoff standings - What is the likelihood YOUR favorite team will make the 

playoffs? 

● Expansion Draft Preview - What team should your friend(s) bring into the 

league?! 

● Usual shenanigans - I mean, come on, what did you expect? 

● Award Previews - Spoiler alert: Kris Bryant STILL really good at baseball. 

● Playoff Previews - Because who doesn’t want to know what to expect from some 

of these grudge matches? 

● MLB Talk - Who made the best trades?  Who do I like in the playoffs?  Who do I 

like in the awards?  Spoiler alert: Mike Trout, STILL really good at baseball. 

Everyone have a great week, enjoy some sunshine and some baseball action! 

 

 

 
 

TRANSACTION REPORT: 
6/29 TRADE:  To Titusville:  Marco Estrada. 

To Mudville:  Gerrit Cole, 3rd Round Draft Pick(2018).      

 

TAXI TEAM: Titusville sent down Marco Estrada. 

 

7/6 FREE AGENT:  Mudville picked up Kevin Gausman(SP). 

 

7/8 TRADE:  To Long Beach Island:  Jose Fernandez. 

To Tallahassee:  Ricky Nolasco, 4th Round Draft Pick(2018).      

 

7/9 TRADE:  To Mudville: Pedro Baez, Randal Grichuk, Ross Stripling, Nomar Mazara, 2nd Round 

Draft Pick(2018), 5th Round Draft Pick(2018).           

To Tallahassee:  Joe Blanton, Trevor Bauer, Jonathan Villar, Josh Reddick. 

 

TAXI TEAM: Tallahassee sent down Ricky Nolasco, Jake Lamb, Marcus Seimen. 

 

7/12 TAXI TEAM: Mudville sent down Nomar Mazara. 

 

 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Michael Lorenzen and called up Marco Estrada. 

 

7/14 TAXI TEAM: Tallahassee sent down Joe Blanton and called up Felix Hernandez. 

 

7/15 TRADE:  To Syracuse:  Jeff Samardzija. 

To Ocracoke:  David Ortiz.      

 

 



 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

G. Polanco(Suspended) ORL  4  GM-147  13 

M. Lorenzen  TV  4  GM-143  13  

 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Long Beach Island at Albany 

AL dogfight results in sibling smooch - Sox and Fish split 

 

Game One 

Albany 2 LBI 1  

 

Zach Davies and Tyler Chatwood lined up in a battle of 4th-5th starters with the wind blowing out. The 

fans were expecting a slugfest, so of course, it was a pitcher's duel. The Lo-Sox got on the board first with 

a Blackmon bomb in the opening frame and added another when Chuck Nazty singled in Dahl in the 

3rd. Chatwood had a hard time throwing strikes, but no problems missing bats as he carried a no-hitter 

into the 8th. Jankowski singled to lead of the 8th and the Starfish pulled within one on Murphy's RBI 

single. Melancon came in to close it out and shut the door, 2-1 Lo-Sox. 

 

Lines of the game: 

CHATWOOD  IP-7.1 H-1 ER-1 BB-6 SO-2 Win 

BLACKMON  4-1-2-2 HR, GWRBI 

  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

LBI        1   1 3 0 

ALB 1  1      x  2 7 0 

  

LBI Pitching 

Davies 6.2 (L) 

Salas 1.1 

  



ALB Pitching 

Chatwood 7.1 (W) 

Barraclough 0.2 

Melancon 1 (S) 

  

INJURIES: 

None 

  

CRAZY PLAYS: 

First play of the game - #983-999 with WARM temp = nada 

  

 

Game Two 

LBI 8  Albany 6   

 

Cory Kluber faced off with Tyler Anderson in a #1 vs. #5 match up in game 2. It looked ominous at the 

start for the Fish when Desmond got cut down trying to go 1st-to-3rd and Albany answered with 3 runs 

on Carpenter's bases drunk triple. 3-0 Lo-Sox after one. But LBI got the bats going in the 3rd when they 

exploded for 5 runs, powered by 3 walks and a Murphy 3-run clout. Albany scratched back with solo 

jacks from Arenado and Contreras - 6-6 after 4. Anderson was given a long leash and it strangled him. A 

double by Yadi, triple by Dickerson and RBI slow grounder from Baez put LBI up 8-6. Kluber settled in 

after a rocky start to save the bullpen and hand it over to Ziegler to shut the door. Singles by Dahl and 

Blackmon, followed by a walk to Votto set up bases loaded with 2 outs for Arenado. The fans were on 

their feet, Skibby held his breath, the roll went to Ziegler's card in the mid-600s, and Arenado hit a 

liner to left - but right at Dickerson, EF/CF - ballgame! Fish hold on to get the split, 8-6. 

