
 
AROUND THE DIAMOND IN THE ABL 

WEEK 10 

6/30/17 

 
BIG STORY:  As the trading season begins in full effect the American Division is still a five-team race.  
Only one game separates first place to last place with all five teams in contention for a division crown and 
playoff spots.  The trading season will be interesting with only one announced “seller” in Mudville to try 
and improve your club for the stretch run. The Blackbeards sweeping La Jolla and the surprising sweep of 
Albany by Mudville has once again tightened up the American Division.  In the National Division, the 
defending champion Channel Cats won their 5th in a row to pull within one game of the league’s top club 
all season in Titusville.  Who’s going to buy or sell?  Will some teams just hold serve?  A lot could be 
determined in the next week as teams struggle with if they are a pretender or a contender.    
   
 

2017 ABL STANDINGS 
 

NATIONAL   W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY HOME  DIV  VS AD  

Titusville  15 7 -- .682 115 86 6-2 9-5 9-3 6-4 

Chesapeake Bay 14 8 1 .636 121 94 6-6 8-2 10-2 4-6 

Tallahassee 10 12 5 .455 102 117 3-5 7-7 3-5 7-7 

Orlando  7 15 8 .318 82 112 6-8 1-7 4-10 3-5 

Mudville  6 16 9 .273 102 138 2-10 4-6 2-8 4-8 

 

AMERICAN  W L GB PCT RS RA   AWAY  HOME  DIV  VS ND 

La Jolla  12 10 -- .545 95 102 4-6 8-4 6-6 6-4 

Long Beach  12 10 -- .545 110 95 4-4 8-6 7-5 5-5 

Ocracoke  12 10 -- .545 118 116 5-7 7-3 7-5 5-5 

Albany  11 11 1 .500 102 115 4-6 7-5 5-5 6-6 

Syracuse  11 11 1 .500 124 96 7-9 4-2 3-7 8-4 

 

X-PLAYOFF SPOT Y-DIVISION       

Z- TIED FOR PLAYOFF SPOT, ONE GAME SHOWDOWNS 

 

DEADLINES: 

Play Week begins June 30th 

Recap and Score Sheets due July 10th 8 p.m. est. 

 

SCORES 

OC  4  LJ  3 



OC  7  LJ  0 

LBI  4  SYR  2 

SYR  6  LJ  4 

CB  6  ORL  2 

CB  2  ORL  1 

TA  3  TV  2 

TV  6  TA  2 

MUD  16  ALB  2 

MUD  8  ALB  4 

 

 

2017 ABL TEAMS AND MANAGERS: 

National Division 
Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats(28th Season) Scott “Commish” Allen (Defending Champions)   
Tallahassee Terriers(27th Season)  Don “Legend” Allen Jr. 
Orlando Sharks(16th Season)   Greg “Buck” Dietzen 
Titusville Perfectos(10th Season)  Lennart “Lenny” Saaf    
Mudville Nine(3rd Season)   Casey "The Kid" Allen 
 
American Division 
Long Beach Island Starfish(15th Season) Jim “Skibby”  Bomysoad   
Syracuse Hazard(13th Season)   Jason “Coop” Cupelo   
Ocracoke Blackbeards(10th Season)  Duran “Stole” Allen 
La Jolla Juggernaut(3rd Season)   Kevin “Eradicator” Waters 
Albany Lo-Sox(Expansion Season)  Michael Saaf 
  
 

ABL 2017 IP’S 

Tallahassee  15 
Mudville  15 
Titusville  15 
Syracuse  15 
Long Beach Island 15 
La Jolla   15 
Albany   15 
Chesapeake Bay 14 
Ocracoke  13 
Orlando  12 
 

 

 
 

ROLLING DICE??  (Q and A with Game Play Notes)  (PLEASE TAKE NOTE) 

(Italic are present in the current charts) 



 

1.  You’re playing live with dice and a die is on its side in the box.  What is the correct procedure?  

 

ANSWER:  Per ABL Rulebook:  When playing live and rolling dice, occasionally a die will show a few 

numbers and not lie flat or up on its side.  When this happens, the manager should only re-roll the die 

that was in question and keep the results from any other dice that were lying flat.   
 

 

TEAM NEWS: 

Announced on twitter this past week was the news a new manager will be joining the ranks of the ABL in 
2018.  Chris Marcello completed the developmental plan and is expansion application has been accepted.  
Chris will become the 35th manager in ABL history when he rolls his first game next February.  Chris will 
set up camp in Brooklyn, New York and his club will be known as the Crown Heights Kings playing their 
home games in pitcher friendly Seattle’s Safeco Stadium.  The Kings already have an identity with their 
logo located below.  
 