  

Line of the game:  

MURPHY  4-1-4-3 HR, HBP 

  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  R H E 

LBI  1 5  2      8 14 0 

ALB 3 1 1 1       6 10 0 

  

LBI Pitching 

Kluber 8 (W) 

Ziegler 1 (S) 

  

ALB Pitching 

Anderson 5.1 (L) 

Bedrosian 1.2 

Reyes 1 

Claudio 1 

  

INJURIES: 

None 

  

CRAZY PLAYS: 

None 

  



Skibby - Fun rolling with you! Thanks for the great conversations : ) 

 

 

Ocracoke at Chesapeake Bay 

Eaton with game winning pinch hit double in see saw battle 

 

Game # 1 

Griffin vs. deGrom 

Cats strike first in the bottom of the 2nd inning as Hazelbaker left the yard with a solo bomb.  Beards tie it 

up in top half of 3rd on a Szczur solo shot.  Asdrubal Cabrera went deep in the 4th with a two run shot for a 

3-1 Beards lead.  Cats get one back as Jay Bruuuuuce went deep with a solo bomb as the homers are 

flying out of Camden Yards.  Bottom of the 6th inning and Luis Valbuena tries to clear the bases with a 

two out double but Joc Pederson nails Correa at the dish as a collision occurs.  Both Correa at Posey were 

ok.  I thought home plate collision were out of baseball?  Good news for Cats’ fans as two runs crossed 

the plate before the collision for a 4-3 edge.  The lead didn’t last long as big Mark Trumbo blasted a ball 

on Eutaw St. in the top of the 7th to tie the game at 4.  Bottom of the 7th and Justin Turner lead off with a 

double after a double play and free pass to Bruce the Cats went to the bench.  Adam Eaton stepped up and 

ripped a pinch hit two RBI double to break the tie.  Fowler added an RBI single as the Cats took a 7-4 

lead.  The Cats bullpen held the lead allowing only walk over the last two innings. 

  

Line of the game:  

Bruce  3-AB 2-R 2-H 1-RBI 1-HR 1-IBB 

  
                     R  H  E  LOB 

OC    001  200  100  4  15 0  12 

C-Bay 010  102  30X  7  12 0  10 

  

Pitching 

Ocracoke 

Griffin  5.0 

Uehara  1.0 

L  Dull 1.0 

Andriese  1.0 

   

Injuries: 

None 

  

C-Bay 

deGrom  5.2 

Ross .1 

W  Reed  1.0 

Phelps  1.0 

S  Bush  1.0 

  

Injuries: 

None 

  

Blackbeards blast two round trippers with a man on base for the split 

Game # 2 

Darvish vs. Scherzer 

Bears come out flying with a leadoff double from Hernandez and Schimpf two run blast for a 2-0 lead in 



only a half of an inning.  Blackbeards added to their lead in the 3rd after a Schimpf walk Trumbo blasted a 

ball off the warehouse for a 4-0 lead.  Meanwhile Darvish was keeping the Cats back in check.  Cats did 

plate a run in the 5th on a Fowler two out RBI double and Cano went deep in the 8th for a solo 

shot.  Darvish was looking for the complete game victory but ran out of gas in the 9th.  No problem as 

former Cat Kimbrel closed out the next two batters for the win and Beards’ split. 

  

Line of the game:  

Darvish 8.1-IP 5-H 2-ER 2-BB 14-K 1-HR 
  

                     R  H  E  LOB 

OC    202  000  000  4  12 0  11 

C-Bay 000  010  010  2  5  1  5 

  

Pitching 

OC 

W  Darvish  8.1 

S  Kimbrel  .2 

  

Injuries: 

Darvish runs out of gas (9th) 

  

C-Bay 

L  Scherzer  5.0 

Phelps  2.0 

Ross 1.0 

Tazawa  1.0 

  

Injuries: 

None 

  

Duran, nice time rolling.  Happy trading.  Commish 

 

 

Mudville at Titusville 

The second innings were key in both games, both of which were won by Hendricks. How is this possible? 

Read on! 

   

Game One 

Mudville 9 Titusville 7 

  

All nine of the Mudville Nine got to bat in the top of the second, when they pummeled Titusville starter, 

Ervin Santana. Five reached base before an out was recorded, and it was 5-0 Mudville when the smoke 

cleared. Titusville tried to claw back against former Perfecto, Gerrit Cole. They scored two in the third, 

one in the fourth, and three in the fifth. That might have been enough, but Mudville continued to attack 

Santana, and a Machado error in the fourth opened the door to two unearned runs. The Titusville bullpen 

closed with five scoreless innings, but it was too late, and Mudville notched a W with their new-look 

roster. Not a good day for the pitchers, as the teams combined for 30 hits, 22 of which were surrendered 

by the starters. 

  
                 R  H  E LOB 

MUD 052 200 000  9 18  1 13 



TV  002 130 001  7 12  1  9 

  

TV PITCHING 

Santana 4 (LOSS) 

Lorenzen 0.2 

Barrett 0.1 

Kontos 2 

Harris 1 

Gregerson 1 

  

MUD PITCHING 

Cole 4.2 

Hendricks, L 1.1 (WIN) 

Strop 1 

Blanton 1 

Rondon 1 (SAVE) 

  

INJURIES: Lorenzen 4 games (Crazy Play 622-657) 

  

  

Game Two 

Titusville 6 Mudville 3 

  

The Perfectos had a big second inning of their own in game two, when Jackie Bradley Jr. launched a 

grand-slam home run to cap a five-run inning. T-Ville ace, Kyle Hendricks, performed closer to this 

season’s Perfecto pitching record. He pitched into the eighth and gave up only one earned run. Three 

Titusville errors kept the door open for Mudville for a while, but Tyler Thornburg slammed the door in 

the ninth, as he has done many times this season for the Perfectos. Titusville earned the split, despite 

being outhit 10-6 in the second game. 

  
                 R  H  E LOB 

MUD 010 001 010  3 10  2  8 

TV  050 100 00x  6  6  3  6 

  

TV PITCHING 

Hendricks, K 7.2 (WIN) 

Harris 0.1 

Thornburg 1 (SAVE) 

  

MUD PITCHING 

Arrieta 6 (LOSS) 

Blanton 2 

  

INJURIES: none 

  

  

LS 

 

 

Tallahassee at Orlando 

The Rivalry continues........  



 

Archer on the hill for the Terriers and Lackey for the Hometown SHarks. 

LAckey pitches a no hitter through the first 4 innings and through five only gives up one hit, that hit 

however is a monster solo shot by Brandon Moss. But the Sharks got 3 int he first highlighted by Matt 

Adams 2 run bomb scoring Peraza (who went 4 for 4 in this game). Bottom of the 5th Sharks get 2 more 

runs Peraza scores off a Seager double and Martinez drives Seager home with the rb gcf. Sharks up 5-1. 

Lackey goes 7 2/3 with a 4 hitter, 2 hr's and 3 runs earned. The Sharks get an insurance rbi by Peraza in 

the 7th as Tally would plate one in the 7th, 8th and 9th but would not be enough as ORlando wins 6-4. In 

the second inning the wTorres ind, which was blowing out (davis missed a deep with a very low roll in 

the first) changes to no wind.  

 

 

TAL   000 010 111     4   5  0 

ORL   300 020 010    6  12  0 

 

PITCHING 

TALLY 

Archer 7 1/3ip (L) 

Torres 1/3ip 

Colome 1ip 

ORL 

Lackey 7 2/3ip (W) 

Ryan 1/3ip 

Logan 1ip (S)  

 

SB 

Herrera 1 (8) Tal 

SImmons 1(1) Orl 

 

HR 

Tall Davis 1 (9), Gyorko 1(7), Moss 1(8) 

ORL Adams 1(1) 

 

no injuries 

 

Herrera hbp 1st (Lackey) 

Rizzo hbp 1st (Lackey) 

 

Game 2 Porcello for Tally and Nola for the Sharks. Tally jumps on Nola with 4 runs in the first a 2 run 

bomb by Segura on the deep chart was the big hit in the first. Adams gets his second of the year and this 

series in the bottom of the second with a solo shot. BUt Tally had scored in the top. Tally leads 5-1 after 

2. Orlando Offense comes to life in the 6th with a 2 out 3 run bomb by MArtinez and we are 5-4. Bottom 

of the 8th and Beltre gets the ph 2 run bomb and orlando is now up 6-5. Bottom of the 8th Orlando gets 

the insurance they needed as McCann came in to slow down herrera and he jacks a lead off HR .. Davis 

answers in 11th with a solo shot of his own and his 10th on the year but it wasn't enough. Orlando gets the 

sweep and somehow...???? is 4-0 against Tally.... where is this team the rest of the season??? 