If any manager plans on not participating in the ABL next season, please let the Commish know as soon 
as possible for planning purposes.  Please leave the league in good standing so you may return in the 
future if you desire to do so.   
 
If a former manager is considering returning to the ABL for next season, please request an expansion 
application to reactivate your franchise before November 15th.  Your franchise will officially be re-
activated once the league fee is paid in full. 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

ABL TRIVIA: 

With the announcement that the ABL will have a new manager in 2018 as Chris Marcello joins the ranks 
of the ABL. Of the following expansion teams listed, which club had the best winning percentage in the 
first season in the ABL? 

   
A) La Jolla 
B) Mudville 
C) Ocracoke 
D) Titusville 

 
Trivia answer located after the previews and before the taxi teams. 

 
 

 
 
SKIBBY’S SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Spotlight is currently in a rain delay and possibly postponement till next week. 

 
 
 

 
 
RULES OF THE GAME: 

 

Plan to return next play week after vacation. 



 
 

 
 
FUTURE ABL MANAGERS:   
Reminder to all managers that if you find someone interested in baseball let’s get them started in the ABL 
Developmental Plan playing practice games.  Contact the Commish for a sample set of cards/charts and 
start teaching the ABL’s next Billy Martin the excitement of tabletop baseball. 
 
ABL Developmental Plan Guidelines: 
At a minimum new perspective managers, must complete the following: 

1. Two practice games with an ABL Manager with score sheets. 
2. One practice game with an ABL Manager on the dice roller. 
3. Total of three practice games must be completed with ABL Managers. 
4. Then the new perspective manager should request an ABL Expansion Application. 
5. Finally, the new perspective manager should pay the $60 operational fee once their ABL 

Expansion Application is approved. 
 
 
RECAPS OF ABL DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN BASEBALL: 

Recaps written by ABL Developmental Manager:  Chris Marcello 

Rochester at Long Island Beach 

Garcia Walk-Off Double Caps Epic Comeback Victory for Starfish (Salazar v. Davies) 

The Rebels headed to LBI for the last exhibition game of the Development Series, but it was no beach 

vacation. Bautista and Davis got the party started for the Rebels with solo shots in the 1st and 2nd, 

respectfully. Rochester rallied to tack on 3 more runs in the top of the 6th. Schoop, Donaldson and 

Bautista contributed with RBI singles. Things were looking bleak for the Starfish as they trailed 5-0. A 

Baez RBI single in the bottom of the 6th finally deleted the goose egg, but the Starfish weren't finished. 

Garcia knocked in an RBI single to bring the Starfish within 3. Schoop went yard in the top of the 8th to 

extend the lead to 4. Baez closed the gap with a 2 run bomb off of Betances. Buchter came in in the 9th, 

shutting down the Rebels by striking out the side . In the bottom of the 9th, the Rebels called in their 

closer Zach Britton to shut down the rolling Starfish. Britton gave up a home run to Healy. Then he 

loaded up the bases. Garcia slaps a double, and two score to finish the comeback. 



Final Score: Long Beach Island - 7, Rochester - 6 

Line of the Game: Baez - 4 AB, 2 Runs, 2 Hits, 3 RBIs, 1 HR 

Pitchers: 

Rochester 

Salazar (6) 

Betances (2) 

L - Britton (.2) 

Long Beach Island 

Davies (5.2) 

De La Rosa (2.1) 

W - Buchter (1) 

No Injuries 

 
 

 
 
TRANSACTION REPORT: 

6/15 TAXI TEAM:  Titusville sent down Hunter Pence and called up Jackie Bradley. 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Tallahassee sent down Felix Hernandez and called up Ross Stripling. 
 
6/16 FREE AGENT:  Ocracoke picked up C.J. Cron(1B), Matt Szczur(LF), Brett Eibner(RF), Ryan 
Rua(LF) and dropped Colin Rea(SP), Matt Harvey (SP), Brad Miller (SS), Jason Heyward(RF). 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down C.J. Cron, Jake Odorizzi, Seth Lugo, Xavier Cedeno. 
 
6/27 FREE AGENT:  Ocracoke picked up Elvis Andrus(SS) and dropped Xavier Cedeno(RP). 
 
 TAXI TEAM:  Ocracoke sent down Brett Eibner. 
 
6/28 TRADE:  To Ocracoke:  Colby Lewis. 

To Mudville:  Tim Beckham, 4th Round Draft Pick(2018).  



 
TRADE:  To Syracuse:  Hunter Strickland, Jake Smolinski. 
To Mudville:  Pedro Strop, 3rd Round Draft Pick(2018).  
 
TAXI TEAM:  Syracuse sent down Raisel Iglesias, Jake Smolinski. 