Final Score Tally 6 Orlando 8 

 

Tal   410 000 001   6  10   0 

Orl   010 032 020   8   12   1 

 



PITCHING 

Tally 

Porcello 6ip (L) 

Law 1ip 

Dierkman 1ip 

ORl 

Nola 4ip  

Ryan 1ip  

Wilson 1ip (W) 

Guerra 1ip 

Rondon1ip 

Logan 1ip (S) 

 

INJURIES 

Martinez hbp in the 7th out for game 

 

SB 

Herrera 2 (10) 

Billy Hamilton 1 (16) 

 

HR 

Segura 

Davis 

 

Martinez 

Adams 

Mccann 

Beltre 

 

Thanks for rolling Legend, see you again in a few play weeks. Good Luck until then…. 

 

 

La Jolla at Syracuse 
DICK HITTERS SHOW UP IN 6th INNING TO PROPEL CUSE TO WIN 

  

The Juggernauts came out firing on all cylinders, a 2-run bomb from Pujols in the top of the 2nd would 

give them the early lead.  In the bottom of the 2nd Papi would lead off and get plunked by Jeremy 

Hellickson and wouldn't be able to shake it off, coming out of the game.  Danny Valencia would come in 

to run for Ortiz and would score on a Wilson Ramos double to close the game to 2-1.  Top of the 3rd and 

Taijuan Walker would get the first two guys out before giving up 3 straight hits including an RBI single 

to Pujols to push the Jugs up to a 3-1 lead.  Top of the 4th would see the 'Nauts Jose Abreu earn a leadoff 

walk, followed by a Puig single.  Denard Span would ground into a fielder's choice and Dee Gordon 

would knock in Abreu to push the La Jolla lead to 4-1.  In the top of the 5th the Hazard would again get 

the first two men out before Walker gives up a single to Pujols, a walk to Beltran then an RBI double to 

Abreu, an RBI single from Puig an a run scoring error off the bat of Span and the glove of Corey Seager 

to push the Juggernauts lead to 7-1.  The Hazard would get 1 back in the bottom of the 5th with 2 outs 

after a Christian Yelich walk Miggy would lace over Span's head and make it to 3rd with a triple.  Then in 

the bottom of the 6th the Hazard would live up to the nickname the Legend gave them back in week 1; the 

Dick Hitters.  The Hazard would score 8, sending 14 to the plate and recording 9 hits to give the Hazard a 

10-7 lead.  La Jolla and Cuse would trade runs in the 7th and the Hazard bullpen would keep the 'Nauts 

quiet through the 8th and 9th to preserve the win at 11-8. 



  

PIT 

LJ 

Hellickson - 5.1 IP 

Rodriguez - L - 0.0 IP 

Neris - 1.2 IP 

Oh - 1 IP 

  

CUSE 

Walker - 4.2 IP 

Hand - 1 IP 

Bowman - W - 0.1 IP 

Smith - 1 IP 

Jones - 1 IP 

Kintzler - S - 1 IP 

  

HR 

LJ 

Pujols 

  

CUSE 

Braun 

  

No SB 

  

ERR 

LJ 

none 

  

CUSE 

Seager 

  

INJURIES 

LJ 

none 

  

CUSE 

Ortiz - HBP out for game 

  

'NAUTS HOLD ON AS CUSE GIVE KERSHAW A COMEBACK SCARE 

  

Justin Verlander and Clayton Kershaw each gave half a dazzling performance.  For Kershaw it was the 

first 5 innings, for Verlander the last 4.  The Jugs would get on the board with in the top of the 2nd with a 

solo HR from Evan Gattis, they would add a second run on an inside the park HR from Dee Gordon in the 

3rd.  The Juggernauts were not done there.  In the 4th doubles from Pujols and Abreu would push the lead 

to 3-0 and Abreu would be brought in on a Denard Span single to make it 4-0.  In the top of the 5th 

Yangervis Solarte would crank a home run with a runner aboard to make it a 6-0 game.  The Hazard had a 

6 run hill to climb and Clayton Kershaw standing atop it trying to keep them from the top.  Anthony 

Rendon would lead off the bottom of the 6th with his 3rd hit and 2nd double and would be brought in by 

Braun to make it 6-1.  With 1 out in the 7th Wilson Ramos would crack a solo shot followed by a Jefry 

Marte double.  Marte would eventually come in on a bases loaded HBP to Miggy.  With the bases juiced 



and 2 outs Wilmer whif to end the threat.  Kershaw would keep the Hazard quiet in the 8th and carry a 6-

3 lead into the 9th.  Kershaw would get Yelich out on strikes and Ozuna to fly out to left quickly before 

walking Altuve and a double to Rendon (who went 5-5 with 3 doubles against Kershaw).  Miggy would 

bring them both in on a single to make the game 6-5.  La Jolla would bring in Kenley Jansen to close it 

out and the Hazard would bring in Corey Seager to counter.  Jansen would win this matchup getting 

Seager to strike out. 

  

PIT 

LJ 

Kershaw - W - 8.2 

Jansen - S - 0.1 

  

CUSE 

Verlander - CG - L - 9 IP 

  

HR 

LJ 

Gattis, Gordon, Solarte 

  

CUSE 

Ramos 

  

No SB 

  

ERR 

LJ 

Solarte 

  

CUSE 

none 

  

INJURY 

LJ  

none 

  

CUSE 

Marte injured diving for ball in 3rd 

  

Great games with playoff feel Kevin!  Thanks for coming to the new casa! 

  

 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 
Chesapeake Bay 



Scherzer Rest 4 games 

Greinke  Rested 

Lester  Rest 1 game 

Strasburg Rest 2 games  

deGrom Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Phelps must REST in game one 

Ross must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Tazawa pitched in one game 

 

Tallahassee 

Porcello Rest 4 games 

Bauer  Rested 

Guerra  Rest 1 game 

Straily  Rest 2 games 

Archer  Rest 3 games 

Nolasco Rest 2 games 

F. Hernandez Rested 

Bullpen: 

Blanton must REST in game one 

Law pitched in one game 

Diekman pitched in one game 

 

Orlando 

Nola  Rest 4 games 

Pomeranz Rested 

Fulmer  Rest 1 game 

Ray  Rest 2 games 

Lackey  Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Ryan must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Logan must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Guerra pitched in one game 

A.Wilson pitched in one game 

Rondon pitched in one game 

 

Titusville 

Hendricks Rest 4 games 

Sale  Rested 

Estrada  Rest 1 game 

Wright  Rest 1 game 

Iwakuma Rest 2 games 

Santana  Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Harris must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 

Thornburg pitched in one game 

 

Mudville 

Arrieta  Rest 4 games 

Zimmerman  Rested 

Gausman Rested 



Stripling Rest 2 games to start (Rested if relief) 

Cole  Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Rested 

 

Long Beach Island 

Kluber  Rest 4 game 

Carrasco Rested 

Price  Rest 1 game  

J. Fernandez Rested 

Davies  Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Ziegler pitched in one game 

 

Syracuse 

Verlander Rest 4 games 

Quintana Rested 

Eickhoff Rest 1 game 

Hamels  Rest 2 games 

Walker  Rest 3 games 

Samardzija Rested 

Bullpen: 

Rested 

 

Ocracoke 

Darvish  Rest 4 games 

DeSclafani Rested 

Bumgarner Rest 1 game 

Maeda  Rest 2 games 

Lewis  Rest 2 games  

Griffin  Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Rested 

 

La Jolla 

Kershaw Rest 4 games 

Cueto  Rested 

Hill  Rest 1 game  

Shoemaker Rested 

Hellickson Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Jansen pitched in one game 

 

Albany 

Anderson Rest 4 games 

Syndergaard Rested 

Martinez Rest 1 game 

Gray  Rest 2 games 

Chatwood Rest 3 games 

Bullpen: 

Bedrosian must REST in game one 



Claudio pitched in one game 

Reyes pitched in one game 

 

 

 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Week 12 Previews 

 

So here we are.  12 games from the finish.  ⅔ of the way through our season.  And if you look at 

the standings in the AL, it looks like we haven’t even tried to decide who will win it.  We don’t 

really need a division winner, do we?  At this rate, we’ll figure out a way to have a 5 way tie and 

cause mass chaos, but officially, we will all have made the postseason.  And I am SUPER glad I 

don’t have to figure out that mess. 