 
 FREE AGENT:  Syracuse dropped Paul Clemens(RP). 
 
 FREE AGENT:  Orlando picked up Scott Schebler(RF) and dropped Derek Holland(SP). 
 

TAXI TEAM:  Orlando sent down Gregory Polanco. 
 
6/29 TRADE:  To Titusville:  Marco Estrada. 

To Mudville:  Gerrit Cole, 3rd Round Draft Pick(2018).      
 

TAXI TEAM: Titusville sent down Marco Estrada. 
 
 

 
 

INJURY/SUSPENSION REPORT: 

PLAYER                  TEAM         GAMES        ACTIVE       WEEK?  OFF/IR 

G. Polanco(Suspended) ORL  4  GM-147  13 
M. Shoemaker  LJ  4  GM-129  12 
M. Estrada  TV/MUD 4  GM-129  12 
 

 

 
 

RECAPS OF ABL BASEBALL: 

Mudville at Albany 

gm1 
Martinez vs Estrada 
It start things off the Nine had back to back singles in the bottom of the first. Trout comes up and hits a 
three run home run. about time. Yes I had to feed him spinach. Estrada was in complete beast mode. Only 
until the top of the 6th when DJ would hit a liner off his forehead and he would have to taken out of the 
game with a 4 game injury. In the bottom of the 4th team MVP Bour hit a grand slam to put the Nine up 
7-0. In the bottom of the 6th the Nine scored 7 runs via a bunch of singles and 2 doubles. In the bottom of 



the 7th Piscotty tallied a run with a double scoring springer. In the top of the 8th Arenado would hit a two 
run shot to take out the shut out for the Nine. The Nine would win 16-2. 
 
Pitching  
Albany 
L-Martinez 5ip 
Rusin 2 2/3ip 
Claudio 2ip 
 
Mudville 
W-Estrada 5ip 
Blanton 2ip 
Hendricks 2ip 
 
Home runs  
Bour, Trout and Arenado 
 
Injuries 
Martinez 1gm and Estrada 4gms =( 
 
gm2 
Gray vs Lewis 
The weather messed up the game plan as the weather would be Hot. The Nine started the scoring first 
with a Bour solo shot in the bottom of the second. In the top of the 4th the Nine would score with some 
Buck ball, single, steal, single the guy in. Lewis would get hit by a pitch and would get hurt. What the 
hell man I never get a break. this is the new game plan you all know my bullpen sucks so yall take out my 
starter. The Lo soxs score 1 run via a Votto double in the 6th. The Nine would retaliate scoring 3 runs via 
a pinch hit Kipnis double clearing the bases. The next inning the Nine score 3 more via singles and walks. 
The Lo soxs would make it a game scoring 3 runs in the top of the 8th 2 via a Story 2 run moooooon shot. 
In the ninth Rondon came in and secured the sweep. Nine win 8-4. 
 
Pitching 
Albany 
L-Gray 4 1/3ip 
Reyes 1ip 
Barraclogh 2/3ip 
Bedrosian 2ip 
 
Mudville 
W-Lewis 5ip 
Duke 1ip 
Strickland 2ip 
Rondon 1ip 
 
Home runs 
Bour, and Story 
 
Injuries 
Lewis HBP 
 
I had a blast rolling and talking baseball. I hope your mom is ok and good luck the rest of the way. 



 
 

Titusville at Tallahassee 

gm107 
2ND CONSECUTIVE WALK OFF WIN FOR TERRIERS 
 
Both teams were having troubling making contact in this but when they did it usually went over the fence. 
Probably why they are 1 and 2 in HR in the league. Titusville started the scoring with solo HR's in the 4th 
and 6th from Longoria and Grandal. Tallahassee had no answers for the knuckballer Wright. Perfectos 
decide to go the bullpen in the 7th and Gyorko would greet the first pitch he saw from Harris for a solo 
blast. PH Frazier would tie it at 2-2 with a solo shot later in the inning. Terriers bullpen pitched a sold 8th 
and 9th. In the bottom of the 9th with 2outs Herrera would single steal 2nd and score the winning run on a 
Segura RBI double. Final 3-2 
 
Titusville Pitchers 
Wright 6ip 
Harris 1ip 
Lorenzen 1 2/3ip Loss 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Guerra 7ip 
Torres 1ip 
Cervenka 1ip Win 
 