 

So we’re, as of today, two weeks from the trade deadline.  That’s right folks.  July 28th per the 

rule book is the trade deadline.  I looked it up.  That’s some in depth preview reporting right 

WEEK 12 JULY 14 - JULY 23 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

121 CHESAPEAKE BAY SYRACUSE COMMISH COOP AL NIGHT

122 CHESAPEAKE BAY SYRACUSE NIGHT

123 TITUSVILLE ALBANY LENNY MICHAEL AL NIGHT

124 TITUSVILLE ALBANY NIGHT

125 ORLANDO OCRACOKE BUCK DURAN AL NIGHT

126 ORLANDO OCRACOKE NIGHT

127 TALLAHASSEE LONG BEACH DON JR. SKIBBY AL NIGHT

128 TALLAHASSEE LONG BEACH NIGHT

129 MUDVILLE LA JOLLA CASEY KEVIN AL NIGHT

130 MUDVILLE LA JOLLA NIGHT



there.  So if you’re going to buy, but more importantly, sell, you better decide which way to go 

quick.   

 

Also if you’re going to sell could you let me know before you tell anyone else because that’d be 

super sweet.   

 

On to the previews!! 

 

Series One - Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (15-9) vs. Syracuse Hazard (12-12) 

 

Back not too long ago, the Channel Cats had the number of the Hazard.  Good news for Hazard 

fans as they are 5-3 at home so far this year, and 8-4 in interleague play.   

 Chesapeake Bay - What to Watch For → Can the road warrior keep up with jet lag?  I’m 

reasonably certain in the last month he’s been out of town more than he’s been in it.  Is this part 

of the reason for not making any moves yet?  Or is this by design, since the Cats have been hot 

so far, with only one game separating them from best record in the league status.  Not much 

sense fixing what ain’t broke I suppose.  These might also end up on the roller, due to the 

Commish being in sunny Florida.  Sometimes it sucks bein the man! 

 Chesapeake Bay - Player to Watch → I feel like I’m 2 for 2 on this one.  Fowler wasn’t amazing, 

but had a pretty damned good week last week.  So now there’s some pressure...I’m going with 

Jon Lester this week.  It’s the third week in a row that the Hazard will face a southpaw, and they 

haven’t really lit one up yet, despite having some BIG home run ranges.  It will be up to Lester to 

make sure they don’t make him a victim.  He may want to let a guy on, just to not give up the 

long balls… 

 Syracuse - What to Watch For → The Hazard are on the trade trail hard, trying just about every 

team in the league to acquire another starting pitcher for the stretch run.  Maybe they should be 

looking for that good chemistry guy to bring the team together.  The glue guy.  Is Jonny Gomes 

kicking around somewhere…? 

 Syracuse - Player to Watch → It’s going to be players.  Quintana and Eickhoff have the 

unenviable task of trying to slow down the Channel Cats.  They are a combined 2-5 this season, 

and combined have allowed 13 long balls in ten starts.  C-Bay is averaging hitting close to 2 per 

game.  It will be super important to limit the damage if the long balls are allowed, by not allowing 

base runners.  Fortunately, free passes are tough to come by, with Eickhoff allowing 2 and 

Quintana allowing 5 so far this year.   

 

It’s an interesting matchup, with these being the one and two teams coming out of the draft 

facing off right before the trade deadline.  Is there an outside shot that if the Hazard get swept 

they sell before the deadline? 



 

Series Two - Titusville Perfectos (16-8) vs. Albany Lo-Sox (12-12) 

 

Hurray for sibling rivalry!  The Perfectos head west, to possibly put a damper on the brother’s 

season heading into Summer Slam 

 Titusville - What to Watch For → Nine.  This isn’t a tip of the cap to Mudville.  The is the number 

of long balls the Perfectos need to tie the single season home run record. I’m not saying they’re 

going to all come this week, but with 12 to play, and at a rate of 2.33 per game, it may not be a 

question of IF, but a question of WHEN will the record be broken?  The other big question in 

Titusville, can they stay ahead of the Channel Cats?  We may know when the record is broken 

before we know who will win this division. 