HR 
Longoria, Grandal, Gyorko and Frazier 
 
No Injuries 
 
gm 108 
PERFECTOS JUMP OUT EARLY WITH THE LONG BALL AND EARN THE SPLIT 
 
Straily who has been solid all season leading the team in wins was a little shaky in early on. Perfectos 
scored 3 in the 1st with a big 3-run blast from the Grandyman. They would tack one on in the 2nd via a 
Grandal RBI range double. Machado made it 5-0 with a solo HR in the 3rd. That was plenty for Iwakuma 
who was in control through out the night. In the 7th Iwakuma showed signs of tiring giving up 2 runs via 
small ball 5-2. Perfectos got one of the runs back in the 8th to make it 6-2. Bullpen would not blow this 
one going 2 innings striking out 5 hitters. Final 6-2 
 
Titusville Pitchers 
Iwakuma 7ip Win 
Gregerson 1ip 
Thronburg 1ip 
 
Tallahassee Pitchers 
Straily 7ip Loss 
Diekman 1ip 
Stripling 1ip 
 
HR 
Granderson, Machado 



 
No Injuries 
 
Great time talking and rolling Lenny enjoy Vegas and the rest of your trip Hope to play you again before 
the season is over.  Legend 
 
 
Orlando at Chesapeake Bay 

Lucroy blasts Grand Salami as Cats take game one  
Game # 1 
Fulmer vs. Lester 
A hot evening causing the starters to tire early and the ball could jump off the bats.  Cats open the scoring 
on a Valbuena double that plated Cano in the bottom of the 1st inning for an early lead.  Sharks come right 
back in top of the 2nd inning on a James McCann solo bomb.  Cats break it open in the 4th inning as 
Lucroy stepped up with the bases loaded and sent a big fly over the wall in left for a Grand Slam and 5-1 
lead.  Each team added a run as Lester went five plus with 6 K’s and four pitchers preserved the lead 
including recording 8 of the last 9 outs via the strikeout. 
 
Line of the game:  

Lucroy  4-AB 1-R 2-H 4-RBI 1-HR 
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

Orl   010  001  000  2  6  0  6 

C-Bay 100  401  00X  6  2  0  6 

 

Pitching 
Orlandio 
L  Fulmer  4.0 
Ryan 1.1 
Rondon  .2 
Gearrin  1.0 
Guerra  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
Polanco given the news he’ll miss game two due to his wife having a baby girl (6th) 
 

C-Bay 
W  Lester  5.1 
Phelps  .2 
Bush  1.0 
Tazawa  1.0 
Chapman  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Cats hold on as Lucroy goes deep again to edge feisty Sharks for 5th win in a row 
Game # 2 
Ray vs. Strasburg 
Cats strike first again in the bottom of the 2nd inning as Lucroy took Ray deep for a solo shot.  Sharks play 
the power game in the 4th as sparky Dustin Pedroia goes deep to tie the game at 1 a piece in a tight 



pitcher’s duel.  Cats take the lead back in the 5th with three straight singles as Melky Cabrera plated 
Fowler for a 2-1 lead.  In the 8th Polanco’s wife called asking where her husband was since he wasn’t at 
the hospital.  Polanco will have to pay for that mistake at home and also serve a league imposed 
suspension.  Sharks did almost tie the game in the 9th as pinch hitter Beltre singled and pinch runner 
Hernan Perez stole the only base of the series to reach 2nd base.  Chapman recovered and struck out 
Peraza and induced a ground out to Hamilton to preserve the win.  Skibby got it right about Lucroy being 
a player to watch as he keeps the Sharks’ dangerous running game at bay for at least one series.  
 
Line of the game:  

Lucroy  4-AB 1-R 1-H 1-RBI 1-HR 
 
                     R  H  E  LOB 

Orl   000  100  000  1  11 0  10 

C-Bay 001  010  00X  2  8  1  10 

 

Pitching 
Orlando 
L  Ray  6.0 
Wilson  1.0 
Gearrin  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 

C-Bay 
W  Strasburg  7.1 
Tazawa  .2 
S  Chapman  1.0 
 
Injuries: 
None 
 
Buck thanks for rolling early and I enjoyed the ball chatter as always.  Commish 
 
 
La Jolla at Ocracoke 

KENDRICK POWERS THE BEARDS 
GM1 
Hill vs Bumgarner 
La Jolla waste no time in first jumping out to the 1-0 with a Gordon lead off double and Prado RBI single. 
Kendrick responds in the second for the beards with a two RBI single. Hernadez adds an RBI single in the 
4th to make it 3-1 beards. Kendrick would get his third RBI with a single in the fifth to make it 4-1. Top 
sixth and Matt Kemp would hit an RBI double to cut lead in half to 4-2. Top 9th and Gordon would chase 
Bumgarner after a two out RBI double. Kimbrel would be benched this time after blowing another save 
last series. Ryan Dull would be handed the keys for one out but would drill Pinch hitter solarte with a 
fastball putting runners on first and second. Dull would get next batter Bogaerts to fly out to cf for final 
out. 
Final LJ 3 OC 4 
 
Pitching 
La Jolla 



L- Hill 4 2/3 inn 
Neris 1 inn 
Quakenbush 2 1/3 inn 
 
Ocracoke 
W- Bumgarner 8 2/3 inn 
S- Dull 1/3 inn 
 
Injuries 
LJ- Solarte HBP in 9th (out for game) 
OC- none 
 
MAEDA TOSSES NINE INNING SIX HIT SHUTOUT FOR SWEEP 
GM2 
Shoemaker vs Maeda 
OC would strike first in the first this time with a Trumbo RBI double. Newly added Sczcur would add a 
RBI single in the 3rd. Right after Shoemaker would feel a twinge in elbow and go down for 4games. In 
the 6th, Cabrera would add a two RBI single. In the 7th, Schimpf would launch a two run shot before OC 
would close out their scoring in the 8th with a Cabrera solo shot. Maeda meanwhile would take the circle 
in the 6th and then put his foot on the juggernaut jugular sending them down in order from 7-9 inn. 
Maeda would spread 10 K's throughout the game. 
Final LJ 0 OC 7 
 
Pitching 
L- shoemaker 2 1/3 inn 
Blevins 2 2/3 inn 
Rodriguez 1 inn 
Neris 1 inn 
Oh 1 inn 
 
OC  
W- Maeda 9 inn 
 
Injuries 
 
LJ- Shoemaker (4gms twinge in elbow, CP# 201) 
OC- none 
 
Thanks for rolling kevin.  Duran 
 
 
Syracuse at Long Beach Island 

Cuse rolls into LBI to finish off a crazy play week that showed a lot of movement in the American 
division, which is sure to impact things down the stretch. 
 
Game 1 - Eickhoff vs Price - LBI would frequently try to hassle the Hoff early on, and would finally 
break through in the 3rd with an RBI single from Healy.  Price would be lockin in down on Syracuse, 
going perfect through 4.  Moral victories all around as Cuse would break up the no-hitter and the shutout 
in the 5th with an RBI double offa the bat of Taken.  LBI would plate 3 offa the Hoff in the 5th, with 
newcomer Alex Dickerson hitting his 2nd double and getting his first LBI RBI.  Cuse would scrape one 



back in the 6th, with an Altuve GCF, but Price would settle in and Ziegler would keep them off balanced 
in the 9th and seal the win.  Final Score LBI 4 Syracuse 2 
 
Pitching 
Cuse 
<L> Eickhoff 5.0 
Hand 1.0 
Bowman 1.0 
Smith 1.0 
 
LBI  
<W> Price 7.2 
Familia 0.1 
<S> Ziegler 1.0 
 
Injuries, 
Cuse - None 
LBI - Baez, HBP, out for game 
 
Game 2 - Hamels vs. Nolasco - LBI would waste no time getting off to a quick start, putting up 4 runs in 
the second, with Suarez hitting a 3 run shot to cap off the inning.  On the deep chart.  Which Miggy 
couldn't do with the wind blowing out #justsayin.  Nolasco would look like a real pitcher until well, until 
he didn't.  In the 6th he would allow a two out run to score, with Miggy driving in the run, and then he 
would allow 4 in the 7th to take the lead, highlighted by a Rendon blast.  Syracuse would get an insurance 
run in the 8th, and while LBI would threaten in the 9th, Kintzler would shut the door and Syracuse earns 
the split.  Final Score Syracuse 6 LBI 4 
 
Pitching 
Cuse 
<W> Hamels 7.0 
Jones 1.0 
<S> Kintzler 1.0 
 
LBI  
<L> Nolasco 7.0 
Buchter 1.0 
Boshers 1.0 
 
No injuries  
 
 

 
 

ABL PITCHING STATUS: 

Chesapeake Bay 



Scherzer Rest 1 game 
Greinke  Rest 2 games 
Lester  Rest 3 games 
Strasburg Rest 4 games  
deGrom Rested 
Bullpen: 
Chapman must REST in game one 
Tazawa must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
 

Tallahassee 
Porcello Rest 1 game 
J. Fernandez Rest 2 games 
Guerra  Rest 3 games 
Straily  Rest 4 games 
F. Hernandez Rested 
Archer  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Stripling must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Diekman pitched in one game 
 

Orlando 
Nola  Rest 1 game 
Pomeranz Rest 2 games 
Fulmer  Rest 3 games 
Ray  Rest 4 games 
Lackey  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Tazawa must rest in game two if he pitches in game one 
Gearrin pitched in one game 
 