 Titusville - Player to Watch → The newest Perfecto, Marco Estrada.  He got the call up today, I 

assume to pitch against the Lo-Sox.  It will be interesting to see how Estrada fits into the 

scheme in Titusville, as he tends to allow more free passes than the Perfectos give up.  So far 

this season the Perfectos averaging giving up 0.186 walks per inning.  Estrada averages 0.524 

walks per inning. On the bright side, he doesn’t give up as many hits per inning (0.699) as the 

current Perfectos staff (0.987).  Somehow, he’ll have to keep runs off the board, and as long as 

that happens, life will be happy in Tittyville. 

 

Albany - What to Watch For → Can they keep it close?  The Lo-Sox seem to have a more gap 
hitting, take the extra base type of team rather than a bloop and a blast type of team.  If this 
thing turns into an all out slugfest, can the Lo-Sox put up enough runs to stay in the game?  
That will be the key for them in this series and staying in the race in the American Division. 
 Albany - Player to Watch → David Dahl.  The kid is due.  Had a decent series against LBI, and 

maybe could get on base a few times and show that maybe just maybe, he can be a force that 

the Lo-Sox need down the stretch.  The 9th spot worked well for Contrares earlier in the year, 

maybe it will have some luck on Dahl and elongate the lineup a bit. 

 

Series Three - Orlando Sharks (9-15) vs. Ocracoke Blackbeards (13-11) 

 

The Sharks made a whole lot of noise last week, sweeping past the Terriers and getting right 

back in the hunt for that third playoff spot.  Will some of that magic carry over to the next Allen 

they face, in the form of the Blackbeards? 

 

Orlando - What to Watch For → Earlier on they traded away Verlander and got a decent return.  

The Sharks have been uncharacteristically quiet on the trade front.  I’m not sure they would 

want to go into a potential wild card game depleted, and they may not believe they have enough 

to compete with Titusville or C-Bay, so buying isn’t a great option.  This week will be the last 

chance the Sharks have to decide to either improve the club or see if they can acquire a few 

picks in preparation for next season. 



 

Orlando - Player to Watch → Billy Hamilton.  Sure, it’s an easy pick, but I’m issuing a challenge.  

He is currently 16 stolen bases away from the record.  There’s NO WAY he gets the 22 needed 

to tie the record in the next 12 games.  It cannot happen.  I would also like to apologize to 

everyone who plays Buck between now and the end of the season, because god damn it he’s 

going to TRY to steal at least 22 bases with Hamilton in the next 12 games.  Since we don’t 

track getting on by fielder’s choice, I can say that he’s been on base approximately 30 times in 

24 games.  He’s gonna have to bump up that OBP if he wants to break the record! 

 Ocracoke - What to Watch For → When you look at it on paper, the Blackbeards have two 

“easy” weeks, and this should be one of them.  If you look at the records, you would think that 

this should at least be a split for the ‘beards.  With 8 of the last 12 within the division, the ‘beards 

can’t take this week likely.  It may not be the divisional matchup you get pumped for, but winning 

can help lead to a playoff berth down the line.   

 Ocracoke - Player to Watch → Joc Pederson has been tough for many teams to handle.  He’s 

been hitting the long ball well (7 on the year) and can draw a few walks too.  He’s been OC’s 

best player this year, and if they’re going to make it to the playoffs and beyond, it might be 

powered by this guys bat, and he may be a legit Player of the Year candidate if he gets much 

hotter down the stretch. 

 

Series Four - Tallahassee Terriers (10-14) vs. Long Beach Island Starfish (13-11) 

 

The Terriers come face off against the Starfish for their annual matchup.  Feels like it’s a lot 

later in the season than usual.  The two just made a swap, and then the Terriers pulled off a big 

trade, showing that there’s still fight in the feisty Terriers before 2017 is through. 

 Tallahassee - What to Watch For → New blood everywhere.  They pulled off one trade, a one for 

one deal, and then the made a eight player swap with Mudville, acquiring two arms and two bats 

for the stretch run.  I would say that it’s safe to say Tallahassee has their eyes set on that third 

playoff spot in the NL and the series against the Sharks worked as a bit of motivation to go 

seize that spot.   