Titusville 
Hendricks Rest 1 game 
Sale  Rest 2 games 
Wright  Rest 3 games 
Iwakuma Rest 4 games 
Gonzalez Rested 
Estrada  Rest 3 games 
Bullpen: 
Gregerson pitched in one game 
Thornburg pitched in one game 
 

Mudville 
Arrieta  Rest 1 game 
Bauer  Rest 2 games 
Zimmerman  Rested 
Cole  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Duke pitched in one game 
Rondon pitched in one game 
 

Long Beach Island 



Kluber  Rest 1 game 
Carrasco Rest 2 games 
Price  Rest 3 games  
Nolasco Rest 4 games 
Davies  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Buchter pitched in one game 
Boshers pitched in one game 
 

Syracuse 
Verlander Rest 1 game 
Quintana Rest 2 games 
Eickhoff Rest 3 games 
Hamels  Rest 4 games 
Walker  Rested 
Bullpen: 
Strickland must REST in game one 
Jones pitched in one game 
Kintzler pitched in one game 
 

Ocracoke 
Darvish  Rest 1 game 
DeSclafani Rest 2 games 
Bumgarner Rest 3 games 
Maeda  Rest 4 games 
Lewis  Rest 4 games  
Odorizzi Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rested 
 

La Jolla 
Kershaw Rest 1 game 
Cueto  Rest 2 games 
Hill  Rest 3 games  
Shoemaker Rested 
Hellickson Rested 
Bullpen: 
Blevins must REST in game one and game two 
Quackenbush must REST in game one 
Neris must rest in game two if he pitches in game one  
Oh pitched in one game 
Rodriguez pitched in one game 
 

Albany 
Anderson Rest 1 game 
Syndergaard Rest 2 games 
Martinez Rest 3 games 
Gray  Rest 4 games 
Chatwood Rested 
Bullpen: 
Rusin must REST in game one 



Bedrosian must REST in game one 
Barraclough pitched in one game 
Reyes pitched in one game 
 
 

 
Home Run Picture courtesy of Atlantic City Gambler ABL Hall of Fame Manager 

 

A LOOK AHEAD IN THE ABL: 

 
 

Series Previews - Week 11 Edition 

 

Some crazy stuff happened last week, with the AL standings getting all jumbled up (again), and 

now we can start trading draft picks, and my email already went off once tonight and i’m sure it’ll 

be going off a few more times in the coming days.  Everyone needs something or wants to 

dump something.  The question will be who’s trading and who’s not.   

 

So let’s get to it shall we?   

 

Series One - La Jolla Juggernaut (12-10) vs. Syracuse Hazard (11-11) 

WEEK 11 JUNE 30 - JULY 9 RESULTS  D.M./V. MAN  SITE MGR NL/AL D/N

111 LA JOLLA SYRACUSE KEVIN COOP AL NIGHT

112 LA JOLLA SYRACUSE NIGHT

113 LONG BEACH ALBANY SKIBBY MICHAEL AL NIGHT

114 LONG BEACH ALBANY NIGHT

115 TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO DON JR. BUCK NL NIGHT

116 TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO NIGHT

117 MUDVILLE TITUSVILLE CASEY LENNY NL NIGHT

118 MUDVILLE TITUSVILLE NIGHT

119 OCRACOKE CHESAPEAKE BAY DURAN COMMISH NL NIGHT

120 OCRACOKE CHESAPEAKE BAY NIGHT



 

The Jugs lost a hold of first place last week after getting swept, but do you remember what 

happened after the last time they got swept?  They went on a tear.  Can they do the same thing 

now? 

 

La Jolla - What to Watch For → Last week may have been a bit of a wake up call for the 

JUGGERNAUT.  I don’t believe they expected to get swept at the hands of the Blackbeards, 

and this week will be the test to show if they’re going to get back on the saddle and ride, or if 

this JugSquad isn’t suited to handle the adversity of the playoff push.  Historically quiet on the 

trade market (1 move in 3 years), I wonder if the Juggernaut are going to get anything cookin 

here soon. 

 

La Jolla - Player to Watch → Jeremy Hellickson.  He’s got to be the stopper this time around.  

It’s been 3 straight L’s (though one was an extra inning masterpiece against the ‘fish) and 

Hellickson will be relied on to stop the bleeding before The Man takes the hill in game two.  Is 

he a bad enough dude to stop the run? 

 

Syracuse - What to Watch For → Syracuse is always aggressive on the trade market so I would 

not expect the same roster that just faced the ‘fish to be the one that shows up at home to face 

the JUGGERNAUT.  The Hazard looked good for the most part last week, but David Ortiz still 

has not shown up in a positive way.  He will get another shot against Hellickson, but will likely sit 

with The Man scheduled to take the mound in game two. 