 Tallahassee - Player to Watch → Jonathan Villar.  We’ve written about him before, but never on 

the Terriers.  You don’t trade for someone picked in the first round to have them sit on the 

bench.  The Terriers were aggressive on the base paths last week against the Sharks, and Villar 

will add some more speed to their lineup.  It remains to be seen where he will slot in, but he will 

show up against the ‘fish at some point this series.   

 Long Beach Island - What to Watch For → After last week’s close series with Albany, LBI just 

keeps plugging away, split after split.  The ‘fish did just add fire baller Jose Fernandez to the 

mix, moving on from Ricky Nolasco, so that would be considered an upgrade right there.  



There’s been a bit of a power outage on the island as well, as it seems the long balls have been 

coming fewer and farther between lately.  Maybe some home cookin will get those balls flyin 

again. 

 Long Beach Island - Player to Watch → Carlos Carrasco.  The stats show the dude has been a 

beast, with an ERA almost under 1, and a WHIP at 0.80.  He’s been a tough draw all year, and 

Starfish fans will be cheering for him loudly as they face the Legend and his Terriers squad. 

 

Series Five - Mudville Nine (7-17) vs. La Jolla JUGGERNAUT (13-11) 

 

Mudville comes in after pulling off some seller moves, while La Jolla is still right in the thick of 

things in the AL, in a three way tie for first, but only a game up on being out of the playoffs. 

 

Mudville - What to Watch For → I think we’ve reached the point that the Nine are going to look 

to start playing the role of spoiler from here on out.  Their first task, if they choose to accept it, is 

to slow down the JUGGERNAUT from the other division.  If the pitching shows up this week it 

could be a tough go for the Jugs, because they don’t score a ton of runs (Mudville has scored a 

few more than LJ) so this is the type of matchup that Mudville could enjoy, and a chance to 

mess with the standings a little bit. 

 Mudville - Player to Watch → Mike Trout.  Mike Trout did not come to upstate NY to muddle 

through rebuilding years.  Mike Trout is an MVP.  Mike Trout wants a title shot.  He’s probably 

MUCH closer to getting one in Mudville than Anaheim, so I would expect him to show the new 

guys the ropes as the season winds down, maybe mess up the hopes of a few contenders, and 

then start working towards a more successful 2018. 

 La Jolla - What to Watch For → After that scare of getting swept, they managed to split last week 

and keep at least a piece of the lead in the AL.  On paper, La Jolla does not face a team with a 

record above .500 until the last week of the season.  This is the time for the JUGGERNAUT to 

take advantage of a “weak” schedule.  Are the Jugs going to make a buyer move before the 

deadline?  They made their first ever trade about this time last year, but things have been pretty 

quiet for the Juggie faithful on the trade market so far.  We may see if they have something up 

their sleeve after this series completes. 

 

La Jolla - Player to Watch → Last time out, Johnny Cueto pitched out of his mind deep into the 

game of a scoreless tie, and actually pitched into the 10th inning.  The JUGGERNAUT could 

use another performance like that this play week, and hope to lock down at least a split.  If 

Cueto pitches half as good against Mudville as he did against LBI, it’s a strong possibility that 

could be enough for the Jugs to get at least one victory this week. 

 

 



 
 

ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 

Rogers 

Casilla 

Polanco 

Upton 

Soler 

Robertson 

Carter 

 

Tallahassee 

Buxton 

Lamb 

Nolasco 

Gray 

Profar 

Semien 
Hernandez 

 

Orlando 

May 

Morrison 

Polanco 

Boyd 

Wilson 

Kinsler 

Rodon 

 

Titusville 

Maurer 

Harper 

Lorenzen 
Gonzalez 

Nunez 

Abad 

Pence 

 
Mudville 

Mazara 
Velasquez 

Manaea 

Leon 

Schwarber 

Sardinas 

Brantley 



 
Long Beach Island 

Perez 

Giles 

Conforto 

Gordon 

Betts 

Marte 

Pollock 

 
Syracuse 

McCutchen 

Iglesias 

Ross 

Dozier 

Maybin 

Smolinski 

Matz 

 

Orcacoke 

Kepler 

Eibner 

Cron 

Odorizzi 

Samardzija 

Lugo 

Arcia 

 
La Jolla 

Leake 

Broxton 

Wong 

Francoeur 

Sano 

Phillips 

Napoli 

 
Albany 

Descalso 

Ramos 

Dyson 

Casali 

Colon 

Moore 

Pagan 

 

Enjoy Week 12 

Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, and Don Allen Jr. 