 

Syracuse - Player to Watch → Is it possible to put a player that hasn’t been acquired yet?  The 

“lefty slayer” lineup will have to be in top form, and they didn’t come up big against David Price.  

Spoiler alert: Kershaw is better than Price.  Will all those home run ranges you’d think someone 

would go off in a big way one of these days.  Maybe it will come against Kershaw, but they 

better be taking some extra BP to get ready.   

 

Hazard made up some ground on the JUGGERNAUT, and now it will be time to see if the 

JUGGERNAUT can stay ahead in the standings. 

 

Series Two - Long Beach Island Starfish (12-10) vs. Albany Lo-Sox (11-11) 

 

The ‘fish head alllllllllll the way to Albany, by way of Albany (stupid GPS) to face the Lo-Sox 

again in another heated AL battle. 

 

Long Beach Island - What to Watch For → The ‘fish had a good series against the Hazard and 

was in both games late.  Sadly Ricky gonna Ricky and the back end of the rotation woes 

continue.  Davies will make his first start of the 2nd half this week, and ‘fish fans got their fingers 

crossed that he can at least keep up with the Lo-Sox offensive output. 

 

Long Beach Island - Player to Watch → Daniel Murphy.  It’s been a slow start to the second half 

for the 2nd baseman as he has been slumping a bit.  LBI needs him to balance out the lineup 



between Bryant and the DH.  LBI will need him to step back up if they are going to try and win 

this division. 

 

Albany - What to Watch For → Um, my bad Lo-Sox fans.  Last week I was all like “you got this” 

all overconfident like and bad things happened.  So maybe the team will respond to a rally cry of 

“Try not to suck”?  It worked for the Cubbies last year… 

 

Albany - Player to Watch → It’s a trio of players.  It’s the 2-4 hitters of the lineup.  DJ LeMahieu 

did everything he could to get on base against the Nine, but the guys behind him in the lineup 

struggled to send him home.  And he’s not too good for his home.  Those guys are going to be 

very important facing against LBI. 

 

It’s a tight division.  Neither team is going to want to give an inch.  Should be an interesting 

series. 

 

Series Three - Tallahassee Terriers (10-12) vs. Orlando Sharks (7-15) 

 

Is attendance higher at ABL Florida games than Rays games?? 

 

Tallahassee - What to Watch For → The Terriers got a little breathing room thanks to a C-Bay 

sweep of the Sharks in week 10.  Don’t think that they will slow up in their hopes of making the 

playoffs this season.  The Terriers got the power to run up a score and may try to take it to their 

longtime rival.   

 

Tallahassee - Player to Watch → This is going to be another group of players, but the Terriers 

pitching staff.  Can they keep the speedy guys off base to control the run game?  With trying to 

keep ahead of the Sharks in the standings, these guys are going to be critical in making sure 

that happens, and they’re going to get their work in for sure if they start allowing base runners. 

 

Orlando - What to Watch For → Well Sharks fans, it doesn’t really get easier from here.  After 

this week it’s the Blackbeards and the JUGGERNAUT.  If the Sharks want to stay in the playoff 

race it’s time to make that move now.  If it looks like it is all going downhill, look for the Sharks to 

run more (yes I said more) as they look to chase some records.   

 

Orlando - Player to Watch → Billy Hamilton.  Seems like an obvious choice, but the single 

season stolen base record is within sight.  As long as Buck can smell that record, and believe 

me, it’s on his radar, look for him to get Hamilton on first in any way possible and go about 90 

feet as many times as possible. 

 

Do the Sharks have a little more “expansion team magic” to chase down the Terriers?  Week 11 

will probably be the deciding factor. 

 

Series Four - Mudville Nine (6-16) vs. Titusville Perfectos (15-7) 

 



The sudden hot, but trade depleted Nine had south to Tittyville to face the Perfectos in another 

NL division matchup 

 

Mudville - What to Watch For → Trans reports ya’ll.  Keep watching them because it looks like 

some dudes are on their way out of the Mudville area.  The Perfectos get first draw at the new 

look Nine, but history has shown, and no I’m not backing this up with statistics, that once a team 

starts selling their performance may actually improve a bit.  Maybe the players are showing off 

to get moved elsewhere?  Or they’re trying to get back in the race or play spoiler.  Hell who 

knows.  All I know is Mudville may not be done yet… 

 

Mudville - Player to Watch → Offensive players.  I know I’m lumping stuff into groups, but so far 

the pieces moved have been arms.  I do not know the extent the Nine intend on moving players, 

but I know there was some earlier frustrations with the performance of Jonathan Villar, so 

maybe it’s showcase time and hope one of these guys gets hot and it’ll be time to move them 

somewhere else. 

 

Titusville - What to Watch For → The Perfectos already hit the trade market, acquiring Marco 

Estrada from this week’s opponent.  What does the team with the best ERA and the top home 

run numbers in the league really need?  Maybe a nice new blender?  A new steroid supplier?  A 

lucky rabbits foot?  When the best team in the league acquires maybe the best pitcher available, 

they mean business. 

 

Titusville - Player to Watch → Kevin Kiermaier and Hunter Pence.  They’ve played quite a bit 

this season, but their injury numbers are low.  I know we can make draft pick trades, and the 

Perfectos have a strong taxi squad, so the injury would not be completely season ravaging, but 

too many can add up in a hurry. 

 

Oh what am I kidding, players don’t seem to get hurt anymore unless they get hit by a pitch.  

And how often does that happen?? 

 

Series 5 - Ocracoke Blackbeards (12-10) vs. Chesapeake Bay Channel Cats (14-8) 

 

Ocracoke has been making moves already, hoping to stay on top off the AL, but the tough part 

of the schedule is coming, so will there be more moves made? 

 

Ocracoke - What to Watch For → In the last few weeks, Ocracoke has landed Madison 

Bumgarner and Colby Lewis.  Not bad arms to round out a rotation behind Yu Darvish.  

Somebody talked shit about the Blackbeards last week, and then they went and swept La Jolla 

to force a three way tie for first in the AL.  So I will take at least partial responsibility since I was 

the “news outlet” that reported it.  They passed the La Jolla test, but facing the Channel Cats 

can be a very different animal.  And not just because they’re a fish and not a JUGGERNAUT.   

 



Ocracoke - Player to Watch → Mark Trumbo.  He came to drop Trum-bombs.  He came from C-

Bay in the offseason.  Maybe his trip to the East Coast Bay Area will rekindle some thoughts of 

sweet, dick kicking revenge, and he’ll mash a few baseballs into the bay.  I hear ‘Cats love em! 

 

Chesapeake Bay - What to Watch For → On vacation but quiet on the trade market so far, are 

the ‘Cats content with where their team is, or waiting for the right moment to strike?  They’ve 

managed to pull within a game of the first place Perfectos.  The past few years the ‘Cats have 

made the right move(s) at the right time(s) to propel them in the playoffs.  It looks like the market 

may be slow to develop with so many teams still in contention it may take another play week or 

two before the market really shapes up. 

 

Chesapeake Bay - Player to Watch → I got one of these right last week.  Lucroy had a beast of 

a game.  This week we’re going to poke someone and hope they jump start their performance.  

Dexter Fowler.  He’s got the most ABs on the ‘Cats, but he’s only batting .226.  Gets on base at 

a decent clip though, with 9 walks and 5 HBPs. There are in house options and the trade market 

is also an option, so Fowler might start feeling the pressure here shortly... 

 

 

 
 
ABL TRIVIA ANSWER: 

C)  Mudville 
Casey Allen led his Mudville Nine to a very respectable 17-15 record in his first season in the ABL.  
Casey led his club to the playoffs and a wild card win past Titusville before falling to the champion 
Channel Cats in a five-game series.  The other three choices were all below .500 in their first season in 
ABL play. 
 
 

 
 
ABL TAXI TEAMS: 

Chesapeake Bay 
Rogers 
Casilla 
Polanco 



Upton 
Soler 
Robertson 
Carter 
 
Tallahassee 
Buxton 
Grichuk 
Mazara 
Gray 
Profar 
Baez 
Hernandez 
 

Orlando 
May 
Morrison 
Polanco 

Boyd 
Wilson 
Kinsler 
Rodon 
 
Titusville 
Maurer 
Harper 
Estrada 

Gonzalez 
Nunez 
Abad 
Pence 
 

Mudville 
Reddick 
Velasquez 
Manaea 
Leon 
Schwarber 
Sardinas 
Brantley 
 

Long Beach Island 
Perez 
Giles 
Conforto 
Gordon 
Betts 
Marte 
Pollock 
 

Syracuse 



McCutchen 
Iglesias 

Ross 
Dozier 
Maybin 
Smolinski 

Matz 
 
Orcacoke 
Kepler 
Eibner 

Cron 

Odorizzi 

Samardzija 
Lugo 

Arcia 
 

La Jolla 
Leake 
Broxton 
Wong 
Francoeur 
Sano 
Phillips 
Napoli 
 

Albany 
Descalso 
Ramos 
Dyson 
Casali 
Colon 
Moore 
Pagan 
 
Enjoy Week 11 
Contributors to Around the Diamond:   

Scott Allen, Skibby Bomysoad, Chris Marcello, and Don Allen Jr. 


